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And he said unto them, Is a eandle brought to
be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and
not to be set on a candlestick?

For there is nothing hid which shall not be
mani fested; neither was any thing kept secret,
but that it should come abroad.

Mark 4:21, 22



PREFACE

to Series of "Reminiscences"

Two generations have groun to adulthood since John
Wickersham Woolley and his son, Lorin Calvin Woolley,
passed from this life.

At the time these two men were with us, few people
had enough knowledge to appreciate their goodness or their
greatness; yet each in his turn held the highest Keys of
Priesthood. One can, indeed, count easily on one hand the
men of this dispensation who preceded them in this great
honor and rare responsibility. In this series of "REMIN-
ISCENCES" many evidences will appear to attest to the
Woolleys' Priesthood calling.

Brief life sketches of John and Lorin Woolle,; precede
the discussions or interviews, which will be identified by
names of the guest participants and also by Roman numerals.



1. JOHN WICKE

BORN:

PARENTS:

LIFE SKETCHES

RSHAM WOOLLEY

December 30, 1831, on a farm in Newlin Township, Chester
County, Pennsylvania. !lz was the first of eight children
that his mother bore, while his father had 27 children in
the Celestial Marriage relationship with 5 wives. (See
Woolley Family in Utah, by Preston Woolley Parkinson.)

Edwin Dilworth Woolley and Mary Wickersham.

Moved to Columbian County, Chio; then to Nauvoo, Illinois
shortly after joining the Church in 1837. Came to Utah
with family and Saints, arriving in September 1848.

MARRIAGES:

CHILDREN:

TRIPS:

1. Julia Searles Ensign,vwho became the mother of six
children. ;

2. Ann Everington Roberts, widow of Benjamin Roberts.
Ann and Benjamin were the parents of Brigham H. Roberts,
renowned L.D.S. missionary, writer and Churchman. He
was 29 years of age when Ann married John Woolley.

1. John Ensign b. 1 Jan. 1852

2. PFranklin L. b. 11 June 1854

3. Lorin Calvin b. 23 Oct. 1856

4. Julia Adarena b. 16 Apr. 1859

5. Mary Emma b. 31 Jan. 1862

6. Amy Irene b. 12 Feb. 1868

All of these children grew to adulthood and all married but
Franklin. He died at 24 years of age.

John outlived all of his children except Lorin, who lived

only slightly less than six years after John's demise,
December 13, 1928.

(to assist the Saints) _

Omaha to S.L.C. (teamster, guard, etc.) 1

Four trips back to Missouri--last one in 1863 4
(Divised short-cuts on original route saving
several days' travel. Short-cuts later called
"Woolley's Cut-offs'. Wrote guide book.)

One of first ten to cross Big Mountain to meet 1

Johnson's Army (1857)
One trip to the Sweetwater to help immigrants 1
Two other charity trips for immigrants 2
Total trips 9



CIVIC AND MILITARY OFFICES:

Messenger boy for Joseph Smith, at age 13 years.
Major in Nauvco Legion.

Participated in Black Hawk War.

Participated in Utah War, 1857-8.

Justice of the Peace, Centerville, 16 years.
Deputy Sheriff of Salt Lzke County.

Deputy Territorial Marshall.

County Commissioner.

O~ AN

CHURCHMAN : Ordinations:

Priest by Bsp..[dward Hunter.

Elder by Brigham Young.

Second Counselor to his father (Edwin D. Woolley,
Bsp. of 13th Ward, S:L.C.)

4, High Councilman in Davis Stake.

5. Patriarch, June 1913,

6. Temple Ordinance Worker for many years.

. .

[P S

COUNCIL OF FRIENDS OF GOD: j
Possibly earlier than 1886.
Became Senior of Council, 1890.
Transferred Keys of Priesthood a few days before his
death, Dec. 1928, o Lorin Calvin Woolley.

DIED: Peacefully at his home in Centerville, December 13, 1928,



LORIN CALVIN WOOLLEY

October 23, 1856 at Salt Lake City, Utah.

BORN: He was the
~ third ch11d and third son of his parents. At age seven
'he moved with the family to Centerville, Utah. :
Pk
PARENTS- 'John Wickersham wcolley.ard Ju11a Searles Ensign. wiwtﬂ
A
MARRIAGES Sardh Agn Roberts; Januazy 25, 1883. oY
(Names of other w1ves are withheld by request.)
CHILDREN: 1. Lorin Ross "b. Dec. 25, 1883  d. Aug. 1, 1933
A - m. Ellzabeth Siddaway
2. Gordon Roberts b. Jan, 7,°1888  d. Aug. 7, 1966
: e ‘ m. Hazel Lee
3. Hugh Roberts . b. Oct. .7, 1890 d. Feb. 7, 1914
4, John Dilworth b. May 2, 1892 d. Oct. 1903
5. Thomas Matthew b. April ‘16, 1894 m. Wilda Cook
6. Gwendolyn R.”> b. Q¢t., 2, 1896
7. Earl Roberts b, Jan. '21, 1899 m. Maria Chris-
: sochecon
e < 8. Calvin. Roberts b, Aug 9, 1901 m. Ivy Walker
N9, Olive : ‘b. Jan,. 9 1905 m. Arthur Ferrell
,":"I el . . '_ i T COOmbS

Matthew;rcﬁéndolyn, Calvin and Olive are still living.
1887 to 1889.

MISSIONS: “Indlan‘Terrltory" (Southwestern States)
: i 1896 tc Apr.1857.

A | " Dec.
CHURCHMAN Ordalned an apostle at age 13 years,
by Brigham Young, who was ordained an elder
(Melchizedek Priesthood) by Eleazer Millex*
1mmed1ate¢y after.he baptized Brigham on
April 14, 1832.

*(See Htetory of the Church, Vol. 1, p. 297)

COUNCIL OF FRIENDS ;
Called 1873 or earlier.

Member of School of the Prophets, as
Calling and election.

sarly as 1873.
Received Keys of Priesthood, December 1928.

(Testimony of J Lesl1e Broadbent and other Cowacil
members.)

Transferred Keys of Priesthood shortly before his death
in 1934, to Indian Prophet in Yucatan.
DIED: At his home'in Centerville,

Sept.
of-77. P

19; 1934, at the age

s



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.

" During the long years of the "polygamy underground,"
Lorin was active transporting General Authorities of
the Church from one hiding place to another, enduring
many kinds of hardships under varying and extreme cir-
.cumstances. Daniel R. Bateman, and others, have testi-
fied to the writer (R.A.B.) of Lorin's courage and
dependability. He endured great fatigue in hasty and
long horseback rides. He suffered much exposure in
sub-zero weathe » yet was never known to chafe or
complain, '

The writer s father was a missionary companion and closs
friend of Lorin Woolley, as "Reminiscences' will make
known. From my father, I learned many little known facts
of this great man's life.



Number 1

A DI L USSION Wil

O-LIVE -WOOLLEY-COOMBS

This discussion was held June 13, 1971, in
Draper, Utah, among (1) Olive W. Coombs, daughter
of Lorin C. Woolley, (2) Ferrell Coombs, her hus=-
band, (3) Rhea A. Kunz, a friend of Lorin's, and
(4) trene Allred Rowberry,



A DISCUSSION WITH OLIVE WOOLLEY COOMBS
June 1971

NOTE: Throughout this publication, the following initials will be
~used in identifying the individuale concerred:

OWC - Olive Woclley Coombs

FC -~ Ferrel]l (Coombs

RAK - ‘Rhea Allred Xuna

IAR - Ireng Allred Rowberry
COMMENT - Other pereong préesent

OWC: A little incident that comes to my mind to show father's man-
ner of teaching is something that he taught me in a very comson
way. 1 was the only one of the children at home, and we owned
a little Model "T" Ford. Somsone needed to go get the milk cans
from the highway. Father said, "Well, I don't know how I'®m
going to get the cans down here." I said, "I can drive a car.”
He asked, '"Who taught you?" "I just watched the boys," I an-
swered. .-He said, "Okay, let's see what you can do."

So he got in the car with me. We backed out and nearly missed
the bridge. He didn't say a word. We went on up to ths high-
way and got the milk cans. Then 1 said, "{ don't believe i'd
better back around, Dad." '"Thern what are you geing to do?" he
asked.- I answered, "I think I'll go around the block." So we
went ‘around the block; and when we got heme, he said, "It's your
job te get the milk cans from now en."

But it was the way he taught us, you see. He went with vs, and
he never condemned in any way. He just made sure that 1 could
handle the car.. He was so patient with us.

But Grandfather (John W, Weolley) was really a different indl-
vidual. At the age of 90 he got out and choppad and thinned
besers for two or three hours a day and was very, vely accutate
with them. He was vdry he#lthv, and I remember thét he got up
very early (6 ocr 7 a.m.) in the morning. He ate only two meal:

a day--ncon and night--and then went to bed very early--by 7 p.on.
every night. He ate very simple nmeals. The thing I remember
most was bread and wilk and chesse; and honey was alwuys on the
table at my Grandfather's homs.

Comment: What position did he hold in ihe Chuech?

OWC: Grandfather worked in the tewple., He used to do all ¢f the
ordinance work, and at cne time or other took all of che male
parts. He was also a sealer. (Note: John W. Woolley was re-
leased from his temple respensibilities in early 1915) 1 was
tcld that one day he went back to the temple afrer they had
cleaned the veils, and they had been hung backwards. He ne-
ticed they were wrong, and toid them about it, but they never
changed them.

15



RAK:

OwWC:

Comment :

RAK:

OwC:

RAK:

OwWC:

Comment :

OWC:

RAK:

OWC:

FC:

Your father told us these same facts.

I have often thought that that was probably why the ccntro—
versy of the mark on the garment.

Certainly he would have seen it and said something if it had
been on the garment before, just as he did abaut the veil.

It would be interesting to find a pair of old garments tc show
when it did start.

About your grandfather--vhen my husband and I met him, your
grandfather was very fcrth:;ght He didn't mince words with
anyone.

No, he didn't.

His mind was clear as a bell. As I recall, we saw him just
about a week to ten days before he died. He sat erect with a
long flowing beard. We were in the very room where the Savior
visited Pres. John Taylor on that memorable night of Sept.
26-27, 1886. Your grandfather talked with us about how the
room had been changed since that time--two other doors having
been added and this sort of thing. We talked on quite a number
of subjects that day.

He was very alert even the day he died. You see, he died just
a few days before his 97th birthday. (Note: John W. Woolley was
born Dec. 30, 1831 and died Dec. 13, 1928)

How old was your father, Lorin, when he died?

About 78, I believe. But Father had 2 much more severe life in
things that take the physical body down, such as being gored
by a bull and the riding he¢ did for John Taylor. You know,
when Father was a minute man for John Taylor, he did a lot of
riding in the cold. However, Grandfather had a hard life, too,
being in the army as he was. He was in the Nauvoo Legicn, you
know. :

He was one of the early picneers and scouted several companies
across the plains. -

Yes, he had a rough life, too, but he seemed to be a little more
hale and hearty than my dad. Dad was a little mors frail.

* ¥ * % %

I received the Priesthood from Lorin at Brother Broadbent's

home on 17th South. I have always been grateful for this., In
my cleaning business, I was delivering clothes to the Broadbents.
Lorin was there and asked me, "Ferrell, do you remember who gave
you the Priesthood that you might become an elder to go through
the temple?" 1 said, "I don't ever remember ihose things.' Hsz
said, "It's very important. Come in here '" He sat me down and

S



Comment :

RAK:

OWC:

Comment:

OWC:

Comment :

O¥C:

RAK:

said, "Just iu case you didn't get it vight. . ." And so he
gave me a beautiful blessing and J received my Eldership frcm
Lorin Woolley. All my boys hold his Priesthood, tco. I don't
know one person in Lorin's frieandship that would either lie or
cheat or steal in order to gain a word for himself. He always
kept in goed company.

Wasn't Brother Woolley the miscionary companicn of Harvey Allred?

Yes, they were missionary companicns in the Indian Territozy or
the South Western States.

And Father and your Fathsr wers very, very close when he wrote
A Leaf in Review. Dad knew everything your father put in it
and ‘sanctioned it all. The boock was very wonderful, and Dad
loved .it. He loved Brother Allred very, very much. They were
so close, and I'm sure they're still very, very close.

Another thing that was interesting, [ remember now. At Sister
Kelsch's funeral, Daddy turned to me and said, '"Did you see
that gentleman at the side there?" I said, "No, I didn't see
anybody." He said, "Brother Kelsch (Louis A.) was there. When
she died, he came to take her with him." So it happened many
times that he saw beyond us.

Another interesting thing I remember--a few years ago we went
back to the World's Feir in New York. We went up to Moroni's
statue.at the Hill Cumorzh. I didn't look up at the figure to
start with, but Ferrell did, and zs he lcoksd at the statue.
his mouth dropped cpen in surprise. Dean Woolley Warren was
with us, and she leoked up and her mouth also dropped open in
amazement. ‘Llocked .zt both of them and asked. 'What are you
looking at? What is the matter?" And Dean said, "There's
your dad;" and she was locking a2t the statue of Angel Moioni.
I've never.seen a gresater likeness. If you want to sse what
my dad looks like, go to the Hill Cumorah and lock up at the
Angel Moroni. Whoever posed for that sither locked iike my
dad or wheever did it was inspired to do it--T den't ¥now.

Do you havs pictures of your Dad or of your Grandfather?

Yes, I've gut both, Not as good as they ought to be. I think
Rhesa has some as geod w5 I have,!

Mzybe if we looked ac them, ws could see what the Ange! Meroni
looks like. (Laughtax)

Well, wherher that means anything or not, you never know.
Sometimes peopls are inspivéd snd sometimes they sie not.

Well, I know this--that [ have seen your Fathar in Leslie Broad-
bent's home when his whole body wz2s full of light. I actuslly
thought I was going vo see the benes through his fiesh. Now

o



ONGs

Comment :

TAR::

Comment :

OWC:

RAK:

GWC:

you look at Olive and see the light in her eyes. His face, his

neck (as far as we could see it) and everything was light eman-
ating from his body. And aftervards I commented zbout this to
two or three individuals when Lyman Jessop looked vexry surprised.
He said, "Rhea, did you see that?" 1 answered, "lndeed I did
see that " He said, "So did I, and T was afra1d I was the only
one." He indicated he had alr ady inquired of others. Now we
know that. the Lord has said, "In the mouths of twovor more wite
fiesses I will establlsh all things," and Lyman and { bolh wit-
nessed that event 'that night.

Well, when my father passed away, Gordon and Mother were the
only ones with him at the exact moment he died. But Gordon said
that as he passed away, it wasn't like pessing. It was like a
glow leaving--it just raised from his whole bedy. It wasn't
anything else--just a glow. Sc that verifies the fact that the
spirit leaves. the body.

This is the same as many sectarians report; they claim they
see the same thing. Now why do some see it? 1It's a consoling
favor to someone left.

Well, Brother Woolley told us that these traditions about, or
pictures of the Holy Family having a halo about their heads come
from the actual fact that they glowed with light when the Spirit
of the Lord was upon them, because they were so righteous.

When we first met Brother Musser in California years and years
ago--when he was very humble and vezy neay the Lord--at that

time he had sort of an aura or halv around him. I said to my
sister, "Charlotte, do ycu sce that light avound Brother Musser?"
She said, "Yes, I do." It was definitely a hale, and it wasn't

just around his head; it sort of emanated from his whele being,
it seemed.

In your life with your father, what wouid ycu consider the most
spiritual experience you had, Olive?

The times when we were sent to bed while he had peeple around
all night to talk to, and we'd snsak downstairs to iisten.

That's the way we used to do with cur Father, Harvsy Allred.
People would ccme from miles and miles around %¢ tzlk ue Pape.

Yes, and they wculd stay up sometimes 211 night zud would still
be up in the moxning when we got up our of bad.

Right, and sometimes we'd go to sleep on the stzirs as we were
trying to listen to all they had to say.

Could you and Ferrell tell us some of the things that the wit-
nesses of that eight-hour meeting have told you zboui  the lord's
visit to John Taylorx in 18862 First, of cowrss, wa'd Like ths

-4



testimonies your Father and ycur Grandfather might have told
you. Next we'd like the testimonies of any other witnesses you
might have heard.

OWC: Well, I can't remember that Grandfather ever actually came for-

' ward and said such and such, because I'm sure he knew that Dad
came forwerd and spoke about it. But Dad very strongly testi-
fied to these things. I think the thing that impressed me most
(talking about the visitation) was that he verified he was there
at Grandfather's home where the visitation occurred. He thought
he heard voices so he went outside and around the house, for he
was on guard for Presicent Taylor while he rested. He knew no
one could have entered where he was guarding, and yet he thought,
"How did they get in?" beczuse he WAS hearing veoices. So he
went close to the windcw and he heard voices again; then he had
a calm feeling come about him. So it was ail right and he went
back to his post. Then, the next morning as Brother Taylor was
walking, he was elevated high above the floor.* He called in some
people for a meeting and told them the revelation he had received
the night before. He told them about it, what it meant, and
what it was for.  Previcusly Dad had asked, 'But who was the
other man there?" And Pres. Taylor turned to him and said, 'Did
you hear someone else?" le said, '"Yes, thers were three dis-
tinct voices. You say cne of them was the Prophet Joseph; who
was the other one?" And he said to Father, '"You heard the voice
of your Savior."

RAK: . This is as your father tcld it to me, too.
OWC: Yes, that's the way he told it to everyone.
RAK: And your father also said that when Jochn Taylor came out of that

room, his countenance was so bright that they couldn't look in
his face. He and the other guard, Brother Birrel, had to be-
come gradually accustomed to the light. And Brother Taylor, as
he came out of the bedroom was tweediing his thumbs and fore-
fingers--as was his habit when he was meditating.

IAR: That was the same thing that happensd to Fathsr (Harvey Allred) :ﬁjﬁ$4“§:3
when he was up to the mine in the tent one night. A light ap- W o 22

peared in his tent and three different voices were heard. Later
he explained the other two voices were those of the Prophet Joseph
and the Savior.

RAK: I have seen Father when he was writing his book A Zeaf irn Review
when there was such a power with him thar you couldn't walk into
the room without feeling a hallowed fezeling and it stayed with
him hour upon hour. I know he had hu&ﬁbh" belngs visit him when
he was writing that book,

Lorin Woclley said that he knew every word in that book was cor-
rect and even scripture. He further stated that there was one
chapter in which Father was wrong in doctrxﬂnt assuring me that
just because a man may err in doctrine, it dezs not mean that

*® - s
Other avzilable accounts, verbal and written, do nct carry this obsexvatien.

-8



Comment :

RAK:

IAR:

Comment:

RAK:

he is not a good man. Brother Lorin asked Father to leave out
the whole chapter and said, "Harvey was very humble and readily
consented to leave out that chapter." Brcther Woolley told me
what the subject of the chapter was--it was on baptism for the
dead. Then he asked again, "What is scripture?' My husband,
Morris, answered with Peter's definition: 'Holy men of old
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." (See also Doc. &
Cov. 68: 3 § 4)

Brother Woolley went right on from there showing that when people
speak as the Holy Ghost dictates, they are uttering scripture.

He said that many of the books of the Bible are simply journals
of the Saints, and many oi the journals that would yet come

forth would be scripture. I've seen this fulfilled. And so he
said it was with Father's book and even said, "Sister Kunz, do
you know that every word of your father's book is ecripture?"
Thus Brother Woolley rehearsed the whole thing three times.

Well, the Spirit is certainly contained in the pages of that
book. He had a great work and calling.

This is absolutely true. For example, when Father was a baby of
nine months, he was given a patriarchal blessing in which he was
told that he would be an apostle. This was recorded in the Church
office, but afterward it was lost. During the times of hardship
and travel, somewhere my grandfather lost his record of the bles-
sing while Father was yet young. But Father's mother, his father
and others told him of this blessing. 1 am sure that this was
fulfilled before he died.

Father (Harvey Allred) also had the promise in his patriarchal
blessing that he should live to go and meet the ten tribes and
speak with them in their native tongue. And I think he can do
that yet.

I don't think you have to have a patriarchal blessing fulfilled
in this life. This has been a worry to a lot of people. Many
patriarchs have pronounced biessings that seemed almost impos-

sible to be fulfilled. But I don't believe the words of a true
patriarch will go astray. I think they will be fulfilled, but

maybe not in this life.

This was something that was a great trial for my father when my
oldest brother, Ezra, passed away in Mexico. Father was prostrate
with the same disease--the typhoid--snd sc¢ was my brother, Lothair,
who was in bed with Ezra when hz died. Mother came to Father twics
and told Father that Ezra was going to die. Each time Father re-
called the blessing that Ezra had recsived and said, "Ch, no! no!
Lottie, he won't die."

The third time she came and said, '"Harvey, Ezra is dead." It was
one of the hardest things Father ever had to teke. He rezlly went
through hell in what he suffered in hiz mind. It must have been
only a matter of two or three days (I do not remember the exact
time) but Father told me that he was lying there in bed very

sick himself and grieving sbout this unfulfilled blessing that
Ezra had been promised. Suddenly, Ezra stood in the zir beside
his bed, holding a beautiful geld chain about eighteen inches

to two feet long--holding it up by one end. He said that when

s



