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— ¥ ISSIONAMY WORK

fundarentalism claims the L. D. S. Church is in spiritual bondage because it
does not send missionaries in the fielé without purce or scrip as was done in the

early days of the restoration. Joseph Fusser explained:

"SEPTEMATR 23, 1832, THE LORD, IN A REVFLATION TO JOSFPH SWITH AND CIX
OTHER ELDERS, RE-COLFIRMED THE ORDFR OF PREACHI'IG THE GOSPEL TO THE WORLD -=-
TYE PRINCIPLE BEING FOLLOWED BY TRE ANCIENT APOSTLES. ESAID HE:

"V'I GIVE UNTO YOU THIS COMMANDMENT, THAT YE BECOME FEVEN AS MY FRIE 7S IN
NDAYS WHEN I WAS WITH THEM, TRAVELING TO PREACH THE GOSPEL IN MY POWER: 2R I
SUFFERYD THEM NOT TO HAVE PURSE OR SCRIP, NEITHER TWO COATS) o w s MERE=
FORE LET NO MAN AMONG YOU, (FOR THE COMMANDKMEWT IS UNTO ALL THE FAITHFUL WHO
ARE CALLED OF GOD TN THE CHURCH UNTO THE HINISTRY), FROM THIS HOUR TAKE PUKSE
OR SCRIP, THAT GOETH FORTH TO PROCLAIM THIS GOEPEL OF THE KINGDOM.' D. 4 C.
8L :(77,73),86.

"THIS RULE WAS FOLLOWED IN THE PRESENT DISPENSATION FOR MANY YEARS, BUT
NOW THE ORIGINAL INTERPRETATION OF THE LAW MAS BEEN CHANGED, REQUIRING T!E
ELDERS TO TRAVEL WITH PURSE AND SCRIP." ( Truth, vol. L, pp. 1lhl,1L45 )

~ Deprecating further the present proselyting methods of the Church Joseph
=~

t‘usser continues his critique:

"CHURCH LFADF RS BOAST MUCH OF THE MISSIONARY SYSTEM NOW IN VOGUE, WHILE
PURSUING A COURSE DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSITE THAT WHICH THE LOiD CQ!MANDS . . .
UNDER GOD'S PLAN ELDFRS GO INTO THE MISSIONFIELD DEPENDING EWTIRELY UPCH THE
LORD FOR SUIDANCE, SUSTENANCE AND PROTECTION. THIS TENDS TO KEEP THEM “UMBLE
AND BETTER FITTED TO DELIVER THEIR MASTER'S MESSAGE. THE PLAN ALSO ENABLES
MEN OF SPECTAL SPTRITUAL ATTATNMENTS, BUT WHO ARE NOT ENDOWED WITH WORLDLY
WEALTH, TO PETRFO™M MTSSIONS, WHEREAS TODAY SUCH MEN, THOUGH IMINENTLY JUALIFIED,
ARE DENIED T!E OPFORTUNITY BFCAUSE OF LACK OF MEANS TO MEET THEIR DAILY EX-
PENSES ., . . THE LAW OF GOD, AS ST FORTH, REVMAINS UMALTFRED, BUT THE CHURCH,
THROUGH ITS ACTICONS AND ATTITUDE HAS INVALIDATED OR SUSPENDED IT, REQUIRING MIS=-
STONARIFS TO BZ PROVIDED WITH MONTHLY ALLOWANCES, AND THAT OFTEN TIMES AT AN
P4RARRASSING SACRIFICE ON THE PART OF TRE PARSENTS AND LOVED OJES AT HO¥E. MIS-
SIONARIES I THE -IELD FAVE EVEN BEEN TOLD THAT UNLESS THEY CAN HAVE IYORE MONEY
FURNISHED THEM THEY WILL BE SENT HOME BFEFORE THEIR MISSIONS ARE ENDED. THE
STOCX ANGUMENT IS THAT CONDITIONS HAVE CHANGED SINCE THE SAVIOR ANNOUNCED THAT
LAW, AND MEN CANNCT COMPLY WITH IT TODAY . . . GOD HAS NOT CHANGED MIS LAW
PERTAINTING TO MISSIONARY WORXK . . . THEN, IN ITS MISSIONARY POLICY, 128 /0T
THE CHURCH DFRPARTED FROM THIS LAW OF THE GOSFEL?" ( Truth, vol. 3, pr. lul-6 )

Joseph “usser's claim that only the wealthy can serve on missions for <he Churct
— is fallacy. Many young Elders in the Church work, save for and pay their own way in
N the mission field. Those financially unable, but who désire to serve, will be pro-
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vided for by missionary from the various Melchizedek Priesthood quorums. There {is
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is no reacon for any worthy and desirous ©lcder to forf{cit missionary service.

ther one does not need to o abroad to perform a missicn but may labor at home in

‘e Stake micsions of the Church where ample opportunity for service is everywWnere
present.

The reason the method of full-time missionary activity has been changed in the
Church is because of changing social and economic conditions. The same was true in
the days of the Savior. Vhen the first missionaries were sent out by the favicr he
commanded them to go without purse or scrip as stated:

"THESE TWELVE J5SUS SENT FORTH, AND COMMANDFD THEM SAYING ., . . (HJVIDE

ASITHER thD, YOR SILVER, NOR BRASS IN YOUR PURSES, NOR SCRIP FOR YOUR JOURNEY,
NEITHFR T@WO COATS, NEITHER SHOES, NOR YET STAVES: FOR THE WORKMEN IS WORTHY OF
HIS MEAT." ( Matthew 10:5,9,10
We find, however, when the Lord commanded the TwWelve as to their missionary
service after his death, ne told them to take both purse and scrip.
"A4D HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHEN I SENT YOU WITHOUT PURSE AND SCRIP, AND SHOFS,
LACKED YE ANYTHING? AND THEY SAID NOTHING. THEN SAID HE TO THEM, BUT NCw, HE
THAT HATH A PURSE, LET HIM TAKE IT, AND LIKEWISE HIS SCRIP." ( Luke 22:25,36 )
It would seem other considerations and conditions brought about a change in the
form of missionary sarvice.- The same thing has happened in our own dispensation,
In the founding days when the Saints were destitute, being driven from pillar to
post missionaries went without purse or scrip as commanded, relying on those tney
preached to for sustenance. However, when the Saints settled in Utah and care of
means the methods of proselyting were changed. This happened during Brigham Young's
presicdency. A missionary fund was first established to help support a missiocnary's
family while he was away as well as to help him in setting to and from his field of
labor. A short time later it was felt missionarics should pay their own way, not
relying on means from luvestigators or converts poorer than themselves, As carly
as 1363, only fifteen years after the first pioneers arrived in the Salt Lake Valley,

George A. Smith spoke of changing conditions that should alter the method of mis-

sionary service:
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I SHOULD LIKE TO SEE SCMAETHING DOWE. T DO NOT KNOW THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO
TALX ABOUT IT. WE USED TO BE IN THE HABIT OF GOING WITHOUT PURSE COR SCRIP.
THAT IS THE WAY I HAVE TRAVELLFD HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS OF MILES, BUT THEN “WE
FELT AS THE DISCIPLES OF OLD DID. WHEN WE RETUERNED, IF ASKED IF WE HAD LACYED
ANYTHING, WE COULD SAY VERILY NO. BUT THERE WAS A TIME AFTERWARDS WHEN JESUS
SAID --- 'LET HIM THAT HAS A PURSE TAKE IT WITH HIM, AND LET HIM THAT HAS %0
SWORD SELL HIS COAT 4D BUY ONE.' WE DO NOT AL+AYS REMAIN IN STATUS QUO. AT
THAT TIME WE WERE TiE POOREST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD, BUT NOW WE ARE EBETTER CrF
THAN THE GENERALITY OF MANKIND, AND WE ARE ARLE TO HELP ONE ANOTHER, AND THZRE
IS NO NECESSITY FOR OQUR MISSIONARIES TO GO UNDFR THE CIRCUMSTANCES THEY HAVE
DONE HERETOFORE; AND SINCE IT IS THE COUNSEL THAT THEY SHALL NOT, WHY LET US
DO WHAT WE CAN TO HELP THEM." (Journal of Discourses, vol, I2, p. L83).

An article in the Millennial Star later referred to this new instruction from

the General Authorities:

"AT THIS TIME AND NOW AROUT IS5 YEARS AGO, THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME AC OF
OLD THAT FROM THAT TIME FORTH THOSE WHO SHOULD BE CALLED TO GO ON MISSIOHD
SHOULD TAKE THEIR PURSE AND SCRIP WITH THEM; AND I WELL REMEMBER PRESIDENLT
JOHN TAYLOR, ACCORDING TO PRESIDENT YOUNG'S INSTRUCTION, PREACHING A POW::FUL
SERMON ON THE SUBJECT, SETTING FORTH BIS REASONS WHY IT WOULD, IN THE FUTURE,
BE NECESSARY FOR THE MISSIONARIES TQ TAKE PURSE AND SCRIP WITH THEM." (¥illen-
nial Star;, vol. 49, Pe 5I)s
Joseph Musser claims the law of missionary service stated in D. & C., 8L has

never obeen suspended by additional revelation suspecnding this requirement.

"HERE (D. & C., 8L:86) THE LORD LAYS FORTH HIS LAW. ALL WHO ARE CALL:D TO

PREACH THE 'GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM' MUST 'FROM THIS HOUR'; (SEPT. 22, I832) XNOT

TAKE PURSE OR SCRIP THAT GOES FORTH TO PROCLAIM THE COSPEL OF THE KINGDCM, *
# #  THIS IS AN ETERNAL LAW. ITS REPEAL HAS NEVER BEEN MADE PUBLIC BY

REVELATION." (Truth, vol, I7, p. 20).

Despite Musser's paucity of knowledge and resultant claims to the contrary,
the program of the Lord was changed by revelation to adapt to the new conditicns.
The Saints were counseled: "the word of the Lord came as of old"; "it is the word
of the Lord that we shall maintain the ministry at home"; and "it is the councsel
that they shall not" go without purse and scrip. This was much the same as in the
Cavior's day: "conditions have changed", "we do not always remain in status quo",
Fundamentalists, like the Jews of the Savior's tire, are living by the word of the
Lord to another people snd will not accept the counsel of the living Prophets. They
deny the principle on wnich the Church is founded, both by doctrine and by rule.

As the Saints continued to improve in economic circumstances it came rore and

more to be felt that missionaries should pay their own way. For many year:s preach-
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{ng without purse and scrip was still carried on in sorec parts of the world. In
fact, this practice has continued on a limited basis until the present day. In tre
main, however, it has been deomed wise and expeclent, under our present affluent cir-
curstances, to take purse and scrip as a uniform and consistent policy. The claim,
therefore, that the Church is in spiritual bondage at the presént because of it's
"changed" missionary policy is not substantiated either by revelation or history.

It is interesting to note, for all their criticicm of the Church missionary
system; Fundamentalists, themselves, assume no responsibility or obligation, as an
organization, to actively proselyte, but lay the turden of preaching the Gosepel to
the World solely on the Church. (See: Gems, vol. I, pp. 9,1I0). Joseph Musser has
stated that the responsibility of preaching the gospel to the World rests solely on
his alleged Priesthood Coucil, and not on the Church --- an appendage organization,

"UPON THEM (FUNDAMENTALISM'S ALLEGED "HIGH PRIEST" APOSTLES) RESTED THE RES-

PONSIBILITY OF BEARING THE GOSPEL MESSAGE TO THE WORLD =--- THEIR TESTIMONY

BEING IMMEDIATELY IN FORCE UPON ALL THE WORLD =--- WITH POWER TO REND THE KIG-

DOMS OF THE WORLD, WHICH POWFR PERTAINS ONLY TO THIS ORDER OF THE PRIESTHCOD,

AND NOT PRIMARILY TO APPENDAGE CALLINGS." (Supplement to the New and Everlast-
ing Covenant of Marriage, p. I03).

Fundamentalists have claimed the Priesthood and the missionary obligation, but
nave done nothing to implement it, and have thus totally failed in their responsi-l
bility. They seem so prepossessed with living plural marriage, ostensively to gain
their exaltation, that they have neither the time or the desire to share the Gospel
with others who have not heard of the :restoration. Brigham Young had some counsel
and warning for such persons.

"A MAN OR WOMAN WHO WOULD NOT SPEND HIS OR HER LIFE IN BUILDING UP THE

KINGDOM OF GOD ON THE EARTH, WITHOUT A COMPANICN, AND TRAVEL AND PREACH, VALISE

IN HAND, IS NOT WORTHY OF GOD OR HIS KINGDOM, AND THEY NEVER WILL BE CRCNED,

THEY CANNOT BE CROW:N=D, THE SACRIFICE MUST BE COMPLETE," (Journal of Discourses,
vole T1, Ds 159)«

Fundamentalists use D, & C., 8L as a prime scriptural source for their alleged
superior order of priesthood authority, yet they cdc not comply with the obliiations
contained in that section. The very verses they cite condemn their own lack of mis-

sionary obligation, Note the following:



TLLERS, AWD THE LESEER PRIESTS « » .« AND VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, THE REST
OF XY STRVANTS, GO Y- FORTH AS YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES SHALL PEEMIT, IN YOUR SEZVERAL
CALLINGS, UNTO THE CGRFAT AND NOTABLE CITIES AND VILLAGES, REPROVING THE WORLD
IN RIGHTEOUSNESS OF ALL TYETR UNRIGHTEOUS AND UYNGODLY DEEDS, SETTING FORTH
CLEARLY AND UNDERSTANDABLY THE DESOLATION OF ABOMINATION IN THE LAST DAYS.™

(Do & Csy BlirT0R,ITT,II7 )

To claim authority without the responsibility connected therewith is a claim
obviously unacceptable to the Lord., In this great and important work Fundamerital-

ists have totally failed and criticism of the Church's efforts is self-conderning,
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Fundamentalists claim that another mark of spiritual and temporal
bondage of the church is the reversal of the gathering principle.
It is calimed that in the early days of the restoration the dcc-
trine of gathering was strenuously preached, but today we preach
the opposite, the virtual scattering of Israel among the nations.
They cite a host of scripture from the Doctrine and Covenants in
defence of their position. We cite two representative ones here:

And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect;
for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts; where-
fore the decree hath gone forth from the Father that they shall
be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land to preo-
pare their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day
when tribulation and desolation are sent forth upon the wicked.
(D.§ C. 29:7-8, cited in TRUTH 13:47: 18:1013 21:113;5 also Kraut,
THE GATHERING OF ISRAEL, p. )

Yea, verily I say unto you again, the time has come when the voice
of the Lord is unto you: Go ye out of Babylon; gather ye out from
among the nations, from the four winds, frome one end of heaven to
the other. Send forth the elders of my church unto the nations
which are afar off; unto the islands of the sea; send forth unto
foreign lands; call upon all nations, first upon the Gentiles, and
then upon the Jews. And behold, and lo, this shall be their cry,
and the voice of the Lord untl all people: Go ye forth unto the
land of Zion, that the borders of my people may be enlarged, and
that her stakes may be strengthened, and that Zion may go forth
unto the regions round about. Yea, let the cry go forth amony all
people: Awake and arise and go forth to meet the Bridegroom;
behold and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. [Pre-
pare yourselves for the great day of the Lord. (D.& C. 133:7-10)

In contrast to these plain statements on the necessity of the

gathering, Fundamentalists quote these recent statements from

General Authorities:

In the early days of this dispensation, in the very nature of
things, if the Saints were to survive as a people, they had to as-
semble together in chosen places. Otherwise, they would have been
lost among the masses of men and overcome by the world. But now,
in large measure, we are past that stage of our history; we are
becoming a world church--not an American church, not a Britisnh
church, but a church for all mankind, for the honest and upright
in every nation. The place of gathering for the Mexican Saints is
in Mexico; the place of gathering for the Guatamalan Saints is in
Guatamala; the place of gathering for the Brazilian Saints i
Brazil; and so it goes throughout the length and bLreadth of the

|

whole earth. * * * With the new world wide stature of the church
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comes a responsibility we have never had before, a responsibility
to be worthy of our high position in the world, and to strengthen
the church in all nations where it shall be established. (Bruce
R. McConkie, CHURCii NEWS, Sept. 2, 1972, cited in Kraut, ibid,
101,102,

Joseph Musser comments on this about face in church pelicy:

At the present time the Saints are being advised to remain in their
own countries, form associations there, mingle with the people not
of their faith with the hope of also bringing them into the light.
A very natural inclination to be sure. There their language 1is

the same; their habits, their likes and dislikes agree. Germans
like to associate with Germans, Hollanders like llollanders, Swecdes
are partial to swedes as the Danes love the Danes, etc. Then, why
should not these different nationalities remain by themselves and
build up the Church of God among themselves? DBut the Lord said:

"Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins,
and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached
unto high heaven and God hath remembercd her iniquities:--(Revecla-
tions, 18:4-5.)"

And since that is the word of the Lord to all who come into tle
fold, it is important that-the warning be heeded. (TRUTH 12:47.)

In a subsequent article, the same writer continues his criticue of
church policy:

However, of late years, in the moderni:zation of the gospel to suit
the growing tendency of seeking world favor, this glorious principle
of '"gathering'" has been abandoned and the great bulk of converts
retained in their native lands. * * *

However, like all eternal and divine principles, the principle of
"gathering'" has not been easy to obliterate. The spirit of this
principle falls upon the faithful converts and an all consuming
desire takes hold of them to '"gather.," * * *

Because of this inward urge the leaders have had difficulty in
converting saints to remain in their native lands. As with other
divine principles which the leaders have tried to modify or com-
pletely obliterate, it has been necessary for them to make state-
ments of expediency; as well as to utter threats of excommunica-
tion against those who have been slow to obey the new edicts. * * *

[t was early in the presidency of Heber J. Grant that this new
policy was urged upon the converts. (TRUTH 18:102,103.)

As usual President Heber J. Grant receives the guilt for leading

the church into temporal and spiritual bondage.
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Let us investigate the revelations and the record and see if thecre
is a disparity in the present course of the church with that of
the early church. The gathering of Israel is a basic tenet of the
church holding a prominent place as one of the thirteen articles
of faith. It states:

We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restora-
tion of the ten tribes; that Zion will be built upon this (the
American) continent; that Christ will reign personally upon the
earth; and, that the earth will be renewed and receive its para-
disiacial glory. (Tenth Article of Taith)

The gathering is connected with the concept of Zion being built on

this continent to which Ephraim will assemble. The location of

Zion was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith soon after the church

. was organized. In July, 1831, the Lord said:

Hearken, O ye elders 1f my church, saith the Lord your God, who

have assembled yourselves together, according to my commandments,

in this land, which is the land of Missouri, which is the land which
I have appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the saints.
Wherefore, this is the land of promise, and the place for the city
of Zion. And thus saith the Lord your God, if you will receive
wisdom here is wisdom. Behold, the place which is now called In-
dependence is the center place; and a spot for the temple is lying
westward, upon a lot which is not far from the court-house.

(D.& C. 57:1-3)

Although Jackson County, Missouri was appointed as the center
gathering place the Prophet and many of the Saints remained in
Kirtland, Ohio, which was the previous gathering center for the
Saints. Thus we had two gathering places 1500 miles apart. Kirt-

land was then declared "for a stake to Zion." (D.& C. 82:13, also

94:1; 96:1; 104:40)

The term "stake" requires an explanaticn. The concept of a cen-
tral gathering place with subordinate gathering places called
stakes comes from a simile in the Book of Isaiah.

Tn nranhatir imansvrvy 7inn is nictured as a preat tent uvnheld v
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cords fastened securely to stakes. Thus Isaiah, envisioning the
latter-day glory of Israel, gathered to her restored Zion, proclaimed:
"Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the cur-
tains of thine habitations: Spare not, lengthen thy cords, and
strengthen thy stakes; for thou shalt break forth on the right

hand and on the left. * * * For a small moment have I forsaken

thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee." (Isa. 54:2-7)

And of the millennial Zion, the city of our solemnities: * * *

"A tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes
thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords there-
of be broken." (Ibid 33:20)

In keeping with this symbolism, the great areas of church popula-
tion and strength, which sustain and uphold the restored Zion, are
called stakes. Thev are the rallying points and the gathering cen-
ters for the remnants of scattered Israel. (McConkie, MORMON
DOCTRINE, p.764, seccond ed., 1966, see D.& C. 68:25,26; 82:13-14;
101:17-21; 115:6,18; 124:134; 133:9.)

Thus there is to be a great network of stakes supplementary to the
center gathering place in Zion. With the expulsion of the saints
from the central gathering place in 1838, the gathering of the
saints will necessarily be to the stakes until Zion is redeemed in
the Lord's own due time. The gathering of the saints to the stakes
of Zion wherever they are throughout the earth is for the purpocse
of teaching those who come into the church the principles and cor-
dinances of heaven, that they may be blessed by the commandments

of God. MAfter this gathering fulfills its purpose the center

place will be redeemed and the saints will flee to excape the
tribulations prophesied on the ungodly. We will thus have a day

of preparation and a day of judgement and there will be separate
gatherings during cach period. (see Dyer, THE CENTER PLACE OF

ZICN, pp.6-7)

As the early restored church grew in numbers it was found the
stakes of Zion must be multiplied to provide a haven for the in-

creasing numbers of saints. Additional stakes were therefore con-
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templated.

In September, 1837, the Prophet recorded in his history:

The elders assembled in conference in the house of the Lord when I
addressed them on thc subject of the gathering of the saints of
the last days, and the duties of the different quorums in relation
thereto.

It appeared manifest to the conference that the places appointed
for the gathering of the saints were at this time crowded to over-
flowing, and that it was necessary that there be more stakes of
Aion appointed in order that the ppor might have a place to gather
to, wherefore it was moved, seconded and voted unanimously that
President Joseph Smith, Jun., and Sidney Rigdon be requested by
this conference to go and appoint other stakes, or places of gath-
ering. * * * (D, H. €. 2i513-514)

Pursuant to this direction the bishopric in Kirtland sent out a
memorial on September 18, 1837, to all the saints. Portions follow:

The church at Kirtland has, therefore, required at the hand of our
beloved brethren, Joseph Smith, Jun., and Sidney Rigdon, * * *
that they should go forth and lay off other stakes of Zion, or
places of gathering, so that the poor may have a place of refuge,
or places of refuge, in the day of tribulation which is coming
swiftly on the earth. * * * The salvation of the saints one and
all depends on the building up of Zion, for without this there is
no salvation, for deliverance in the last days is found in Zion
and in Jerusalem, and in the remnant whom the Lord our God shall
call, or in other words, in the stakes which He shall appoint.
[Joel 2:32] (D. H. C. 2:516; see also HISTORICAL RECORD, p.434)

In July, 1839, in an important explanation of priesthood and re-

lated items the Prophet stated:

There will be here and there a stake (of Zion) for the gathering
of the Saints. Some may have cried peace, but the saints and the
world will have little peace from henceforth. Let this not hinder
us from going to the stakes; for God has told us to flee, not dal-
lying, or we shall bLe scattered, one herc, and another there.
There your children shall be blessed, and you in the midst of
friends where you may be blessed. The gospel net gathers of every
kind.

I prophesy, that that man who tarries after he has an opportunity
of going, will be afflicted by the devil. Wars are at hand; we
must not delay; but are not required to sacrifice. We ought to
have the building up of Zion as our greatest object. When wars
come we shall have to flee to Zion. The cry is to make haste.

The last revelation says, ye shall not have time to have gone over
“L~ ~~w+bl  wn+3i1 +hnca thines come. (D. 11, C. 3:390)
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At October general conference, 1840, in lNauvoo, the minutes record
the following:

The president then arose and stated that it was necessary that
something should be done with regard to Kirtland, so that it
might be built up; and gave it as his opinion, that the brethren
from the east might gather there, and also that it was necessary
that someone should be appointed from this conference to preside
over that stake. On motion, resolved: That Almon W. Babbitt be
appointed to preside over the church in Kirtland, and that he
choose his own counselors. * * * An opportunity was given to the
brethren who had any remarks to make on suitable locations for
stakes of Zion. Elder H. W. Miller stated that it was the des:ire
of a number of the brethren residing in Adams county, to have a
stake appointed at Mount Ephraim in that county, and stated the
advantages of the place for agricultural purposes.

On motion, Resolved: That a stake be appointed at Mount Ephraim,
in Adams county.

There being several applications for the appointment of stakes,

it was Resolved: That a committee be appointed to organize stakes
between this place and Kirtland, and that Hyrum Smith, Lyman Wight,
and Almon W. Babbitt, compose said committee. (D. H. C. 4:204-5)

Additional stakes were organized in Lima, Quincy, Mount Hope and

Freedom. (ibid p.233)

As the church continued to grow there was a need for more gather-

ing places.

At April Conference, 1844, the last gencral conference which the
Prophet was to attend, a new revelation on the scope of Zion

was presented to the saints. It considerably expanded the concept
of Zion and the gathering. The Prophet revealed:

You know there has been a great discussion in relation to Zion--where
it is, and where the pathérifig of the dispensation is, and I am now
going to tell you. THE® piopHeéts have spoken and written upon it;
but I will maké 3 proclidmation that wiil €e¥er BIvader ground.
The whole of America is Zi®n it381f from ndtth to south, and is
described by the prophets, who deelare that it is the Zion where
the mountain of the Lord should be, and that it should be in the
center of the land. When elders shall take up and examine the
old prophecies in the bible, they will sece it., * * *

\3{ C {‘\‘zg\%
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In T8L3, the Prophet Joseph Smith preached a discourse to the theme "The Purpoee

of the Gathering of Israel". It is a most instructive discourse and should be pray-

erfully studied by all. The Prophet said:

"THIS SUBJECT WAS PRECENTED TO ME SINCE I CAME TO THE STAND, WHAT WAS THE
OBJECT OF GATHERING THE JEWS, OR THE PEOPLE OF GOD IN ANY AGE OF THE WCRLD? .
. » THE MAIN OBJECT WAS TO BUILD UNTO THE LORD A HOUSE WHEREBY HE COULD RE-
VEAL UNTO WIS PEOPLE THE ORDINANCES OF HIS HOUSE AND THE GLORIES OF HIS KI%G-
DOM, AND TEACH THE PEOPLE THE WAY OF SALVATION; FOR THERE ARE CERTAIN OrDI'AN-
CES AND PRINCIPLES THAT, WHEN THEY ARE TAUGHT AND PRACTICED, MUST BE DONE IN A
PLACE OR HOUSE BUILT FOR THAT PURPOSE.

IT WAS THE DESIGN OF THE COUNCILS OF HEAVEN BEFORE THE WORLD WAS, THAT THE
PRINCTPLES AND LAWS OF THE PRIESTHOOD SHOULD BE PREDICATED UPON THE GATHE? ING
OF THE PECPLE IN EVFRY AGE OF THE WORLD. JESUS DID EVERYTHING TO GATHER THE
PEOPLE, AND THEY WOULD NOT BE GATHERED, AND HE THEREFORE POURED OUT CURSZS UPON
THEM. ORDINANCES INSTITUTED IN THE HEAVENS BEFCRE THE FOUNDATION OF THE wORLD,
IN THE PRI=STHOOD, FOK THE SALVATION OF MEN, ARE NOT TO BE ALTERED OR CHANGED.
ALL MUST BE SAVED ON THE SAME PRINCIPLES. IT IS FOR THE SAME PURPOSE THAT GQD
GATHERS TOGETHER HIS PEOPLE IN THE LAST DAYS, TO BUILD UNTO THE LORD A HCUSE TO
PREPARE THEM FOR THX ORDINANCES AND ENDOWMENTS, WASHINGS AND ANOINTINGE, EZTC."
(D. He C., vol. 5, pp. L23,L2L).
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I have received instructions from the Lord that from henceforth
wherever the elders of Israel shall build up churches and branches
unto the Lord througout the states, there shall be a stake of Zion.
In the great cities, as Boston, New York, §c., there shall be
stakes. It is a glorious proclamation, and I reserved it to the
last, and designed it to be understood that this work shall commcnce
after the washings, anointings and endowments have been performed
here. (D. H. C. 6:318,319)

Brigham Young followed this great proclamation with the following

comments:

It was a perfect sweepstakes when the Prophet called North and South
America Zion. Let us go and build the temple with all our might,
that we may build up the kingdom when established and her cords
lengthened. It is a perfect knock-down to the devil's kingdom.
There is not a faithful elder who cannot, if he is humble and
diligent, build up the church. There are many men who will give

you large sums to build a stake of Zion where they live. It

proves the words of the Prophet of the last days.

The priesthood is fitted to every capacity in the world. There
are blessings and conditions in that priesthood that suit every man.
This will suit the condition of thousands, because it is as broad

as the heavens, deep as hell, and wide as eternity. (D. H. C. ¢:
321-2)

Hyrum Smith repeated this same instruction:

President Brigham Young wished to draw the attention of the breth-
ren, first to build the temple and get your washings, anointings,
and endowments; after that to build churches. The gathering will
continue here until the temple is so far finished that the elders
can get their endowments; and after that the gathering will be from
the nations to north and south America, which is the land of Zion.
(D. H. C. 6:322)

After the martyrdom of the Prophet, Brigham Young advised the saints:

Some may go away but I want toc have the faithful stay here to
build the temple and settle the city. * * *

To those who want to go away from this place, I would say wait
until the time coemes. I will giV¥e you the key. North and south
America is Zion and as socon as tHé temple is done and you get vour
endowments you can o and buiid up stdkes, bt d& noet Be in haste,
wait until the Lord says go. ¥ * * I give this as a key. You nay
go all over nerth and seiuth Afériea afid build tip stdakes when the
timé eofies. The whole eontifiéfit of Afiefica st be orfanized into
districts and presiding eld&¥s appointéd over edeh district; the
time has come when all things must be set in erder. (D. H. C. 7:
257-8)

After being driven from Nauvoo and its newly finisHed temple the



LORINW C. WOOLLEY STATEMENT Gathering 38
saints had to move west into the Rocky !lMountains and begin settle-
ments afresh. This delayed fulfillment of Joseph Smith's last im-
portant declaration concerning the expansion of Zion to all of
North and South America. Once again the Saints were required to
gather, this time to the Racky Mountains in fulfillment of prophecy.
It took 40 years to establish the saints and again raise a temple
to the Lord. It was dedicated in 1893 and shortly after we £find

the prophesied expansion of Zion beginninu to take place.

One very important reason why the saints have always been comman-
ded to gather is for the building of temples in which ordinances
may be performed to establish the great patriarchal system of
sealing families in a patriarchal chain extending back to Father
Adam. This is one reason why the saints were commanded to gathecr
in Kirtland, Ohio, Jackson, and Far West, Missouri, and Nauvoo,
Illinois. As the Saints increased additional gathering places
were designated and additional temples constructed.

MM sER T

It was to receive the ordinances of the Lord's house that Brigham
Young later claimed the people were commanded to gather. Since
there were no temples where the scattered saints lived they had
to gather to Zion to receive this blessing. He said:

We have been gathered to the valleys of these mountains for the
express purpose of purifying ourselves, that we may become polished
stones in the temple of God. We are here for the purpose of es-
tablishing the kingdom of God on earth. To be prepared for this
work it has been necessary to gather us out from the nations and
countries of the world, for if we had rermained in those lands we
could not have received the ordinances of the holy priesthood of
the Son of God, which are necessary for the perfection of the

saints preparatory to His coming. (J. of D. 12:161)

George A. Smith had expressed a similar sentiment some years earlier:
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