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THE LONELY MEN OF SHORT CREEK

THEY AWAIT TRIAL AS RESULT OF POLYGAMY UPROAR

For men used to having as many az five women
anid 21 children around the howse it was a lone-
Iy situation for the men of Short Creek, Arie.
Stolidly they ate o breakfast of oatmeal and
friedl epggs (ebove). They were still too stunned
L] i?l:-lll"bl'l'l.ll.'ﬂl:l- what had !I-HI}]I-E“H{'I!.

The Shaert Creekers nre a “fundamentalist”,
heretical splinter of the Mormon Church, who
live underneath vaulting red clife—the Towers
of Tumurru—in one of the most inaceessible
parts of the U.5,, 150 miles from the nearest
railroad. They believe "in all the doctrines and
covennnts of Joseph Smith,” including com-
munal living and the famous 132nd section

sanctioning polygamy, which the orthodox
Moemon Church rencunced in 1890, But last
July the sovereign state of Arizona in the
person of 200 state troopers—hve Looopers poe
Slort Creek man—ilescended an the coleny.
Without making a direct charge of polvg-
pmy, Uhe trongeers arrested the men on charges
o CONSMraey o violate a host of lows [rom
sialulory Tape to misappropriation of school
funds. Governor Howard Pyle nccused the
community of being "unalterably dedicated to
the wicked theory that every maturing girl
child (neually before she reached the age af
15) should be foreed into multiple wifehood

with men of all ages.” While the Short Creek
prent were in jail, the state packed nearly all of
il town’s 83 women and 250 children 450
miles nway Lo Phecnix, Then tlie 36 men wers
releaced on bail pending hearings on Sept. 28

The men walked from behind bars into theie
lonely town, Heaviest of their burdens was the
srate’s disclosure of its intenton nol merely
to wipe out the community but to place the
children ns state wellare charges in suitnble
Mormen homes. The men’s religion forhids
them to show anger, but eoe finally burst
out. " What we are worried abouat i3 that we
are never Eoing to see OOt children u,‘:'u.ill.”



LEGAL QUESTIONS, AN ELDER'S

Eighty-four-vear-old Joseph Smith Jessop (abowe), named for the found-
er of the Mormon Church, was in a way o symbol of the small cooperative
coloniez believing in polygnmy which have eropped up porsistently in
the Southwest despite efforts 1o stamp them out. He had 22 children be-
tween the oges of 64 and 4, 112 grandehildren and 147 great-grandehils
dren, Az an elder of Short Creek’s "United Effort™ community, Patriarch
Tessop helped direct the pooling and divizion of all earnings from the
communally owned sawmill, dairy herd, cannery, 2,500 acres of crop
land and 235,000 in fann equipment. The sheck of the arrest was too
much lor the staunch old Mormon. A month alter the Til-i'J-. ]l'-'-’l"l'T':'km:
he died and his hoge family r_:llllll.'fl.'l:l around to do him honor.

[ llr|'\-|_'u|l|ﬁ|:|_|_: apainal the rest of the men of Short Creek, Arizonn fnced



GRAVE, AN EMPTY SCHOOLHOUSE

a tricky legal problem. Since the Short Creekers avoided civil marriage
ceremonics, it is difficult to convict them of polvgamy, The state there-
fore deviesd the p'lll‘l ol Ch.‘il}:il!i‘: the Short Creckers with numerous
other Till'-‘llintli. for which lhl.' pru:m.‘uliun will 1[t"mnu.rl hmwlr fines with
the d!ﬂigll of llﬂﬂtrllplillg the |.'i.||l.lll_"|-'. [1s ilnl-rtl:igniuru are rn“ﬁ':ing ovi-
dence, they say, to prove many women were reluctant participanis in
pluml umons=—Ilor ¢xam |.'||£'., that one aie: of 17 was almost loreed to marry
o ?“-FEHT-'II]IL But the Short Creckers III'JI._\ these |.'|'|4|r£r-i and are prepars
ing to defend themselves on constitutional grounds. One of them, a Uni-
versity of Ulah graduate, says, “The Bill of Rights says we ean worship
God as we please, My religion is not abridging the rights of others,
v+ » Whose is the next religion that is going 10 become unpopular?”



DEATH OF A PATRIARCH asdded to Short Creek's sadness. Joreph Smith
Jessop, a founder of the colony, posed with youngest child Mabel Ann, 4, after
releare from jail. Me said then, "This will prultu b my last piﬂurt," A week
later be died. Last week 101 members of his immediate family attended his funeral

(center) and his sons dug his grave. At the (uneral a son, Virgil Jessop, gave the
‘eulogy: “This man has left nothing of his worldly worth, but he has left far

more than mest people of God's work, There isn’t another man in the U.S. that

2an boast this man's pesterity. . . . Grandpa has received & martye’s crown,”



PRAYER AND THE CORN SEASON

In a few Short Creek households the family life still goes on, including
the weekly home meeting (fower left). Some older women without small
children have been allowad to rejoin husbands, Across the state line,
whieh cuts Short Creek in two, o Utah household is living much as it did
before the raid. There Schoolteacher Clyde Mackert, who had been work.
ing on hic Master’s degree, works along with his family canning com and
doing the normal chores of a small farmer, Mackert went voluntarily
across the state line to survender to the Arizona authorities along w ith the
other men of Short Creek, but his family was bevond their jurisdiction.



QUESTIONING A WOMAN,

Youse



DESERTED PUPPY, k=t behind im town when his FOURE Masior wWis inken :||:|
the stale troopers 1o Phoenix, sits in the desorted main strect of Short Creek,



GHLY TWO CHILDRIDN LIFT IM SHONT CACER GET LESSORS FRAOM PRINCIFAL THEY COULD STAY BCHINDG SINGL FAMILY DODS NOT PRACTICL POLYGAMY




MORMON WEDHESDAY MIGHT, a longtime tradi
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MACKERT HOUSE includes three women and +'|'r':|||: children. Two women say

they came from I'”].‘ EZAmons families and “have never known what monogamy is.”






THE COMBYRITY LLADDNE WITL, il | I - i A 1 4 i



