


(harles Henry Wilcken — Desereted from Johnston's Army in 1957 and was baptized in December
of that year.

F ¥illed a mission for the church in 14871-73

January 1885 went on the underground with L. John Nuttal, H.C. Barrell and President John
Taylor. (p. 8)

July 1889, Charlie entered upon what would probably turn out to be the most ambitious business
project of his life. With the bacing of MOrmon Church leaders a number of men organized

the Deseret and Salt lake Agricultural and Manufacturing Company. Charlie was elected on

one of the trustees. Other principles included the First Presidencyk, John (W. and Abraham
H. Cannon, B.Y. Hampton, and others. Their plan was to build a dam on the Sevier River to
provide irrigation water for thousands of acres of land in Sevier County. The project would
ultimately be plagued with problems severe enough to thwart its complet fruition.

(17) Charlie was named a Patriarch by Joseph F. Smith April 13, 1911. He lived o8ut his
days as a guide on Temple Bquare and died in a SL Hospital on April 9, 1915.

Time does not permit an examination of Charlie's home and family life, his two failed marriage
s, his various employments, his carerr as an unsuccessful real estate speculator, the nature
and value of his published writings (of which there are several).

Much of the biographic information concerning Wilcken's family
background was extracted from several unpublished manuscripts

prepared by some of his descendants; these include Amy Wildken
Pratt Romney, "Stories from the LIfe of Charles Henry Wilcken,

1974, USHS collection; "History of Caroline Christine Eliza
Reiche Wilcken," 1945 USHS collection; and "Sketch of Dora
W. Pratt," n.d., HSHS collection. These accounts based as

they presdumably are, on family oral tradition, contain numero
ous factual errors (discovered by recent research); they
are used guardedly in the present paper.

Charlie himself provided some general backgroundinformation
fifty years after his desertion. "Eighteen Hundred Fifty-
Seven, "Young, Woman's Journal, nos. 9 and 11 (1907) pp.
393-97 and 496-96.

Additional biographic information was obrtained from Charli
Charlie's obituary (DNW April 10, 1915)

His enlistment recortd described CVharlie as six feet one

inch in height with grey eyes and brown hair and fair complexi
complexion.
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Charles Henry Wilcken was born in Echorst, a small
village in Holstein, Germany, on October 5, 1830.1 Apprenticed to a
miller whose trade he apparently mastered, he later distinguished
himself as a soldier in a battle with Danish forces over control of the
Schleswig- Holstein provinces and was decorated with the Iron
Cross by the [p.309] Prussian King, Frederick William IV.
Wilcken's military prowess was also noticed by the Danish king,
Frederick VII, who let it be known that he wished to conscript the
hero. But young Wilcken apparently had other ideas. After
consulting with family and friends and collecting whatever cash was
available, he left Echorst for South America to try to find an older
brother who had emigrated several years earlier. In Liverpool he
somehow managed to board the wrong ship and found himself,
several weeks later, in New York.

Running short of cash and possibly suffering from a
physical ailment, Wilcken listened to the pitch of a recruiting officer
who was enlisting men to go to the western desert to put down a
tribe of rebellious "Indians" called Mormons.2 Upon his enlistment
he was sent to Fort Leavenworth for training and ultimately assigned
to Capt. John Wolcott Phelps of the Fourth Artillery Battalion that
became part of Johnston's Army.

Charles H. Wilcken in his Prussian uniform. Photograph of a
painting in the Deseret News, December 21, 1912.

Marching westward with the army in the summer and fall
of 1857, Wilcken, in the early days of his twenty-seventh year, made
a momentous decision, faced a close brush with death, and changed
his life [p.310] forever. During the afternoon of October 7, 1857, he
deserted and headed west. Within a few days he was captured by
one of the Mormon defenders, Jonathan Ellis Layne, who had been
out rabbit hunting. As Layne described it:

Just then I heard a slight noise at my right hand. I did not turn my
head, but drew my gun around toward the noise and there stood a
large soldier. [I] dropped the muzzle of my gun and pointed it
directly at his heart, he threw up his hands and said "Don't shoot, I
am unarmed." I told him to come up to me still holding my gun
pointing at him, and he surrendered himself to me.

Layne confirmed the absence of weapons and then

... with the big soldier went to the camp. While going he offered to
exchange clothing with me as he was afraid if he was caught with
the soldiers clothing on he would certainly be shot. [ did not wish to
swap with him, but when we came to the camp he soon got rid of his
soldiers clothing. I turned the prisoner over to Porter Rockwell. . . .3
Layne gave half of his cooked rabbit to Wilcken.

Several days later Wilcken arrived in Salt Lake City,
accompanied by several sick Mormons and some one hundred fifty
cattle that the Mormons had liberated from the army's stock herds.
His presence was noted by a number of persons, including Hosea
Stout:

The deserter a long slab sided Dutchman reports that many of the
soldiers would desert if they believed they would be well treated
here, also that they were dissatisfied with their officers and that the
officers were divided in their councils what to do.4

Unaware that an enduring friendship with this man would develop
some years later, Wilford Woodruft also noted Wilcken's presence:
The Brethren Came in from the East & brought in 153 head of
Cattle. 3 teamsters & one deserter from the Army helped drive them
in. The deserter reported that Neither Johnson nor Harney nor the
Governor or Judges or any of the Territorial Officers had arrived at

the Army neither any females. He said the soldiers were only
allowed 3 buiscuit 2 Cups of Coffee & a small piece of Beef per day
that they were not half fed. They had 75 waggons bumed & the
Contents of 76. 2 waggons saved.5
[p.311] Wilcken's arrival brought the Mormons more hard
information than they had had for some time. In addition to the
severe conditions of the soldiers recorded by Woodruff, Hosea Stout
noted something of the army's capability: "The deserter who passed
yester laughed with the joy that he had the priviledge of passing
here in peace for he said we could destory the enemies' whole army
here in a short time."6

Placed in the care of Provo Bishop Elias Hicks Blackburn,
Wilcken must have found his new environment congenial, for he
was baptized into the Mormon faith in December 1857. Then, for
more than two years he effectively dropped from sight. From the
winter of 1857-58 to 1860 or 1861 he may well have been living in
Heber Valley, probably in or near Center Creek. He had assisted R.
T. Burton in organizing a militia unit in Heber, operated a grist mill,
assisted in planning a July 4 celebration in Heber, and served as
adjutant in the county militia commanded by Maj. John W. Witt.7

Thoroughly at home in his adopted land and religion,
Wilcken was formally called to fill a mission for the church in 1869
but was delayed in fulfilling that assignment. One reason for the
delay is obvious: he had deserted from the U.S. Army, and traveling
across the country may have been a most unattractive prospect.
Traveling to Germany, especially northern Germany near Denmark,
may have been equally unattractive. Whatever the reason, his
mission was delayed for nearly two years until after a curious
document—believable if not precisely true—was written, signed,
and attested to in Fillmore, Utah, on March 2, 1871:
1 hereby certify that in the year 1857 [ held a Commission of Colonel
of the militia of the Territory of Utah, and in the fall of that year in
the month of October was with said detachment in the vicinity of
Ham's Fork in Said Territory, and that said detachment did there at
that time arrest and take prisoner one Charles Wilkin a German
(who was then a soldier in the U. S. Army in the command of Gen
A. S. Johnson) and convey him to the Mormon Camp at Echo
Kanyon and there delivered him up to the Officer in Command at
that place to be by him forwarded on to Salt Lake City.
The document was signed by Thomas Callister and attested to by
Hiram B. Clawson. Two months later to the day Wilcken left Salt
Lake [p.312] City for New York where, on May 10, 1871, he and a
company of Saints left for Europe on the ship Liverpool.8

After spending the summer in England, Wilcken "was
assigned to labor as a traveling Elder in the Swiss and German
mission under the direction of Bro. [Eduard] Schoenteld" with
whom he and Johannes Huber co-authored a forty-six-page pamphlet
titled Der Morrmonismus (Bern, 1872). By the spring of 1873
Wilcken was back in England serving as president of the
Birmingham mission. He was released from that office on June 3,
1873, and left the following day for Utah in charge of a company of
246 Saints on board the Nevada. Among the passengers were his
brother August, his widowed mother Annie, and three
nieces—Wilhelmine, Emily, and Christine Damke—orphaned
daughters of his older sister Anna Catharina Christine Damke,
Wilcken and his relatives arrived in Salt Lake City on June 26,
1873.9

He labored as a home missionary and earned a modest
living working in the ZCMI produce department until November
1873 when he was engaged to operate "the lower B. Y. mill, on
Kanyon Creek [later called Liberty Park].” His family was nearly
burned out within a week or so of moving to the mill and farm, but
Wilcken persevered and by the end of the year his white flour was
being praised in the local press.10



During the next several years Wilcken established many
connections in the community and took on additional responsibilities
as a kind of knight errant for the First Presidency of the LDS church
and for Wilford Woodruff of the Quorum of the Twelve. His duties
for church officials included driving them and/or their wives to
various functions. For example, he drove Elizabeth, a wife of
Brigham Young, Jr., to the St. George Temple for the dedicatory
ceremonies there in December 1876; he spoke for twenty minutes in
the temple on Christmas Eve and later went quail hunting with
Brigham Young, Jr., and Wilford Woodruff. In August 1879 he
accompanied "Prest [John] Taylor . . . A. M. Cannon, . . . R. T.
Burton, & Jas Jack . . . to the Penitentiary to see Elder Geo. Q.
Cannon at his request. . . .11

Isaac Chase mill in Liberty Park was later owned by Brigham
Young. USHS collections.
[p-313] By early 1879 Wilcken had begun his first term as Salt
Lake City watermaster and was active in developing and
maintaining the water system for an ever-increasing population. He
helped plan for a canal from Parley's Creek in what is now Sugar
House to the North or Dry Bench, and he saved the Salt Lake and
Jordan Canal from sustaining serious damage by riding out to
determine the cause of a sudden drop in the water level. After
locating a blockage on the dam he enlisted several neighbors to
assist with repairs and thereby insured an uninterrupted flow of
water. Following the municipal election of 1884, Wilcken found
himself without regular employment. The church newspaper took
editorial notice of his absence from city service:
We see no position awarded to the late Watermaster Mr. Chas H.
Wilcken, but suppose that our City Fathers will find a post for him,
so that his valuable services will not be lost. . . . He is a brave and
reliable public officer, and we shall look for his appointment to
some position of honor and trust within the gift of the
municipality.12
[p.314] The Deseret News had reason to cite Wilcken's bravery. In
August 1883 he had been one of the principals in a most tragic
incident. Marshal Andrew Burt and "Special Police Officer”
Wilcken had been summoned to subdue and take into custody a
violent man, drunk, who was causing a disturbance and threatening
citizens with a gun. During the fray Burt was shot and killed and
Wilcken suffered a serious gunshot wound but nevertheless
managed to subdue the gunman. He was unable, however, to prevent
a mob from taking the prisoner from jail and lynching him.13

By May 1884 Wilcken was on regular duty with the Salt
Lake City Police Department. In that capacity he was called upon to
arrest two drunken Idaho politicians who had been causing a
disturbance in the Salt Lake Theatre. Wilcken and several others
were sued by the political figures for defamation of character, among
other things, but Wilcken's attorney successfully pled that he had
simply been performing his lawfully prescribed duties and was
therefore immune from suit. 14

Wilcken continued to protect the weal of the community,
both public and Saintly. In January 1885 he, L. John Nuttall, H. C.
Barrell, and President John Taylor took the Mormon church
"underground" as the federal campaign against the church entered
its most intense phase. This began one of the most exciting periods
in his life. The duties he performed, the risks he took, and the
success of his efforts are proof of his devotion and loyalty to his
church and its leaders.

During the period John Taylor was in hiding it was
Charles Wilcken who ran the mail between the safe house, or "Do"
as it was called, and Salt Lake City, arranged transportation for
other General Authorities who had business with each other and

with Taylor, and stood guard while they met. In fact, Wilcken lived

on the underground with Taylor during the last two years of his life,
commuting as necessary between the "Do" and Salt Lake City or
elsewhere when not actually on duty. Most days he would make a
trip to Salt Lake with the day's communications and return between
11 p.m. and 3 a.m. When Taylor died in July 1887 Wilcken took his
son Joseph E. Taylor, in the middle of the night, to his father's
body.15
[p.315] With President Taylor dead, Wilcken's services were even
more in demand. For example, he confirmed to Abraham H. Cannon
that rumors of a new "cohab" case against him were true and offered
to keep him apprized of the case's developments. He was much
concerned with the safety of church leaders and on one occasion
drove George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith from the Cannon farm
to the tithing office yard under a load of hay and farm implements.
The two men then slipped into the Lion House without being seen.
Another time, Wilford Woodruff was hidden by Wilcken in his own
home one night. Indeed, Wilcken was responsible for securing
Woodruff's safety on several occasions. This account is typical:
President WoodrufT, at half past 9 o'clock a.m., had an interview
with Marshal Dyer. Dyer stated to him in their conversation that he
had no papers whatever against President Woodruft, but after Dyer
left he [Woodruff] began to think that maybe it was a trap, and so
did Bro Cannon and J. F. Smith and B. Young [Jr.], so C. H. W.
[Wilcken] went and got our team and took them away, and in about
a half hour after they had gone, Deputy [Bowman] Cannon came to
the office to subpoena President Woodruff and to search for the
other brethren. . . . [I] found C. H. W. and he told me President
Woodruff was at his farm. [I] took him some medicine and 2 letters
that C. H. W. had given me.16

Over the years Wilcken developed especially strong ties to
the Cannon families and to Wilford Woodruff. His closeness to the
Cannons is no better illustrated than by this entry from Abraham H.
Cannon's journal: "Father started today in company with Chas.
Wilcken for Logan; he went by team and will there meet Aunt Carlie
and her children. The latter will be adopted to him as will Chas.
Wilcken." Wilcken's "adoption" by George Q. Cannon was more
than a formality; it acknowledged a caring relationship. In early May
1888 when Abraham's daughter Emma died after a lengthy illness,
Wilcken took the bereaved father for several rides to help him deal
with his grief, offered the closing prayer at Emma's funeral, and
later visited Abraham in company with George Q. Cannon and
anointed Abraham.17

On Saturday, September 15, 1888, Wilcken performed yet
another service for the Cannons; he and H. B. Clawson testified
against George Q. Cannon before a grand jury as part of a previously
arranged plea bargain. Then, on the following Monday, Wilcken and
Cannon's [p.316] attorneys accompanied George Q. as he
surrendered to Marshal Dyer. Later that day Wilcken drove Cannon
to the penitentiary and made a second trip with additional bedding.
While George Q. was in the penitentiary Wilcken visited him almost
daily. A typical entry in Cannon's prison diary reads: "Brother C. H.
Wilcken brought out a wagon load of my children today . . . William
also came out and brought with him Emma Wilcken, a daughter of
Bro. C. H. Wilcken." Typically, when Cannon was released from
prison, it was Wilcken who drove him away to Wilford Woodruff's
home.18

George Q. Cannon, seated on chair, with other imprisoned
polygamists and warden Dow at the territorial penitentiary in Sugar
House. Charles H. Wilcken transported Cannon to and from the
prison to serve his term—one of many duties he performed for LDS
church leaders. USHS collections.

[p-317] Early in 1889 new charges of polygamy and/or
cohabitation were pushed by federal officials against church leaders,



especially George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith. Wilcken took
that message to L. John Nuttall who communicated it to Smith.
Smith agreed that Wilcken should look out for the Smith families,
and Charles made appropriate preparations.19

Wilcken's life was not all hiding families, midnight
messages and meetings, or confidential warnings; he enjoyed
pleasant, sociable experiences as well. In April 1889 he
accompanied Wilford and Emma Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, H.
B. Clawson, and daughter Mamie on a pleasure trip to California.
They stayed initially at the Grand Hotel in San Francisco and then
journeyed to Del Monte and visited geysers near Cloverdale. At the
latter tourist attraction Wilford Woodruff needed some assistance: "I
leaned upon the arm of Brother Wilcken who aided me greatly by
assisting me up the mountain. It gave Brother Wilcken a good
sweating to do so." Wilcken was fifty-seven years old at the time
and Woodruff was eighty-two.20

By 1890 Wilcken was spending more and more time with
Wilford Woodruff, a relationship that was probably based more on
collegiality and companionship than on the necessity for a
bodyguard. He began accompanying Woodruff on many of the
church president's trips. For example, he joined Woodruff on a
journey through Wyoming, Colorado, and New Mexico, occasionally
speaking at meetings along the way. That same year, Woodruff
"attended the Dedication of Charles H. Wilcken House & took
supper. We had beautiful Music & Singing."21

Despite his growing closeness to Woodruff, Wilcken did
not neglect his other friends, especially the Cannons. At the request
of Abraham H. Cannon, he confirmed a rumor that Marshal Doyle
had obtained a warrant for Abraham's arrest, but Wilcken "bought
Doyle off, and got his promise that . . . [Cannon] should not be
molested, nor should any other person without sufficient notice
being given for them to escape and to get witnesses out of the way."
Doyle apparently gave Wilcken the names of fifty-one persons about
to be arrested in Utah and Emery counties, and a messenger was
dispatched to warmn them. "Thus," Cannon wrote, "with a little
money a channel of [p.318] communication is kept open between the
government offices and the suffering and persecuted Church
members."22

Two years later, in October 1891, Wilcken again had
occasion to warn Abraham Cannon of his impending arrest on new
cohabitation charges. In fact, the grand jury had quizzed Deputy
Marshal Bowman Cannon closely as to why Abraham had not been
arrested. Bowman had been a member of several search parties that
were unsuccessful in capturing polygamists and/or witnesses, and
there is circumstantial evidence that Bowman and perhaps another
may have been on a Mormon payroll. That, together with Wilcken's
ties to the law enforcement community, may help explain why so
many polygamists escaped capture. As an aside, it should be noted
that Bowman Cannon was not related to the George Q., Angus M.,
or David H. Cannon families, but he did have a Mormon connection.
He was the son of Marsena Cannon, the pioneer photographer, who
with his entire family was excommunicated in October 1874.23

Wilcken became adept at hand holding during the period
of the raid. L. John Nuttall, for example, had been toying with the
idea of giving himself up to the court on anticipated charges of
unlawful cohabitation. Wilcken traveled to Provo where Nuttall was
in hiding to have a long talk with him and to bring the message from
George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith that he "must not do it at
present." A few months later, in February 1891, circumstances had
changed, and Nuttall was still anxious to break his exile. He talked
with H. B. Clawson and Wilcken about it, and the latter told him
... there would be no difficulty in my coming out; and if anything
was said about me, he would know of it and I would not be
interferred with, that he would guarantee my safety, everything

having been satisfactorily arranged.
Wilcken's relationship with Nuttall was not limited to the latter's
fear of imprisonment. A few days after the above conversation was
recorded, Nuttall became suspicious that his daughter Eleanor had
been out all night with "an outsider." Nuttall sent for Wilcken and
"put him on the hunt for her or the man we supposed she had gone
with. .. ." The errand was probably fruitless, for Eleanor apologized
[p.319] almost immediately for having stayed at the home of a
married sister without having informed her parents.24

Through his entire life in Utah Wilcken was willing to do
what he could for his church and its leaders. A German named
Joseph Walter Dietrich had been befriended, possibly by Wilcken
but certainly by the First Presidency. He had been given financial
support and encouragement in his efforts to publish a
German-language newspaper. Then, he apparently turned on his
benefactors and became virulently anti-Mormon in his newspaper. It
became Wilcken's duty to close up the publication and advise
Dietrich that his attitude and actions no longer enjoyed church
support. Sometimes his counseling was less radical. In September
and October 1891 he and L. John Nuttall visited Beck's Hot Springs
in an effort to talk the manager, Lehi Pratt, out of his abuse of
alcohol.25

In July 1889 Wilcken had entered upon what was probably
the most ambitious business project of his life. With the backing of
Mormon church leaders, a number of men organized the Deseret and
Salt Lake Agricultural and Manufacturing Company. Wilcken was
elected one of the trustees. Other principals included the First
Presidency, John Q. and Abraham H. Cannon, B. Y. Hampton, and
others. Their plan was to build a dam on the Sevier River to provide
irrigation water for thousands of acres of land in Sevier County. As
the 1890s opened Wilcken became increasingly involved in trying to
make a success of the company, but it was tough going. He made
frequent trips to Deseret to inspect the dam-building progress,
survey town and home sites, and occasionally speak to groups of
Saints in the area. By January 1892 the company directors were
preparing to sell off some of the assets of the company to relieve
their debt load, and because of an administrative mix-up the
company was in danger of losing its water rights on the Sevier
River, Following a reorganization during the winter of 1891-92,
Wilcken had been made vice-president and given the responsibility
of securing uncontested water rights and settling all the company's
debts. Despite his efforts the project would ultimately be plagued
with problems severe enough to thwart its complete fruition. His
involvement with the company continued until March 25, 1903,
when he resigned.26
[p.320] As if the trouble-ridden canal company were not enough
for a sixty-year-old church coachman, bodyguard, and policeman,
Wilcken found himself involved in May 1892 in the construction of
the Saltair Railroad. He and L. John Nuttall negotiated a
right-of-way agreement with Archibald Gardner that allowed the
line to pass near Gardner's candy factory "over Jordan." Wilcken
purchased the right-of-way as agent for the railroad and also became
involved in negotiations for the purchase of railroad ties for the line.
In 1894 his railroad interests included some exploring for the
proposed Salt Lake and Los Angeles Railroad.27

Wilford Woodruff. Charles H. Wilcken served as his companion and
nurse. USHS collections.

The final twenty-five years of Wilcken's life that have been
discoverable show only gradual diminution of activity. He spent a
great deal of time with Wilford Woodruff, generally as a companion
and nurse. His relations with the several Cannon families also
matured. He was one of those in charge of the remains of Wilford
Woodruff and George Q. Cannon when those gentlemen died. He



also served as a [p.321] pallbearer during the funeral of Lot Smith.
He was reappointed Salt Lake City watermaster in 1896 and also
served as assistant superintendent of the Deseret Telegraph
Company. On April 13, 1911, he was named a patriarch by Joseph
F. Smith. He lived out his days as a guide on Temple Square and
died in a Salt Lake hospital on April 9, 1915, at age eighty-four.28

The focus of this paper has been on Wilcken's public life,
especially his many services to the LDS church and its leaders.
Space does not permit an examination of his home and family life,
his two failed marriages, his various employments, his career as an
unsuccessful real estate speculator, or the nature and value of his
published writings, of which there are several. Rather, the aim has
been to fit Wilcken into the rich tapestry of Utah history. No church
doctrine carries his name. He authored no legislative act. There are
no schools, streets, or communities named for him. The only public
notice of his presence on earth is his name on a plaque and a seat in
Pioneer Memorial Theatre at the University of Utah. Why then pay
so much attention to an obscure, barely known nineteenth-century
Saint?

Wilcken and perhaps scores of men like him made it all
work. While others whose names are much more familiar dealt with
questions of God and man, law vs. religion, statehood vs.
subservience, Wilcken went about the business of caring for his own
families, assisting and protecting others as necessary, and simply
doing what had to be done. He was not necessarily a great man, but
he was a worker bee in Zion's hive. He may have saved some
lives—especially in the incident that led to Marshal Burt's
death—and he certainly shielded fellow and sister Saints from arrest
and imprisonment. He improved the environment in which he lived,
and he lived a lawful, respected, and undervalued life.
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28Journal History, March 3, 1896; Woodruff, Journal,
9:531; Journal History, April 13, 1911; Deseret Evening News,
April 10, 1915.
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PROFILE OF HAROLD WILCKEN PRATT

Born 16 July 1899, Colonia Dublan, Chihuahua, Mexico
Died 17 May 1962, Chihuahua, Chihuahua, Mexico
Parents: Helaman Pratt and Bertha Christina Wilcken
Grandparents: Apostle Parley P. Pratt and Mary Wood
Charles Henry Wilcken and Eliza Reiche
Wife: Anna Hendrickson, born 21 sep 1901, Fruitland, New Mexico, died 5 April
1962, Chihuahua, Chihuahua, Mexico
Ten children: Ana Marie (Pratt) Taylor, Lucile Pratt, Gerda (Pratt) Haynie,
Harold Wilcken Pratt Jr., Berta (Pratt) Whitney, Carmen (Pratt) Shumway, Ramona
(Pratt) Gale, Doratha Rae (Pratt) Young, Elena (Pratt) Turley Brown, Kathleen
(Pratt) Bigler
Missionary service: 6.9 years
Missionary service of wife: 6.9 years
Missionary service of direct descendants: 111.3 years through 1995.
Person submitting biography: Lucile Pratt

In the early summer of 1899, Harold Wilcken Pratt was the firstborn of three
sons of the polygamous marriage of Helaman Pratt and Bertha Wilcken. He was a
Mexico Mormon by birth and remained one throughout his life, in spite of living
in the United States on occasion. At times he used both Mexican and United
States citizenship, but when it became necessary to choose one or the other, he
chose Mexican and formally renounced his United States citizenship. Personally
he placed his family first, then his church and missionary work, and then his
business, whatever it chanced to be.

Harold's family heritage was even more notable than his birthplace, and he
believed heredity was just as significant as environment in any individual
character. His father, Helaman, son of an apostle, had been one of the first six
missionaries in Mexico City. Earlier Helaman had been a colonist along the Muddy
in present-day southeast Nevada, and before and after was a farmer at Richfield,
Utah. He had responded at once when called to help colonize what became Colonia
Dublan. Bertha Wilcken, Helaman's third wife, was a sister of the second wife
and the two were daughters of Charles Henry Wilcken, bodyguard to Brigham Young
and John Taylor, and a German immigrant with a military background. Bertha had
been a teacher at Brigham Young Academy in Logan, Utah and after her marriage
lived in the same home as her sister Dorothea. Dorothea (Aunt Dora) ran the
home, and Bertha taught school to help support the families. Next door was the
home of Victoria (Billingsley) Pratt, the first wife of Helaman and the mother
of Rey L. Pratt, president of the Mexican Mission for almost thirty years, and
one of the First Council of Seventy between 1925 and 1931. The family heritage
was indeed great.

The Pratt home was full of love and teasing. Some half-sisters would tease
Harold about relationship since their mothers were sisters. His response was one
of the family stories: "I'm not either your cousing, I'm a bugger [brother] to
all you girls." He was baptized in July 1907 and in November 13909 his father
died, leaving to each family a small farm with livestock and machinery. Rey L.
Pratt and Ira W. Pratt, half-brothers, became (when needed) surrogate fathers
for Harold and his two brothers, Emerson and Joseph. Harocld went to grammar
school and portions of two years at the Juarez Stake Academy. He educated
himself throughout his life, and possessed an ever growing "thoughtful faith" in
the gospel. In 1943 Harold asked Pres. Franklin S. Harris for a letter of
recommendation in support of his application for a federal position managing
Mexican farm laborers ("braceros") in Utah and parts of Idaho and Wyocming. Pres.
Harris wrote that Harold was the equal or better of anyone to whom he had
presented a diploma as president of Brigham Young University. Harold was ever
proud of that letter, and the new job lasted until the end of 1946.



The Mexican Revolution began in 1910 and quickly spread north from Mexico City
to Chihuahua and other northern states, with four armies roaming the area. The
Mormon "exodus" occurred in July 1912, when the Mormons were asked to leave by
General Ines Salazar of the "redflagger" or "magonista" troops. Dora and Bertha
took their families to Salt Lake City, where Dora had daughters already (some
married and some working) and where Bertha again taught school. Harold returned
to Colonia Dublan in 1913, together with Aunt Dora, to join his brother Ira and
resume farming. Whenever dust clouds became visible in Dublan, Harcld would
drive the Pratt horses into a distant box canyon to keep them safe from
confiscation by approaching armies. By 1914 Bertha and the remaining children
were also home. During General John J. Pershing's stay in Mexico, Ira served as
a scout for the army and Harold did some freighting for it. When Pershing's army
left in early 1917, the family made a short "exodus" to El Paso, Texas, where
Harold helped support the family as a street car conductor. After they went
home, Harold enlisted in a transportation unit of the United States army in
September 1918. He was training at Logan, Utah, preparing for duty in
Vladivostok and Siberia, Russia, when the war ended and he was discharged in
January 1919. He returned home to work on the family farm until he was called on
a mission. He borrowed money from a brother-in-law for the mission, repaying the
debt later.

Harold served in the Mexican Mission from 23 May 1921 to 26 June 1923 under the
presidency of his half-brother Rey L. Pratt. The mission territory included
southwestern United States as well as all of Mexico. Harold began missionary
work in El Paso and northern Mexico (and during this time met Anna Hendrickson,
a missionary from Fruitland, New Mexico), but most of his service was in Mexico
City and surrounding areas. He finished as district president, supervising both
missionaries and members. In closing his missionary journal, Harold wrote:
"There is no joy that can equal the joy of mission service. And my desire is to
spend a lifetime in this joy bringing service to my fellow men."

Once home, Harold began corresponding with Anna Hendrickson, and proposed to her
by letter on 21 July 1923. She accepted his marriage proposal by 27 July, but
there were still rocky times ahead. Anna began dating another young man, and her
mother Gerda A. Hendrickson (a Swedish convert immigrant married to Lars
Hendrickson, another Swedish convert immigrant and an ex-missionary) wrote to
warn Harold of dangers to the romance. Harold had just purchased a new car, so
he drove to visit Anna. After clearing up matters between them, they were
married 14 March 1924 in Kirtland, New Mexico, settled in Chihuahua City, and
were sealed in the Salt Lake Temple in May 1925.

Harold and Anna had an ever happy and optimistic marriage, and their love for
each other and the Church was always far stronger than any problems. The years
involved various jobs in various places, sometimes causing lengthy moves, and
producing ten children between 1925 and 1946. Consecutively they lived in
Chihuahua City; El Paso; Mesa, Arizona; Arrey, New Mexico; El Paso; Mexico City;
Colonia Dublan; El Paso; Mexico City; Clint, Texas; Barstow, Texas; Hot Creek
Ranch, Nye County, Nevada; Diamond Fork Canyon near Spanish Fork, Utah; Layton,

Utah; Chihuahua City. Thus the first family home was in the same city as the
last.

Harold's last child was born while the first one was serving as a missionary in
Mexico. And just after the missionary came home, the family moved back to
Chihuahua for the last time, leaving the three oldest daughters in Utah. Since
one of these was in the hospital at the time of the move, all of the children
were never at home together at the same time, since circumstances precluded a
home reunion later. First among the ten children were three girls, then the one
and only boy, and then the rest of the girls. The sixth and seventh children
were twins. Harold was in Salt Lake City when they were born, and his diary
comment was "What a shock!"™ The twins spent their early weeks being fed by lady



missionaries. Anna had somehow caught scarlet fever and was quarantined in her
room at the mission home for six weeks, seeing her twin babies through the
window. Seven of the nine girls and one boy served as missionaries in Mexico.
Several of the children served missions after retirement, including a mission
presidency and a temple visitors-center presidency for Harold Jr. (Bill). Nine
of the ten marriages of the children were with people of Mexicc Mormon heritage
(either from the Colonies or ex-Mexican missionaries) or of Snowflake heritage
(where the Hendrickson descendants had chiefly settled). The children chiefly
live in western United States, with one in British Columbia and (until recently)
one in Mexico.

In January 1934 Harold was called to preside over the Mexican Mission, and again
kept a missionary journal. Anna and the children remained in Dublan until June
1934, while Harold was relocating the mission headquarters from Los Angeles to
El Paso. This involved helping Aunt May, widow of Rey L. Pratt, choose a home in
Provo, Utah and move there. Harold's mother, Bertha, came to live with Harold
and Anna at the mission home in El Paso after she retired from teaching school
in Colonia Dublan. She was part of the family for the remainder of her life,
although she periodically visited her other two sons and their families. She
died in 1947, still a beloved member of the family.

Harold had been and remained a counselor in the Juarez Stake Presidency during
his first year as mission president; he felt this was done so he could influence
missionary calls. The first two and a half years of his mission presidency were
spent in El1 Paso, and the mission still covered southwest United States and
Mexico. The mission was then divided into the Spanish American Mission and the
Mexican Mission, and Harold moved the Mexican Mission headquarters to Mexico
City. Even before the move, a rebellion had begun among several local leaders in
and around Mexico City, organized as the Third Convention in 1936. They wanted a
Lamanite to be president of the Mexican Mission. Among their leaders was
Margarito Bautista, who later embraced and preached polygamy (and discussed
uniting with the LeBaron group). Before and during this trouble, Harold helped
place one of Margarito's sons in the Juarez Stake Academy, and often stopped to
see the young man and check on his progress. Harold's right to Mexican
citizenship was challenged by these rebellious leaders, but resolved in Harold's
favor by the government. The Third Convention leaders then attempted to have
visiting General Authorities arrested as illegal foreign religious ministers.
Since the government during these years was anti-foreign in its stance, the hand
of the Lord contributed to the failure of the Third Convention leaders to
accomplish their immediate goals. Upon the advice of the First Presidency,
Harold called a council in 1937 to excommunicate the leaders of the Third
Convention. After consultation with General Authorities in Salt Lake City,
Harold also turned the titles to all property owned by the Church in Mexico over
to the federal government, thus abiding by the Constitution of 1917. In later
years the Church built meeting houses under the name of the Mutual Improvement
Association, but then again decided to turn title to these newer properties over
to the government as well. Much of his time as mission president, Harold was
periodically ill with a kidney ailment. This became more intense and eventually
culminated in the removal of one kidney in July 1938, and his release as mission
president on 26 September 1938 after almost five years of service.

Most of Harold's business efforts were connected with automobiles, farm
machinery, or farming and ranching, and some were of particular interest. He
worked for Ford Motor Company between 1930 and 1933, when Ford Motor was
establishing its first foreign assembly plant in Mexico. Much of his work
involved traveling with a Ford caravan over the dirt (and often muddy) roads,
because Mexico did not yet have paved highways (the first highway, the
PanAmerican between Laredo and Mexico City, was not yet finished). Harold was
paid a "per diem" to cover traveling expenses, and in spite of the depression he
felt it was dishonest to stay in poor places to augment his salary, since Ford's



