


olygamy Rites

There are actual harems in this
modern USA of ours—disgraceful
“families” who believe in the
weird, shameful Sanhedrin cult . ..

Gov, Pyle said cultith were “dedicated to pro-
duction of white slaves who have no way of sicape.”
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State Atty, Gen. Row F, Janes questions mother and three daughters.
The Marmon Church vigorouly denounces the strange Sanhredin culf.
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By L. MacKAY PHELPS

ECENTLY an outraged America

was agaln shocked inta the
rﬁmmuum that palygamy atill
thrives in these suppossdly chvilized
United States. = .

This—despite the determined and
conbinulng &farts of liw-enforee-
ment agenckes o stamp out the
brutal and pagan practice—as
viclous and degrading to the female
56X a5 the harem horrors and con-
cublnage of Mohammedan lands
and the Orlent.

Only two years ago, 45 persona
were rounded up in & mazss rald on
Utah polygnmists inet Mormons,
slnce the Mormen Church or “Lat-
ter-Day Saln's' afficially abandoned
polygamy in 1896, when Utah be-
cime n state) .

This most recent rald, in which
M8 persons—men, women, And
children—were taken Into custody,
oocurred Just prlor to dawn on
July 26 In ihe isolated village of
Bhort Creek Arizona.

It was not the first time that
Bhort Creek hos been the object of
attention by horrifed ofMcialdom.
There have been polygomy ralds
there before, bub prison sentences
imposed on some of the cult leaders
have had lttle effect on slopping



thiz degrading practice. For twenty
yrars some of the cult members
nave operated Ln brazen deflanes ol
elvilized principles of mornlity

Omne of the most hideous praciices
has been the flagrant “loan™ or
“swap” of young girls for the par-
peoie Of LEMPOrLAry=—n0t even poly-
gamous—gratifcation of lust, Bome
of the elderly “patrinrcha” with at-
irmclive daughtors of thirteen years
or =0 lonned thelr own tender DNesh
and blood to equally qn.-nru\'-:d old-
eters receiving the loan of their
daughters n return, Sometimes the
fathers who exchanged tholr tecn-
ster dnughters for this nelariougns
purpnes wereE |l Bhele Bfties and
mixibes

Little wonder thatl the moral ele-
ment af the Short Creek nrea look -
ed upan the cultists with revulsion!
And recently Gov. Pyle of Arizons
himsell termed the cull “an lnsur-
rectlon agalnat the state” and “the
foulest consplracy you could possib-
Iy imagine.” He added significantly
that it was run by “a hard core of
greedy and leentious men.”’

Reason the Arizona lust colony
has Been able Lo operate with rela-
live Impunity is due o lta extreme

iCentinued on paEpe 53 |

Part of the p-ul:,r\qnm'.l CIJH‘. iﬁl:l'l.ldiﬂg two while-bloued gir|'|. whao
State claims were forced nto marriage, al Short Creek aftor raid.

L-I':I"by 3. Johnion, &4, fallz fo nowsmen affer palice rasd. Deseribed
as leader of the sect, ho s charged with having total of sin wives.
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jzolation. Located In the “Blrip
Country” desert, surrounded om
three aldes by decp cAnyons and
hundreds of miles from the nearest
railroad, it is almost implssible Lo
rald by surprise. Similar polygamist
colonies are believed to exist IR
other remote and almost Incces-
gibie arens of Arizone and other
weztern states.

Despite elaborabs provisions, sar-
prise was not achleved in the recent
rald. The ralders—100 strong—ad-
vanced In two motorkzed columns at
4:08 AM, from a forest bass where
they had remained all night. Their
vehicles moved at top speed with
girens walling. Immedialely warning
signals were noled—a Aaring Ught
on & hillside and explosions, per-
haps gunshots

When they reached Short Creek,
they found po men n Lhe primitive
homes—aonly women and children.
The men—and & few of the women
—had asarmbled 0 the schoolyard,
decorously dressed in thelr besl
garments. They had holsted ithe
American flag, and defiantly they
sang “America” and  rellglous
hyrmina.

But Gthe charges that were
brought against the ringlepders
belled these phony pretenslons of
Afnericanism, They bncluded:

Contributing o the delfiguency of
a miner femals,

Statulory rape.

Open and nolorious cohgbitation.

Bipampy

Marrying the spouse of another.

And & number of offenses of non-
sexunl nature, sach as:

Falsfication of public records

Imcome=-lax evesion,

Failure o comply wifhk mr'puru-
tion lmees.

Misappropriafion of school funds.

Improper e of school facilifies.

Of the 348 persons taken into
custody—eomprising practically the
efitire population of the village—33
were adult males, B were women,
while the remainder were childran,
283 of them!

AIL for the leaders of patriarchs
of the eult was set at $2500,
for others I ranged downward in
accordance with the gravity of the
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offense. Al lenst fwo men were

charged with having hall & dozen
wives, while “numerous others”

* were charged with having two or

moere males

Mozt pitiful were wives of flteen
and even younger in girlish plgtalls
who presumably had been born mnd
reartd in Lhe polygamous philoso-
phy of the cult. Bome of these, ae-
cording to the Governor, had been
compelled fo marry men “of all
nges.”

Governor Pyle castigated the cul-
tists as being “dedicated to the
production of white slaves who are
without hope of escaping this de-
grading slavery from the moment
of their births"

This was denls=d by one of the
alleged “patriarchs” of the cull, 85-
year-old Leray B Johnson, who de-
clared, "We have done no Wrong.
We just practice our religlon ae-
cording to our bellefs,

“The waomen don't have to marry
ps Il they dom't wani bo, 1 defy
anyone Lo prove hal any girl was
over foreed Into a marrlage.”

But he was flatly contradicted by
at lenst one weeping “bride™ of
seventeen, who declared to police:

“] was told that I had to marry
& TO-year-old man. 1 told Lhemn
they eould B me first. They finally
gave me a second cholee of marry-
ing & 45-year-obld man. IL waz =0
hopeless I gave up, I was his Tourth
wife ™

Let wa hope that the ringleaders

of this foul eult—who deseribe
themselves &z Lhe “Sanhedrin”—
receive the sume short shrifi given
some of thelr (i In & previons trial
involving Short Creek patriarcha
They were convicted and wenl o
Jall,
* Far from being accepled members
af the Latter Day Baints, the poly-
gamisls who were formerly Mor-
mons are Immediately excommunl-
cated asz soom a5 thelr polygamy
becomes Enowmn.

“People who are membsrs of the
cult are rearing familles Negiti-
mately,” the late and greatly re-
spected head of the Lalter Day
Baints, Heber J. Granf, declared
following an carlier polygamy scan-
diel. “They know they do this fo

gatisfy Lheir own passions, Beeking
to indulge thetr Justs, they are ilv-
ing In adultery, We are anxlous
that sueh offenders should be pun=
ished ms the law provides™

Mormons themselves slgned com-
plaints against the polygamisis In
a fairly recent instance in Maricopa
Coanty, Arizona, the complaint was
slgned by Mormon bishop Wendel A,
Davis aguinet & man alleged o have
six wives in Arizona—{our of them
living undor the same roof—and
two more in Utah.

Banhedrin polygamists claim
o have ln the nelghborhodd af
20,000 members and that their num-
Bbers are increasing at about 3,000
a year. While Short Creek might
be defined as polygamy’s American
“papital™ there are other colonles,
almost invariably in remole regions
that are difficull of acces

The cult puts out wvarious pub-
lleations, including & mAagEine
named Truih and various books
which =seck to justily polygamy.
Bome of the statements o
in these publications wre:

*Today there nre mol enough men
who are capable of assuming Lhe
responsibility of marriage o care
for all of the women. And 20 wom-
en are forced Lo remain single.

“Women hove & Tight Lo marry . ..

“And if m man iz atirmctive to
more than one womsn and is at-
tracted by them and |s willing to
pssume the responsibllity, and the
women are agreed and pure, whose
Bisiness i WY &

Actually the preponderance of
women ovgr men in the United
Btales iz nowherc near a3 great
in the cultista would =eem fo Imply,
while ln numerous Areas—auch A
Alaska—men’ oulnumber women
heavily. It is also true that a great
many women, under present-day
economie and politieal tensions and
uncertainties, prefer not to marry,
thus reducing the preponderance
The Sanhedrizsts |gnore thess facts
in their arguments.

Yot they assert ithat “the only
heaven-blessed marriage i3 the re-
lation of one man with many wom-
en” and that every man should be
entitled to “many wives and con-
cublnes . . .~

Entirely azide ffom the fact thatl
there mre nowhere near enough
woman for this herem conception
of marriape o be even remolsly
feasible—and entirely apart from
the moral I[acters Involved—the
cult has o philosophy af male
superiority repugnant Lo modern
theoriea of the basie eguality of
the sexes

For example, femals virginity st
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Though the BSanhedrisiz clalm
that thelr form of polygamy la n

saféguard against male promiscu-
For example, they found litle
“These polygamists,” declared the
late E. Elmo Bollinger, who as coun-
l.rlﬂnrnrrprmhdﬂhﬂﬂﬂrﬂl

ity; = deterrent o prostitution,

birth control, and divorse; and even
& health advantage to their poly-
gamous husbands, it is noteworthy
dhat many responsible authorsitles
proach to sex was concerned. Hiis-
bands were found who visited their
numerous mates on “elreult™ sched-
ules much as traveling salszmen
cover thelr terrifories. This was
necessary because wives were often
housed In separate homes in order
“to concenl evidence of cohabitation.
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There have been several attempts
to Institute polygamy in this coun-
try. It is,not generally known that
the Morman experiment was not
inaugurated until many years after
founding of that faith by Joseph
Smith, but this is a fact. And even
then, despite the fact that poly-
gamy was officlally enjoined follow-
ing a “revelation” experienced by
Smith in 1843, the great majority of
Mormons refused to take more than
one wife. At no time weére more
than fiwvo or three percent of the
Mormons practicing polygamists.

Another experiment In polygamy
‘was the “Onelda Perfectionists,” a
cult originally founded In Putney,
Vermont in 1838 by John Humphrey
Noyes. Polygamy was practiced by
both sexes, and included in theory
the entire adult community, so that
every woman was the wife of all
the men and vice-versa.

In 1847 the group removed to
Omelda, in upstate New York, where
they bullt an elaborate and com-

plex agricultural - manufacturing
culture which became known as
the Onelda Community. One of
their practices was for the younger
girls to mate with the older men,
the theory belng that they would
gain wisdom thereby.

However, Irictions developed and
the New York State Legislature did
not look kindly upon the munl
freedom practiced. Polygamy
officially discontinued in 1882, 'I"u
this day, the name Onelda Com-
munity 1s retalned by a famous
manufacturer of sllverware.

Other examples might be glven,
but these should be sufficlent to
show that polygamy is not only ob-
solete but socially destructive. The
sooner the last lingering remnants
of this degrading form of marriage
are wiped out in our western states,
the better for all concerned, partic-
ularly for the polygamists them-
selves, thelr deluded wives, and
their hapless offspring.

THE END
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Gov. Pyle said cultists were “dedicated to pro-
duction of white slaves who have no way of escape.”




Loroy 5. Johnson, &4, talks o newsmen after, police raid. Describad
as leader of the sect, he is charged with having total of six wives.




state Atty. Gen, Row F. Jones queitions mother and three daughters.
The Mormon Church vigaroutly denounces the strange Sanhredin cult.



