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On May 10th, 1977, Fulon Allred. & g9entle. guiet. whits

haired naturocath was shot and killed 1n his Murray o‘rr‘;-:e.amﬁ"‘“”‘q’-
Manv of his patients were stunned as two figures dashed out affer 3,

at h1s office and disappeared i1nto a waiting car. Several Infanaimanl
moriths later a police investigation identified the attackers

as two voung women trom Ervil Lebaron‘s familv. Ervil was

the leader of a2 rival polveamist® group who hopsd to unite j;‘m_'
all of the present day polygamists. or Fundamental1sts as . e
thev are now known, under his leadersnip. To accompliish mhﬂ

this goal he had to @l iminate the leaders of &all of the - |

other polvgamists groups. By ordering Dr. Allred’s death ear* g

hoped to flush |
=] ush the other polvaamist leaders out of hidins k /

and planned to attack them at A11red s funeral in Murrav,
Utah ¥ Meretiy 4. Selonon - ‘s 5 pe 309-310,

Hanv vears have passed since this tragedy. Surprisingly.
kena Chynoweth, the yvoung girl who actuallv killed Dr.
Allred, was acquitted of the crime. Ervil LeBaron was found
guilty for his part in planning the crime and for coercing
the two voung girls into killing Dr. Allred. Shnrtlv‘jfter's.aas
he was 1ncarcerated Ervil died in Utah’s state prison?

the late 198Us, Rena wrote a bock about the murder entitled
Blood Covenant. 1In the book she described her rcle in ths
tragedy and related the events that preceded and +0ollowed
the murder. In retaliation the Alired family i1s currently
suing Ms. Chynow=sth?® They her book proves that she
premeditatedlv killed their father and want to make sure
that she does not profit from the crime through the sale of
her book. 6 DA.Selewen wienmsw mﬁ?zf 9.

All of these events have thrust the reclusive Allred family
and group into the spotlight. A number of @ articles and
boocks have been written recently about them. Some

Journal ists have been critical of them and their litestvie
wnile others have been more sympathetic. Basically,most
Fundamentalists are guiet people and are sincerely dedicated
to tneir interpretation of Mormonism. In many ways they are
“old ii1ne Mormons" in that they cling to many religious
tzachings that were taught in the LIS church prior to the
1890 HManitesto.” The LDS church has gone throuah a numher of
major changes since this Manifesto, most importantly i1t has
stopped teaching and practicing nolvgamy. It also no longer
tries to organize 1ts D ple 1ntn united orders or, communal

living arrangements. v:ﬁ fufvm 4&.- ferm ju hie
wilile Ae upu’...*‘ b
r

To explain who Dr. Allred was and why he is significant in
the Fungamentalist movement, it is necessary to look back to
a period in LDS history when the Mormons taught and
practiced polvgamv. This regression will enable us to
understand Allred’s beliefs and the Fundamentalist’s
present litestvie. Members of the Mormon church believe that
their church’'s founder, Joseph Smith, received a revelation
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advopcating the practice of polygamy betore his death in
18344. He and a good number of the Mormons practiceo
polyvaamy in Nauvoo before the Mormons migrated to Utah in 9 pe,i32:
1847 ¥ rMormon doctrine at that time taught that celestial 19-20
marriage was a prereguisite t% attaining life in the
celestial kingdom after death.S There i1s some disagreemant
among LDS church )leaders and scholars as to wnether 1t was a
church doctrine that_only Folygamists could eviyl-e to become
Gods and Goddesses in the eternities. In the Journal of
iscour ,Brigham Young made the following statement.

.The unlv men who become Gods, even the Sons of God are
thoses who enter into polygamy. Others attain unto a 1o .
glarv: and mav even be permitted to come unto the '8 W"“‘
qresence of the Father and the Son, but they cannot recorfd
eign’as Kings in.Glory. because thev had blessings I _ﬂ———J‘,1¥3
affered them and they refused to accept them. Qﬁ#‘#"
Modern LDS church leaders, such as Bruce K. Mckonkis., {eel
that polygamy is not a prerequisite to attaining Godnood h*&‘ﬂ‘ﬂ(hﬁﬁﬂb
The following statement was exerpted +rom Mckonkie s book W
Mormon Doctrine:

Flural marriage i1s not essential to salvation or

exaltation. Hephi and his people were denled the power

to have more than on= wife and yet they couid gain
every:sblessing 1n eternity that the Lord ever offered m—;—%—:‘ﬁi
to any people." e Konkie, STT.

Two possible s:planations for these differing opinions on

such an important doctrine might be (1-The Manifesto altersd

the previous church doctrine about the prerequisitiss for
attaining Godhood and (Z- Not all Mormons were called to " H
practice polygamy. Some modern sources claim that only Wtk s Hi
about 15— 20% of the Mormons were polygamous ['3 Theretore. ”'fr'. P
this requirement applied only to those who were called to

enter the principle. Those who were not called could not be
expected to meet this requirement to reach the highest level

of exaltation.

The Mormons were able to peacefully practice polygamy in
Utah for a few vears until the number of non-Mormons
increased and Utah became a territory in 1830. During the
next 4& vears Congress denied Utah’‘s application for
statehood six times. During those 46 vyears, Conaress's
principal complaint against Utah‘s statehood was that the
Mormons were living an immoral lifestyle and the LDS church
was too powerful politically and economicallv. MNon-mormons
living i1n Utah felt they were being discriminated against as
few of them were elected to a political ofiice. Mormon
economic programs such as the development of the ZICMI system
also forced many non-Mormon merchants out of business. After
the Mormons issued the Manifesto in 1890, and stopped
teaching and practicing polygamy, there was less tension in
the area. When the Mormons later demonstrated that their
members were also now affiliated with the Lemocratic and
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Soms members of the Mormon church were relieved when the
Manitesto was issued. OUthers were angryv and felt that thear
leaders had sold out to government pressure by discontinuing
polvaamy and the communal programs. Thev particularly felt .
the Manifesto was a cheap ploy to gain statehuodPPresideng ”‘UN-"\M“
Wiltord Woodrufi announced the Manifesto to the members of . -+ P
the LDS church as a revelation from God and asked that no wees IXF0 "
more polygamous marriages be performed. A few 1ndividuals p- to-%
countered his announcement with a story that the previous
church president, John Taylor, had received a revelation
be+tore his death in which church members were commanded to
continue practicing polygamy no matter what it cost the
church.! Some LDS leaders also interpreted the Manifesto to
mean that plural marriages were illegal _in the U.5. but were
legal if performed in Canada or Mexicof® In response to /4 Morwemn
these problems the Mormons issued a second Manifesto in
1904, This sechE manifesto specifically outlawed polygamy % e
outside the U.5."Those Mormons who continued to practice
polygamy after this manifesto eventually became known as
Fundamentalists and were excommunicated from thea Mormon
church.

Rulon Allred did not become prominent in the Fundamental ist
movement until the 1950s. By that time he had married seven
wives and had spent several months in the state prison for
practicing polygamy. Joseph Musser, the leader of the
Fundamentalists at that time, asked Allred to treat him
atter he suffered a major stroke. During the months he was
in Allred’s care Musser began to heavily rely upon him. He
oirgained Allred a high priest apostle and made haim a special
counselor. This angered the other members of the ruling
council as it placed Allred above them in seniority and next
in line for leadership of the group. When Musser later
ordained Margarito bautista, a Mexican Indian,*a"figh priest
apostle the council decided to take action. It refused to
accept Allred and Bautista into the council and annouced
that Musser s stroke had rendered him mentally incompetent.
In response to their accusation Musser dissolved the
ex1sting council and formed a new council with Allred as the
senior member and leader. This split the membership of the
Fundamental 1sts and most of the lay members stayved with the
"old council"tT On March 29. 1954, Musser died leaving the
problem of rightful priesthood succession for the
Fundamental 1st aroups to resclve. Each of the two councils
claimed to have the priesthood authority and rejected the
other. Those who followed Allred’s leadership became kno

as the Allred group {(or the Apostolic United Brethren) | e
others became known as the Johnson aroup from Short Creek
(or "Short Creekers"). At this poinj . several smaller
independent groups also developed thought that both of

T

the larger groups were wrong. , These independent groups
would not align themselves with Allred or Johnson and
existed on the periphery of both as small family groups
with no centralized leadership. Ervil LeBaron was the leader
of one of these small i1ndependent groups known as the Church
of the First bBorn of the Fullness of Times.

Throughout tne years, the biggest problem of the
Fundamental ist groups have struggled with is the question of
priesthood authority. In the Mormon‘s Doctrine and
Covenants 85:7 God promises to send “one Mighty and Strong
to set in order the house of God". Ervil felt he was the
one mighty and strong mentioned in this scripture. and had
been preordained to preside over all of the Fundamentallsts.ﬂJ“
He also felt 1t was his responsibility to save the Mormon |ienwiass
church from apostacy and to realign it with God’'s L Apalr May
teachinas. The LDS church feels this scripture in thE(E;E‘ "
is vague. It either applies to Joseph Smith or Bishop
Edward Fartrideet During the 1940s and 1970s, the Lekaron
group killed several people they felt were a threat to <0 L
Ervil ‘s authoirity among the Fundamental istst From time to  jefaries
time in the late 19708 rumors circulated in Salt Lake City
that Ervil had also considered killing the president of the
LDS church. Supposedly killing the LDS church president
would give him _an opportunity to take over the leadership of
the LOS church® 3 DASelowen leel p.309

P e ’

-

@2 Revonsn u‘-ﬁnuqulauqmelﬂnlgnu* &ﬁ?}- ﬂﬂgﬂ.ﬁzszxﬂ::
How do members of Allred’s families and group live today?
Are thelr attitudes and practices similar to Utan‘s a3 k Boali
pre—-Manifesto polygamists? Most of the Allred group s %
current beliets and practices stem from concepts that were " g, o
originally accepted in the LDS church prior to the
Manifesz=to%” However, a few of their beliefs seem to have
originated among themselves. One of the best examples of a
doctrine and current practice that did not stem from the LDS
church is their concept of a higher priesthood designated to
perpetuate polygamys The Fundamentalists believe the LDE

priesthood had the power and the right to function R Andaron
1ndependentiy of the_gchurch as i1t was restored before the

church was organized. O0f the two, the church and the f{
priesthood, they believe the priesthood is the most powerful =~

and should supervise the church. It was this higher ped-42

priesthood authority acting independently of the church
between 18%0 and 1904, that kept plural marriage secretly
functioning during those years. Apostlies or members of the
first presidency were set apart to oversee this practice
while the LDS church appeared to be honoring the Manifestol” g s ..
Mormon church records confirm the stories that apostle [Ee VP
Alvin K. Ivins, for one, did perform several plural
marriages in Arizona during this uer‘iod.“" [ e

Mv p. 30



A diagram showing the priesthood organization as the
Fundamental ists believe it should be organized, follows on
the next page. Scriptural references to support most of the
following priesthood organization from God on down to the
lowest portion of the prissthood are found at the bottom of
the diagram. The following explanation of the diagram is
very general but my sources inform me that it is basically
correct.

S5tarting in the middle of the diagram where two columns are
visible, notice on the left side that the Fundamentalists
have kept alive the "Kingdom of God" organization that
developed in Nauvoo before 1844. This appears to be the
Council of Fifty that was mentioned so frequently in early
Mormon and Utah history. This organization of the political
kingdom of God supposedly parallels the ecclesiastical
organization which the Marmon church maintains today in a
"orostituted" form. The ideal pattern for this
ecclesiastical organization is presented on the right side
of the diagram.

Above the two parallel portions of the priesthood
organization are two additional levels of priesthood. The
portion directly above is called the Fatriarchal or Highest
Order of the Melchizedek Friesthood after the Order of
Enoch. It is headed by the Great High Friest who is alway s
the president of the priesthood. Up to the time of Wilford
Woodruff the president of the Mormon church held the offices
of president of the priesthood and president of the church
simul taneously. After the Manifesto, Fundamentalists
believe that the LDS church presidents only held the office
of president of the church. There is much debate among the
Fundamentalist groups as to which of their leaders currentlv
holds the office of president of the priesthood. The
members of the Allred and Johnson groups both believed these
men held this position when they were alive. They also
believe that the current 1eaders of their groups are the
president of this priesthood organization.

The Great High Friest who is president of the priesthood 1s
assisted 1n his duties by a council of seven men sometimes
known as the Council of Seven or Council of Friends. Each of
the seven men 15 a high priest and all are egual in
authority. They function as counselors to the Great Hign
Friest. Next in authority to them are the Twelve Apostlies.
Thev are sometimes known as High Friest Apostles and are

believed to have been appointed by the Messiah. The oftice
of Fatriarch follows next. The last part of this
organization is a group of S0 High Friests. This entire

aroup of seventv-one men 1s called the Sanhedrin Council.
Fundamental ists believe this organization existed in
bibical times and was reinstituted in Mauvoo by Joseph Smith
before his death.

Above the Fatriarchal Friesthogd is the order of the

priesthood of God which presides over all lower portions of

the priesthood organization. This last part of the

priesthood at thes top of the diagram and is headed bv God

the Father. Many of the Fundamental ists believe that God

the Father 1s Adam in reality. They claim that Briaham 37% hemoard
Young taught this doctrine in an 1854 sermon which he . y@
delivered 1n the Taber‘nacie:.n e concept of Adam as God the
Father is frequently referred to today in the LDS church as

the Adam-God theory. The LDS church .does not accept this

theory as church doctrine and s“that those who do

believe in 1t have misinterpreted Brigham Young‘s comments.

In this theory God the Son is believed to be Jesus Christ

and God the Testator is thought to be Joseph Smith. Another

name for the Testator is the Holy Ghost .% Jome Teubl thoa, p.at =432
+ e Frslane on,

Although the Allred group does not accept the LDE church’s
organization ot the priesthood., it has two organizations

similar to the LIS Aaronic and Melchizedek pr-iesthocds.a& W
Members of their Melchedizedek priesthood organization name

their infants, baptize and confirm their children and

converts, perform priesthood ordinations, bless the sick.,
administer father’s blessings and have the power to receive
revelations for their own needs and the needs of thesir 30€haa Kiauy
famil1es3? Members of the Aaronic priesthood have difterent ofeasus
duties i1n the Allred group than they have in the LDS church

todav ® The LDS church has changed the duties of the 31 Andarase
deacons. teachers and priests from the duties they had Inkead
originally in the church. Section twenty of the Doctrine

Covenants i1ndicates the original duties of the members of

the Aaronic and IMelchedizedek priesthoods. This revelation

was given to Joseph Smith in April 1830 when he organized

the Mormon church. A good example of a new interpretation of

the Aaronic priesthood is the role of the deacons in the

Mormon church today. Section twenty did not originally give

deacons the responsibility of passing the sacrament and

gives them no specific responsibilities in the church.

However, the changing needs of the LDS church has made it

now necessary for deacons to take this responsibility and

others such as collecting fast offerings.32 D.d.20

Allred disagreed with the other Fundamentalist leaders who

digﬁdt bel ieve there was a need to have a_priesthood 33 P-110Hpun
organization in their groups at this time? These leaders sedeavano
argued that the LDS church would socon realize that it had

made a mistake by excluding the Fundamentalists and would

soon invite them to return to the church in full fellowship.

until that time no priesthood organization was necessary.

The men in these groups took care of any priesthood needs in

a very informal manner. There were no specific priesthood

duties., men were assigned a duty on an "as needed basis"3f R1}aﬂ$§h~
Allred felt the voung men in his group could not afford to

wait for this reconciliation to take place. They needed the
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opportunity to hold the priesthood now so that they could
take advantage of the character building programs it

provided. Theretore, his group held regular priesthood ., .
meetings and had frequent service projects. ‘fi"‘f““““w

fs was mentioned earlier, most of the Allred group’s beliefs

and practices originated in the LDS church over a hundred

years ago. Men and women today are initiated into a

polygamous lifestyle basically the same way they were over a
hundred years ago. A man could not take a plural wife on

his own, he had to be called to take an additional wife by a

church leader. Men who failed to follow this rule were

severely punished by the church leaders3 By this practice M’P"3
bishops, stake presidents and apostles etc. tried to make

sure only the most religious men in the church enter$td the
principle. The men also needed to be able to support more

than one family before they could take on additional wives 37 Aland
and financial responsibilities?'Most of the leaders of the I
group today QEVE about seven wives, the average man has two

or three.3¥% Ms.‘:-lt—.._ L7 pb-7

In pre-tManifesto polygamy most of the men consulted with

their wives when they married again even though some men

refused to do so. Women who rebelled when their husbands

tried to take additional wives were told they faced ﬂ,.?
damnation for not supporting their husbands in this calling?’ P_:
Today most of the Allred group‘s men have the support of

their wives as they increase the number of women in the

1‘ami‘iv.f' According to an early Mormon concept known as the "'.J..”F
Law of Sarah, which supposedly dates back to bibical times indenmad
and was revived in Nauvoo, the first wife gives the new wite

to her husband in the wedding caeremony® In some of the 4 3
Fundamental ist families the women actually recruit women to ladies
Join their families and are more aggressive about recruiting %““‘t
new wives than their husbands?? One woman mentioned that a ‘TF”753
family was not really stable until there were three wives ¢ SL Tibwme
in 1t. The women acted as councilors to their husband and r?‘?n A=l
helped him make wise decisions just as a stool needs a

least three l=2g9s for good balance.¥3 Jawqdc.nnp Iaternrritiare)

A recent article in the Salt Lake Tribune related how many

women who Joined Allred’s group were +irst approached by the
Fundamental 1st women. After socializing and studving

scriptures with the Fundamentalist women. these women left

their monogamous families for the Fundamentalist lifestyle.®

The one major requirement all new converts to the Allred 51;%!::!
group had to meet before they were allowed to join was that e /7 A-1
they be members of the LDS church. Once they were members

of the church they were encouraged to stay active in the

church as long as possible so that thev could take advantage # g ln,
of the temple endowment and be married in the temple® Alex *Tm
Joseph of BEi1g Water, Utah is an example of a convert to #
Fundamental 1sm who was first reguared to Join the LDS church

betore he could Join the group. He and his family no longer

-§-

affiliate with the LDS church or the Allred group but at one
time he belonged to both organizations."They now consider

themsel ves Independents. A C'l‘ko-vsan Inbesniion

The Men and women in the Allred group make an effort to be

very spiritual and praverful. A great emphasis is placed

upon scriptural study, fasting and praver in their -t'amihesﬂ?e_ﬂ oson
The men believe that their priesthood authority gives them st usmd
the right to receive revelations for themselves, members of

their families and for their families as & whole unit. Many

woman 1n the Allred group also feel that they can and do

receive spiritual promptings. Some members claim to have

had visions, heard voices and have had other spiritual

experiences in answer to their pravers. A good number of

them claim that they have had a spiritual confirmation of g

some kind about whom they should marry #¥ This has led them gi4d’s

to believe that their marriages were foreordained in the ek
preexistence before they came to this life. Many also i
believe that they had a special spiritual experience that

told them that Fundamental ism was the correct interpretation

of Mormonism or that Allred or Johnson was the 1eader that

they should follow 47 ?-fkn,-—»*v'--

One of the toughest requirements Fundamental ism makes of its

members today is the obligation to live the Law of o
Consecration® The early Mormons practiced this law before ¥ Allred .
and after they migrated to Utah. Members of the LDS church

today live a lower or lesser form of this law called the Law

of Tithing and donate ten percent of their earnings to the &
church™ Members of the Johnson and Allred groups consecrate wrm
all of their property to the group. The aroups hgld the il
property of all of their members in legal trusts. Each 1?}%!"'
individual family unit then pools all of the earnings of its

members together to support itself. The wives and oldergmp_zj
children who work give their money to the father. The money Zhe{ H.nﬁ.
is then divided and channeled back to the families according

to their needs?” Most of the members of the Allred group then

pay a ten percent tithe on their combined income to their

group leaders. This money is used by the leaders to pay
administrative costs and to provide for the welfare of needy .
members of the group® Those families that are still S5Y Alred m¥errus
affiliated with the LDS church, because they have managed

to keep their affiliation to the Allred group a secret, -

often pay a tithe to the LDS church also = #4ad § Barlew mbervane

Folygamy is a hard lifestyle. It reguires patience,
sacrifice, willingness to share and lots of faith. MWith
many children to feed., house and educate there is often
little money for luxuries. One woman mentioned the
privation and sacrifice the polygamous lifestyle forced upon
her and her children was difficult to accept. Had it not
been for her strong conviction that polygamy was right she
would have left Fundamentalism long ago. Some families
struggle to provide for themselves and a few have probably
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used state welfare services from time to time. However, the
majority of the arpup members are able to support
themssl ves 56 Al felerui

It has been suggested that the Fundamentalists frequently
dress i1n outdated clothing styles because they are too poor
to dress better. Money 15 undoubtedly a consideration when
they pick their clothing but it is not the only

57
consideration. A need to be modest is a major factor3’ The Boalew+
Johnson group encourages its women to wear their hair long %:;3;“_

and in braids or up on their heads in buns. The girls and
women wear simple homemade skirts and blouses or dresses
that have hemlines that extend below the knees. Their
blouses and dresses also have long sleeves. Most of the
Johnson women and g9irls refuse to wear any makeup also. The
men in the Johnson garoup are not as easily identified by the
clothing they wear but most are conservatively dressed with
short hair. Some men wear a beard while others are clean
shaven. The Allred women and men are much less conservative
1n their dress. Many coul t be identified by their
clothing styles. Long hair is still popular with the women
in this aroup but makeup and modern hair styles are
acceptable. The men and boys are Just as fashion conscious
and both sexes wear the most current fashions i1f they are
modest and are not too expensive. B Bealous §-larpoch i E

While some Fundamentalist famil1es appear to be struggling.,
others appear to be living very comfortably. One
Fundamental ist told the reporters from Utah Hol iday Magazine
that he and his families lived very well. Une of his
families had a very nice home on the east bench of Salt Lake
City in an affluent neighborhood. He was sure that his
neighbors would be shocked if they knew of his polygamous
lifestyle because he and his families did not fit the
polygamous steresotype les P22 UhhH blop

The Allred group has remained closer to the LDS church than
the Johnson group or the independents.® The Johnson group &
often seems very bitter towards the LDS church and many of
its members and pride themselves in being as different from
the Mormon church as possible. Most of the Allred group obey
the word of wisdom, subscribe to the LDS magazines and use
LDS teaching materials in their auxiliaries. General
conferences similar to the LDS conference are held
biannually and the group holds church meetings similar to
LDS priesthood, sacrament, relief society and MIA meetings.
On Sunday mornings each family in the Allred group holds its
own private sunday school. In the afternoon the group meets
for a general meeting similar to an LDS sacrament meeting.
The sacrament is passed, the LDS hymnals are used for
singing and members are called upon to speak. Also the
young people in the in the MIA program have firesides,
service projects and attend youth camps like their LDS
counterparts.® £, ” y

X Thempsion
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The men in the Mormon culture and the Fundamentalist groups
are the dominant members of their tamilies. Women generally
play a more submissive role in their families although they,

have the major responsibilities for raising their children. ;*‘"P ¥

Some women 1n these groups are independent and resourceful rr

in dealing with the problems that face them and their L »
families but many are not. They relzsheavi]v upon their it
husbands to make decisions for them. Sadly in any . 2)-%3. . 2

patriarchal society there are a few individuals who abuse

the members of their families in some manner. FRecently a

man from the Johnson community in Short Creek was arrested

and 1mprisoned for sexually abusing his daughters.

According to a story that appeared in a 1987 issue of Utan

Hol iday Magazine, he ruthlessly dominated his family. His
wives were made to feel very weak and dependent upon him and
his children generally feared him. None of the mothers 1in

nis family dared to stop the sexual abuse of their daughters
and many of his wives were too preoccupied with competing

for his attentions to notice the problems®’ A second sexual g
abuse problem was reported in Ogden recentiy. The members ngtélﬁﬁdﬂx
this group considered themselves to be Independents. On o 155F Yo
August 1, 1991, the police in Ogden raided a polygamist

compound and took several of the children into protective

custody. A private detective who infiltrated the group told

the police and newspaper reporters that the children and

women in the family were being involved in bizarre sexual

activities. The leader of the family apparently condoned and
encouraged inappropriate relationships in his family

organization 'Sp ¢ Poibruna:

o A
"

Stories such as these are very troubling . The important
thing to keep in mind however, is that people are people
and the behaviors of a few should not condemn all of the
group. There are members in all religious groups who have
stepped over the bounds of proper behavior in onsz way or
another. Incidents of abuse such as these are not common 1n
polygamous families. However some psychiatrists would
disagree with these statements. They feel the closed and
complex relationships in Mormon and Fundamentalist families
makes 1t easier for abuses to develop in them than in other
families £ sm‘“-:&ﬂ"nl ”_‘"m’

Men 1n pre-Manifesto Utah found numerous ways to organize

their families ,Just as Fundamental ists today have different

methods of organizing their families. In early Utah some

polygamous wives had their own homes and were 1ndependent of

tneir sister wives. In other families the women shared a

home and the children of all of the families lived as ane,,

large family. In both situations the children referred to aﬂﬁ?ffb-
the other women 1n the families as aunts but e other "
children were considered sisters and brothers. In each

t+amily arrangement the fathers divided their time up among

their families as best they could. Some families got along

very well and others had a great deal of tension.
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Fundamental ist men today basically use these two living
arrangements and have the same problems and challenges
to resolve.

In situations where the plural families live together in one

home the chance for conflict among family members is

greater. In theory all of the wives are equal but the first

wife often is dominant as she 1s usually older than the ey +e

other wives.” Some of the men have resolved the conflict .
by marrying sisters® In some of the families sach 1

wife has her own room and the husband rotates sleeping with *ﬁwhgﬁfﬂ

his wives. In this arranaemsnt he has his own drawer in

each wive’s dresser. In another arrangement the husband has

the master bedroom and the wives take turns sleeping with

him in this room as the mistress of the house. In both

situations the children in most cases live in large bedronT& .k

in a dormitory style 1ivi .70 "Prrimte. Planst Mann
1 vy style living arrangement.? Fmi '"M P c‘&—;:‘t

The kitchens in most of the homes where two or more families
live together are guite large and the wives rotate the
household chores between them. The following arrangement
could be adapted to meet any number of wives, this plan is
for four women. The first week a wife might do all of the
cooking for the family, the second week she would care for
the children, the third week she would supervise the
children as they cleaned the house and took care of the
laundry and the fourth week a month was hers for some free
time. She might spend the fourth week with their husband or
have the time to devote to her personal interests. In any
case she was free from all responsibility one week each
month. Folygamy advocates claim such an arrangement reduces
the stress of parenting for each mother and is superior to
monogamy where a woman does all of the house work alone.
Regardless of how his families are organized the father or
husband serves as the chief administrator who arbitrates
quarrels among the family members and makes decisions with
the imput of his wives.” ledhesk Jamep ibervios

The one complaint most frequently heard among Fundamentalist
family members today and in the past is that the father is

so busy with church work, his business, and supervising his
families that he frequently doe%zvt have enough time for 7 0 71
each wife or child individually?®Young men are taught to i
resume responsibilities in helping to support the families

at an early age. They are also taught to submit to the
authority of their fathers and the leaders of their group,

but often they do not have a close relationship with their

own fathers. Dorothy Allred in her book, In My Father‘s

House, mentioned that her t+ather Rulon struggled to meet the
neads of all of his children and wives. Among Allred’'s own
children, most today are practicing polygamists. Some

however have refused to accept the Fundamentalist lifestyle
and are monogamists. Fossibly these children felt their
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{father was not able to spend as much time with Fhem as they
would have liked him to.7?3 om ¥+ Selomsn i

The issue of divorce is not esasy to resolve in monogamy or
polvygamy . Brigham Young realized that some marriages could

not be made to work and therefore cancelled sealings or "ﬂunﬂk
granted divorces if it was necessary? Brigham Young koS -
personal lv had two divorces. One was to Ann Eliza Webb and U Wy ndens
the other was to Mary Japg Bigelow, so he understood the Fpz
problems of divorce WE]]! In the Allred group., dissatis{ied

women are granted sealing cancellations if 1t is necessary

also™ Then they are allowed to move from one family to 78 &

another until they have found a family where they can be Arng P43l
happy. In some cases the dissatisfied women have left the7‘

group completely and have taken their children with them. ?"“.

when the women have left the group in this manner it has

frequently caused problems because the fathers want their

children to say within the grna‘n&"; &nuuiﬁnl.nt.mn'

nu=n polc-1y

Flural wives who are divorcing their husbands face some o ..
problems when it comes to divorce because thev are not Hget CL e
legally ﬂprried. but they are technically protected under

Utah 1aw? In a plural family generally only the first wife

is married legally and has a marriage license, ring and the

right to use her husband’s last name. Flural wives are

generally married secretly by a group leader without such7? M"’:
benefits.’? In some cases the plural wives have rings and

have taken their husband’s name but in other situations they
have not taken his name for fear they might be detected as a
plural wife. The children they produce are considered
1l1legitamate. Some fathers might argue that under the law

they do not have to support these chi]dren,especiain if

there 15 a cancellation of the sealing by the group. This 1s
incorrect. Under common law a woman and her children may use

any name she likes as long as they do not become involved 1in
fraudulent activities. The children in a plural marriage

are technically illegitimate but the father should support

them even if there is no marriage. If the father refuses to
claim the children as his children, the woman and the state

of Utah can take him to court and force him to undergo

medical tests to establish his paternity and to support tne

children .”:ﬁfu Clnses

The inequities that exist between the first and plural wives
is not due to some religious doctrime but is thrust upon
members of the Fundamentalist families because polygamy is
currently illegal in Utah. In August 1991, Faul Van Dam,
Utah‘s attorney general, stated in The Salt Lake Tribuneg
that polygamy is not legal because article threse in Utah’s
constitution forbids it. Utah does not hunt down
polvagamists todav as it did in the 1940s and 1950s because
arresting and imprisoning adult polygamists during the 1%40s
and 1950s did not stop the practice. If anything it
stiffened the polygamists resolve to continue the practice.
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The state also incurred tremendous welfare costs as it tried
to provide for the families of the men and women who were
incarcerated duringa those years.?!ﬁLTHh*‘ rﬂ/v: Al

These frightening memories of previous persecutions by the

state and the LDS church, have left many Fundamental ist

families in a constant state of anxiety® While they

recoanize they are probably no longer in danger they still

do not trust the LDS church or the state. Children are 82 R

taught to guard their identities when they are amidst é}}:ﬁ::’\
strangers today as they did forty years ago and in

pre-Manifesto times. Some families also guard their

identities because one of the parents works for the LDS

church or the state. The children fear that the parent

would be fired from his Job if he were discovered. The LDS

church would also excommunicate them. Fear of discovery has J~}
also prevented some parents from seeking birth certificates ke
for their children. Most Fundamentalist children are born in jyee°
their homes and are attended by naturopathic physicians or fc‘“”“
midwives. These health care providers could obtain birth e n
certificates for these children but they fear exposing the
identities of the parents. Hence many children in the
Fundamentalist groups could face problems later in their

lives when they enroll in school or try to travel abroad and

need a passport or visa 83 freckuct- Mede Recovda

There is an interesting aspect in the relationship betwsen
the men and their wives that should be noted at this point.
Most devout Fundamentalists believe that Joseph Smith taught
a®Law of Chastity”’in Nauvoo 84 They believe it was practiced
later in Utah and they continue to practice 1t today. Wmﬂ
According to this law the woman dictates when she will have
sexual 1ntercourse with her husband. Every wife has her
marriage consummated on her wedding night regardless of her
age but after that many Fundamentalists believe sex should
be reserved for procreation only. The Fundamental ists belief
1n this religious principle weakens the polygamy detractors
arguments that polygamist men are lecherous and use polygamy
to meet their physical needs.

According to the Law of Chastity, a righteous woman 1s
her husband when she will most likely conceive and jmtistes
the sexual union after fasting and praying about the matter.
After she is impregnated the couple abstains from
s

intercourse throughout her pregnancy and does not have zz;zhld
intercourse again until nine months after the baby has been
weaned. This gives the woman’s body a chance to recover

after the pregnancy and spaces the children®t Fundamentalist
families are freguently very large. One polygamous wife had
eighteen children, all were healthy and lived to maturity.

Most of the women today have smaller families of five to ten
Chﬂdren.“.}w 1ilenamd
* Verdocs. p. a1
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The Fundamentalists seek large families because they believe

that they are building eternal family kingdoms that will €7 Lavaop
perpetuate into the eternities®? I+ worthy, a man and his el
wives will create worlds in the eternities and will people

them Jjust as God the Father created and peopled this world?anf”R
Many Fundamental ists also believe that God the Father was 3 -
polygamist and that Jesus the Christ was married and most ggu::nen
likely had children. To substantiate these beliefs about

Bod the Father and Christ they point to the 01d Testament

and argue that why would God reguire the ancient prophets to

live polvygamy and have children if God and Christ did not

Tive these laws themselves.8 veswe Wos Manaid | Enaut p.48-51

What role do the Allred men play in the lives of their

daughters? It is tru2 that the men in the Short Creek

community do arrénge the marriages of their daughters. Some

of the girls ars as voung as thirteen and fourteen and are

married to meqbwhu are much older in the other families 1n

the community.)® On the surface it appears that the girls %.‘hﬂff
have little choice in the matter. But the facts show that

many of the girls appear willing to accept this arrangementes (o, ..
because they realize that older established men can provide Nt Dom'
a better life for them. Also, Short Creek is not the N ;Jﬁ
isolated community it once was. Large communities such as

St. George are closs by and the girls cguld flee 1f they >
really wanted to avoid these marriages. Sm F'""‘“’.‘J"“u""d',",
The men in the Allred group allow their daughters much more

freedom in picking a mate.’2 Many of the girls in the Allred

group have the chance to finish high school and a few get g, )

some college education before they marry 3 Financial Totensiag +
problems prevent some voung women and men from furthering Dh@r Fmpﬁﬁ&
their educations but personal values are also a major
consideration. Young women in the Allred group are taught

to put religious and spiritual matter before personal
gratifications or job satisfaction. Many 1s also do not
aspire to be more than homemakers or, o hewﬁl M?'*N*A"-N i

Within Allred’s own family, Fundamnntallsm was nnt +Drced
upon the children. If the children asked his advise he and

his wives encouraged the children to enter the principle or

practice plural marriage, As a rule, Allred did not arrange

his children’s marriages!> Friesthood help in arranging ;‘?‘F’"‘
marriages could also work to the girl’s advantage. If a 91rl iesesw)
wanted to marry o~ date a young man who had not shown any

interest in her, she could approach her father or a

priesthood leader and ask him to contact the man to see 1if

he could become interested in her. If the man said no she

was saved the embarrassment of initiating the contact
persaonal ly and the priesthood leader or her father could
then help her find another mate. Through this system any
young woman who wanted to marry and become a mother cnu*?
marry. she need not remain single unless she wanted to.
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How digd the men effect the lives of their sons? Many of the
Fundamental 1st men are self emploved in the building trades
or are involved in service related industries. This
provides them more privacy and has allowed them more
flexibliity to care for their large families than they would
have if they were employed by someone else T Sons freguently
Join the family business. Some boys however, do attend 9?&::5::uhu
college and have received degrees in accounting, business,

education. A few have even studied law. Doctors are not  Vedsa .3
tound 1n this group though.® Fundamentalists preter the

services of a naturopathic physician. In Brigham Young’s *“"‘r“'
early life he was very suspicious of doctors and advised Indeairiny
people to avoid them Later in his life the LDS church
encouraged a number of women such as Romania Fratt to study
medicine in the eastern medical schools ™ Maybe his early
aversion to doctors has influenced the Fundamentalists who
prefer natural foods, cures etc. to treatment by traditional
doctors. Allred delijvered many of the babies of the women

in his group and cared for people of all ages in his medxcil

practice.’ P Madiii'w * Mormora p, 138 ro! R +-
me T & a :_uz Vawoop mltansnd

Many teachers and administrators who have worked with
Fundamentalist children in the public schools report that
these children are frequently good students and student
leaders. =~ The Allred children particularly, were taught by
their mothers that they should work hard and be the best
students to show people that they were reputable citizens
even 1f they lived in illegal family units. Most of Allreds
children did not receive a college education because they.
like many other Fundamentalist children, were unable to
at+ord the tuition. They would not consider applvying for
schol arships because it would focus unwanted attention upon
their parents. One of Allred’'s daughters graduated as the
valedictorian in her high schoal graduating class and was
not able to go to college for this reason. Once her
children are raised iri‘eaf:ii &Lin Ez}attend college if
. 2 ot = w5 i
possible 4 o q L Beshrot
Some Fundamentalist families do not send their children to sod Bikad
public schools. The mothers i1n these families dor their  mhasss
children in reading , writing, and math skills. T A number of
book stores in the Salt Lake Vallevy cater to home educators
and report that _the Fundamental ist women are among their s NeSeon
best customers™ When the children get older they have the
option of attending public schools or private schools run by
the Fundamental ists themselves. One of the large buildings
used by the Fundamental ists for Sunday services doubles as a
school during week days. Other schools are held in several
of the larger homes around the Salt Lake Valley./®® Vsdea p.23

The children 1n the private Fundamental ist schools are not
provided a variety of math, science and language courses
because teachers are not available to teach all of these
subjects. The Fundamental ist schools are also very
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politically and socially conservative and do not wish to
expose their children to all of the vises in the modern
education system. Some of the current ideas they object to

in public =sducation are sex education, evolution and

communism. Their schools emphasize basic math and reading
skills and trade and homemaking courses instead. /07 Allred infersias

Several years ago the state of Utah took the John Singer

family to court for not sending their children to public
schools. This incident resulted in the deaths of Mr. Ginger

and later a police man when the family resisted the states
efforts to take their children from them. Since that time

the state has not openly battled with the Fundamentalists

over the way thev educate their children. Vicki Singer, the
matriarch of the family is currently serving time in Utah’'s
prison and two of her sons are also currently serving

sentences for killing Fred House, the policeman.' Solonvon edtriaw

For those among us who see the growth of Fundamentalism as a
threat, the next logical question might be what type of
people are attracted to Fundamentalism? Henry Richards, a
prominent Mormon and the faormer manager of the Granite
Furniture stores, counseled a number of people who
contemplated leaving Mormonism for Fundamentalism. His years
of experience with these potential converts led him to
conclude that there were three groups of people who were
prime targets for Fundamental ist missionaries. All were
people who were dissatisfied with their lives as Mormons for
one reason or another. The first group was single LDS
women, widows or divorcees. Women who were lonely,
emotionally insecure and who felt isolated from the
mainstream of the Mormon church frequently found the
companionship and sense of belonging they were desperately
seeking in Fundamental ist families. The second group were
people who were frustrated with the changes they saw in the
LDS church. They felt the LDS church was straying from the
teachings of early Mormonism and felt uncomfortable with new
ideas. The third group were people who tended toward
religious fanaticism. These individuals delved into the
mysteries the LDS church discouraged people from pursuing.
Many of them also felt the scriptures should be taken very
literally and could not accept broad interpretations of
religious doctrines.! ”-lqr& Ritllanier 1aktrvsvas

Some scholars and reporters have suggested that there are
now more people practicing polygamy in Utah than there were
prior to the Manifesto. The Fundamentalists themselves ™ "
claim that their numbers are rapidly increasing every year,. %ﬂf-Gszf
It might appear now that this was a good time to move to “*;:;““‘n“‘
legalize polygamy. Shortly before Allred was killed a
movement was started to legalize polygamy in the state,ﬂiﬁ
::oM,'.H, nsutted from +his cHort, o
hawe <" Surprisingly some

of the Fundamentalists themselves fought the idea of

n

Bk eritgoch sndrrnian 1977
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legalizing nolf&qamv. Not only would legalizing polygamy

make it easier for anyvone to enter the principle bug

legalizing it could take the sacrifice out of living this

lifestyle. Fundamental ist detractors have also suggested

that the Fundamentalist groups thrive upon persecution and

that without it the movement would die a natural death.l2 g.g. 2,
Tefenunsd

What will become of the Allred group and family in the

future? Time will tell whether polygamy 1s legalized and if
this period of relative peace is going to last much longer.
The chances are very good that polvgamy will not be

legalized if the LDS :hurch,fnr one grnunbhas anything to
say about it. As far as the LDS church is concernad only
bod can tell it when to reinstate polygamy, not governmental
or social pressure. The church also has a moral obligation
to keep polygamy from spreading as polygamy is outlawed in
Utah’s constitution. In the meantime, the Allred group and
family (Apostolic United Brethren) if left alone will most
likely continue to function as it has in the past. They are
a quiet generally lawbiding group of Americans who will
continue to discretely live on the periphery of American
society where they feel most comfortable. From this vantage
point they will patiently wait for God to vindicate their
sacrifices and for the LDS church to recognize them and
wa2lcome them back into full fellowship.
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THE SUFREME GOVERNMEWT

BODHEAL
“Everlasting covenant was made between three per-—
sonages before the organization of this earth. and relates
ta their dispensation of things to men on this earth: these
personages according to Abraham’s record are called-Bod the
first. the creator: God the second. the redeemer: God the
third. the witness or testator.”
Joseoh Smith Compendium p.2%°
“Would to God 1 could tell you who 1 am; would to God 1
could tell vou what I know."
Joseph Smith - July 7, 1843

HEADS OF SEVEN DISFENSATIONS:
Fear| of Great Frice - Abraham 3:22-23
Times and Seasons, vol .6, p. 891

TWELVE AFOSTLES

Doctrine and Covenants 27:12

144,000
Uoctrine and Covenants 133:18
- " 77111
Revelations 7:4-8

FATRIGRCHAL ORDER OF PRIESTHOOD
[nspired version of the Bible
Genesis 1412631
Numbers 11 :16-17
Doctrine and Covenants
84:1, 19-23, 33-42, &3, 118
MNG:13-1&
107:78-84
124:91-96
Historical Record, vol .6, p. 515
Key to Theologv. Sth Edition p.70

EINGDOM OF GOD

The legislative body in the Kingdom of God was known in
the davs of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young as the Council of
Fifty.

History of the Church., vol .7 p.213

brigham Young said. "The General Council is the Counci)
of Fifty",
History of the Church. vol. 7 p.379

"A few honorable men may be in that bodv and vet not
belong to the Church of Christ."” said Brigham Toung.
Brigham TYoung May 3. 1855

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Each ward, =2ach stake, as well as the Church. when
fully organized. shall have: first, a patriarch: second,
a presidency: third, a bishoobric: fourth., a high council.
Journal of Discourses vol. 9, p. 269-27C
L " val. 10, p.96-97

Regarding the Seventv. see D. and C. 107:25, 34
Historv of the Church vol. 2, p.418

¥ INGDOM OF GOD AND CHRUCH OF CHRIST DISTINGUISHED

The kKingdom of God. a political institution. and the
Church of Christ. an ecclesiastical organization and mission
- both are appendages to the Friesthood. Neither the Church

nor the kinadom 1s complete without the other.
Himm oamAd Ea11 B Rl emm B, Bmbaete = b T

259 238 Ryt " (GiTA PRorieepl gamiy S ey Sreeiy o,

159 FoT PVTH TR, snseom pareis o o T R,



