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Now learn a parable of the fig tree: When
its branches are yet tender, and it begins

to put forth leaves, ye know that summer is
nigh at hand.

So likewise mine elect, when they shall see
all these things, they shall know that he
i8 near, even at the doors.
Matthew 24:41,42
(Inspired Version)
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PREFACE

In what is known as Items From the Book of Remembrance of Joseph W.
Musser, which for many years has had a very limited circulation in mimeo-
graph form among fortunate friends and admirers of Brother Musser, was
recorded what has become the basic framework for this book. The subjects
are arranged in alphabetical order and with a Table of Contents.

In the original form items on the same subject appeared in as many
as four places. I did no editing except for typographical errors. Since
Joseph Musser's recordings were dated as the discussion or instruction
occurred, it was necessary at times for me to repeat dates for the reader's
convenience, Some items originally were not dated and, obviously, remain
undated.

All of the footnotes are mine.

All Bible references were copied from Joseph Smith's Inspired Transla-
tion.

To distinguish Joseph Musser's record, which for the most part is
Lorin Woolley's teachings in the meetings of the Council of Friends, from
what he taught me and my close associates on sundry occasions, all of
Joseph Musser's memoirs remain, like the original in elite type while all
of my comments and explanations appear in italics.

The unbiased student will readily observe the value of this addition
to the series of volumes of Reminiscences of John W. Woolley and Lorimn C.
Woolley, although only a few statements made by the former were recorded
in Joseph Musser's Items., Such students will also appreciate my humble and
painstaking efforts to clarify and sustain those data, an undertaking
frought with prayerful concern for truth,

Before attempting this work I talked with an old friend, a daughter of
Joseph Musser, who in turn consulted with two and possibly more of his chil-
dren. Because of their orthodox stand they could not honestly commend the
effort, neither would they condemn it. The responsibility for what I have
done rests solely upon my own shoulders and the comfort and peace bequeathed
by the Holy Spirit are also this author's.

Generations who knew not John Woolley nor Lorin Woolley have right, in
my opinion, to the truths contained in this record of Joseph Musser's, which
heretofore was restricted to a fortunate few, as I have explained.

Humbly I dedicate my efforts to the cause of truth and to the sacred
memory of the three men, John and Lorin Woolley and Joseph Musser, who helped
perpetuate these truths, May they and I meet again "beyond the river" in the
same felicity we once knew.

Rhea A. Kunz
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ABIDE
"And if ye abide in my law"

A controversy arose regarding the meaning of the term, "abiding the law".
G.Q. Cannon maintaining that to "abide the law', one must not only take plural
wives, but continue to live with more than one wife during his life time. Oth-
ers maintained that to enter the principle and continue to sustain it, even
though the plural relations, thru death of one or more of the wives, were not
continued, was abiding the law. Pres. Taylor made inquiry of the Lord and re-
ceived a revelation, which probably has never been written, sustaining the lat-
ter contention. Men may take plural wives but still not be abiding the law,
because their hearts are not converted to the principle, but those having en-
tered the principle with full purpose of heart, and continuing to believe in it
and sustain it, whether plural relations continue or not in this life, are "a-
biding" in the law.

I heard the following from people who were present in the home of a well-
known polygamist, in fact there had been a little friction with a wife or two
when this occurred. As the family was gathered for prayer and discussion there
was oceasion to ask their guest, Lorin C. Woolley, to explain certain things of
a spiritual nature. By way of answer he read to them slowly and precisely Lhe
whole section 132 of Doetrine and Covenants and every time he came to "abide"
or one of ite inflections he threw particular emphasig upon it. He remarked
that that word was repeated 13 times in the revelation. That was all he said
on the subject. The singularity of the whole incident left a lasting impres-
sion upon all who heard him, in fact upon others, like myself who heard the in-
cident narrated.

Many taking plural wives and failing to live the principle, their wives
will be taken from them and given to others who are worthy, among them, men who
would have lived the principle but could not because of physical or other hand-
icaps.

A certain brother, whom I knew went to Brother Lorin Woolley in sorrow be-
cause although he had two wives, the first had died before he married the second
and he feared that he might never be able to obtain two wives at the same time,
in order to fulfill the plurality aspect of the law. He received the same an-
swer as 18 given inm Brother Woolley's explanation above.

When I first heard of the incident soon after it happened, I thought of a
eertain man who was a vessel of wrath--and of lust, too. To me he seemed to be
one who would lose much in the next life, but within a year or two all but the
first wife had left him and received Priesthood divorces. Later each of these
wives married again in the Covenant.



ADAM'S WIVES

March 6, 1932

Adam probably had three wives on earth before Mary, mother of Jesus. Eve,
meaning first; Phoebe, meaning second; and Sarah, meaning third; and probably
the mother of Seth.

Brother Lorin told me this fact and named the wives. One was called Lil-
lian or Lillith, as I recall. Perhaps the second or third wife had two names,
but this I do recall clearly: Brother Woolley said that this earth is Eve's
earth and that the other two wives were not worthy of an earth of their own,
8o they were permitted to come and help populate Eve's earth.

March 6, 1932
Joseph of Armenia, proxy husband of Mary, had one wife before Mary and
four additional after. James and John were sons of Mary, Jesus' brothers.

Brother Lorin also told me that Joseph, the carpenter, was a polygamist
and one of the purest and best men that ever lived, or he would not have been
permitted to take Mary. Brother Woolley also said that Mary had six sons by
Joseph. Regarding her daughters I do not recall whether Brother Woolley said
she had two or three by Joseph. Lorin mentioned "James the brother of the
Lord" and "John the beloved" as being Jesus' brothers; so I can verify having
heard much of the above.

The reader will find many beautiful truths in the Apoerypha. Brother
Woolley told us a number of precious facts that I have found nowhere but in
Apoeryphal books, expecially inm MARY and in PROTEVANGELION. For further ex-
planation I suggest that you read my treatise on the Apoerypha, which is
found in POLLUTED FOUNTAINS--An L.D.S. Look At Abortion And Other Abominations,
in Appendix A, pages 195 to 199. If this book is not at hand, for the present
see Doc. & Cov. Section 91.

ANGELS DID WORK
(or work of angels)

December 3, 1931

In the spring of 1887, while he, Lorin, was plowing on his father's farm
in Centerville, and was rushing to finish the work, he was taken off the plow
to run an important errand in connection with the brethern in hiding. Upon his
return the next morning he discovered the plowing had been continued by unknown
hands so that no time had been lost, and the team didn't indicate it had been
worked at all. Another time the wheat in the field had been shocked in some
miraculous manner.

I heard of these miracles while Lorin Woolley was with us.



ANOINTINGS

lst Anointing: A promise to become.
2nd Anointing: Definite Blessings sealed.
3rd Anointing: By the Lord himself.

In the biographies and journals of early saints of this dispensation we
find accounts of husbands and wives who received their second anointings. Few
that I know of received their third anointings. In my forthecoming book VOICES
OF WOMEN APPROBATING CELESTIAL OR PLURAL MARRIAGE there will be a number of
instances. To make such entries here would require much time and space and is
deemed inadvisable.

The Holy Spirit of Promise: Proceeding from the Holy Ghost, sealing with
promise, such as those accepting Patriarchal marriage.

This brief notation is all that was made at the time on the subject. As
"ond Anointing"” indicates wives who "belong" are "sealed" at this time. This
i8 as I was always taught by Lorin Woolley and others, the first anointings
or promises being entirvely conditional.

APOSTASY

July 30, 1931

The young people of today, who have not had the fulness of the Gospel
preached to them, are not among those who will apostatize, as one cannot apos-—
tatize from a principle which has never been received.

Webster's definition of apostasy:
an abandoning of what one believed in, as a faith, political
party, principles, ete.

The apostasy of Thomas B. Marsh began over a pint of strippings his wife
took from a cow without authority.

(See J.D. 3:282-283, a narration by George A. Smith.)

1932
--all present authorities tinctured, J. Golden Kimball least of all.

May 8, 1936 --Joseph Musser's Counsel

I instructed the Saints not to rail against Pres. Grant; that he was the
right man in the right place. The people, because of lack of faith, were not
entitled to a better leadership than he gives them. Warned against waste.

Lorin Woolley informed us that both Wilford Woodruff and Heber J. Grant

filled their regrettable positions in history because of things they did before
they were born. We were assured that they had their agency both here and in

i3



the pre-existance, that there has been no force or coercion on the Lord's part.

BLOOD ATONEMENT

Abraham was required to offer up Isaac as an atonement for the sin of per-
mitting Sarah to cast Hagar out after becoming Abraham's wife. Isaac and Sarah
also understood the matter. By consenting to it Isaac became the heir and the
family head after Abraham died. It was a principle of blood atonement.

I was aware of this part about Abraham permitting Sarah as he did. Lorin
Woolley told several of us this fact.

Those who are living the law and engaged in setting the Church in Order,
from now on will not have to shed blood. The wicked among the Mormons, as in
the world, will slay the wicked.

(See Doe. & Cov. 63:32-34.)

Adam, Jesus Christ and Joseph Smith had their blood shed in their respec-
tive dispensations. Blood atonement.

In the absence of more proof of this matter we can surmise that Adam, like
John Taylor, could have shed his blood for the testimony of truth and, like
Brother Taylor, could have recovered. Brother Lorin told me and others that
John Taylor was a martyr three times: (1) when he shed his blood in Carthage
Jail and suffered so terribly in consequence; (2) when he lived on the under-
ground and was forced to be away from hie family and; (3) when he died earlier
than he naturally would have done. This was a result of hardships suffered in
old age in exile. Thus, Brother Woolley explained, people can suffer martydom
without shedding their blood.

CELESTIAL GLORY AND BLESSINGS THEREOF

Said by L.C.W. December 3, 1931

What is Celestial Glory? It can be compared with the sun. As at break of
day the sun appears mild and grows brighter and more intense each minute until
noon-day; so shine the different degrees of glory in the Celestial Kingdom.
Man must enter all kingdoms of glory, Celestial, Terrestrial or Telestial, by
baptism and the accompanying ordinances. Until he accepts such he must remain
in a kingdom without glory. It is reasonable for men to advance from one glory
to another, else there would be an end to progress.

The 144,000 are to be Gods and none others are to become so.



CELESTIAL MARRIAGE LAW
"If A Man Espouse A Virgin"

Related by L.C.W. July 30, 1931 -- Albert Carrington

Apostle Carrington was re-instated about six months before his death by
Angus M. Cannon and Lorin C. Woolley, with all former blessings. He had been
unjustly dealt with for taking women as wives in England. They were in the
nature of concubines since he could not have them married to him there.

I was aware of Lorin Woolley's telling about Albert Carrington espousing
two women, virging, in England, who were sisters to each other.

Abraham and Hagar

Also revealed that while a man may have ten virgins under the vow of mar-
riage, as concubines, yet he is under obligation to have them sealed to him at
the first opportunity. (I knew that Lorin Woolley taught this.) Hagar was
thus sealed to Abraham after her son was born and she left Abraham's tent. Mel-
chizedek came to Abraham and instructed him to send for Hagar and have her
sealed to him. Abraham inquired if such was necessary for his own exaltation
with that of the woman. The answer was yes. Abraham complied and Hagar became
a real wife to him.

The Law

Bro. W., in answer to a question, said a person cannot have eternal in-
crease unless he accepts and embraces the principle of plural marriage, unless
prevented from doing so by better reasons than the Manifesto offers.

* % % % % % % %

Marriage for eternity may be performed anywhere, either in or out of Tem-
ples, by those holding the authority. President Snow, setting John W. Woolley
apart as a Temple worker, said "I re-confirm upon you the authority to perform
marriage ceremonies in any part of the earth", as he had been set apart to do
by the Prophet Joseph and John Taylor.

* % % % % % % %

People may be sealed in marriage for eternity even before receiving their
endowments, and if good and worthy people are prohibited from receiving their
endowments, the Lord will take care of them.

All male members above the calling of Elders, and including the Elders,
must live the Patriarchal law, to qualify for their callings; otherwise their
Priesthoods may be called into question by "Friends'". To teach the fulness of
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the Gospel, as a Seventy is to do, he must live the Gospel.

* % * % % *x * %

A father living the law must be consulted and consent obtained before his
daughter can be married to a man. (See M.S. 15:214, colum 1.)

% % % * * % % %

Law of Sarah: Sharing the husband with another wife or wives.

On Divorce

As a continuation of the revelation, section 132, the Lord revealed:

A man dishonoring the Priesthood and his marriage covenants, forfeits his
wives and children; the wife being released by the same authority that sealed
her, is free to marry another man worthy, her children automatically going to
him without authentic ceremony. They follow their mother, and her sealing to
the husband takes them with her. Should she remain unmarried after her separa-

tion from an unworthy husband, and her father is worthy, living the Gospel,
she and her children become his.

On Priesthood Divorce

Christ's statement (Matt. 5:31-32) indicating fornication and adultery
the only grounds for divorce is modified* to mean that a man may become unwor-
thy of his wife and yet not be an adulterer; yet she is justified in leaving
him and marrying another under proper authority.

Fulness of the Law Promised -- Birth Control in God's Hands
Self-Control Urged -- Great Blessings

When the Saints are sufficiently purified and purged and can control their
appetites, the fulness pertaining to this great principle of life will be given
to them. Birth control is a divine principle, but God and not man must be the
controller. Self control on the part of individuals is the crying need. Until
self control has been accomplished, the Saints cannot expect to advance and
have the mysteries of the Kingdom revealed unto them as God is prepared to do;
nor can they have the faith to walk in the light of truth each day and, in ful-
ness, have the gifts of the Spirit. When self control is attained, we are in a
position to subdue the earth and populate it with prophets and prophetesses,
and none other characters will be born to us.

(See POLLUTED FOUNTAINS--An L.D.S. Look At Abortion And Other Abominations
by Rhea A. Kunz, Chapters 1 to 3.)

*Thige 18 an example of plain and precious things being taken from the Bible
See 1 Nepht 13:26, 28, & 40.



Lorin C. Woolley spoke of plural marriages performed by Bro. Ivins. He
said Bro. Ivins had performed more since the Manifesto than any other one man.
"It is about time we were telling what we know, so as to root out evil and

strengthen one another. There is a §ifting coming, and only those who know the
Gospel is true will stand."

% % % % * %

Notes of Jos. W. Musser, May 9, 1936:

Held special meeting at Short Creek, Arizona, with 17 present. The Lord
showed me, thru His Spirit, further light pertaining to Celestial Marriage.
From this light I explained as follows:

When the Saints live in the fulness of the Law there will be no sexual
intercourse or indulgences except for the purpose of propagating children. Men
will respect the wishes of their wives and never approach them except to have
children, and during pregnancy there will be no sexual relations. There are
great and mighty spirits to come forth when the channel is sufficiently pure
to welcome them, but they cannot be born under conditions of lust. The prepar-
ation of the birth of Christ is an example, and we, in this dispensation must
achieve that condition of purity if we would have the Lord send his choicest
spirits thru us.

The reason the full revelation was not given in section 132, is that to
have given it to a people unprepared to receive it, as the Saints were at that
time, and the bulk of them today, would have meant condemnation to them; as
when light is revealed., it must be accepted or condemnation will follow. Hence
in His great mercy, the Lord restrained the Prophet from giving out the full
revelation, but promised more thereafter. More was given on the subject in
Carthage Jail, just previous to the martydom of the Prophets Joseph and Hyrum.

(See POLLUTED FOUNTAINS, Chapters 1 to 3.)

* % % % * % %

Meaning of the term "Purity of heart": sexual purity.

% % % % * % %

Nature of the "Forbidden fruit" was sexual.

Abortion a Grievous Sin
(in man or in nature)

Abortion, by Jos. W. Musser, January 12, 1936:

When the earth conceives and brings forth life, no man has a right to
destroy it without divine direction; all food should be put to useful purposes.
- To abort nature in matters of the soil is as much a sin as it is to abort na-

ture in a woman. The government in having crops and animals destroyed is guil-
ty of a grievous sin before high heaven.



Book Approved of God

Lorin C. Woolley saw the book of the "New and Everlasting Covenant of Mar-
riage'" was approved of the Lord.

CHILDREN WHO DIE

Children dying before reaching accountability are subject to citizenship
in the Kingdom of God; those not born under the covenant becoming servants of
the faithful while those born under the covenant may become part of the par-
ent's kingdom and raise up seed for the glorification thereof, but can never
become Gods; as is also true of those Latter-day Saints who fail in mortality
to live the fulness of the Gospel. They may, thru vicarious work, be permitted
to help their parents who were faithful; but the status before we came here de-
termined our final exaltation. 144,000 are to become Gods. They were true in
spirit and remain true here.

(See Doc., & Cov. 29:46-47; J.D., 18:31-34, 38--W.W.; J.D. 10:366-68--B.Y.;
J.Dl 25:373-?4, 26:1"-F-D-le J.Do 19:31?--0-?-)

CHRIST
Jesus Christ, His Wives and Family and Disciples 1

Wives of Jesus Christ:

Martha--Industry Rebecca--Given of God
Mary--of God#* Josephene--Daughter of Joseph
Phoebe Mary Magdalene
Sarah--Sacrifice Mary, Martha's sister

"Who shall declare His generation?"

*If the eight wives are listed in order, (see statement on page 9 identify-

ing Mary, Martha's sister as the second wife), then this Mary might be duplicated
later in the list.

* k% %k % %k % % % % %

James and John the Lesser, sons of Joseph of Armenia, by his first wife;
Mary being his second wife., He had four other wives in all; six including Mary.
John the Revelator, Sam and Isaac, sons of Mary, mother of Jesus Christ. John
the Revelator took Jesus' wives after his death.

John the Revelator held the keys of the Patriarchal Order from his father,
Joseph and those given special work in connection with their Patriarchal calling
and who remain true and faithful are generally of that lineage.

IThere were plain and precious things like these facts, that were taken
from the Bible. See 1 Nephi 13326, 28, & 40. See Jesus Was Married by Ogden
Kraut, Pioneer Press, Salt Lake City, Utah.
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Jesus glorified the Father by raising children to his name.

Mary, the sister of Martha, younger of the two and second wife of Jesus
was priviledged to be the first to see him after the resurrection and was given
a message for the Apostles to meet at a certain place when the Christ would be
with them. "Mary had chosen the better part." 1l

December 14, 1933: Original manuscript of the Inspired Translation of the
Holy Scriptures gave Christ's crucifixion as Friday and was resurrected Sunday,
or was in the tomb one day and parts of two days. He was born April 6, murdered
April 6, 33, and rose April 8, 33. The Josephite Edition of the Bible has been
changed from the original translation, the latter being compared with the Jose-
phite Bible in 1886 by Joseph F. Smith and Lorin C. Woolley.

 k k k k k % % % %

Paul was married and had seven wives, said Pres. Taylor.

CONDEMNATION
(under certain conditions)

Church and its members come under condemnation in voting to sustain Pres.
Grant's statement in April, 1931 Conference, to the éextent they did it under-
standingly. Those who were in their right minds, who had been taught the law

and have read the law and voted to sustain Pres. Grant will come under condem-
nation.

This is clear evidence of our Father's great understanding and justice.

COUNSEL

"Counsel Not His Fellowmen"

Feb. 19, 1929:

Judge Henry S, Tanner told me that twenty years ago in the Temple, Pres,
Joseph F. Smith said in substance: Referring to such men as Bro. Tanner, that
those who called him an adulterer for living with his plural wives, did so from
lustful and wicked hearts, He said the time has come when men cannot come to
Joseph F. Smith, Francis M, Lyman or Chas. W. Penrose and others for counsel,
but must go to the Lord and not depend upon the arm of flesh, Those of the
Latter-day polygamists are among the best people in the Church. (See Doc. &
Cov, 1:19, and 2 Nephi 4:34; 28:31 & 32.)

lA careful study of the Inspired Version (see John, Chapter 20) indicates

the possibility that both Marys saw Jesus before his appearance among the apos-
tles that same evening. Mary Magdalene likely saw him after Mary, the sister
of Martha. See also Luke 24:1-10. Mark 16:8 states that Mary Magdalene first
saw him, Probably a mistranslation, for we know that Joseph Smith only correc-
ted parts here and there. Matt. 28:1-8 confirms the fact that two Marys saw
Him, Lorin Woolley's statement serves to indicate the order in which the two
or three Marys saw their Lord.
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DEFINITIONS
Son of Morning means: Son of Light and Knowledge; the First Son.

Obviously, we need more light than this terse statement, Brother Woolley
plainly told a number of listeners, of whom I was one, that Jesus Christ, was
our elder brother just as the scriptures state, the first born, the patriarch
son. It seems difficult to make the above statement conform in any other light
than that the spirit Lucifer was begotten by another wife of Adam in a previous
existence or perhaps from a God and hie wife who both did not qualify to be
ereator-God and creator-Godess but ézgrhualify for eternal increase. From Bro-
ther Lorin we learned a number of facts about people who do not qualify to be-
come creator-Gods but belong to the kingdom or family of one who did qualify.
(See "Journal of Joseph Lee Robinson" page 12, Pioneer Press, Dugway, Utah. Al-
80 J.D, 1:64-57--Orgon Pratt, an excellent reference.)

DEVILS, CASTING OUT

Formula for casting out Satan:

(1) cast out Satan in the name of Jesus Christ.

(2) " n II‘IIPS mn n n n n n

(3) 1ichss hodegionedn the 'k 4 " L
(Do not anoint with oil.)

In Doe. & Cov. 46:30-31 we are told how to ask in the name of Jesus Christ.

When the resurrected Savior gave his great commission to his Judean disci-
ples the first of the gifts that he enumerated was the power to cast out devils:

And these signs shall follow them that believe:
In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with
new tongues; ete. ete. Mark 16:16 & 17,

See all of Doc. & Cov. 50, especially verses 31 to 33. The whole section
18 very valuable in learning to overcome evil spirits.

See also Doc. & Cov. 24: 13 and 14 (very important) and Doc. & Cov. 35:8 & 9.

DISCIPLES, FOUR TRANSLATED
Their Work

John the Revelator is working especially for the salvation of people on

the European continent, while the three Nephite Apostles are assigned to this
continent.. .

Brother Lorin Woolley explained the work of these translated beings to me
and others thus:

John the Revelator is:
1. in charge of the Eastern Hemisphere
2. ie over the three Nephite apostles
3. ie with the Ten Tribes teaching them the art of warfare
Regarding item 3--more will appear in my personal reminiscences.
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