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’ "FOR IT SHALL COME TO PASS THAT

= ' THE INHABITANTS OF ZIOM SHALL JUDGE ALL

'J
THINGS PERTAINING TO ZION. AND LIARS
AND HYPOCRITES SHALL BE PROVED BY THEM,
AND THEY WHO ARE NOT APOSTLES AND PRO-
PHETS SHALL BE KNOWN."™ (D. & C. 6L:38,9)
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Woolley, because he is the only early Fundamentalist who kept a journal of events
and concepts as they occurred and develcped. He is also the only Funuamentalist

who wrote extensively in defense of the Fundamentalist position. His monthly publi-
cation of "Truth" magazine (I1935-1956) is the basis for our present knowledge of
Fundamentalist doctrine, He, therefore becomes the principal source in this study .
of the Fundamentalist doctine,

The three groups referred to above share a common basis in "the Lorin Woolley
Story" of I886. It would be a tedious and voluminous work to analyze the separate
claims of each group and, indéed, many independents have no precise and cefineable
position to investigate. This study will, therefore limit itself to an analysis of

the basic story and the issues common to all Fundamentalist cults.
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THE LORIYM WOOLLEY STORY

So-called Mormon Fundamentalism has its tasis in the pretentions of one, Lorin
Ce Woolley of Centerville, Utah. Ye claims that in I8%€, during the heat of anti-
nolygamy persecution, he and others were secretly commissioned by Fresideat John
Taylor to perpetuate the practice of plural marriage irrecspective of whatever ccurse
the Church might take regarding this principle. In connection with this special com-

mission, he alleges that he and a select group were given the necessary priesthocd

authority to administer this principle. Upon this allegation rests the foundaticn

of Fundamentalism. All other claims, whether doctrinal cr functional, arz eitner
derivatives of or supplemental to thkis primary allegation. Present cay Fundamental-
ists enter plural marriage under sancticn anc authority of this source through claims
of successien, If this basic claim is untenable, the entire doctrinal and fuunc*ional
superstructure cf Fundamentalism becomes insecure and without apparent fourdation.

It is of primary importance, tKerefore, if the Fundamentalist movement it to be suce
cessfully challenged, that the Lorin YWoolley story be examined, analyzed and compared
with contemporary records.

The Lorin Woolley story comes in several heterogenecus versicns. Let us first
review these accounte in their order of publication. The earliest acecunt cof record

was given by Lorin Woolley in I%I2. It follcws verbatim:

WIN THE LATTFR PART OF SWPTTMRER, IB86, THE EVACT LAY BRING NT KO €NOWMN
TO ¥F, FRET, JOHY TAVLOR WAS STAYIUG AT THE HOME OF MY FATHER, JONY W, WOCLLEY,

L
IN CENTERVILLE, DAVIS CO., UTAl.

AT THME PASTICULAR TIYE WEREIN REFERRED TO, PRES. TAVLOR WAS T HIDING (CN
THE UNCTAGEOUND ). ©UAS. He BARRELL AND T WFBE THE 'GUArFC’"\ O WallH FGR THE
PROTECTION OF THE PRESTCENT. TW0 WrHE USUALLY SELECTIED ERCH MIGET, &30 THEY
TOK TURNS ETANDING GUARD TO FRITTCT THE PREFIDENT FROM T
T

e ‘"H“CDAC‘L ~D ':"‘_‘7..-"\‘ :{I“'G
PANGER. CYEEPTIOVIAL, ACTIVITY WAS “L-2C01E5E BY THE Us Se FIDZZAL GFFIC
THEIR BPROSECUTIONS DF [HE ¥ORMO] PROPLYL, OF ACCOUNT OF THEIR FAETLY R

IN SUPPOSED VITLATICH

SO0N AFTER CUR WATCH RDEGAN, CHAL. H, BARRELL RECLINED ON A PALLET AND wWENT
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TO SLEEP. PRES,. TAYLCR ENTERED THE SQUTR ROOM TO RETIEE FOR THE \I:HL. TH“QV
WAS 0 TOCE-WAY ENTRANCE T2 THE ROTHM QCCUPIFT 3Y PRES, TAYLOR, EXCZPT Zh-
TRANCE FROA THE 0TV OCCUPTIED 3Y THEZ GUARDENEN. SOOU AFTER 9 O'PL CK, I HZARD
THE VOICE CF ANOTHER MAMN EZNGAGED IN CONVTASATION WITH PREE. FA’LO“, ANT I OB=
SEAVED THAT A VeRY BRILLIANT LIGHT WAS ILLUNINATING THE ROOM OCCUPIZD. ZY THE
PRESIDENT, I WAKFYNFD PAPRFLL AND TOLD SI# SHAT I HAD HEARD AND °7 ey Al WE 2
BOTH SEMAINED AWAKE AND N WATCH THE BALANCE CF THE NIGHT. [ THE COINZRSATION WAS:S
CARRIZD ‘ONALL HIGHT BETWEEN PRES.-TAYLOR-AND “THE VISTITICR ~AND NEVER-DISCONTIN= =%
UED UNTIL THT DAY BZGAN TO DAWH WHEN IT CYASED AND THE LIGHT CISAPPEALZD, -WE :
HEARD THE VOICES I CONVERSATICH WHILZ THE COUFERENCE CONTINUED AYD WE SAW THE
LIGHT.

MY FATHER CAME INTO THE. ROCl. WHERZ WE WERE ON WATCH, AND WAS THERZ WHEN

' PRES. TAVLOR CAMZ INTO THE ROGH THAT MORNING. AS THE PRESIDENT SMTIRED THE ROOM,

HE REMARKZL, *I-BRAD A VERY PLIZASARIT COWM ZRSA TIQW ALL WIGHT WITH THE P2 qu-'i
SR AL TH 0 A o 0 AL A6 s o R TR e e L S T e LR e
AND COULD BE ETFF FOR SEVERAL HIURS AF T?R. A”"“ C3SERVING THAT SOME-C'E WAS 'ﬁE
IN CONVEARSATION WITH THE. PRESICFUT, I WEHT OUT AND cXAFIhED ALL THE WINDCWS AND &
FOUND THEM FASTENEC AS USUAL.

THE SRETHREN WFRE CONEIDERABLY AGITATTC ABOUT THIS TIME OVFR THE AGITATION
ABOUT PLUPAL MAPRIAGE, AND SOME WERE INCISTING THAT THE CRURCH ISSUE SCME XIND
OF EDICT TO 3E USTD I¥ CONGRESS, CONCERNING THE SURRFNDCFRING OF PLURAL. YAFRIAGE,
AHD IF SOME POLICY WIAS WOT AEO?":D TO _RELIEVE SHE STRALY, - THE GOVZRRELTAOULD
FORCE THE CHURCH TO SURRFIDER. ~MUCH WAS SAID IN THEIR DPLI“"EA“I“"C SOHAlG
AGAINET SO¥E ECICT OR MANIFESTO THAT HAD RETRN PHREPARED, AND AT A MZITING THAT
AFTFRNOOMN, AT WHICH A NUYRR THERE WFRZ PRESENT AND LYS“LF # I HEKED PRIC. LAfLJR
SAY: 'BRETHREN, I WILL SU¥FER MY RIGHT HAND TO 8F CUT OFF BEFORE I WILL EIGH
SUCH A DOCIRIENT.!

I, LORTY C. WOOLLEY, OF CEHT“F“'LLC, UTAH ,. DO HEREBY CERTIEY, ”“AT I HAVE
CAREFULLY MADE ANC RZAD THE FOREGOING S AT"“"V“ OF FACTS AND THE CANE IS TRUE
TO THE BEST OF XY KNOWLEDGE. DATED THIS 6TH DAY OF OCTOBER,. I9I2.

(signed) LORIN C. WOCLLE »

#* In the original statement, parts of this line were crossed out and *he

wording altered. +the above account reflects this modified version. The Grlfxndl bee—
fcre alteration (presumably by Woolley himself) read as follows:

"MUCH WAS SAID IV THRIR DELIEZRATION FCOR ANT AGAINST SOME ETICT 23 MANIFESTO
THAT HAD BEEY PREPARED, AUD AT A MEETING THAT AFTESNQON, AT WHICH THERE WE2E
PRESENT GZCRGE Q. CATWOV, JOHY T. CAILZ, HIEAM B. CLAWSON, CHARLES H, WILKINS,
JOHN W. WOOLL®Y AND MYSTLF, I HZARD PRES. TAYLOR SAY . . " (Statement on
file in the Church Historian's Office, Salt lake City, Utah.)

The earliest reference to the Lorin Woolley story comes from an early Fundamen-

talist, Joseph W. Musser. It is reported:

"LORENZO SHOW DIFED CCT. IO, I90I. SENT MESSENGER BEFORE TO NOTIFY HIV (JOS-
EPH W, Muweszd) OF HIS CUTY TO EHTZR PLURAL MAPRIAGE AND KEEP IT ALIVE. JOSEPH
W. MET LO2IN WOOLLEY AR2UT I507 A .LD#1Y EADIO PLANT, WHMO EELATZIC THE MEETING

OF SEPT,. 27, IB6. o .. « IN 190 9y WIRD CAMT FEQM JCSFPH F. SMITH TC 3EGIN

A e

TALKING." (Joseph W, Musser Journal, cited on an undated mimocgrapheu sheet),
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S Ea "LORIN C. WOOLLEY STATEMENT
‘-‘f e a Given at Salt Lake City, Utah, September 22, 1929, at
A ; 304 Vermont Bldg., with reference to the Revelation of Sep-

tember 27, 1886, on the subject of Celestial or plural mar-
riage, wvhich Revelation was given by the Lord to President
"John Taylor.

Present: Lorin C. Woolley, Daniel R. Bateman, John Y.
Barlow, J. Leslie Broadbent and Joseph W. Musser. Openirg
prayer was offered by John Y. Barlow,

Lorin C, VWoclley related ‘the folloving While the breth-
ren were at the Carlisle residence in May or June of 1886, 4
~ letters began tc come to President John Taylor from such men e
~ as John Sharp, Forace Fldredge, William Jennings, John T
~ Caine, Abraham Hatch, President Cluff and many other leading

~men from all over the Church, asking the leaders to do some-
thirg, as the Gentiles were talking of confiscating their
property in connection with the property of the Church.

These letters not only came from those who were living S
in the plural marriage relation, tut also from prominent men S
who were presiding in various offices of the Church who were a
- not living in that relation. They all urged that something
- be done to satisfy the Gentile, so that their property s
vould not be confiscated.

George Q. Cannon on his own initiative selected a com=-
mittee comprizing himself, Fyrum B, Clawson, Franklin S.
Richards, John T. Caine, and James Jack to get up a state-
ment, or manifesto, that would meet the objections urged ty
the brethren atove named., They met from time to time to dis-
cuss the situation. from the White home, where President
Taylor and companions stopped, after leaving the Carlisle

&= home, they went out to father's. George Q. Cannon would go
s and consult with the brethren of the committee, I taklng him =2
- back and forth each day. : e

On September 26, 1886, George Q. Cannon, Hyrum B. Clawson,
Franklin S. Richards and the others, met President John
Taylor at my father's residence at Centerville, lDavis County,
Utah, and presented a document for President Taylor's con-
sideration.

I had Just got back from a three day's trip, during
most of which time I had been in the saddle, and being great-
ly fatigued, I had retired to rest. Eetween one and two
o'clock P.M. Brother Samuel Bateman came and woke me up and
asked me to be at ny father's home, where a manifesto was
to be discussed. I went there and found there were congre-
gated Saumel Bateman, Charles H. Wilkins, L. John RNuttall,
Charles Birrell, George Q. Cannon, Franklin S. Richards and

gb;) Hyrum B, Clawson, We discussed the proposed manifesto at
length, but we were unable to become united in the discus=-
sion, Finally, George Q. Cannon suggested that President
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= Taylor take the matter up vith the Lord and decide the same

2 the next day.
. | Brothers Clawson and Richards were taken back to Salt 2
h Lake. That evening I was called to act as guard during the

first part of the night, notwithstanding the fact that I was
. greatly fatigued on account of the three day's trip I had
e s Just completed.

The brethren retired to bed soon after nine o'clock. -
The sleeping rooms were inspected by the guard as was the
custom. President Taylor's room had no outside door. The
windows were heavily acreened.

~ Some time after the brethren retxred. and wvhile I was
reading the Doctrine and Covenants, I was suddenly attracted
to a light appearing under the door leading to President - -
Taylor's room, and was at once startled to hear the voices
of men talking there. There were three distinct voices. I
was bewildered because it was ny duty to keep people out of
that room and evidently scmeone had entered without ny know-
ing it. I made hasty examination and found the door leading
“to the room bolted as usual, I then examined the outside of
the house and found all the window screens intact, While
examining the last window and feeling greatly agitated, a
- voice spoke to me, sayxng. Can’t you feel the szrzt? H?y =
- ahould you uvrry’

B e

At this, I returned to my post and continued to hear

the voices in the room. They were so audible that although
: . I did not see the parties, I could place their position in
et e the room from the sound of the voices. The three voices

e ; continued until about midnight, when one left and the other
two continued. One of them I recognized as President John
Taylor's voice. I called Charles Birrell and we both sat
up until eight o'clock the next morning. (Cherles Birrell
wvas also a bodyguard of the Brethren and was to take the
second shift in watching on this night.)

When President Taylor came out of his room about eight

L o'clock on the morning of September 27, 1886, we could
scarcely look at him on account of the brightness of his
personage,

He stated:

Brethren, I have had a very pleasant comersation
all night with Brother Joseph, (Joseph Smith)

I said,

Boge, who te the man thit was there until mid-
) night?
’\ &

* He asked,

<9
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Wmt do you know about <it, Lorin?
I told him all about my experience. He said,
Brother Lorin, That wag your Lord,

We nod no breakfast, but assembled curselves in a meeting.
I forget who opened the meeting. I was called to offer the
benediction. I thirnk my father, John W, Woolley, offered
the opening prayer, There were present at this meeting, in
addition to President Taylor, George Q. Cannon, L. John Nuttall,
John W. Wooclley, Samuel Bateman, Bishop Samuel Sedden, George
Farl, my mother, Julia E, Woolley, my sister, Any Woolley,
and myself, The meeting was held from about nine o'clock in
the mornirg until five in the afterncon without intermission;
being about eight hours in all. ¢

President Taylor called the meeting to order. He had
the manifesto that had heen prepared under the direction of
George Q. Cannon, read over agein. Then he put each person
under covenant that he or she would defend the principle
of Celestial or plural marriage, and that they would conse-
crate their lives, liberty and property to this end, and
that they personally would sustain and uphold that principle,

By that time we were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
President Taylor and those present occupied three hours up
to this time, After placing us under the covenant, he
placed his finger on the document, his person rising off
the floor atout a foot or eighteen inches, and with a coun=-
tenance animated by the Spirit of the Lord, and raising his
right arm to the square, he said,

Sign that document, Never, I would suffer ry
right hand to ba severed from my hody first., Sanc-
tion it, Never, I would suffer rmy tongue to he torn
from its roots in my mouth kefore I would sanotion it.

After that he talked for about an hour and then sat down
and wrote the revelation which was given him by the Lord upon
the question of plural marriage --- which is as follows:

My son Jolm: You have asked me concerning the
New and Everlasting Covernant and how far it ia
bindirg upon my people. Thus saith the Lord: All
commandments that I give must be obeyed by those
calling therselves by my nama, unless they are re=
voked by me or rmy my autkority., And how can I re-
voke an everlagting covenant, For I, the Lord, am
everlasting, and my everlasting covemants cannot
be akrogated, nor done avay with --- kut they stard
forever, Bave I not given my word 1in great plainness
on thig eubject? Yet hmve not great rnumlers of my
people: Feen negligent in the olservance of my laws
and the keeping of my commandments, ard yet have I

wA
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not rorme with ther these rary years, and tlis be=
cause of their vealness, Feocause of the pertlous
time, and furthermcre it i8 now pleasirg to me that
men skould use their free agency in regard to thesa
matters. Keverthelens, I, the Lord, co rnot charge
and my vord and my covenante and my law do not. And,
as I hmave heretofore satd by my servant Josepr, all
those who would enter into my glory muet ani shall
obey ry law. And mave I rot comrmanded ren that if
they were Alrahan's seed and would enter Tnto my
glory, they must do the worke of Akralam? I have
not revoked this law, nor will I, for it is ever-
lasting and those who will enter into my glory must
obey the conditions thereof, even 8o, Aren,

Then he talked to us for some time, and said,

Some of vou will be handled and ostracized and
be cast out from the Church Fry wour oun lretiren be-
ecause of your faithfulness ard integrity to this
principle, and soma of you may have to swrender your
lives hecause of the same, Fut woe, 1ve, unto those
vho shall Ilring there troubles upon pou,

(Three of us were hardled and ostracised for supperting and
sustaining this principle.) There are only three left who
were at the meeting mentioned --- Daniel R. Bateman, Seorge
Earl, and myself. So far as I ¥now those of them who have
passed away all stood firm to the covenants entered Iinto
that day to the day fo their deaths.

After the meeting referred *to, President Taylor had L.
John Nuttall and myself write five copies of the revelation.
He called five of us together, Samuel Bateman, Charles H.
Wilkins, George Q. Cannon, John W, Woolley and myself. He
then set us apart and placed us under covernant that, while
we lived, we would see to it that no year passed by without
children being born in the princirle of plural narriage.

We were given authority to ordain others when necessary to
carry this work on, they in turn to be given authority to
ordain others when necessary, under the direction of the
worthy senior (by ordination) so that there should be no
cessation in the work. He then gave each of us a copy of
the revelation.

I am the only one of the five now living, and so far
as I know all five of the drethren remaired true and faith-
ful to the covenants they entered into and to the responsi-
bilities placed upon them at that time.

During the eight hours that we were toegther and while
President Taylor was talking to us, he frequently arose and
stood above the floor, and his counterance and being were
80 enveloped in light and glory that it was difficult for
us to look upon him.
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He stated that the document, referring to the manifesto
wasg from the lower regions. FHe stated that many of the things
he had told us we would forzet, and they would be taken from
us, but that they would return to us in due time as needed,
and from this fact we would know that the same was from the
Lord. This has been literally fulfilled. Many of the things
I forgot, but they are coming to me gracdually, and those
things that come to me are as clear as on the day which they
were given.

President Taylor said that the time woculd come when many
of the Saints would apostacize (sic) because of this prin-
ciple. He said,

One-hatf of this people will aposincize over
the prineiple for which we are now Ln hiding, yea,
and possibly one-half of the otier half.

rising off the floor while making this statement. He also
said the day will come when a document similar to that
(manifesto) then under consideration would be adopted by
the Church, following which

Apostacy and whoredom would be rampant in
the Church.

He said that in the time of the geventh President of the
Church, the Church would go into bondage both temporally and
spiritually and in that day the one mighty and stronz spoken
of in the 85th Section of the Doctrine and Covenants would
come.

Among many other things stated by President Taylor on this
occasion was this:

T would be surprized 4if Zen per cent of Zhose
who claim to hold the Melchizedeh Priesthood will
remain fwe and falthgul fo the Gospel ¢4 the Lord
Jesus Chnist, at Zhe time 04 the seventh President
and that there would be thowsards that Hhink they
hold the Pricsthood at that time, but would not
have it properly conferred upon them.

John Taylor set the five apart and gave them authority
to perform marriage ceremonies, and also to set others apart
to do the same thing as long as they remain on the earth;
and while doing so the Prophet Joseph Smith stood by di-
recting the proceedings. Two of us had not met the Prophet
Joseph Smith in his mortal l1ife, and we, Charles H., Wilkins,
and myself, were introduced to him and shook hands with him.

Signed: Lorin C, Woolley

$Pamahtesy-1886-Revetationy-pps—S=-8¢-atse p=TRHTHy=2+338=-3263-
(Stone, Jesse Burke, AND EVENT OF THE UNDERGROUND DAYS, pp. 3-8,
see also: Pamphlet, 1836 REVELATINN, Darter, KEYS NF THE KINGDOM-
WHERE?)



Parts of the above statement are taken almost verbatim from the 1929 VWoolley
‘ account. This suggests that Pateman either had Woolley's account before him as he
wrote his own account or else he had read and heard it so many times that he had
memorized it almost word for word. If he were really an eye-witness of the events,
why did he not give his own first-hand account of what purportedly happened instead
of reiying on Lorin Woolley for the wording and details? Could it be that Eateman
is simply repeating what he had heard Woolley tell and was not an eye-witnesc: of such
events at all? We have noted that Pateman was not even mentioned in ‘'oolley's I729
version., Perhaps he waited until Bateman was convinced of his story before involv-
ing him as a participant. More on this later. Daniel Bateman appended the {ollowing
short testimeny to Woolley's I929 account:

"I WAS PRIVILEGTD TO BF AT THE MEETING CF STPTZMBIR 27, I886, SPOKEM OF 3Y
BROTEER WOOLLEY, I MYSELF ACTING AS CONT OF THE SUARDS FOR TQE EEETLi“- DURING
THOSE EYITTUG T'“V.. THE PROCEFDINGE OF THE MEETING, AS ALSO THE CIRCUMETANCES
RELATING TO THZ WOODRUFF MANIFESTO AS RELATED BY BHOTHER WOOLLEZY, ARE CIRARECT

‘-’ IN EVERY DETAIL. I WAS NOT PRESENT WHEN THE FIVE SPOKEN OF BY BROTHER wWOOLLZY
- WERE SET APAPT "OR “P?CIAL WORK, BUT HAVE ON CIFFZRENT OCCASIONS HIARD THE DZ-
TAILS OF THE SAME EZLATED 7Y BRCTHER LCRIN C. WOOLLTY AilD JCHN W, WOOLLZY, A%ND
FROM ALL THE CIRCUHSTANC?S ¢'ITH WHICH I AM FAMILIAR, I FIRMLY BFLIVE THE TzZSTI=-
MONY OF THESE TWO BRETHREN TO 3E TRUE." (Truth, vol. 2, p. I20).

It is interesting to note the discrepancy of content and detail in the various
versions we have reviewed. The case has been argued that discrepancies might have
.occurred because of the L3 year time interval between the alleged occurrence and the
recording of the event. Woolley, however, rules out his line of reasoning when he
contends: "Many of the things I forgot, but they are coming to me gradually, and
those things that come to me are as clear as on the day on which they were given.,!

Daniel Bateman also makes a similar claim:

s

AT THE AGE OF 8I YFAPS I HAVE A CLFARNESS OF MIND AND ALERTNESS OF INTELe
LECT AND I KNOW THAT ALL I HERSIN SAY IS TRUE." (Truth, vol. 8, p. L6)
"HE ALSO TOLD OF THE VERY ETRONG IMPRESSIDN TUESE INSTRUCTICHS MAD MATE UP-
ON HIM AYD BORE T=STIMONY TO THF FACT THAT PRESITENT JOHMN TAYLOR WAS MOVED IN
) HIS REMARKS 3Y THE SFIRIT OF THE LORD TO SUCH AN TXTZNT THAT THOSE IN HIS FRES-
ENCE COULD FESL IT ALL THROUGH THEIR SYSTZIM." (Supplement, pe 27)e

It has also been argued that discrepancies between the various versions are a



-1‘ mark of its authenticity, rather than its falsity. The argument is that if all the
versions agreed in all details it would be sure evidence of collusion. This argument
may be true where independent authors are writing of events years later such as Mat=-
thew, Mark, Luke and John wrote the four gospels of the Wew Testament, but in the
case at bar each account purports to be a firsthand account of Lorin Woolley written
down by the listener at the time. This being the case, discrepancies evidence vas-
cillation by the author himself, not the reporter. If Woolley sanctioned each ac-
count as claimed he alone is responsible for the discrepancies that appear.

The very claim apologists use as evidence for collusion is true in this case.

Daniel Bateman, Lorin Woolley's only witness, tells a story that mimics Woolley's so

closely that it must be sure evidence for such collusion. The discrepancies appear

between the various tellings by the author himself,
The validity of the Lorin Woolley statement is subject to the following gues=-

\ tions:

I. Is the Lorin Woolley statement historically tenable?

2. If it is, upon what basis of fact and evidence does it rest for its authen-
tic}ty?

3 If }t is not, are there any historical events of fact and record upon which
which such a statement could have been formulated?

L. If there are none, what alternative explanations (if any) might be offered
to justify the existence and perpetuation of the activities of the Funda-
mentalist factions contrary to civil and ecclesiastical laws and policies
which have heretofore offered this story as primary justification for their
existence?

Several points are made in the Lorin Woolley statements which are of such a

‘ nature as to easily be subjected to historical examination for verification. when

Lorin Woolley gives names, dates, places and events he leaves himself open for his=-

torical scrutiny. A considerable amount of primary source material is available to



bear on his contentions such as journals, diaries, minutes, letters, trials, histor-

&

ies, affidavits, etc, We will now proceed to examine the various versions of the

Lorin Woolley story in light of each other and available documents of the time.



In I933 there was a version of the Lorin Woolley Statement published which was
purported to have been related and written down by the author in I925. This would
make it the earliest recorded version to be publishcd; antedating Musser's account
of 1929 ty over four years. It was published by Byron Harvey Allred, a one time mis-
sionary companion of Lorin “oolley. (3. Harvey Allred and Lorin C. Woolley served
together in the Southern States Mission some time between Oct. IB87 - Oct. I1839).
Allred gives the following authority for his version of the Lorin Woolley Story:

"THE WRITER ORTAINED THE TIFORMATION . . . FROV TWO FYE AND “AR WITw
HESSES OF THE RVENT, AUD THAT TESTIMOUY WAS RORNT IN THE NAME OF THE LOHD &'D

SOME SEVZN YSARS AGD. SOMT OF TUE PROPYZCISS DRILIVIPSD BY JOMN TAYLOR Cil THAT
OCCASION WEPE BELATET T) THME WRITTR YSASLY THIRTY YEARS AGO, 37 IS SO JCHI W,
TAYLOR, AYD THAT RTLATING AGXZED IV SITAIL WITH TEE TISTH'ONY BORNT Y THE TWO
EYE WITUESSES." (Allred, A Leaf In Zeview, 1932, p. I190).

One of the "prophecies" referred to in this account has to do with three-fourths
of the membership of the Church apostatizing over the principle of plural marriage.
Joseph Musser alludes to this in his journal in I922 when detail was being adced to

the 1886 story:

"JULY 30, I922; 3R0. (JCHY T.) CLARX SPOKE OF {A) PROPEECY OF TEE LATE APOS=
TLE JOHN W, TAYLCR, “WHO SAIC . . . IN A MEITING HMELT I DAVIS STAYE TEAT
OYE=-ITALF OF THE PEOJPLE “AULLC APOSTATI?E, AXD O:T~<ALF OF THT COTH=ZR HALF, 2ZCAUSE
OF POLVGAMY. AND AS ZVIDTICE, THAT THE PRIDICTION WOULD CME TiUE, WITHIN THE
WEEK ONS OF THE THREE MNEPHITES WCULD VISIT CAVIS COUATY AXD TMEFE WOULD “T A HE=
MARKABLE HTALING, W'ICH 3RO, CLARK TESTIFITD HAD OCCUZREL." (Joseph ‘usser
Journal, July 30, I922),

This statement was made a part of the Lorin “oolley story as a prophecy of Pres-
ident John Taylor at the I836 meeting. This then became an evidence to B. Harvey
Allred and others that the story was true.

The assumption is that the two "eye and ear witnesses" Allred refers to would
have been John Y. Woolley and his son Lorin C. Woolley. The forward is dated May IS,
I932. It contains the following statement:

"FOR SEVEN EONT YEARS T HAVE TRIED TO RFASON AGAINST MY SETTER E°NiE

A
DUTY IN THIS IMATTCR., I HAVE STAFCHED IV VAIN FCR AN ACCIFTABLE ZXCUsSZ
ING THIS THIIG TO Y02t WORTHY AND CAPAZLE MINCS." (Ibid., pe. 12)
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Seven years prior to I932 places this visit with the Woolleys scmetime in the



