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Polygamy Unveiled 0© -
by Dal Wiscombe w
acquired 1-27-06

Dedicated to my Parents and Grandparents whose faith was
strong and true, who stayed in the mainstream of the Church, even
though all around them relatives were trying to steady the 2 'z
cubits Ark; while in reality they would not have chosen to board
the larger 300 cubits Ark.

St. Luke: 13:32 “...go ye, and tell that fox,...”
St. Mark: 13:22-23 “For false Christs and false prophets shall rise,

and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible,
even the elect. But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all

things." iWiolod r Anvn A
A L 2 ﬁ_ i I i
PAC 4 puiiede— Lto  Liey  Auwa  Goon
Wlscoevde

On January 19, 1892 Wilhelm Leopold Kmetzsch was born in
Quaditz, (near Bautzen) Leipzig Saxony the 7" child of Theodor
Karl Kmetzsch and Anna Augusta Kuenzel Kmetzsch. He was born
shortly before the turn of the 20" century. He grew up in the pre-
WWI Germany where with his older brother Albert Carl; they
would swap stories, play and run around as brothers do. Then in
away like no other the Kmetzsch family life would change forever.
With their older sisters Katharina Anna and Doris Clementine,
Albert and Leo were baptized the 7™ of April 1902, along with
their mother Anna into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints. They had three younger sisters who were not yet old enough
to be baptized. (In the Church the age of accountability for a child
is the age of eight.)Years later his younger sisters Lucy (Lucia)
Ottilie, Anna Marie and Goulda (Goldie) Nelly were later baptized
when they became of age to be accountable. Lucy, in 1909, Anna
in 1910 and Goulda in 1912. Their father Theodore ended up
getting baptized in 1913 the last of the family to join the church.
The Church in Germany was still flourishing without the
ravages of war, It was shortly before the Great War would start
and cause much distress in the world and many financial problems
for Germany because of the war and an atrocious debt that would
be incurred by their country. Albert and Leo were getting older and
more independent and in many ways wanted to help bring about a
better lifestyle for their family, as well as to head west to were their
newfound religion was headquartered. The family circumstances
in 1905 were such that it became necessary for the two older boys,
who by then were eating them out of house and home would go to
America find jobs and be somewhat of an indentured servant for a
while. To gain a perspective of the timeframe in the history of their
surrounding area, this was the same year that Albert Einstein did
work on his theory of relativity, not too far distant geographically
from them. Albert and Leo Kmetzsch set out on their adventure,
obtaining what would have been the equivalent of a loan so to
speak from those willing to pay their fare in exchange for hired
help on farms, mill work, or other occupational endeavors where
hard work was needed. In return they could help support other
family members in Germany to live better and in hope for a future
time when the parents and younger sisters could come to live in
America as well. Albert and Leo would go first, being 16 and 13
years of age, they sailed to America, on the ocean
liner in 1905, (Seven years before the

Titanic sank to the bottome of the Atlantic.) and became employed
for a Mr. Boehme of Montpelier Idaho where they would work for
quite some time, as an indentured servant until the time had passed
to equal the amount that was put up to sponsor their passage fare
over to the United States, and as long as their labors were need for
their sponsors.

They were supported by their own industry, but received help
from their sponsors who also helped make it possible for them to
grow more independent. However, things were not as nice as Leo
would have liked them to be as he thought Mr. Boehme was a very
mean and cruel man. At one point he was tempted to get a gun and
do him in, but one of the other field hands grabbed hold of him and
said, “I am not going to let you ruin your life like this”, and he
persuaded my grandpa to take his aggression out in other ways.
Being the younger of the boys in the family, Leo sometimes didn’t
take as much concern in the example of his older brother as he
could have, which developed habits that many young men make in
their adolescent years. In his later years he also had some issues
with tobacco etc., not looked upon with favor for members of the
Mormon church. Many years later, he was eventually able to
overcome his smoking habit and was able to make himself worthy
to go to the temple, a sign that indeed a church member was in
good standing and striving to live by the commandments and
revelations of the church. Albert had remained steadier in his
younger years and was an example to which Leo really did look up
to and admire. In time as they grew older and more independent
they were able to help support the other family members on their
journey over to America. On one occasion Leo applied for a job
to become a paperboy. He applied for this job where there was a
line of boys also applying for the same job. Of course there was
a language barrier that hindered his ability to communicate
properly and he might be discriminated against as well. As he
proceeded forward to the chair of the interviewer, he noticed a
book lying on the floor along the pathway to where the interviewer
sat. Boy after boy had passed this book by, not caring to pick it up.
By the time Leo was at the book he leaned over and picked it up,
dusted it off and carried it with him to the interviewer. He had
enough respect for books and thought he had better pick it up, as
it did not belong on the floor. As he went forward to the
interviewer with the book in his hand he gave it to him. As he
talked to the man, the man explained to him that he thought he
would be the best candidate for the job, as he was the only one who
had enough concern for the book, as this quality would make him
a conscientious paperboy who would care enough and respect the
papers he would be carrying on his route. He left that day with a
big smile and the job. As time went on Leo would encounter such
obstacles as the language barrier, he joked about this scenario
many years later with a joke he loved telling of a man being in a
restaurant, and the waiter asked how many hot cakes he would like
and in his stern and loud German voice, he would utter “nine”
which in German means none and the waiter proceeds to bring him
9 hot cakes.

In time Albert and Leo would find companions whom they
would marry. Leo would attend the bible study groups that the
church would sponsor and for him. It was a duel lesson both in the
bible and of English. While attending these classes he met a young
lady by the name of Gertrude Maria Magdalene Brock, who after
landing on American soil from her voyage from Germany had



proclaimed, “So this is Zion.” She too would have the language
barrier and the ever-constant study of the scriptures to grow and
learn in a whole new way. Because of these bible study classes
which were held and both were immigrants form Germany, they
found a common bond. They were members of a new yet old faith,
and new comers in a new yet old land. The circumstances were
two irresistible and convenient so as time passed by they decided
to get married. Albert had gotten married nine months before Leo,
and no that does not mean zero months before him, it is the literal
9 months. (Punt intended.) So here they were both married
struggling along striving to do the best that they could. Children
would follow as they usually do, and this is where my mother was
born. She was the fourth child and second daughter of Leo and
Gertrude. The time span between her older siblings and her
younger sister was a fairly large gap, placing the latter two closer
in age than the span of years between her older sister. They had a
boy named Harry who had died when he was five years old, this
was a pain that Leo’s parents were all too familiar with as they had
seven of fourteen children die all under the age of eight and many
after just a few months of living. This type of pioneer living was
seen by many of the saints who had crossed the plains to the Salt
Lake Valley, only this was seen and done in a distant land by saints
in different circumstances.

After a span of nineteen years Leo was finally able to see his
parents come to America where they too had the privilege of
worshiping in the land of Zion. By this time however, their
homeland and country had already been through the First World
War. The war had added more stress to an already turbulent start
of Theodore and Anna’s life, loosing that many children can
depress the soul and sadden the heart. I'm sure that as a result of
losing so many early on in their marriage, made them think to
search out the meaning of life and the purpose for which we are all
born. This in turn had led them right to the beliefs that helped to
carry them through the deaths of their children and the subsequent
trials that awaited them after the ravages of war in Germany. In
Anna’s journals she records meticulously the amounts for every
item that she purchased. She noted on one occasion that it cost an
upward of 2 million marks for butter and one trillion marks for a
piece of worst. (Worst a tiny piece of meat). The circumstances
in Germany after the war seemed at times almost unbearable. The
conditions, which their country was left in, made many leave and
seek for a better life elsewhere. Many stuck it out and many would
eventually grab hold of a new order of living that promised a better
life for Germany. These events led up to the time when Adolf
Hitler began his frothy speeches promising to undo the damages
and ravages that had befallen their country. Many had grabbed
onto the new order only to be disappointed in the short years later,
again by the defeat of costly and bloody war. Not until the family
came to America were they able to simplify the financial stress,
which they were under as a result of the First World War.

By the time Anna and Theodore had come, Leo’s younger
sisters were as new to him as the kid next door, as he had not seen
them for so many years. Time and space had separated them in
many ways. His oldest sister Katharina and Doris had decided to
stay in Germany as they were married and had children of their
own. Later Elsa Louisa Meier, Katharina’s daughter would come
over to America, and was raised by her grandmother Anna.
Families can grow and expand at an astonishing rate, and the
family had grown up to the age where they now could do work in

the temple. As was previously mentioned the life of a member of
the church needs to be such to make them worthy to enter the doors
of the Temple. Temples were much more scarce back in those
days than they are today especially in a foreign country far
removed from the headquarters of the Church of Jesus Christ. They
came in 1924 and had waited many years to do work in the temple,
as they didn’t have one in Germany at that time. It was quite a
reunion as the majority of the family was now over in America.
The things the heart holds inside only the people who lived them
will really know, but to suffer and suffer and suffer and keep a
positive outlook on life requires a help above and beyond our own
ability. Naturally the family and especially the girls were also
seeking friends to help ease the pain of a life left behind; friends,
family, neighbors and all. What better friendship and help than
from someone who also knows your language. That’s one big step
to getting an influential start in the lives of someone who is new to
the country, the language, the customs, as well as to how they live
their religion.

As is common to all foreigners the family began mingling with
others and by reason of their language barrier and cultural
differences, naturally the younger girls would feel inclined to be
helped as their former friends and life had basically disappeared.
They began their new life in America fairly well, they started
attending church, listened intently as good as they could, did
temple work, read their scriptures out of the German tongue,
thanks to Martin Luther for his beautiful rendition of the Bible in
their language and for Joseph Smith and his successors who
absolutely felt the incredible need to translate the Book of Mormon
in as many languages as possible. Then something happened to
this family. The oddest, yet most understandable thing happened,
especially for the girls, who were really women by this time. They
became attached to a group of older men, some of whom knew
their language. They were now at the age where marriage if it was
not to pass them buy, should be considered quickly. The three
youngest sisters of Leo’s family, wanted to get married as they
were nearing their thirties. This is a particularly challenging time
for a young lady who has not found a proper husband whom they
can marry, especially if you have been taught the importance of
obtaining an eternal marriage. Now days it has increasingly been
taught that the quality of your life as a woman can be measure by
God who knows the desires of your heart and your works. The
proclamation to the world from the Church leaders very
specifically stresses the importance of marriage and gender issues.
People who have an opportunity to get married in this life are
counseled to do so in a righteous manner, while those who have
been by passed as it seems or negated the opportunity in this life
are given hope by the prophets of God that their situation in life
can be as rewarding as another’s life and that eternal marriage will
not pass them by in the eternities if they live faithful and true.

This is were the most critical and pivotal part of their life hung
in the balance, the very time that can make or break a person, their
very choice of an eternal mate. They were of a rugged era, and
made due as best they could, but they got tied up with the wrong
crowd. Itis of the up most importance; the friends that you choose
and the examples you follow, that in many ways shapes the
direction your life will take. Now in the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, the years since they were practicing polygamy
were of a short distance. (1890) There really were only a few
fractions and rebelious institutions that practiced polygamy which



existed in comparison to the mainstream of the Church which
stayed true and faithful to the prophet of the Church Wilford
Woodruff and dismissed with the practice as a binding act to be
required at their sacrafice. However, the doctrine was still new in
the minds of these immigrants who had only been in the United
States a few short years. This was a time when either by not
paying close attention to what the leaders of the Church were
saying, or they felt that marriage indeed would slip out of their
hands, being older and of a different country they sought out a
rebel faction, or should we say the rebel group sought them out.
Maybe, quite possibly it all appeared so natural and right, so slow,
so convincing and so subtle, that they were caught unaware of the
position they were putting themselves into. But for three sisters
and a niece all fairly close in age to come to America and enter
into polygamy and not just by any men that were involved in it, but
by the very leaders of the polygamist movement after the Church
had told everyone to stop, makes these men a danger for four
women who are at a very vulnerable stage of their life.

The men that these three sisters and niece would end up marrying
were the first presidency of the fundamentalist church, with the
exception of the niece, she married one of the apostles. This was
the top, highest ranking members of this group. The group that had
declared polygamy alive and well, while the mainstream of the
church had been instructed to stop the practice. Mother Kmetzsch
had written a journal of her missionary experiences in Germany
among other various letters and writings to her children, she wrote
quotes and other items of importance in her journal. One particular
quote in the back of her book although in German was nicely
written along with many others. She was quoting some things of
Joseph Smith and of particular interest was a very nice quote from
Wilford Woodruff. She was indeed a follower of Wilford
Woodruff before she came to America. Her own journal attests to
this fact as she quoted him and followed his teachings. It was not
until she became involved with helping her daughters to get
married that she would be influenced by Joseph Musser, Lorin C.
Wooley, J. Leslie Broadbent and Alma Kelsch. I would like to
iterate how the influence of'these older men to whom the Kmetzsch
daughters would marry would influence their mother. She was also
taken in by the fact that Musser could speak German. And if he
can speak German then he could persuade in their native tongue.
In Anna’s subsequent later journal written while in America it
contained sections where she would proclaim Wilford Woodruff
a fallen prophet. This definitely has to do with the influence of the
wrong kind. To sway someone to believe in their way of thinking
is an art, it is a skill and many people from the past have been
influenced by the orator with a skill to teach, to persuade and to
command the interest of others. (Korihor and Nehor of the Book
of Mormon are good examples.) The sad part is that now this
family has the roots of division written all over its pages. 1 come
through the family members who stayed with the mainstream of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, while those of my
distant cousins are now flourishing in another type of environment,
and we don’t even know each other exists.

Back in the 1930’s a Life magazine article featured the younger
girls as being associated and marrying into the polygamist sect of
the so-called fundamentalist church. This article brought
embarrassment to our side of the family or so I was told. They
wanted to hide it under the rug as so many families do that don’t
want to start pulling old bones out of their closets. The three men

that Lucy, Anna and Goulda would marry were Joseph Musser, J
Leslie Broadbent, and Lorin C. Wooley. These men were the
modern crusaders of keeping polygamy alive. Anna’s
granddaughter ended up marrying Louis Alma Kelsch also another
influential polygamist apostle. What a group to get caught up with,
I’'m sure at first the mingling of the new immigrants to the people
and culture of the religion they thought they belonged to got
distorted quite a bit. The United States was appalled by the
function of Polygamy within it’s borders and hence scattering of
some early practicing polygamists heading to Canada and Mexico
to establish communities there. Albert in very strong language later
wrote to his parents and severely chastised them for not believing
as they once had. Leo also said he was going to stop supporting
more relatives from coming over here if all that they are going to
do is get caught up in the polygamist group. This was not their
intention nor the reason the family got baptized in Germany in the
first place. We know that mother Kmetzsch believed in Joseph
Smith, Brigham Young, John Taylor and Wilford Woodruff as a
true prophet of God as referenced in her pre-American journal.

Her post American journal shows she was influenced otherwise.

The story of the finding of these journals is also a matter of great
importance, for as Brian Hales mentioned in his book, “The
Priesthood of Modern Polygamy”, polygamist groups have now
maintained tight control over the documents and articles that have
grown to shape the way they believe today. When anything of a
controversial nature would crop up, they would want to dowse the
fire and put it out before it gets to big or the fire, as the documents
prove, will leave some serious doubt in the minds of believers. No
one wants things like this to pop up who don’t have a sure
foundation upon which they are built, or it will cause the structure
to crumble and fall in the face of further investigation, hence the
reason for all the secrecy and hiding. (The Mormon Church has
gone through this many times with one later issue of Mark
Hoffman and the documents he forged that caused a big stir in the
country over documents. The Egyptian papyrus resurfasing from
the Metropolitan Museum in New York once had by Joseph Smith
also continues to invite the investigation of the country. Hugh
Nibleys final book he was working on before he died will answer
most of the questions reguarding the latter issue and Mark
Hoffman sits at the Utah State Penetentary if anyone needs to
discover how he discredited the Church with his document
forgeries.) The prophet of our day and age Gordon B Hinckley has
declared that this thing called Mormonism was not done in a
corner. People of this country if they had any knowledge of
Mormonism, would know that indeed polygamy was taught and
practiced by many of its members, but that it has since stopped.
No Mormons do not have horns, and Mormons really aren’t
Mormons in one sense of the word. We are members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter — Day Saints. That means that
who ever calls you a Mormon really shouldn’t do so without first
knowing of the real and true name. We have no pretensions in the
name of our Church. The revealed name was given and that is the
one we stand by and stick to. We remain ever sure that the name
will not change with the whims and tide of the world. Ifit’s Moses’
church or John the Baptist Church, Luther or a different Method-
ist, or a more Pure —itan way of thinking it is named after the name
of He who is at it’s head. We don’t need the name first ministry,
first Church of Churches in the realm of Churches. It is simply the
name of Him who’s church it is. The Church of Jesus Christ. We,
as it was revealed, can not simply say we are the continuation of



the former Church, as we believe there was a definite apostacy
from Christs true Church. The Church he set up with twelve
Apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists and so forth has
changed drastically in the religions that claim his direct heritage
and acceptance. He came to Joseph Smith in answer to Joseph’s
prayer of faith and told him to, “Join none of them for they were all
wrong. Drawing near with their lips but their hearts being far from
Him.” This did it for the rest of us who eventually became
members of the Church, you could not claim that you are of the
true Church and still maintain an allegiance to another religion that
you claim has many good things in it, or you would by your very
statement also say that all churches are good and right and true.
Any way back to the story about the shift from following the living
prophet to following a self made prophet.

Lucy, Anna and Goulda my mothers aunts fit the perfect
scenario for being caught up in a movement that has become bigger
than they could have imagined, by reason of the birthrate of a
polygamous community and the perpetual teaching of the same
doctrine to their offspring. This movement called Fundamentalist
Polygamy by the 1920°s was thirty years dead to those who stayed
mainstream and followed the prophet of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints. The Doctrine and Covenants states that this
is the name of the church, so why would you want to be know as
a member of a church that has a name other than the one to which
it should be named. According to the very scriptures that you
profess to believe as a fundamentalist, you should not need to put
that title at the first part of the name of your church. You can not
have two churches with the same name. Many polygamists today
with the exception of a few other groups that are independently
functioning with their own doctrines and origins have followed the
writings of these early legends. But once a legend has become
more than just a story it can give way to the importance of the
truth as things really are.

So within less than ten years since coming to America the
Kmetzsch family had four of their daughters married off into a
polygamist group. The reason why they came in the first place had
been distorted. After reading portions of her journals it is hard to
fathom why she would have allowed herself to be caught up in the
polygamist movement that she did. But without making excuses
for Anna or Theodore or their children that left the church, I can
see in some of her trials and tribulations a need to hold onto
friendship and encouragement in a new country. The fact that she
happened upon a fox and wolf in sheep’s clothing really did not
occur to her as was attested millennia earlier by Jesus that indeed
there would be false prophets come and deceive if it were the very
elect. Anna and Theodore were persuaded in their original
understanding and beliefs of the church, when they would come
and visit the grandchildren of Leo, he would tell his children to go
hide or make themselves busy elsewhere as Anna and Theodore
still somewhat tried to influence them in the polygamist way of life,
but Leo would have nothing to do with it and did not want his own
children being persuaded. (Think of the strain this type of
relationship this would put on grandchildren and grandparents
wanting to see their grandchildren.) This running and hiding would
make it hard for my mother to grow up with a very good
relationship with her grandmother as the difference in beliefs tore
them apart from each other. A simple trip to the store in Grandma
and Grandpa Kmetzsch's eyes would be unthinkable to Leo and

Gertrude, as they did not want their children being influenced by
their grandparents in any way shape or form. (Instead of the
approach of we can teach our children anything and avoid the
outside influence of the world or better yet our own flesh and
blood, they opted for the don’t bother us too much syndrome.)
Grandma and Grandpa Kmetzsch did die members of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. Their bishop knew they were
in the ward boundaries upon their death. Mother Kmetzsch did
not practice polygamy herself and why would she; she had fourteen
children of her own, with half of them dying at extremely young
ages. Theodore took a little bit longer to be convinced of the
necessity to be baptized on account that he was the last one in the
family to be baptized, certainly he is not going to be interested in
taking upon himself another wife in his old age where he would
have to endure childbirth over and over again where he had already
seen the ravages of the death toll take place in over have of his
children from one wife. He wouldn’t have been asked to be a
candidate of this law and function as it was not part of the Church
any more. Obviously his wife was the one perusing a more
vigorous course in studying and writing in her journals about the
church and the gospel. His work schedule and time were more
limited as attested by his late baptismal date. However, one must
take into consideration available accounts to get a better story of
the whole picture.

In another of Anna’s dairies she is recording the temple work
that she and her daughters are doing. Theodore and Anna were
attending the temple right when they immigrated in 1924 and from
then until June of 1932 she has recorded the people whom she and
her daughters were performing work for in the temple. Lucy was
married to Joseph Musser on January 27" of 1932 and Anna is still
recording the temple work her daughters were doing until June of
that year. Anna had ceased going to the temple after 1927 as a
result of some severe problems with her legs, which eventually put
her in a wheel chair. During this period between 1927 and 1932
the Kmetzsch family was indoctrinated by false prophets, the foxes
among saints as | like to call them. They took the doctrine to heart
- hook line and sinker as a relative of mine once said, and as a
result of the ensuing circumstances to which they were surrounded.
But now they could no longer perform the ordinances for the souls
ofthe departed dead, as they would soon be excommunicated. This
in turn would prohibit them from attenting the temple, the very
place where work is to be performed for and in behalf of the
departed dead of this earth who have not had the ordinances
performed for them. The very ordinances that are necessary to
allow them back into the presence of God. The two boys as a result
of their isolation from the family actually were able to maintain the
true and correct belief of the gospel in their hearts, where as the
other family members were not as strong in their will to maintain
the mentality to stay true to their original convictions. I am not
writing in defense of my ancestors nor am I trying to convince
myself that what they did or didn’t believe was the result of the
influence of these men of modern polygamy, what does remain the
point of interest to me is that of this family there are now countless
numbers of relatives that I have never met, and that this family has
been split apart as a result of the differences of beliefs in doctrine,
principle and practice. I to one way and they to another, but I feel
duty bound as a keeper of the sources and information that have
come into my possession, to unfold the information. Yes it is true
that history is written by the victors, that a bias is held within every



page of every book. Only when we hold it in or try to hide
something will we deter the truth from coming out into the light.

Lucy had married Joseph Musser, son of A Milton Musser the
historian and archivist. The problems that can happen when
information is not recorded in a primary record or a story told that
has not been watered down through time should have been one of
the greatest concerns from the son of a Historian/Archivist, yet we
find Joseph pursuing a story from Lorin C. Woolley that was no
where existent until where he told it over 20 years after supposed
incidents of a meeting with John Taylor occurred. Anyone with a
background in history as Joseph was submitted to by reason of his
father position, should have known better. With the position his
father had in the church, you should wonder why the irony
happened, where Joseph would chase after a story that had
absolutely no merit as to the way things were supposed to happen
concerning polygamy, and instead of following the living
prophets, he chose to stick with the words from 1886 only, and
disregard any future revelations. Yes this is what the Arabs have
done with their Prophet Muhammad. They continue to this day to
follow only the words form the 5™ century A.D. and none else.
None the less, suppose that indeed a story occurred which Woolley
said happened, that indeed the prophet John Taylor told someone
to live out of harmony with a future prophet. The story of two and
two do not go together, it does not equal four. It still sounds like
Muhammad who said I am the last prophet you need to listen to,
indeed this is what Wooley said John Taylor told him to do, to
continue the practice of polygamy no matter what any future leader
of the church might say upon the subject. You throw out
continuous revelation right there, end of story end of subject end
of discussion, lets quit right there pack our bags and go home and
live polygamy. But wait a minute if John Taylor is not like
Muhammad and does not declare his word to be the final word in
the future, then lets heed the prophet that Anna knew had
succeeded President Taylor and listen to him and not be swayed in
our belief. The Wentworth letter to Josiah Quincy by Joseph
Smith stated that as a church we believe all that God has revealed
and that He will yet reveal many great and important things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.

Immigrants from any country will hold onto a friendly smile, a
kind gesture or help in any way that makes their stay in a new
country more enjoyable and easy. Lucy as the oldest daughter,
decided to take stock in the words of Joseph Musser and was
convinced by this excommunicated former member of the Church.
The red flag should have gone up at this point for this family, but
do to the circumstances and their newfound life among someone
who knew their language, they became captivated by his
persuasions. Becoming members ofa cult would only appear to be
the natural path for these saints as persuasion by a friendly sincere
face can influence and make an impact on a family in a new
country. They scarcely recognized because it was so subtle, that
they were becoming subjects of the ways and lifestyle of an
excommunicated former member. Joseph Musser was
excommunicated many years prior to his marrying of Lucy. He
was well skilled in his age by now and good with his abilities of
persuasion. Sad thing is in his persuit of truth he like the Jews of
old went beyond the mark. That means they didn’t want to follow
any present day revelation, only revelation from the past. If their
forefathers had revelation to live by why not us in the here and the

now. God is the same yesterday, today and forever. Why don’t
people understand that reasoning?

Going to the temple while you are a polygamist must not have
fully occurred to the three ladies as being wrong. You can’t
however live a double standard in the church. You either live the
standard that the church has or you will be subject to suffer the
consequences which will occur when you are found out not living
in accordance with it’s prescribed laws. For as soon as it was
known that indeed Lucy, Anna, and Goulda were found to be living
in polygamy they were excommunicated from the Church. Many
former members of the church have made the image of the church
appear confusing or uncertain, gray in this area or gray in that.
When in fact it is mearly a reflection of their own lifestyle, their
habits and personal beliefs. The Church since it’s inception
through the faith of Joseph Smith and all subsequent revelations
from him on down to the other prophets have always been clear
and concise. The Prophets are not the ones that distort the
doctrines they have declared. Even today the same thing continues
to happen, people flair up and say to the Church, explain the ruins
of Meso-America, why don’t you follow the popes after Peter and
so forth and so forth. The same answer comes back to them again
and again. There was an apostacy that’s why the 267 Popes after
Peter are not followed, and by now means is the story over as it
relates to Ancient American history. The old world has had
mellenia to study their history give us more than the 500 years that
we have recently been studying it’s contents ok. There is more
there to dig up more to discover it is not done over night, but
revelation can come in an instant. Digging up the past can take
longer than just a few nights. So please use patience and
intelligence concerning the vast and huge project the discovering
of the North, Central and South American history’s past can
present to all branches of science and religions.

So the Kmetzsch family found themselves in the predicament
that many families have, split up over the differences of religious
beliefs and ways of life. Just as Abraham our much earlier
progenitor, now has three major religions claiming a spiritual and
lineage history through him. The Christians, [slamic peoples and
Judaism, all claim their family ties and religion stemming from his
loins. Family ties that bind us together as brother and sisters, as
neighbors and friends, communities and nations, all stem back
through time and link us as family. Why then as Joseph Smith had
wondered are there so many different churches and which one of
them is right. So by the 1930’s my great aunts were swept away
into the fold of frustration, the fullness of the gospel as they claim,
living a practice that the prophet whom they once revered had said
to stop. They were too caught up into the kindness and generosity
of friends who for them, made them feel comfortable and easy, as
again some knew their language, which was a key to open the door
to their hearts. There were not large amounts of German saints in
those days and those who did know of it were mostly gathered
together into one ward where they could come and worship and
mingle together. Language is a big factor in proclaiming the
gospel to the world as a new language seems to crop up and leave
a boundary that you have to jump or hurdle across to make a
connection with the minds of individuals worldwide.

Soon these modern day polygamists would make a sacrifice that
looked similar to the one that the earlier saints had made. They



would have their husbands taken from them and put into prison for
practicing the belief of polygamy. There are so many
resembelences and similarities of suffering and imprisonment at the
hands of the political leaders of the nation, that it could to some
seem confusing as to whether these people of today are Mormons
or not. It needs to be cleared up once and for all that the people
practicing polygamy today are not Mormons. They can not be
because they are breaking laws severely enough to warrant
excommunication and severance from the Church, as well as
imprisonment from the government. Just as the Gays and Lesbians
in the church are excommunicated as well. The Church would like
to help these individuals and communities to repent and reform and
conform their life to the higher standard that God has set for his
children to live. The Church today has reaffirmed again in the
Proclamation to the World in 1995 the need to adhere to Gods laws
of marriage, fidelity, and uprightness. In our modern day society,
modern day polygamists are being imprisoned for their beliefs.
The difference between now and then is the time span between
when the nation came out with laws against polygamy. Also the
laws of God are against such a practice-taking place now. It is not
because God does not have the power to make a wrong a right in
the nation according to our faith; it is for the simple fact that He
values our free agency above making a wrong into aright. He truly
does let the rain fall on the just as well as the unjust, the wicked
and the righteous alike.

In many states and communities there are laws now being
enacted to protect the marriages of same sex couples and are
becoming the accepted norm in many countries. There is no
difference in my opinion as to why a polygamist is imprisoned for
his or her belief and that of the gay or lesbian couple being put in
prison for their practices. I am not putting up a defense for modern
day practitioners of polygamy because it is against the law. | am
for free agency for all, gays, lesbians, polygamists and the like. |
only see that the laws of the nation are changing to fit the
circumstances of the way the minds and hearts of the people of the
country are being swayed. They still punish rape and I hope the
time doesn’t come when that will be an accepted norm, like so
many other things as abortion and fornication etc., are accepted as
a natural way of life for many in the country. The polygamist of
today can get frustrated who by reason of their faith claim they are
living a more fulfilling and righteous life. A life that is the fullness
of the gospel as they claim. They believe they are not upsetting the
laws of God. The Gay and Lesbians claim they are not upsetting
the laws of God or the land by living their lifestyle.

Now you can see why Leo did not want to bring any more
relatives over to get mixed up in the polygamist lifestyle. The
communities of today have grown into (hats and bonnets) wearing
people, though many don’t to try to blend in with the communities
in which they live. They have become capitalist enterpeneuers as
any other member of the United States. They have a dress code in
some communities and not in others, areas in southern Utah,
Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, Montana and Idaho have become the
western corridor for many groups. They live in Saint George,
Colorado City; Eskdale, Short Creek, St. John area as well as
Springerville and many other towns that could be populated with
groups of polygamists. Some don’t mind hiding from the limelight
and will allow pictures to be taken as in the 1996 January edition
of the National Geographic, or with Tom Greens appearance on

National Television talk shows and the national publicity of the
Kingstons in Northern Utah with the publicity of their 16 year old
running away from the compound and his law trial in Brigham
City, Utah. The former governor of Utah has a brother that was
the Attorney that prosecuted Tom Green for his infractions of the
law with his underage minor as a wife. The untold amount of
deaths that have occurred from the LeBaron group, the Singers,
Swapps, Laffertys and others have left a trail of blood as it relates
to their own personal convictions and revelations concerning
polygamy. No wonder my grandfather felt impressed to stop
bringing any more people over. Now many are heading to Texas

.as they feel the end of the times is nearing closer and closer, which

itis. Some are being left behind back in Utah and Arizona with the
feeling that they are not as good as the group that left with Warren
Jeffs, Rulon Jeffs son and successor to the leadership of the group.
It is frustrating for some and discouraging for others.

However, the truth be told, most groups are more civilized than
the blood quest polygamists just mentioned. Most are more quiet,
more refined. Many go to college to learn and obtain degrees;
others don’t separate their religion with their secular studies. The
people that work outside of the community who go to school and
work will send 2-3 percent back to the community to help it keep
flourishing. One thing is for certain if you go snooping around
these communities, you had better tell them exactly why you are
there, as they are suspicious of your actions and naturally should
be as their lifestyle is an infraction of the law. That puts most of
them in a certain frame of mind and with a certain stigma about
their friendliness to others around them that don’t think or believe
the way they do. They are ran by males and the head woman
usually the males mother who is in charge. They deal with cash,
strive to be self-sufficient etc. When the media gets to close to
them they drive them off as quickly as possible to not cause any
commotion or disturbances. They will be persistent in knowing
why you are there and if they feel you are up to no good then they
will more forcibly ask you to leave. Why wouldn’t the majority
feel this way look what they did to the earlier real Mormons when
they were practicing polygamy. They got imprisoned by the
government and were driven from their homes etc. They had to go
into hiding, just as the groups today are many of them in hiding as
it were. Don’t forget these groups are not Mormon’s but should be
classified as ex- or former members which really translates into the
religion of their own make, following the orders of leaders who
created an offshoot from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints.

They have gardens and there is supposed to be absolute equality
among them as it reflects an earlier doctrine taught by Joseph
Smith of a community of saints that were independent and
consecrated themselves to living a higher standard. Such a
community has been tried and tried without complete success in
our day and age, but hope for the future still remains even in a war
filled world. Some communities have their own power systems
with large electric bills to which they give support. Some of the
richer communities are drilling wells and constructing other
facilities to support themselves independently from the government
either local, state or federal. Many do stocks and don’t deal in
credit, they rent to local farmers and were at all possible they do
not pay their taxes, another prime target for the government to
investigate, hence another reason to remain hidden from the law



