Journal of John Mills Whitaker
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(Vol TI p 578) January 16th, 1905

He is summoned to appear in Washington for the Reed Smoot case.
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(Vol I p 580)

"While in Washington" he was sustained as Bishop of Sugar House
Ward. He came home and found he was Bishop.
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(Vol I p 598-599) October 17th 1905

Oct 17th, We did the unusual thing in promoting friendship and
fellowship especially among the sisters. After talking with the
Presidency of the Church and getting their approval, we called
together the Relief Society Presidency and selected a few faithful
and devoted sisters and set them apart to go among the sick and
women in their period of maternity to wash and annoint and bless
their sisters and gave counsel to be wise and use these gifts to
inspire faith and greater cohesion among the sisters of the ward and
hope it may be a blessing to those desirous of such ministrations.
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(Vol I p 599)

On the 18th of October about 10 A.M. I took Nichol Hood to the
Presidents Office and as I entered the north door in to the private
office of President Smith, there was the president, brother Penrose
and John R. Winder, his counselors and ten of the apostles. And by
the way, Nichol Hood loved Brother Penrose and held him as a
perfect democrat, and brother Penrose had done many things for
Nichol Hood, I said, "President Smith, this is Nichol Hood, the man
who has made the charge against you that you gave your consent for
his brother John Hood, to take a plural wife." What a surprize to
most of the brethren and what a spirit it at once aroused. President
Smith was calm and very gracious to Nichol Hood and said,
"Brother Hood, bring your chair close to me and let me talk with
you. Who and where is your brother John Hood, and tell me just
what he said." Nichol Hood said, "My brother John Hood told me
that you personally told him you had no objection for him to take a
plural wife." And then President Smith said, "Nichol I don't know
your brother, I never remember of ever having seen him and if he
said such a thing to you, he is a liar and the truth is not in him. The
man is not living, or the man is not dead that could say I ever gave
my consent for any one to take a plural wife since the Manifesto."
He then spent over an hour going over the history of cases in the
church and then said: "We learned from reliable sources that John
W. Taylor and Mathias F. Cowley and others were writing and
making appointments and were performing polygamous marriages in
secret places and intercepted two letters written by John W. Taylor
and Mathias F. Cowley and [ had them come here to my office and
asked: "John W. Taylor, did you write this letter," (handing it to
him, in which people were instructed to meet him in a certain secret
place and he would marry them in polygamy). He said, "yes
President Smith, that is my letter." the president then said, "if you
wrote that letter, then sit down right here and write out your
resignation as an Apostle of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, right now." And John W. Taylor said, "I have the right to
perform such marriages and I will not do anything of the kind." "All
right then we will try you, and we tried him for overstepping his
authority after the church said such things could not be done and we
disfellowshipped him from the church.” Then continuing to speak to
Nichol Hood, President Smith said, "Brother Mathias F. Cowley did
you write this letter," handing it to him, and he said, "Yes President
Smith, that is my letter. (in it also were arrangements for certain
people to meet him in a certain secret place and he would marry

such people in polygamy.) "Then Brother Cowley, sit right down
here and write your resignation as an Apostle of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and Brother Cowley was tried and DISFELLOWSHIPPED
from the church, and that is what we are doing to all who take the
law 1n their own hands.”
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(Vol I p 620)

On the 23rd Feb. (1909), my neighbor on the north, Mr. C.S. Dallas
came running to me and said, "Bishop, come quickly, Kenneth 1s
dying." and as I went in found him writhing in pain and blue. The
doctor had just left and told Mr. Dallas he had done all he could and
now Mr. and Mrs. Dallas, who left the church years ago, both said,
"Bishop, won't you administer to Kenneth?" I anointed his bowels,
never did such a thing before, and blest him, and no sooner had I
finished, than he got up and said he was better. It was a remarkable
thing, and for weeks after, he and family became interested again in
the gospel as their parents were both faithful latter-day saints.
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(Vol I p 623 - 624) About August 15th 1909

I have had serious time lately with some brethren who are
determined to privately take plural wives, against the solemn pledge
the church has made, and I have met with them and done all I could,
to get them to be true to their first wife, and under instructions from
the President of the church, had finally told them if they took
another wife while their wife was living, we would have to handle
them for their fellowship; but even this is not sufficient in some
cases. The Presidency said many times this must stop. During the
balance of the summer was extremely busy in ward, stake and social
affairs. I had several talks with the Stake Presidency over my
attitude toward some who are in polygamy, stating that all who took
wives since the manifesto were living in Adultry, and some of the
leading men in the Stake, who had done so protested and in the
High Council, T explained my position and the President of the Stake
asked me why I took such a stand, he and J.M. Cannon had been
advised by one of the General Authorities to do so, explaining that
they did so and that the matter had been taken up by the council of
the twelve and in as much as they did so immediately after the
manifesto and had made all arrangements in good faith to do so
when the manifesto was passed: that unless some one made
complaint against them, so far as the council was concerned, no
action would be taken. We have had many meetings on the matter,
and I was told by President Joseph F. Smith, no matter who they
were, to handle all who had taken a wife after the manifesto, or he
would handle me. This thing must stop. and later, one of the
members of the ward, Willard Richards, came and asked me why |
favored my brother-in- law, who was a member of my ward, ((and
also Stake President)) and not make fish of one and foul of another.
He said he knew that F.Y. Taylor had taken one since, and [ said to
him, "are you sure? Yes, [ am sure.” Then I said, "if you will file a
complaint against President F.Y. Taylor, or anyone else in my ward,
I would at once try the case." "Tll do nothing of the kind," said he,
then said I, "then keep your mouth shut and don't go and try to
destroy the character of anvone if you will not take your part in
stopping such things. It is such men as you and others who talk and
slander others, but unwilling to help put a stop to such things, and
you and all such, are bringing the church in disrepute and give
sicense for the stranger to find fault and say the church is not
keeping its oath." President Smith told me personally when I took
Nichol Hood before the Presidency and Twelve some time ago, "The
man is not living and the man is not dead who can ever say that
have ever approved of a single plural marriage since the manifesto,”



and I believe him. I told him also that President Taylor was good
and faithful man and always wanted to do the right thing. And as I
went to President Taylor myself and told him a complaint was about
to be filed against him, he said, "Well Bishop Whitaker you won't
try the case will you?" "Yes, anyone filing such a deposition, I am
bound to hear." Then he said, "Well Bishop, if such a thing
happened, I guess I will have to take my medicine." But no one ever
filed a complaint and so the matter was dropped. But I shall do as
the President of the Church asks me as long as I am a Bishop, if
feel that it is right, and there is no one so great but that the Lord can
raise up another to carry on the work. This is not a one man church,
and every member has equal rights before the law. I have had many
sleepless nights over my determination to do my full duty, in the
face of great odds, but I shall always stand for the right and will
express my honest opinions when ever and where ever [ have
opportunity, and it is my duty to do so. I can not do otherwise and
maintain my self respect before men and my father in heaven.
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(Vol I p 624) October 1909

On the 17th, preached the funeral services over the remains of sister
Anna Larson. Also assisted President Taylor in introducing the new
movement Home night, at my home. But I have had home night for a
number of years and this is in line with our practice, but new in the
ward and stake.
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(Vol I pp 624-625)

It has been our custom to attend Prayer Circle: First while General
Secretary of the first Council of Seventy in the Temple next to the
room of the Twelve; then later, President Francis M. Lyman had a
private circle in the Temple to which he invited me, then we have
had for a long time our Prayer Circle in the stake house, and now on
premission of the authorities we were permitted to organize a Prayer
Circle in our ward at which President Francis M. Lyman and
President Taylor were present at its organization. President Lyman
and I stood up and went through the signs and educated the brethren
we had selected in the ward to also join in the circle; and in the
afternoon fast meeting, President Francis M. Lyman and President
F.Y. Taylor assisted us in confirming members of the church and
blessing little children and it was a day of great rejoicing. President
Lyman occupied the balance of the time in timely and wise counsel.
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(Vol I p 625) December 1909

On the 10th, had a long conversation with brother Nelson Holder
Ritchie, father of 12 children and living in the Pleasant view ward.
As soon as he crossed the threshold of the front door, I felt that he
had negro blood in him. He came for a recommend to go through the
temple and I asked him many questions concerning his birth. He told
me his father was a pure blooded Cherokee Indian and that he never
knew his mother, but was told by some friends she was very dark,
Creole or mulatto, and a woman by the name of Nancy McNeal
raised him. He told me he explained to his present wife before he
married her all he knew of his genealogy and they want to go
through the temple. He has been faithful and a good provider and
saw no reason why he could not; but that feeling still persisted and I
had many conversations with him on the matter and finally sent for
his wife and learned all the facts she knew, still I felt the same and
told them how I felt. They were really disturbed over the matter and
I told them I would take their genealogy and all the facts and submit
the case to the First Presidency of the Church. I did and they held
several meetings with the Twelve and finally President Smith sent
for me and said: "Johnny (he always called me by that name for
years) We have fully considered the case of Brother Ritchie, and
have concluded that as you are common judge in Israel, we return
the case to you to decide." That was a terrible responsibility, but [

again had several meetings with the Richies and finally told them I
still felt the same, that I appreciated they were good saints, and that
feeling as I did, I dare not issue a recommend to the temple unless
my feeling changed; that if they remained faithful and true, if they
did not go to the Temple and died without getting in the Temple, the
Lord would give them all that they were entitled to, but according to
my understanding of the gospel anyone with Negro Blood was not
entitled to the temple rights. They said their children, at least some
of htem had already been to the Temple for their marriage. So I told
them to be faithful and no one could eventually hinder them from
receiving all blessings earned by them, but not to think T had any
personal feelings in the least, but must not go against my continued
impressions. | made them feel that I was responsible also for
anything I did to hinder good people from going to the Temple, that
thus far, no one has been given a recommend to go to the Temple by
me unless my blessing went also. This case was a source of
considerable sorrow to me for [ believe they were good saints but
never gave the recommend.
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(Vol Il p 630)

On the 6th March (1911) I preached the funeral service over the
remains of one of the Savages of Pleasent View Ward, and on the
10th, preached funeral service of little Oscar Erickson. After this
service Elder F.F. Hintzie told me that after death little children
grew until they attained their full stature, and I took him to task for
such a thing; while the spirit is separated from the body there can be
no growth of that body until picked up again after the resurrection
and then would grow as taught by Alma.
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(Vol I p 631)

April 29 (1911) spoke over the remains of George D. Williams, and
afterwards, performed the marriage of George N. Laughlin and
Gertrude Phillips, and after talking with President Joseph F. Smith
about the attitude of George N. Islaub in speaking against the
general authorities, as I labored with him, he felt he had committed
a great sin in doing so and wanted to be baptized again for the
renewal of his covenants. I did not think it was necessary if he truly
repented, but he insisted and the president said: "It is a terrible thing
to fight against the anointed of the Lord and if Brother Islaub really
desires to be baptized for the remission of his sins, let him renew his
covenants by all means." Charles S. Martin, baptized him and at my
home he was confirmed by me. I believe being baptized on(c)e, is all
sufficient but some feel, like after the great apostacy in early days,
the church allowed them to be baptized over for the renewal of their
covenants. I hope Brother Islaub will be more discrete in the future.
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(Vol I p 639) 24 September 1912

While going to Parley's (Ward), Arther Cummings of the High
Council told me in confidence that my counselor Wm. Hoare was
going out regularly with a certain young lady, and that Bird Murphy
had married the girl that has been working for him making candy,
Edna Madsen, and that she had a baby five weeks old. Then I took
Brother Hoare, my counselor in our prayer circle room and told him
the rumors about his romance with some young lady. He told he had
taken the young lady out a number of times, that they were not
married etc., and I warned him against any such move, told him he
would lose his position if he took a plural wife and counseled him to
refrain from anything that would lead to gossip, and he promised.
He told me that he had taken Josie Christensen out a number of
times.

At the meeting with the Stake Presidency I was asked why I had
been so persistent and followed in cases of polygamy so
determinedly when that was a matter for the Stake Presidency and [
told him frankly that I had received a letter from the President of the



Church in the matter and he emphatically told me to handle every
case in my ward, or [ would be handled. And he said, "Why do you
go over the head of the Stake President and go to the President of
the Church," and I said, "When I can not get information from my
Stake President," said President Smith, "you come to me." And so |
have only done what has been forced upon me.

All through the month of September 1912, I was extremely busy
trying to correct and straighten out the Murphy, Madsen, and other
cases which have and are still creating much public criticism, and
have had several more meetings with President Taylor over my
position. He said I was not in harmony with him on the subject of
polygamy and I offered him and his counselors my resignation
several times but they declined for fear of the case being taken
before the president of the church, and he was sustaining me in the
stand I am taking, namely, "Any person taking a plural wife since
the manifesto, is out of harmony with the law of the church and is
living in adultry because not properly married." It is a difficult
position in which to act as Bishop, and I told President Taylor once
and for all I would no longer act as Bishop, if he still followed me
and tried to make me silent over such matters when these things are
still before the public and are so much talked about. So finally at the
next ward conference the matters were all settled and I was asked to
remain as Bishop.
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(Vol I p 641)

25 March 1913 - Spent nearly two hours with the First Presidency in
the matter of Morris H. Wilkinson and Mima his wife. She wants
her endowments and still does not want to be sealed to him for
eternity, nor her children either.
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(Vol I p 642)

After the lecture I renewed my acquaintance with Dr. Booker T.
Washington whom I met at the International Methodists conference
in Boston years ago, and there talked with him, . . . Before we
finished our conversation I asked him many questions on the negro
problem and among them this question I had often thought about,
"Dr. Washington If perchance under discussion on some negro
problem the question arose as to how a negro would vote if only one
drop of negro blood run in his veings which way would that drop of
blood vote on a question, white or black? Without hesitation he said,
"if there was one drop of blood in a person and such a question
arose, it would always vote with the negro." I was struck with his
ready answer, showing he had thought out almost every conceivable
connection between white and black. And I have been told that pure
white blood through intermarriage with any other blood runs out in
four generations. I am told that negro blood will persist up to eight
generations. There seems to be something in that accursed blood
that will not yield to white blood.

(Note: Dr. Washington is a negro)
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(Vol I p 643)

Sunday, May 4th 1913 - At the request of Jerry Handcock,
administered to his infant, weighing 18 ounces, six inches long, one
of the smallest babies known to have lived.
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(Vol I p 646)

On the 17th January (1914), President Penrose and I spent several
hours discussing doctrines of the church and among them the
following: The Holy Ghost, as a person, as an Agent of the Father
and the Son, as the only one designated by the Father and the Son
through whom a testimony of the gospel may be secured, and the
one through whom all light and truth comes to the children of men
by revelation, scientific advancement, great hidden treasures of

knowledge etc. He 1s their Agent, and what a marvelous thing he

does to all of the children of men who think things out and develope.
We also discussed the creation, the Fall of man and the earth,
pre-existance and other related subjects and I marvel that my views
were in all matters practically the same as he had.
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(Vol I p 647) February 22nd 1914 (a special conference called at
the Granite Stake House - Afternoon session)

I took my place as reported some eight feet away from the place
where President Lyman commenced his afternoon address. (For a
long time before this meeting, about ten years when it commenced, I
had been called before the Stake Presidency a number of times for
teaching that anyone who took a wife after the Manifest in 1890,
had done contrary to the laws of the land and also the law of the
church and were living in adultery, and this aroused President
Taylor and John M. Cannon to such an extent they told me I was out
of harmony with them, and I had more than once offered them my
resignation as Bishop of Sugar House Ward, but they never took it
and then they told me what they had done, married immediately
after the manifesto, as they were going to do so the day the
manifesto was voted upon, and that the Council of the Twelve had
taken up their cases and in view of all the circumstances told these
brethren that they felt they had done what they felt was right, that
unless someone filed a complaint against them the Twelve Apostles
as a council would not interfere in the matter. The High Council of
the Granite Stake knew all about what I had gone through were very
anxious to know what was going to be done with me. I had followed
up to this time the instructions of President Joseph F. Smith and had
aroused the anger of President Taylor by so doing, but President
Smith knowing all the facts, told me just what to do and I followed
his advice strictly.)

President Lyman began by saying: About 60 years ago, I made the
acquaintance of Thomas William Whitaker and learned from him
the Carpenter and Joiner trade. [ knew him before any of his family
did. I found him to be a very good and worthy man as long as he
lived, and I have found his son, Bishop John M. Whitaker a very
excellent son of his father, a faithful latter-day saint, one up and
ready and doing, always ready to defend the truth, and I have been
prompted to offer him and now nominate him for Patriarch and also
alternate Highcouncilman, in this the Granite Stake of Zion; and if
this will be agreeable to the Presidency of the Stake and High
Council and people of this stake, please raise your right hand. Thank
you, it is unanimous. Now I nominate him to be a patriarch in the
house of Thomas William Whitaker, his father, and if this is
agreeable to you please raise your right hand, thank you, it is
unanimous.

I now nominate John Whitaker to be a patriarch in the family of
President John Taylor, and if this is agreeable with you, please raise
your right hand. Thank you, it is unanimous. I now nominate John
M. Whitaker to be a patriarch, WHEREVER GOD MAY CALL
HIM, and if this agreeable to you, please raise your right hand.
Thank you, all nominations have be (sic) unanimous. . . .

Some thought and expressed the thought that I was being demoted
and laid on the shelf because of my former position in relation to
men taking wives after the manifesto and when I arrived home, my
wife was crying and says, "why did they do it, they never ordain
anyone a patriarch until he has one leg in the grave." No sooner had
the vote been taken than another precedent was broken, President
Lyman said, as | was at the reporter's table some eight feet away,
"Bishop, bring your chair here by the rostrum," and as I sat down
just back of the speaker's stand, he called Apostle Heber J. Grant,
Presiding Patriarch Hyrum M. Smith, President F. Y. Taylor, John
M. Cannon and Joseph F. Merril, his counselors and all laid their
hands upon my head and President Francis M. Lyman being mouth
commenced and ordained me to these four positions and then



continued with one of the most remarkable blessings I have ever
experienced. . . .

President Lyman among many important things in stating what my
calling would be said: "Not only in the Granite Stake of Zion, but
your labors shall be all over the church, and you are not limited to
the Granite Stake. This was most unusual. . . .

Then on my way home, it seems I had not had enough, it seems the
devil wanted to stop me from doing anything. I saw him and he said
to me pointing his finger at me, "You hypocrit, you pretending to put
your hands on the heads of people and give them a blessing, just see
what you have done and here he seemed to know every little evil
and wrong that I had done in all my life, see what you have done,
then pretend to give blessings, you hypocrit."
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(Vol I p 656) April 1914

Reported the April Conference at which in unmeasured terms
President Joseph F. Smith denounced the alleged plural marriages
and those entering therein and said they were not married at all.
President Penrose followed him and said no one on earth but
President Joseph F. Smith had the right to perform ((plural))
marriages and forbids anyone in the church from doing so, and if
found out, will be cut off from the church as well as the persons
daring to enter such marriages.
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(Vol I p 658) June 1st 1914

Spent several hours with Miss Dancy ((a nurse and investigator of
the Gospel)) as she explained to me her troubles at the Hospital and
she is not strong and unable to continue unless there are great
changes, so she told me. And unless things changed she would hand
in her resignation to take effect on July 1st, 1914. She told me many
cases of leading men in the church who have acted contrary to her
ethics and standards and it has caused her great sorrow and has cast
a shadow over her investigation of the gospel for the present.
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(Vol I p 661) September 25th 1914

Miss Dancy, who had been getting worse ever since being put under
special care, sent for me and between her exhausted moments tried
to tell me she was going to die . . . I asked her if there was anyone
she wanted, some friend she wanted to be sealed to and she said,
"Heber J. Grant said he would have her sealed to him, if she died,
but I don't want it. You have been more of a spiritual father and
have taught me more of the gospel than any other man" and here she
could say no more, but made it known she wanted to be sealed to me
if she died.

(Note: she had never yet even been baptized - she recovered and was
baptized December 19th 1914)

((Note: He's seeing quite a lot of Miss Dancy))
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(Vol I pp 682-3) April 1915

I had other great problems on my hands and among them in my
lectures to the nurses and my teaching the gospel to miss Dancy, as
she thought she was about to die, she one night asked me if I would
do her work if she died and had expressed her undying confidence to
me for teaching her the gospel and has told me I was the only man in
all the world in whom she has such confidence and love, etc; and I
have talked the matter over a number of times with Ida, who has
always been gracious to me and especially during our close
associations with Miss Dancy whom Ida admired greatly, and when
we came to the matter of Temple work, Ida and Miss Dancy will go
through the temple together. She has lived with us up the canyon
and often been at our home and gone out together for months, and so
we had a perfect mutual understanding, Miss Dancy having talked
with Ida on the matter, and Ida told me it would be all right to have
her sealed to me after either she or I passed away, and I was pleased

with the matter as it now stands, "Be only friends here in time," and
awaited whatever might take place in the future but to all keep the
commandments of the Lord and do all we could to make each other
happy while in this earthlife. To this end we all agreed and I will do
all in my power to keep sacred this understanding that is too sacred
for the public to know.
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(Vol I p 684) The Whitaker family gave a home night
demonstration for the Granite Stake.
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(Vol II p 686) July 4th 1915 - Speaks of Utah State Prison Warden;
Arthur Pratt, son of the great Orson Pratt, but not now a member, an
apostate and very cold toward Mormonism, so called.
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(Vol I p 692) September 1915

I am also giving many blessings from people all over and have
recommended a change in those seeking blessings. I find that some
men are going from one stake to another getting different patriarchs
to give them blessings and in a number of cases have persuaded
some beautiful unsuspecting girls to marry them clandestinely and
secretly by showing them a number of patriarchal blessings and
decieving them and breaking the laws of the church and also the law
of the land by telling them the only way to get into the celestial
kingdom is through plural marriage. So I recommended to President
of the Church, that to protect the Patriarchs and to guide the
Bishops, that anyone desiring a blessing at the hands of any
patriarch in the church, they be required to get a Bishop's
recommend and in this way can any one get a blessing. The
Presidency asked me to get out a proper form which I have done and
kept the very first book myself for historical purposes. So another
forward step is commenced that will be of great value as time goes
on.

At the Special Priesthood meeting of the church, President Smith
gave important talks and among them some decisions of great
importance was one that I have spoken upon several times and the
last place was West Bountiful where in answer to sister Winegar,
wife of Bishop Winegar of West Bountiful, I explained that "Still
born children who never breathe the breath of life" would not be
resurrected, because the spirit must enter the body in order to give it
what the Lord told Adam: "And into Adam He breathed the breath of
life, meaning that his spirit entered into his body and gave it the
power to breath (sic) and where the spirit does not enter into the
body, it does not become a living soul and so will not be
resurrected." Sister Winegar was so displeased that she wrote to
President Francis M. Lyman, and he told her in substance, so she
said to me, "I had a still born son, and I gave him a name and I will
have him in the resurrection, and so will you dear sister, as I
understand the scripture.” Well in this special Priesthood meeting,
this same question was handed to President Smith, and he read it
and President Lyman asked the privilege of reading his letter to
sister Winegar of Bountiful, maintaining that a still born child
would be resurrected, etc., and as soon as President Lyman had
finished. President Joseph F. Smith arose and turning to President
Lyman said, "President Lyman, you are wrong, we have no authority
to say that a still born child will ever be resurrected but on the
contrary it is the belief of the church that only when the spirit enters
the body prepared by the mother and it breathes the breath of life,
will that body be resurrected, and still born children have never
breathed the breath of life, and are not living souls.” He also gave
strict instructions about giving recommends for the temple.
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(Vol I p 723) Note: on this page there is an interesting entry with
the date and fitting into the setting of march 6th 1921, and has been
entered here in its chronological setting on page __.
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(Vol Il p 749)

Monday November 27th, 1916. After a splendid report meeting in
all the classes ((seminary)), I found my way to the 5th East Hotel
((he had received an invitation the previous Saturday)), and was met
at the door by the Rev. Wm. E. Biederwoolf, who welcomed me
cordially, in his scholarly way and the first words after the greeting
was: "Well Bishop, you need not think I am going to believe all you
tell me here today. I have been talking with Mr. Frank J. Cannon,
and the Reverend gentlemen forming the Ministerial Association
here in Utah and they have given me a number of lectures by your
Mormon Leaders, etc.", and then he started in on me asking first of
all "Do you believe Brigham Young was a Prophet of God?" I felt at
once someone had put that question in his mind and answered, "that
depends," "No," said he, "Don't beg the question, say yes or no." and
he would not let me explain, so I said, "Mr. Biederwoolf, have you
ever been on the witness stand, you know there a person can explain
anything that he desires if he keeps to the question, so I could say
yes, and not tell the truth, or could say no and not tell the truth.
When President Young spoke and said, "Thus saith the Lord," he
was a prophet, and at other times he has said, "It is Brother Brigham
that has been speaking today," so it depends upon whether he
claimed to speak under the influence of the Lord, or otherwise, Yes,
at times he spoke as a prophet and at other times he spoke by his
own wisdom." "Oh, I see you have a fine way of getting out of it,"
and then I found out he was given the sermon of Jedediah M. Grant
on the Atonement and the sermon of Brigham Young wherein he
says Adam is the God of this earth and the only Ged with whom we
have to do, and if [ had said Brigham was a prophet he immediately
would charge me with worshiping Adam as the God of this world.
Either F. J. Cannon or some of the Rev. Ministers had coached him
to ask critical question.
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(Vol Il p 753) January 1917 - From a synopsis of a discourse given
by Elder John Whitaker in the Tabernacle at the request of C. W.
Penrose.

Man lived before he came to this earth, said Elder Whitaker. Man is
the offspring of Deity and God implanted in all his children a divine
spark, an atribute of Deity. According to the word of the Lord said
the speaker, the spiritual children of God lived in their Father's
Kingdom and had their free agency. The exercise of that free agency
there is expressed in men's lives here. There were those who were
loyal, valiant and true to them, because of the experiences they
gained there and because they improved their opportunities, it is
given that they shall be choice spirits here. And some there were,
said Elder Whitaker, in that pre-existant state, who were great and
mighty spirits in rebellion. Lucifer, the son of the moming, led away
one-third of the hosts of heaven because his plan of redemption was
rejected and he and his followers were cast out of heaven by Michal
(sic) and his angels.

President John Taylor, said Elder Whitaker, said men in the
pre-existant state not only knew each other, but they associated
closely together and chose their lineage for life on this earth. Parent
chose their offspring and children chose their progenitors; and so,
said the speaker, musicians, artists, scientists, prophets, great
leaders in all spheres have been born into this life of parents that
were chosen especially to have charge of such spirits, parents that
covenanted to take them and rear them.

Elder Whitaker said the body is the veil that hides the pre- existant
state, but by correct living it becomes succeptable to the desires of
the spirit clamoring for expression through its medium and the veil
is made thinner by yielding the disires of the flesh to the spiritual.
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(Vol I p 763) November 1st 1917

I am having exceptional and sorrowful experiences with some
people coming for blessings: on the first of November were two
cases and I did not feel like giving them blessings and so asked them
"Are you married," they were amazed and denied it at first, and I tild
them my impressions and they broke down and told me that one of
the Professors of the University, a Mormon, told them it was all
right to go in polygamy and they secretly married and have been
living together ever since, "and now you have found it out we could
not lie to you, we want to tell you the truth." I explained the laws of
the church that they were living in adultery and I could not give
them blessings at the present time until they had repented and
rejused to live any longer in such relations and encouraged them to
go to their Maker, ask forgiveness, do their first works of
righteousness and get the forgiveness of their Maker. They went
away from this interview determined to try and follow my counsel.
When others heard about this and other similar cases they wanted to
know, but never yet have I ever revealed secrets told me by another,
but have always sought to get such people to repent, do better and
get the favor of Heaven after they truly repent and have been
justified in this course. Our mission is to save, not destroy to help
the waywaard and strengthen the weak. [ have had a number of such
cases lately. It is sorrowful to think two sisters would be deceived by
such men and actually live with him and support him, and know at
the same time the church and the laws of the land forbid such
things. These last two girls were lovely charming characters from
one of the best homes in Utah. There must be something wrong
somewhere. Before leaving them that night, I advised them to go to
their Bishop Elias S. Woodruff and ask his advice as he explains the
case to the Presidency of the Church, and tell this man they have
been living with, (one of the girls has children), that he is to give
them part of his salary to maintain them until their case is desposed
of in the proper way. It was a very remarkable evening of inspiration
and I hope will result in the saving of their future to some useful
purpose.
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(Vol Il pp 768-9) January 22nd 1918

In the afternoon at the tabernacle, I reported all the proceedings of
the fine service over the remains of Apostle Hyrum M. Smith and
among some doctrines taught by all too many of the speakers was
this: "Apostle Hyrum M. Smith was needed on the other side to
preach to so many of the youth of the land who died without a
knowledge of the gospel" and other doctrines I did not believe. Then
arose Bishop Charles W. Nibley, a personal friend and in his
remarks corrected in a beautiful way, what [ have always believed,
and when he said it, I turned and looked at President Joseph F.
Smith, sitting on the front row by Hyrum's sorrowing wife, and he
bowed his head several times as Bishop Nibley went on to tell what
had happened during the last hours of Hyrum on earth and he finally
said: "HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE IRON WILL OF BROTHER
HYRUM M. SMITH, HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN WITH US HERE
TODAY." The next day [ had a conversation with Drs. who waited
upon Hyrum M. Smith at his home, and among them Dr. Ralph T.
Richards, Dr. Stevenson and others and this is what they said
happened: On thursday Brother Smith was very sick and was told he
had better go at once to the Hospital for an operation and he is said
to have said: "No, I have kept the Word of Wisdom and the Lord
will take care of me," and would not go, and this after a consultation
among several doctors. That night he grew so much worse, they held
a special consultation and invited specialists in, and then after trying
to get him to go, Dr. Ralph Richards said to him: "THERE IS ONLY
ONCE CHANCE IN A THOUSAND IF YOU NOW GO, WILL
YOU TAKE IT?" He was very weak, and finally said: "Yes." He was
operated on by the most skillful medical men here, and it was too
late. It is said, if he had gone when first spoken to, he might have



lived. And so Bishop Nibley repeated this statement and impressed
it upon people. The Lord has raised up great and skillful men and
women who do many marvelous things and He expects us to use
every means of maintaining our health and happiness by uning every
means possible and when we have done all we are inspired and able
to do, then He will do the rest. And so I want to emphasise here and
now, we are in a world of law and order, everything is giverned and
controlled by law, and no blessing is ever recieved until that law
upon which it is based has been fulfilled, then the Lord says: "I the
Lord am bound when we do what He says, but when we do not what
He says, we HAVE NO PROMISE.' And I have been with President
Smith and spoken from the same platform a number of times when
he has said: "There was no need for this Brother to have died." And
he referred also at this service about an Elder sent to Hawiiah (sic),
who was told not to go in bathing at a certain dangerous place, and
was drowned, and when his body returned for burrial here, President
Smith said the same thing over his dead body. "Had this young man
followed counsel he would not have been drowned." I have talked
with Sister Smith several times since this wonderful service and she
is bearing up bravely.
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(Vol I p 769) February 5th 1918

... President (J. F.) Smith told me of his experience with Bishop
(W. C. A.) Smoot, that while he was Bishop of Sugarhouse Ward,
and while sitting on the stand, the Bishop had a chew of tobacco in
his mouth and could spit 20 feet and strike the coalbucket every
time, and laughingly said as I told him I would like to see him come
back into the church before he died, President Smith said, "Well,
Johnny, I don't know whether I want to see the old reprobate come
back into the church or not," and so we have varied experiences.
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(Vol I p 723) Note that this is out of its proper order, but is
chronologically correct

March 6th 1921 . . . The first time Bertha Langton came to see me,
the minute she entered the room, I knew she had entered into plural
marriage and [ told her so but she denied it, but on the 9th of March
she finally told me all the truth about how she was married to John
A. Burt in the Temple; he performed the ceremony, when they were
alone, that she has been living with him for many months before he
went to England on his mission and thought it was all right. After
several hours telling me all about how it came about, I finally got
her to promise to go with me to President Grant and tell him all
about it. I called up the President and asked him if he would like to
talk with her, and he said to bring her up to the office at once, which
I did. She told him all about it and after he got all the facts he
walked to the Western Union and cabled the President of the
Brittish Mission to send John A. Burt home without delay. The
President was greatly wrought up over the many cases of polygamy I
have taken to him, as I discovered each case in giving blessings, and
when I had finished the blessing, I said to each one, "why did you do
that?" and got various answers from the guilty ones, some fifteen
different cases, and President Grant thought it very remarcable to
get first hand information, when in nearly all cases they deny with
such vehemence it is hard to obtain the facts.

Mk Rk Rk Rk Rk R Rk kR Rk Rk Rk kR

(Vol IT p 800)

On the 18th Feby ((1925)) I preached the funeral services of James
E. Malin, one of my old friends, and on the evening of the 15th took
part in a special and very unique Camp Fireside typical of 1847. It
was a STAG party, to which the President of the Church and general
authorities and many prominent citizens of the city and state were
present and took part at the home of John G. McDonald the candy
manufacturer at 1441 East South Temple St. Old time games, songs
recitations and other sports were engaged in, and all came dressed in

1847 costume. It was a great occasion.
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(Vol III p 800)

On the 15th of January ((1925)) I recieved a special letter from our
Supt. Dr. Adam S. Bennion, in which he appointed me Chairman of
a New Editing Committee on Church History and Doctrines,
together with Sidney B. Sperry, David A. Broadbent and Enoch
Jorgensen as assistants, to prepare lessons installments, Twenty in
all, as soon as we could do so and return them to his office for use of
the seminaries and church schools.
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(Vol Tl p 800)

On January 25th 1925, I took part actively in the celebration of the
Silver Anniversary of the Granite Stake, in the Salt Lake Tabernacle
and the honoring of President Frank Y. Taylor for the things that
have been accomplished in that Stake since he was appointed
President, among which may be mentioned:

Outlining Lessons for Priesthood work and organization

Affiliation of Lesser Priesthood work in various quorms
Systemitizing of Temple work under the direction of the Priesthood
Affiliation of Lesser priesthood work under the direction of the
priesthood with the Sunday School.

Establishment of the Stake Amusement Committee, also the Teacher
Training Classes.

Organization of supervisory Committees in the High Council.
Establishment of Home Night.

Establishment of Mothers and Daughters Evening.

Special systematizing of genealogical work.

Establishment of the FIRST SEMINARY in the Church
Establishment of the first Sunshine workers in the Relief Society.
((set apart midwives??))
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(Vol Il p 802)

[ also received many letters from various sources on many subjects,
one from Apostle J. Fielding Smith and one from Adam S. Bennion
on doctrines and work we have in hand completing the Outline
Lessons for Church History, which see for details Feby. first ((in his
personal letter file - not available))
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(Vol III p 802) He wrote a life sketch of himself for the 50th
Anniversary of the MIA ((life sketch also in his missing file))
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(Vol Il p 812) January 23rd 1927

We now have seven patriarchs in the stake of which I have been
made Senior, and we have been given a special calling of visiting all
the Widows and Orphans.
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Efforts of the Church to Control the Practice of Polygamy after the
Manifesto

by

Elder John Whitaker

On Thursday, April 24, at 4:10 p.m. in 309 McKay, Elder John
Whitaker, a personal secretary to the First Presidency of the Church
for many years, spoke to the History Club. His discussion centered
around the efforts of the Church to control the practice of polygamy
after the issuance of the Manifesto. Elder Whitaker is 94 years old
and is thus a participant in the events which he discusses.

I come before you in great humility, dependent upon the Holy Spirit,
to say some things that may increase your understanding. I must
therefore lay the foundation from the behinning, when our Father
presented His plan to His spirit children. He declared, "For this is
my work and my glory to bring to pass the immortality and eternal
life of man."

Then Lucifer, declared his opposition, wanted the glory and power



of God. He declared he would save all. This contemplated the taking
away of the free agency of all spirits. After the battle in heaven,
according to the 12th chapter of John's Revelation commencing with
verse 7 to 12: "And the Devil and his angels were cast down to this
earth to continue His fight against His Father." During that grand
council in heaven the spirit children of Our Father were trained in
all things necessary to fit them for all experiences of earth life, and
when they had proven before our Father that they would do all he
commanded them, they were selected, ordained and set apart to
come here to earth life at a time when their experiences there fitted
into the Great Plan. So the powers of good and evil have been
manifest ever since that struggle in the spirit world, from the days of
Adam, through history, during the ministry of Jesus the Christ; and
again when the Church was commenced in this generation. A very
wonderful experience of the conflict between good and evil is seen
when Joseph Smith went to get the plates before the time set by the
angel, as he tried to take the plates from the box containing them.
He received several shocks that made him declare, "Why cannot |
get the plates?” The angel said, "Because you have not kept the
commandments." Then the angel said, "Look Joseph!" then he
beheld the prince of darkness surrounded by his inummerable train
of associates in all their diabolical fury. As the visions of evil passed
before him the angel said, "All this is shown, the good and the evil,
the holy and the impure, the glory of God and the power of darkness,
that you may know hereafter the two powers and never be
influenced or overcome by that wicked one. Behold, whatever
entices and leads to good is of God, and whatever does not is of that
wicked one. It is he who fills the hearts of men with evil. To walk in
darkness and blaspheme God; and you may learn from henceforth,
that his ways are to destruction; but the way of holiness is peace and
rest." This lesson to Joseph Smith was of lasting benefit to him and
should be of great benefit to us.

Now let us discuss some matters of history most of which I
experienced and for which I am responsible. The Edmunds Tucker
Bill of 1862 had remained inactive until the period of 1880 when it
was brought to public attention throughout the nation and now
aroused such bitterness that President John Taylor in April 1882
refused to furnish the government with the marriage licences in the
Temple. At the general conference of the Church, April 1882, he
explained to the people what the U. S. Government was going to do
and said in his address on that occasion, "after reviewing the history
of the mobbings and drivings of the saints to Mexican Soil, | see
some U. S. Marshalls in the audience. You would like to arrest me
and create an incident like you did in Missouri, and Illinois, but I am
not going to give you the chance." Then he advised the Saints to be
calm under the terrible storm that is coming, like the snow storm
this moming. He asked, "What shall we do? We will roll up our coat
collars and wait until the storm is over, and it will pass. Then he
later went into hiding and remained the rest of his life and died at
the home of Mayor Rouch at Kaysville July 1887. Then President
Woodruff was sustained as President of the Church and the
persecution continued in great bitterness. President Woodruff asked
me to build him a little secret room in the historian's office so he
could work. The power of evil had manifested itself through
politicians here and at Washington D. C. in the Congress of the
United States, and the Ministerial association of Salt Lake City,
represented by all Protestant Churches which gathered votes from
their various Churches to the number of six and one half million and
filed them with the committee on elections at Washington D. C.
asking congress to disfranchise the Mormon people, take away the
Church's charter, or roght to act, which congress did, May 19, 1890.
Our people had contested this escheatment and the Edmunds,
Tucker Law of 1862, until the Supreme Court of the U. S. declared
these laws were constitutional.

It was then that President Woodruff appealed to the Lord. He saw
the destruction of the Church through the U. 8. Government, and
was impressed to do as the Lord commanded him, to observe the
laws of the Land. Thus, the Manifesto was issued to the world and
published in September 25, 1890, and presented to the October
Conference 1890. Just before the Manifesto was presented,
President Woodruff had Bishop Whitney read Articles of Faith no.
6,9, 11, 12. The Articles of Faith were sustained as a rule of the
Church. President George Cannon then read the Manifest. Elder
Lorenzo Snow supplemented the reading with the motion that, "I
move that recognizing Wilford Woodruff as the President of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the only man on the
earth at the present time who holds the keys of the sealing
ordinances, by virtue of his position to issue the manifesto and
consider his declaration concerning plural marriage as authoritative
and binding." The Church then voted on it and it became a law of
the Church. In his remarks president Woodruff said, "The step
which I have just taken in issuing this Manifesto has not been done
without earnest prayer before the Lord. He went on to say that the
Lord had required many things at our hands which we have carried
out as far as we could, but when we cannot do it, we are justified.
The Lord does not require at our hands things that we cannot do.
The Lord will never permit me nor any other man who stands as the
President of this Church to lead you astray. It is not in the mind of
God. If T were to attempt that, the Lord would move me out of my
place."

President George Q. Cannon had just previously quoted the
following declaration in his remarks: D&C Sec. 124 Verse 46 which
reads, "Verily, verily, I say unto you that when I give a
commandment to any of the sons of men, to do a work unto my
name, and those sons of men go with all their might, and with all
they have to perform that work and cease not their diligence and
their enemies come upon them and hinder them from performing
that work; behold, it behoveth me to require that work no more at
the hands of those sons of men, but to accept of their offerings."

It was the advice of President Woodruff that they accept the
Manifesto. During the days following, reports were coming in to the
Historian's office, where I worked and where the business of the
Church was transacted, that some polygamists bitterly opposed this
action. | remember how it made the Church authorities feel. Some of
these polygamists were associated with me before this action was
taken and they said they would not accept the decision of the action
of the Church at the General Conference and began a bitter public
press opposition and secret whispering campaign against the action
of the Church and continued to follow performance of plural
marriages and to entering in new relations, in secret.

At the time President Joseph Smith was President, some new
polygamist marriages came to light which were performed in
Centerville and two especially prominent men, Apostle John W.
Taylor and Mathias F. Cowley had written certain people naming
the time and place to perform plural marriages. These letters in
some way reached President Joseph F. Smith to take a plural wife
after the Manifesto, and continued to write long letters to the press
implicating President Smith. So, I visited him to find out why he
was so doint. He repeated some of these charges and it finally
resulted in taking this man (Nichol Hood) to a meeting of the First
Presidency and Quorum of the twelve at which the following
occurred -- I introduced him to President Smith as the man who said
his brother received permission from you to take a plural wife.
President Smith then said, "Nichol Hood, who is your brother? What
is his name?" Nichol Hood said, "My brother's name is John Hood, a
worker in the temple." President Smith. "What did he tell you?" N.
H. "He said you gave him permission to take a plural wife."
President Smith, "Your brother is a liar. The man is not living nor is



the man dead who could truthfully say I ever gave my consent for
him to take a plural wife since the Manifesto.” Then President
Smith related what happened to those two apostles. In this especial
meeting the first presidency, President Smith, asked Apostle Taylor.
"Did you write this letter?" showing him the letter. Brother Taylor
said, "Yes President Smith, I did." President Smith said, "Then if
you did, write out your resignation as an apostle of the Lord Jesus
Christ right now." Brother Taylor said, "President Smith, I'll do
nothing of the kind." President Smith said, "Then we will have to
handle you." President Smith turned to Mathias F. Cowley and said,
"Brother Cowley, did you write this letter (showing him the letter).”
Brother Cowley said, "Yes President Smith." President Smith said,
"If you wrote this letter, write out your resignation as an apostle of
the Lord Jesus Christ. Brother Cowley then wrote out his resignation
as an apostle and handed it to President Smith. Later Apostle John
W. Taylor was excomunicated from the church and never was
re-enstated. After he died one of the members of his family told me
that President Francis M. Lyman had conferred all former blessings
upon John W, Taylor before he died. President Joseph F. Smith,
over his own signature emphatically denied in the public press that
John W. Taylor ever came back into the church before his death. He
died out of the church. Mathias F. Cowley was disfellowshipped
from the church, but later he wrote President Heber J. Grant
confirming his wrong and was received back into the church before
he died.

While teaching in the Granite Seminary another case came to my
attention. One day, I felt impressed to ask a certain young lady if she
had gone into polygamy. During the noon hour she came to me and
asked me to read the Sec. 132 of D&C and said a number of young
women were meeting secretly and the teachers in that meeting told
us girls if we want to enter the Celestial Kingdom that there is no
other way than to take a plural wife. I questioned her closely and
explained 132 Sec. D&C revelation on the eternity of the marriage
covenant including plurality of wives. Plural marriage was for
Joseph Smith only and to those whom the Lord called. It was an
incident and given in answer to the prophet's inquiry why he allowed
the patriarchs of old to have wives and concubines. This girl told me
privately after much inquiry what was taking place, private meetings
were being held every Thursday in the Wandamere ward and young
women and polygamists were meeting and being converted to
become young wives of these men. I explained to her where she
would land if she became a plural wife, after the manifesto and
persuaded her to go with me to President Grant to whom she
explained what was going on. The result was that he instructed the
President of Grant Stake to call these men to account, which
resulted in their excommunication from the church: and this is only
one of many secret meetings where such things were going on by the
Fundamentalists.

John Wooley, a neighbor of mine, while living in Centerville,
became a worker in the Salt Lake Temple from its dedication. He
performed plural marriages after the manifesto and President Smith
learning about it sent for him and said, "Brother Wooley, is it
possible you are performing plural marriages secretly?" "Yes,
President Smith, I cannot lie to you." Then we shall handle you. The
result was that after his trial, John Wooley was excommunicated
from the Church and became the first Fundamentalist, so I learned
from un-impeachable sources. His son Lorin Wooley became the
second, John Y. Barlow the third and Joseph W. Musser and others
followed until in many parts of the church they were claiming
membership in the church and were able to get recomends to the
temple. I have had Wodruff Stead and wife Zevanda come to my
home and bring a large volume or collection of proof of their claims;
among them the so called revelation they claimed was given by John
Taylor whom they claim set apart George Q. Cannon and five other

men to continue secretly the practice of plural marriages. After
seeing the so called revelation, I told them that the writing was not
the work of John Taylor, it wasn't true but was very likely born in
the brain of Lorin Wooley. I have many other documents and other
claims.

Since the days of John Taylor these fundamentalists have continued
to fight against the church, saying the church has lost the right to use
the priesthood and claim in ordaining people they have changed the
wording the angel Moroni used in ordaining Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery.

They claim to make people thind they are still members of the
church even preaching their doctrines at funerals.

Testimony of Charles Sorensen, former Bishop of Bryar Ward,
Patriarch Banks of the SugarHouse Stake.



