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« « . if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from
his . . . wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity;
but thou hast delivered thy soul.

. 1f thou warn the righteous man, that the
righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall
surely live, because he i8 warmed; also thou hast
delivered thy soul.

Ezekiel 3:19 & 21
(See also Doc. & Cov. 58:26-33)



PREFACE
to Volume II

The following two paragraphs appeared in the 'Preface' to Volume |
of this series. By way of introduction to this volume, they are repeated
below:

Two generations have grown to adulthood since John Wick-
ersham Woolley and his son, Lorin Calvin Woolley, passed from
this life. .

At the time these two men were with us, few people had
enough knowledge to appreciate thelr gcodness or their great-
ness; yet each in his turn held the highest Keys of Priest-
hood. One can, indeed, count easily on one hand the men of
this dispensation who preceded them in this great honor and

rare responsibility. In this series of ""REMINISCENCES' many
evidences will appear to attest to the Woolleys' Priesthood
calling.

Brief life sketches of John and Lorin Woolley appeared in Volume |
and, although very important, they will not be reprinted here.

We are grateful for the Guidance and Encouragement we have received
in this work.

. » « THE AUTHORS

SPECIAL NOTE:
The following corrections and changes should be made in
Vol. I of "REMINISCENCES" in tkLe Carl Jentsch Discussion:

l. Page 10, paragraph 2: change peg leg to bandaged
foot. (Roberts family members have informed the au-
thors that B. H. Roberts had part of one foot ampu-
tated, wore a bandage on that foot, and for a period
of time, had to use crutches.)

2. Page 23, footnote 26: change pg. 425 to page 7.

3. Index: change Hencock to Hancock. (typographical
error)

* F ok o ok Kk

Copies of both Volumes I and II are available at the same price--$2.50.



Number III

A:BISCUsSSsSion N1Th

PRICE W, JORWNSON

This discussion was held in June 1971, in
Salt Lake City, Utah, between Price W. Johnson
and Rhea A. Kunz. Mark Baird and Helen Hull
Johnson also joined in the discussion later.



A DISCUSSION WITH PRICE JOHNSON
June 1971 |

NOTE: Throughout this publication, the following initials will be

used in identifying the individuals concerned:

PWyJ - Price W. Johnson

RAX - FEhea A. Kuna
HHJ - Helen Hull Johnson) Joined in the latter
MB - Mark J. Baird ) part of the discussion.

We have met today for the purpose of having a discussion on matters
of religion and history. The Johnsons are people of good report--
Price was incarcerated for the Gospel's sake and has been true and
loyal. Price and Helen knew three of the witnesses of the eight-
hour meeting in Centerville, Utah, in 1886. The following questions
and comments will attempt to bring out the thoughts that are in our
minds regarding these great and valiant men. Price was born Feb. 2,
1886, and Helen was born Nov. 19, 1909.

PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE CELESTIAL LAW (How It Developed)

RAK:

PWJ:

PWJ:

RAK:

PWJ:

Brother Price, we understand that you had a personal acquaintance with
some of these witnesses.

Yes, I had a personal acquaintance with John W. Woolley, Lorin Woclley,
and Daniel Bateman.

Could you tell us how you became acquainted with the Brothers Woolley?
How did you know that individuals had been set apart to keep the prin-
ciple of celestial marriage alive?

Well, that's a long story. When I was a boy, I had a patriarchal
blessing and it said this: '"Seek the Lord in humility, and it will
be revealed to you who are your faithful companions--they were so
ordained before they came to the earth."

What year was that patriazrchal blessing given?

1906, and the patriarch was James C. Burtleson. And so every wife that
I have taken was made known to me--that they were ordained before they
came to this earth to be my wives. There have been some others that
have been revealed to me that I didn't get--that were ordained to be
my wives, and I believe that I will get them yet, because I don't be-
lieve for a minute that a man is ordained in the pre-existent state,

by the hand of God Himself, znd it's of no effect. I prefer to believe
that men who were faithful over there were ordained for that privilege
before they left there.

When I came off my first mission, I married my first wife, and my
father-in-law was a sheep and cattle man; and I was herding sheep for
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him. I had understood that the Church had stopped the practice of
plural marriage and that it couldn't be done--at least I had been
told that by the authorities of the Church; three of the apostles
wrote to me, and I have their letters now saying that the people
were excused from obeying that law from now on--that they would

get the same blessings without it. But I wasn't satisfied with
that because of what I read in a book I had out in the sheep camp.
It struck me so forcibly that I was afraid that I was leaving some-
thing undone. Now this is so plain that it can't be mistaken.

This promise was made unto Abraham: By this law is a continuation
of the works of my Father. And he glorifies himself. Go ye there-
fore and do the works of Abraham. And if ye heed my law, ye shall
be saved; but if ye enter not into my law, ye cannot receive the
promise of my Father, which he made unto Abraham. The Lord command-
ed Abraham, and Sarah gave Hagar to him to wife, and why did she

do it? Because this was the law!l When I read that, it struck me
so forcibly that I realized I wasn't doing my full duty. So I
fasted for a few days. At the end of that time, in the evening (after
I had bedded the sheep) the spirit of the Lord came in there--I
didn't see nor hear anything--but I got this powerful impression
from the spirit that the Lord wanted me to enter plural marriage,
and named the girl. And this girl had had small pox, and had pox
marks all over her face, and I asked why did that girl have to be
disfigured like that. And the spirit answered me and said--""To
preserve her virtue." She's a beautiful girl outside of that. So
I got in touch with this girl, and I didn't tell her about the
manifestation I had received. But it was so strong that I couldn't
have resisted that--I would have died first. I knew then it was
possible to enter plural marriage if I could find a way. (See

D. & C. 132)

I had already made arrangements to lease my father's old ranch at
Lee's Ferry2 during the following summer. This girl was visiting
her sister in Idaho (she was living in Utah at this time, but was
visiting in Idaho). I wrote to her and asked her if she would go

to Lee's Ferry and stay with us that summer. I still didn't tell
her anything about this manifestation; I decided not to. And she
wrote right back and said, yes, she'd be glad to. So she went down
and stayed four months; and I taught her the principle there and

she believed it. But my first wife didn't accept it, but she didn't
fight me at that time. And this girl went out of there in the fall
with a covenant that if I could find a way, she would go into the
principle with me. Well, they went out in the morning--the man that
I had hired took this girl and my first wife out in the wagon--and

I stayed there. That evening John A. Widtsoe (an apostle) came down
the river, and I went over to look at the boats, and he was there

Ip. g c. 132:6, 30-35. (See whole section)

2Leg's Ferry, Arizona. Six miles north of Marble Canyon Bridge,
which is on Highway 89. Lee's Ferry is on the Paria River next to
the Colorado River.
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camped on the river bank. And I invited Brother Widtsoe over to
my place, and I told him the whole story--the manifestation,.the
experience that summer, and all of it. I didn't leave anything
untold. And he had tears in his eyes, and he said, ''Brother John-
son, that's a genuine revelation from God. But," he said, '"Don't
do it." And I said, '"Why do you tell me in one breath that I had
a revelation from God, and then in another breath tell me not to do
it?" And he said, "The Lord gave you that to test you." And he
said, "You'll go out and tell this girl, won't you?" And I said,
"Yes." And then he said, "If you can, bring that girl back; I'd
like to see her." And I believe he would have sealed her to me if
I had had her there. He wanted me to go get her, but I told him
it would take three days, and he couldn't wait that long.

A month later I went out to see this girl--she was working in the
temple. (The reason she left was to work in the temple.) And I
went to St. George to see her. My mother and I went down to work
for a week in the temple, but of course the main reason was to see
this girl and tell her what Brother Widtsoe told me to tell her. In
the meantime, she had gone to the temple president and the stake
president and the bishop and several others, and asked them about
plural marriage. Because of what they told her, she gave it up--
and she didn't want to go through with it.

And I was quite put out about it, because the Lord had given me a
revelation, and Brother Widtsoe had confirmed it, that it was a
genuine revelation from God, and I supposed that he knew. And I
knew myself, without any word from him that I had had a revelation
from God, and I would have died before I would have disobeyed
that, if there were any possibility of obeying it.

So I went up to Hurricane and was feeling pretty blue. The girl
had turned me down flat--she wouldn't go into it, wouldn't think

of it. They had told her it was wrong to even think about it, let
alone go into the principle. "There's no such thing in the Church
now," they said. And at that time, I had never heard of the Woolleys
nor that there had been anyone set apart to do this. I had never
heard anything about it. Well, I stayed with my brother in Hurri-
cane, and I went out and made my bed on his lawn and I was feeling
so blue I couldn't sleep. And the spirit told me to get up and go
to Brother LeBaron's and get my patriarchal blessing. Brother Le-
Baronl was a believer in plural marriage. His son Leo had been in
Salt Lake and had spent the previous winter there. He had become
acquainted with John W. and Lorin Woolley and Nathan Clark and

‘Benjamin Franklin LeBaron was a son of David Tulley LeBaron. His
sens that grew to adulthood, in order of seniority, are--Alma Dayer,
Leo Bernard, Conway Morrill, Grover Cleveland. Patriarch LeBaron
had three wives but no two at the same time--much as he hoped to
comply with the whole law. He was ordained a patriarch by Hyrum G.
Smith, Sept. 14, 1919. He worked in the St. George Temple for many
years. He died in Hurricane, Utah, where he had been a long-time
resident.

.



othecs, but I did not know this then. I went up on the steps of
the Patriarch's home,and his son Leo stepped up there at the same
time. I had never met Leo nor his father either--had just heard

of them. I knew he was a patriarch and I wanted a blessing as a
consolation on this failure I had just had--to see if there was
anything the Lord had for me. Leo said, "When you get through
here, come on in the house." So I went in and got my patriarchal
blessing. (I have a copy of it down home), and it was a splendid
blessing. One of the things he said was that '"the fullness of the
Priesthood will be given you in due time." I never did understand
that until I got acquainted with Brother Woolley--then I did under-
stand 1t. I thought the Melchizedek Priesthood given in the Church
was a fullness of the Priesthood, but it's evidently not. You have
to have other ordinances besides that.

ACQUAINTANCE WITH JOHN AND LORIN WOOLLEY (How 1t Developed)

RAK:

PWJ:

FAK:

Well, | went over to Brother Leo LeBaron's home, and we sat up
nearly all night talking. He told me about John W. Woolley and
sbout the meeting of September 27, 1886. (This was in 1923.) And
that's the first I had ever heard of the Woolleys. As soon as I
could make arrangements I went to Salt Lake and met Nathan Clark,
and he took me out and introduced me to John W. Woolley. And after
that on many occasions I went up to talk with Brother Woolley, both
before and after I was married to my second wife. And I also talked
with Lorin Woolley. I got a great deal of information from them.
Both men lived in Centerville, you know.

So that's the story of how I got acquainted with Brother Woolley--
it's a marvelous thing, in my eyes. Even though an apostle had

told me I had a revelation from God, I wasn't satisfied, and I went
to the Lord again and wanted a stronger testimony of plural marriage.

Cculd you give us a little personal glimpse of what these men were
like in their personality characteristics and in their personal
appearance.

I'll start first with John W. Woolley. I would judge that he was
about five feet eleven inches tall. At that time he wore long
whiskers almost down to his waist. They were white when I saw him
last. He was a quiet man and he saw the object right through. He
could read people.

He was very valiant for the cause of truth and in the mission to
which he had been appointed and in my conversation with him that was
the sole subject of his conversation, that the gospel had been
restored and the part that he was called to play in this latter

days in regard to the principle of plural marriage.

Could you tell us something about the part he was called to play?



A DESIRED BLESSING

PWJ: Brother Woolley told me the story of the appearance of the Savior
and Joseph Smith in his resurrected body in his (John Woolley's)
home in Centerville. The occasion that I remember the most was
when I took my intended first plural wife there. This was on the
sixth day of April, 1924. (a Sunday) On the fifth, Saturday, I
interviewed Brother Woolley to see if he would perform the cere-
mony. I went up to his home in Centerville. I knocked at the
door, and he brought me in. He was alone and said, "Come in,
Brother Johnson." I said, "Brother Woolley, I came up for a bles-
sing." "Sure I will give you a blessing,'" he said. "Bring the
woman in and I will give you a blessing."

I said, "Brother Woolley, I didn't bring the woman. She is in
Salt Lake City, and I came up to see if I could make arrangements
for you to perform the ceremony. I could bring her up tomorrow."

"Well,'" he said, "Tomorrow is conference time and you probably will
want to get back to your meeting in the afternoon.' I said, "Yes,
but I don't believe I can do it if I come up here.'" 'Yes, you can,"
he said. 'We can arrange it. You come up tomorrow on the electric
train and I'll meet you at the Centerville stop. A train will be
back in twenty minutes, and you can go back to Salt Lake City. No-
body will know the difference."

So we did what he told us to do, and when we got off of the street
car or train in Centerville on Porter's Lane, we saw him coming down
the street. My wife-to-be said, "He looks like a prophet."

"He. 18 a prophet!"” 1 said, "and you'll be pleased to meet him." So
we walked up toward him. He was coming down with his cane, and we
met just across the railroad tracks on the east. We stopped there
and he performed the ceremony on the sidewalk. We were alone--not
another soul around.

When the train came, this young lady and I went back to Salt Lake

as planned, and attended the afternoon meeting. Of course, we didn't
sit together in the train. We were afraid someone might recognize

us and see us together; so she sat in the back and I sat up in the
front. We did it all under cover, you see. In the trial and troubles
that I had later this lady wasn't known. She didn't have any children.

ON HOLY GROUND

PWJ: Well, I am getting ahead of my story. When I met John Woolley the
day before he married us, he said, "Come in, Brother Johnson, "I'd
like to talk with you." He took me into the next room on the south
where the Savior and Joseph Smith in his resurrected body had their
long interview with John Taylor on the night of September 26, 1886.

John Woolley said, "This is the room where the Savior and Joseph
visited. The couch over there is where they sat. The Savior was
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here until midnight; Joseph Smith stayed until morning. We @ave
kept this room as near as possible in the same condition as it was
at that time."

Brother Woolley told me about the meeting the next morning; he told

me the whole story which is written. It would take too long to tell
it all now.l That morning after Brother Woolley got through telling
me his experiences, he bore witness to me that the Lord had prepared
men to keep that principle alive when the Church would reject it.

TESTS PROPHESIED BY JOHN W. WOOLLEY

PWJ:

Brother Woolley said, "I'd like to talk with you. I wonder if you
can see what is ahead of you if you go into this principle." He
continued, " You'll lose your good standing among men; you'll lose
your standing in the Church. They'll say all manner of evil against
you. You'll lose your property.'" Then he studied a moment and said,
"I wonder if you'll be able to stand all the pain of going to prison
for this thing you are about to do."

I said, "I don't know, Brother Woolley; I don't think any man knows
what he is able to go through until he is actually given the experience.
But," I said, "I do know this: The Lord wants me to enter plural mar-
riage. He's made it known to me beyond any doubt. That I know!"

He said, "That's all that's necessary." And then he told me the pro-
gram for the next day as I have outlined it."

OTHER MEN HELD SEALING POWER

RAK:

PWJ:

Did Brother Woolley perform the marriage ceremony for you and your
second plural wife?

No, I went up to see Brother Woolley and he was sick on his bed.

He said, "Brother Johnson, I would like to do it, but I don't feel
like I ought to do it lying in bed." But he said, "You go into town
and you'll find a man." And I did. I found a man that had been ap-
pointed with another man to be a missionary on the temple lot, and
he was set apart by President Joseph F. Smith and John W. Woolley to
keep plural marriage alive on the Temple Lot. And he labored there
for seven years, bringing people into plural marriage who came there
on the Temple Lot--with the power and authority to seal.

Well, this is wonderfully interesting and we're glad to have your
testimony. Now, is there anything further that you'd like to state
about John Woolley himself before we go on to a description and some

1y Leaf in Review of the Words and Acts of God and Men, by B. Harvey
Allred, pg. 183-190; Second Edition pg. 230-237, Addendum.
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PWJ:

RAK:

PWJ:

RAK:
PWJ:

RAK:

JOSEPH

PWJ:

reminiscences of Lorin Woolley? I understand that he (John) was

a worker in the Salt Lake Temple for many years. (See Reminiscences
of John W. Woolley and Lorin C. Woolley, Vol. I, Olive Woolley
Coombs Discussion, pg. 1)

I understand that he worked in the Endowment House. I don't know
whether he was temple president, but he did work in the temple for
a long time. I wasn't so well acquainted with Lorin as I was with

‘John W. I visited with John on many occasions and had many con-

versations with him. I took my family there to visit him many times.
Was this your second wife?

This was my second family and my third wife, Helen. She is still
with me. At that time she was a girl 16 years old. We went to
visit John Woolley one Sunday afternoon. I took her up to visit
with him, and she had a dress on that reached just a little bit be-
low the knees and this is what he said, "Young lady, don't you ever
come into my house dressed like that again. When you come into my
house, you come with your legs covered up." And that showed me his
character--that he was a genuine man of God and in all my conversa-
tions with him that was the impression I had of him.

Now, was this before Helen was married to you?

Yes, this was before Helen was married to me.

I, too, had quite a similar experience with John Woolley, but that
can be recorded another time. Is there anything further that either
of you would like to say?

Really, I was unusually impressed with John Woolley. There was
something very spiritual about him. I FELT it!

F. SMITH WAS CLOSE TO JOHN WOOLLEY AND LORIN WOOLLEY

Brother Lorin Woolley once told me that before President Joseph F.

Smith died, that John W. Woolley and Lorin Woolley were called in on '™ "
several, yes, on many occasions for consultations with President Smith s

in regard to the policy of the Church. When any great questions came
up he called them in to consult with them and get their advice, ac-
knowledging them in their position as the heads of the Priesthood.
After Heber J. Grant became President, it was very different. Soon
after President Grant went into office, Brother Woolley met him in
the bank there on Main Street. He said, Brother Grant, I am ready

to consult with you any time you say, and he made a date; but Brother
Grant didn't keep the date. He never did make such a date. After
President Grant came in, there were no more consultations of the Church
president with John Woolley and Lorin Woolley, although it was a com-
mon thing for Joseph F. Smith to call them in or go to them for con-
sultations. Great love existed between these two Woolleys and Joseph
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RAK:

PWJ:

JOSEPH

RAK:

PWJ:

RAK:

PWJ :

F. Smith.l!

I am sure that all earlier Presidents of the Church understood their
high calling and honored it. Things Lorin Woolley told us indicated
that all this, and more, is true.2 But some of these things must
wait for another time. I get so full of the Spirit when I think of
some of their experiences that I long to publish all the Spirit will
allow. . . . Yes, it is true that the Woolleys and Joseph F. Smith
worked hand-in-glove in many heaven-directed enterprises. On the
contrary Heber J. Grant's behavior was the opposite. Heber and Lorin
were boyhood playmates, you know.

Yes, that is so.

F. SMITH HAD A SPECIAL CALLING ALSO

Do you know about Joseph F. Smith and his relationship with John Tay-
lor around the time of the September 27, 1886, meeting in Centerville?

Yes, I do. Joseph F. Smith,at the time of that meeting in Center-
ville, was on a mission in the Hawaiian Islands. After President
Taylor received the visitation of the Savior and Joseph Smith and got
their instructions to set certain men apart to keep plural marriage
alive, John Taylor called Joseph F. Smith home.3 He told him about
these happenings and set him apart as one of the men that were to
keep plural marriage alive. He and George Q. Cannon were the coun-
selors in the First Presidency of the Church.

Yes, these things were a matter of common knowledge among the little
handful of people who enjoyed the confidence of the Woolleys. George
Q. Cannon had already been set apart for this work in the five-hour
meeting that immediately followed the eight-hour meeting of September
27th, you know. '

That's right. John W. Woolley told me that Joseph F. Smith had married
a certain couple in plural marriage and that the authorities of the
Church (some of the apostles) were about to call him down for it or
make it public, and John W. Woolley took the blame for performing the
ceremony .

lre Keys of the Priesthood, Illustrated, by Bishop, pg. 231,206,207.

2"During the years of 1890 to 1903-5, notwithstanding the opposition
in the Church leadership, a majority sustained the principle of plural
marriage and did everything within their power to protect and aid John
W. Wooley and others called. These men were known and honored pri-
vately and acknowledged in the position that God held them." (Star of
ruth, February 1956, p. 43.)

SPeuth, 2:118; 14:7-8.

4The Keys cof the Priesthood, Illustrated, pg. 231, for more detailed
account. Also Star of Truth, Feb. 1956, p. 45.

<



RAK:

PWJ:

I, too, heard that story years ago. Bless that good man! He saved
the Church a lot of embarrassment--and trouble, too, on that occasion.
Bro. John was handledl in 1911 by the Church, for which he made

such great risks and sacrifices.

But I do know this, that Joseph F. Smith, John W. Taylor, Bro. Wood-
ruff, and Hyrum M. Smith came to a conference in Big Horn Stake, when

I lived there. They were in one room and there were two couples there
that wanted to get married in plural marriage. They had come to these
authorities. Brother Smith stayed in that room and one of the apostles
took these couples into the next room and performed the ceremonies, with
Bro. Smith's knowledge and consent. Then he came back to Salt Lake and
delivered his speech against plural marriage.2 (This was way back in
1910 or 1911) He said in that speech that the Church had never sanc-
tioned plural marriage since the Manifesto. One of these men said to
him, "Brother Smith, what would you say if you were in my place and
someone asked you if you had a plural wife?" He said, "I'll answer

this by giving an example--which would you say is the worst--telling

a little white lie that won't hurt anybody, or to betray the Priest-
hood?" He said, "Don't tell them no. Tell them it's none of their
business--tell them something--but don't tell them that you have a
plural wife or that you even believe in it unless you feel so inclined."

Well, later on when Byron Sessions was President of the Big Horn Stake,
Francis M. Lyman went to that stake and put in a new stake president,
and with him was Hyrum M. Smith, also an apostle at that time. They
stayed all night with Brother Sessions in his home, and Brother Lyman
said, "Brother Sessions, do you have another wife?'" He said, '"No."
Brother Smith had told him to say no, so he did. And Hyrum M. Smith
said, "Father told me, Brother Sessions, for you to tell the truth."
And he said, "Did your father tell you that?" He said, "Yes, Father
sent word to you to tell the truth." He said, "Well, that puts another
light on it--yes, I have another wife.'" Brother Lyman didn't say any-
thing about putting in a new president of the stake that night, and
the next morning in the meeting while the audience was assembled there
and these authorities were sitting up on the stand, Brother Lyman
leaned over and said, "Brother Sessions, we want you to pick out your
successor." So he took his counselors and they went back of the stand
and picked out a successor, and that's the first time Brother Sessions
had any idea that they were going to put him out and someone else in.
That was Brother Lyman's tactic. That's how bitter and ruthless he

was. He turned against polygamy and was one of its bitter enemies when
he died.3

Now that these men are dead, no harm can come ‘to perhaps innocent fam-
ilies. Could you give us the names of any more of these traitors be-

sides Francis M. Lyman, whom we have been able to pinpoint for a long
time,

Ljohn w. Woolley, according to Church records, ''was excommunicated
March 30, 1914, for using his authority for performing plural mar-
riages in Centerville Ward, Davis Stake."

26-5. Doc., pg. 352. S3The Keye of the Priesthood, Illus.,p.228,229,231.
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PWJ:

RAK:

PWJ:

RAK:

PWJ:

RAK:

PWJ :

RAK:

PWJ:

RAK:

PWJ:

RAK:

PWJ:

FWNJ:

Yes, James E. Talmage.
And if you have any other names, we'd appreciate it.

I have a letter in my trunk from Anthony W. Ivins, at one time presi-
dent of the Stake in Mexico, and in it is a statement over his signa-
ture, that says, "The Lord has done away with the principle of plural
marriage, and it's no longer required of the membership of the Church.

Can you give us about the date that you received that?

The last part of January, 1923. I have it in my trunk, and I can
produce the letter. (See Appendix A)

That would be very fine if we were permitted to see that.
A mouse got intc it and ate pert of it up, but his signature is there.

Now, were there any other men? In his bookk Father made the definite
statement that when the apostate members gained the majority in the
Twelve, they yent to Mexico and stole that little ram from the thicket--
referring to Pres. Woodruff's statement about the Lord preparing a ''ram
in the thicket."

Yes, yes.
So, there were others. They gained the majority in the Twelve.

Yes, well now, if I could remember the names of the Twelve, maybe I
could tell some more.

I know that Melvin J. Ballard later on was very bitter. I don't know
how he was in early times.

It was in the early days of Big Horn, Apostle Woodruff came up there
and he talked through a mesh (meaning that he screened his words
carefully). I heard a lot of things there that weren't commonly

known among the people of the Church about the conditions in the Church.
Apostle Woodruff taught the principle of plural marriage in Big Horn,
and that's how I came to study it more and became interested in it,
because I knew it as a boy.

Then it was A. Owen Woodruff who died in Mexico. Mathias F.
Cowley and John W. Taylor were both dropped from the Quorum of the
Twelve.

That's right. John W. Taylor and Mathias Cowley were handled? by the

Churchbut Brother Cowley later signed a statement and was taken back in.
(April 3, 1936)

14 Leaf in Review, by B. Harvey Allred, pg. 200-201.
%A Leaf in Review, p. 202. (M.F. Cowley disfellowshipped May 11, 1911.)

-10-



This caused great sorrow for many of us who knew and loved Brother
Cowley. Did you personally know either of these three men?

oo
v
-~

PWJ: I met and shook hands with John W. Taylor; that's all the acquaint-
ance we had. I knew Brother Cowley quite intimately. John W. Taylor
and Brother Cowley, during the Smoot Investigation, were subpoened
to go to Washington and testify in that case, and they thought it best
not to do it because they had been advocating plural marriage. Brother
Cowley went to Mexico and Brother Taylor went to Canada on the under-
ground to avoid that subpoena John W. Taylor got a letter with Presi-
dent Smith's signature on it teilinz him to resign. So he sent in a
letter of resignation from Canada.' When he came to Salt Lake, he
went to visit President Smith, and President Smith said, "Brother Tay-
lor, why did you resign?'" He said, '"Because of the letter with your
signature telling me to resign." President Smith said, "I didn't
write any such ietrer."

RAK: Where did you learn this?

PWJ: I learned this from Charles Kingstonz, and I believe he told the truth
And F. M. Lyman had taken the stamp with Joseph F. Smith's name on it
and signed the letter with his stamp. Now I heard this myself, before
Brother Kingston told it to me, but I don't remember who told me.
Brother Kingston was well scquainted with the situation at that time.

When John W. Taylor died--he died on 5th East, just below 27th South--
he was buying a home there 3 Now, this is second-hand--I wasn't there,

1see Star of Truth, Feb. 1956, p. 42.

ZCharles W. Kingston is still living in Salt Lake City, and has given
the writer several interviews of recent date. I regard him as a sin-
cere and truthful man. '

3Douglas M. Todd, Jr., nephew of Nellie Taylor (the second wife of John
W. Taylor), stated to this writer: '"According to my memory, John W.
Taylor died in a home on Fifth East, below 21st South, on the east sids
of the street. It was at the home of my Aunt Nellie. A messenger came
to their home and knocked at the door. When she opened the door, this
messenger handed her a bundle. When she opened the bundle, in it were
his (John W. Taylor's) temple clothes that he had kept in the special
room of the Quorum in the Temple. President Joseph F. Smith, who had
sent the bundle, must have kncwn that the passing of John W. Taylor
was imminent, because there had been no communication with the family.

John W. Taylor died there that night and had his six wives standing
around the bed in their order He then instructed them that they were
rever to marry again, which they never did. Also he said for them
never to join any polygamous groups.'" It appears that he foresaw the
existence of different factions of outcasts. For an account of closing
events in John W. Taylor's life, see the last chapter of Family Kingdom,
by Samuel W. Taylor, son of Nettie Woolley and John W. Taylor, pg. 280.
(McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York, 1951).
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