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April 1, 1991
Dear Brother Brian:

Thank you for your letter and the information that you enclosed with it.
1 appreciate your interest in wanting to gain as correct an insight into the
"fundamentalist perspective” as you can, I was not surprisec to read that your
purpose for writing was not to seek more information to guide you on a spiritual
quest, but that instead, you have already drawn your conclusions and want to
gather more precise information for a book that you are writing. You raise some
very valid questions, I hope that should my response be a disappointment to you
that you would still continue to communicate with me as I have enjoyed my brief
association with you and I Tlook forward to further exchanges.

I have contemplated the course of our "debate” on March 17 at great length.
If you would allow me to say so, I feel that you are not grasping the central
or focal point of “fundamentalism.” Consequently, I anticipate that you will
judge all of my responses as evasive. Please try to understand, however, that
rather than evading the letter of your questions, I :am trying to answer the
spirit cf your inguiry.

The Lord tells us that eternal life is to know God, and Jesus Christ, whom
he has sent. In other words, that it is his will and pleasure that we approach
him, fulfill his laws and crdinances and qualify to enter into his presence as
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. Of course, I am confident that you recognize that
the exact references would be in Sections 131, 132, 84 and 33. 1 especially
enjoyed your reference to tne Revelation of 1880, as I had just been reading it
this morning, before I opened your letter. I agree completely with you in your
observation of the holding of the Apostolic keys. I, however, also ask that you
read again that part of the revelation in which the Lord states:

"And I say again, woe unto that nation or house or people who
seek to hinder my people from obeying the Patriarcnal Law of
Abraham, which leadeth to Celestial Glory, which has been revealed
unto my saints through the mouth of my servant Joseph, fcr whosoever '~
doeth these things shall be damned saith the Lord of Hosts, and 1%'°
shall be broken up and wasted away from under heaven by the "
judgments which I have sent forth, and which shall not return unto
me void.”

I must admit that I perceive that you and I continue to see the heart of
the matter from totally different perspectives. You are offering the line of
reasoning that has been offered by many others who represent the same position
that you are taking: you feel that if the fundamentalists’ claims of authority
can be discredited that their position will fall. And I, of course, am offering
the same line of reasoning that has been offered by many cthers who represent
the same position that I am taking: only through obedience to the law of
Celestial Marriage, which o7 necessity requires a plurality of wives, can we
qualify to receive the fullness of the covenant that God macde with our fathers
from the foundation of the world-- to enter into his glory, receive a blessing
at his hands, and have eternal increa:e as coc-equals with Jesus Christ.

] e UL CERLDT

We are operating from totally different bases of reascning. Your position
requires that you accept the dictates and teachings of the living prophets of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Our position requires that we



accept the dictates and teacnhings of the Prophet Joseph Smith. That, Brother
Brian, is where the difference lies. The questions of the veracity of Lorin
Wooley’s statement, or the validity of the concept of "High Priest Apostle”
become academic when compared to the real question. And I offer it to you: was

Joseph Smith a prophet of God, or not? If we could agree to that point, then
we would be able to move on to an understanding,

In response to your inguiries of the difficulties in supporting the thin
thread that ties Lorin Wooley to John Taylor, or any other and every explanation
of the descent and perpetuation of the fullness of the priesthood to the present
day administrator, no one is more aware than we are. 1 could agree with every
challenge that you would produce, and it would not chance the one basic

question: was Joseph Smith a prophet of God, or not? Ferhaps you might

understand my mindset, and possibly the mentality of the "funcamentalist mind,”
in the following explanation that my father gave me.

What I am asking you to understand, Brother Brian, whether you accept our
positicn or not, is that each and everyone one of us who aligns himself with the
successors of Joseph Musser and Rulon Allred has had to follcow exactly the same
path that you are following. The reason that we understand your queries, is
because we curselves have all had them. I was faced with mine at the young age
of 19 years. I hope that you do not err in assuming that just because Rulon
Allred was my father that I automatically accepted his calling. Not hardly.
My father made sure that I followed the same search and pursued the same answers
that he followed, and that each and everyone of us who has arrived here
followed. I remember, as vividly as though it were today.

As I told you, I had fallen in love with a beautiful young woman in the
church., Her father was a stake high councilman in the stake over which Henry
W. Richards presided. She and her father challenged me, challenged my support
of my father’s position. 1 had to honestly admit to her that I did not have a
testimony myself as to what was right or wrong. Because of my acquaintance with
her family, I had access to all of the information that Henry Richards and Max
Anderson had accumulated to that point. As it happened, my closest friend had
also come into contact with Max Anderson that same year. We both had to follow
the same path and investigate for ourselves.

What 1 am trying to impress upon you, is that rather than trying to

bolster his position to me, my father simply asked that I study the revelations,

sermons and writings of the Prophet Joseph Smith. I did. I received an

incontrovertible testimony of the validity and necessity of Joseph Smith’'s "
teachings. Here again, co you have that same testimony? I recognized the .

awesome opportunity that the Lord promises to us if we follow the teachings of
Jesus Christ through his servant the Prophet Joseph Smith, and at the same time
the difficulty that the church’s challenges to the validity of the Lorin Wooley
statement presented. I was trying to understand, praying anc studying, seeking

for the tangible, physical proof that would provide the indisputable proof that -

the Lord had preserved the fullness of the keys of the Priesthood through Lorin
Wooley. Every time that I saw my dad I grilled him with a whole battery of

questions: I believe that I pressed him with every question that you have"

presented to me so far. One day I was driving him in my car, and I was trying
to understand who held what keys at what time, and his respcnse to me was that
I was having difficulty understanding the whole question, because I was seeking
specific answers to minute questions rather that attempting to grasp the



significance of the guestion itself,

His response to me is what I will offer to you. He said that rather than
trying to understand what person had held what key at what time, that I should
instead be grateful to God and glorify his name because He had preserved the
fullness of His priesthocd and made certain that there was always at least one
man on the earth at a time who had been willing to receive and accept all the
laws and ordinances of the gospel, who had obeyed and fulfilled all the

covenants of the holy priesthood through the righteous 1iving of all of the lawsw

and ordinances of the gospel, and who had qualified to perpetuate that same

fullness of the priesthood to cthers who were willing to receive, accept, obey."?

fulfill and perpetuate those same laws and ordinances and keys themselves. That
conversation changed my 1life. I knew then that that was the answer to my
queries and prayers, Please try to understand why his explanation would be so
strong as to provide the bhasis and motivation of every fundamentalist's
testimony,

You see, Brother Brian, it all comes back to the same question: was
Joseph Smith a prophet of Goc, or not? If you would agree that he was, then we
would agree then that in orcer to receive the same reward, tc dwell in the same
kingdom and to receive the sarte blessings as he has, then reason, and Section
130:20 also, tell us that we have to receive, obey, fulfill anc perpetuate every
single law, ordinance, commandment, and key that he did. Is there a man alive
in the church today, Brother Brian who will claim, or admit, that he has done
everything and received everything established by the Prophet Joseph Smith? 1
would like to know. I am sure that you anticipate where I am leading: once we
accept that Joseph found the way to approach god as his co-ecual, and that he
himself followed that same pattern, and that he perpetuated that in others to
follow after him, then the only guestion that remains is where is that man who

has received, accepted, obeyed and fulfilled all the laws and ordinances of the -

gospel of Jesus Christ through the Prophet Joseph Smith? FPlease do not feel
that I am evading or trying to circumvent your questions; in all honesty, this
1s the answer.

As I read through all of your observations and the accompanying documents,
I kept wondering why you never addressed the question that I offered to you as
to what was the basis of Section 132, or the necessity of living and obeying the
teachings of Joseph Smith. Of course, this reflects the differences in our
perceptions as to the very nature of the dialogue 1in the first place. If you
enclosed the article by Elcen J. Watson as a counter-response to my reading of
Section 132, I would simply offer the following observations. Did Joseph Smith
have an angel appear to him with a flaming sword telling him that he had to
live, obey and implement the law of a plurality of wives or not? I am assuming
that you have read the works of Orson F, Whitney. I was compelled to smile over
the list of brethren that vou cited as references on the fullness of the
Apostolic keys: all of them were polygamists, who had received a fullness of
the ordinances. They all knew how Joseph Smith "interpreted” Section 132; I am
confident that should you study their diaries, journals or teachings that you
would find that my “careful interpretation” of Section 132 1is entirely
consistent with the teachings of the Nineteenth Century Mormon leadership.

While I was reading Mr. Watson’s analysis of Celestial Marriage being in
reality "Temple Marriage” my mind raced over the thoughts of those brethren 1ike
Rudger Clawson, George Reynolas, Lorenzo Snow, Abraham Cannon and hundreds of



A~

others who "interpreted” Section 132 the same way that I did the other night-
- 30 much so that each of those men was willing to go to prison, and as Abraham
Cannon said, willing to give his 1life for that principle. 1 am wondering if
Brother Watson has read &Srigham Young’s discourses on the necessity of
practicing and fulfilling the law of Celestial Marriace, which Brigham
interpreted to mean a plurality of wives. Why did President Young teach these
doctrines? Would you agree that he knew Joseph Smith better than anyone? Would
you agree that Brigham Young understood the meaning and interpretation of Joseph

Smith’s revelations, teachings and endowment ceremonies better than anyone? Do </

you consider Elden Watson to be better informed of the correct interpretation

of Section 132 than Brigham Young, John Taylor or Joseph F. Smith? Or even

Joseph Smith himself? Can you see why I might feel that you have evaded the
central issue?

To get to the specifics of some of your questions 1et me offer the
following observations. What Brother Joseph Musser taught, and my father also,
was that it was possible for men and women to receive a fullness of what the
Prophet had established. In what may appear to be an evasion, or an
inteilectual "cop-out” to ycu, neither of them wished to challenge the church
cr to place the church in an embarrassing situation. Wwhat I feel you are still
struggling to comprehend, is that I can agree with everything that you might say
in support of the church’'s position, because we accept the validity of the
church’s position, while at the same time seeing no contradiction to our own.
We honor and uphoid the church in its administration and perpetuation of the
primary principles of the gospel. But we want more. We want what Joseph Smith
established; the church does not offer that. Let me offer to vou the following
hypothetical situation.

What would result, 17 [ were to produce irrefutable, incontrovertible
evidence of the validity of the Lorin Wooley statement? Would it convince you?
Would it strengthen your testimony? Would it enforce and bclster the church’s
ability to perform and carry out its vital purpose and role if we could prove,
physically by means recognizable to the academically minded, the validity of the
“fundamentalist” position? I think not. I doubt that one soul would be moved
to accept more of the ordinances or cbey more of the laws. Would it not totally
discredit the church and throw their hierarchy in disarray? Would not the
general membership of the church fall into confusion? Have you ever considered
the possibility that we would guard the existence of such irrefutable proof more
zealously than you would, because we do love, honor and support the church and
we have always sought to spare the church any difficulty or embarrassment.

As you no doubt are aware, A. Milton Musser, the fatner of Joseph W.
Musser, was the assistant church historian for years. In that position he had
access to the unaltered, unedited, uncensored journals and diaries of Wilford
Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, Abranam Cannon, and numerous others of the brethren,

that did provide just that type of incontrovertible evidence. Before the advent .

of the photocopy machine, Erother Joseph, with the consent and approval of his
father poured over those diaries and preserved that information,

Where is it, you mignt ask? Perhaps you could explain to me, why whole
pages are missing, paragraphs blotted out in many of these manuscripts. Perhaps
you could explain to me why today, none of us has ever been permitted to gain
access to the archives of the L. D. 8. church historical records? 1Is it perhaps
that some one fears that we might find such documentation? BEut to us, it is all



a curiosity, or a passing interest, because, as I have tried to expliain to you,
1t was not that physical evidence that convinced any of us, but the witness of
the Holy Ghost that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God. We want what he has.

Your question about tre calling of "High Priest Apostie" is one that I
also pursued. For years, Brother Musser, and my father struggled with the
question of how to say something, or convey the idea or message of a principle
without compromising the sacredness of an ordinance of the holy priesthood.
Just in the past ten years, numerous historical analyses by historians have
revealed to the world the concepts and terminology that the priesthood itself
has guarded and preserved. The works of Michael Quinn, Andrew Ehat, the
Toscanos, David Buerger anad Marty Martin have placed before the world the
concepts of the "fullness of the priesthood,” the "holy order,” that we have
been taught guietly, sacredly once we had progressed to a point to which the
priesthood had the confidence in us that we would not divuige those sacred
things. Just as you pondered, yes, the term "High Priest Apostle,” is a
euphemism for one's being a member of the holy order, or having received a
fullness of the priesthood, or having accepted and received a fullness of the
keys.

I would agree with you in your interpretation of the Revelation of 1880,
that all of the Apostles, who hold a fullness of the keys, nold that authority
in common., I would also agree, that those Apostles, who do NOT hold a fullness
of the keys, also hold that authority in common. Yes, I am offering that there
are two types of Apostles: ones who have received a fullness of the priesthood,
and those who have not., Look at that list of sources, and cross reference them
with temple ordinances received, both endowments and sealing ordinances,
particularly the dates of wnen these men received the "second endowment”: you
might find that your 1ist supports our position more than ycu realized.

I am sure that ycu are aware of numerous instances n which there were
both Kinds of Apostles 1in Nineteenth-Century Mormonism. Just one example:
Brigham Young Jr., and his younger brother John W. Young, were ordained Apostles
by Brigham Young in 1855. 1In 1866 Brigham Young ordained Joseph F. Smith to the
Apostleship. In 1867 Joseph F. Smith was called and ordained to the Quorum of
Twelve Apostles; the following year, Brigham Young, Jr. was czlled to the Quorum
of Twelve., 1In 1801 which one succeeded Lorenzo Snow? Which had been an Apostle
longer? The point that my father explained to me is that the Apostleship is a
calling that men receive which enables them to receive and perpetuate as many
of the gospel principles anc keys as they themselves are willing to accept. How
do we distinguish between those who accept some? And those who accept all?

Brother Musser chose to use a phrase, while not totally accurate from the &

church's pcint of view, would at the same time, make that distinction without
belittling or denying the action and pcsition that those presiding brethren in
the church had chosen to assume.

On the point of whicn is highest, Patriarch or church president, here
again I am sorry, as I do feel that you are laboring at a disadvantage. Please
understand, I am not making light of your question, but referring to the fact
that there 1s more information on the point than that which you have had access
to. There 1s far more invoived in this concept than what ycu would have been
abie tc find n printed media. I anticipate that you would refer me to John

as Patriarch to be higher than the president? Just to touch on the question



lightly, we agree with John Taylor completely; Brother Joseph Musser was using
"Patriarch” as a euphemism for one who had received a fullness of all the
crdinances, in contrast to an individual who might have held the office of the
presidency of the church without having received a fullness. What does the
Revelation of 1882 say about the incorrectness of one who is not obeying the
"law" presiding over one who 1s obeying the "law?” Of course, you and I are not
in agreement that the "law” means the plurality of wives,

Let me introduce another point of divergence, if I may. You made
reference to Brigham Young’s teachings of the identity of God, and unless I
misunderstood you, you inferred that he was wrong., This question is to us part
and parcel of the central question: was Joseph Smith a prophet of God, or not?
I am sure that you have read the account in the History of the Church, by Joseph
Smith where he taught that Adam holds the keys of the presidency of this world.
In a footnote to that discourse (D. H. C. 3:388), B. H. Roberts offers:

"It is general’ly supposed that Brigham Young was the author

of the doctrine which places Adam as the patriarchal nead of the . } )
human race, and ascribes to him the dignity of future presidency pe

over this earth and 1ts inhabitants, when the work of redemption

shall have been completed. Those who read the Prophet’'s treatise 2

on the Priesthood 1n the text above will have their opinions
corrected upon this subject; for clearly it is the worc of the Lord
through the Prophet Joseph Smith which established that doctrine.
The utterances of President Brigham Young but repeat and expound the
doctrine whicnh the Prophet here sets forth."

I could take several other doctrines taught by the Prcphet and President
Brigham Young which run counter to the teachings of the 1iving prophets of the
church. Wwhose ideas would you accept, Brother Brian? Those of Joseph Smith?
Or of James E. Talmage or John A. Widtsoe or Mark E. Peterson or Bruce R.

McConkie, Max Anderson or Elcen Watson -- 1 could name several. The point that
I am tryirg to make here, 15 not to discredit the teachinas of the current
leadersnip of the church, obut to try to help you understand the appeal of
“"fundamentalism.” Perhaps you can see, that it 1is not the Lorin Wooley

statement, but the teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith that are the basis of
our corvictions. It is not the teachings of Joseph Musser or Rulon Allred that
draw and hold us, but the teachings and revelations of Joseph Smith. I hope
that I am not sounding sterile or repetitious to you. What I am trying to
express in my weakness, is that you can present reams of pzpers discrediting
Lorin wWooley, Joseph Musser cr Rulon Allred, and it will not change or alter our

testimonies, because what we iooked for, found and now support, is that man who <

today has accepted, lived, obeyed, fulfilled, received &and is qualified to
perpetuate a fullness of everything that the Lord restored through his servant
the Prophet Joseph Smith.

You asked me who he 1s. I honor and reverence his calling, and I will do
anything I can to protect him. We are not out to vindicate him, or prove his
calling-- the Lord has done that., As I offered to you in my talk on March 17,
there is one who stands in the same position as did Mosiah. I appreciated your
efforts to refute my explanztion of the separation of the callings of Mosiah and
Alma. As to there being no church among the people of King Mosiah, prior to
Alma's arrival, I was not the one who developed that idea: I would have to give
much of the credit one of the church’s greatest scholars, whom I will not



a curiosity, or a passing interest, because, as I have tried to explain to you,
it was not that physical evidence that convinced any of us, but the witness of
the Holy Ghost that Joseph Smith was a prophet of God. We want what he has.

Your guestion about the calling of "High Priest Apostie” 1is one that I
also pursued. For years, Brother Musser, and my father struggled with the
question of how to say something, or convey the idea or messzge of a principle
without compromising the sacredness of an ordinance of the holy priesthood.
Just in the past ten years, numerous historical analyses by historians have
revealed to the world the concepts and terminology that the priesthood itself
has guarded and preserved. The works of Michael Quinn, Andrew Ehat, the
Toscanos, David Buerger and Marty Martin have placed before the world the
concepts of the "fullness of the priesthood,” the "holy order,” that we have
been taught quietly, sacrecly once we had progressed to a point to which the
priesthood had the confidence in us that we would not divulge those sacred
things. Just as you pondered, yes, the term "High Priest Apostle,” is a o,
euphemism for one’s being a member of the holy order, or having received a '
fullness of the priesthood, or having accepted and received a fullness of the
keys.

I would agree witn you in your interpretation of the Revelation of 1880,
that all of the Apostles, whc hold a fullness of the keys, hcld that authority
in common. I would also agres, that those Apostles, who do NOT hold a fullness
of the keys, also hold that a.thority in common, Yes, I am offering that there
are two types of Apostles: ones who have received a fullness of the priesthood,
and those who have not. Look at that 1ist of sources, and cross reference them
with tempie ordinances received, both endowments and sealing ordinances,
particularly the dates of when these men received the "seccnd endowment”: you
might find that your 1ist supports our position more than ycu realized. 3 2 OF
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I am sure that you are aware of numerous instances in which there were

both kinds of Apostles in Nineteenth-Century Mormonism«~ Just one example:

-Brigham Young Jr., and his younger brother John W. Young, were ordained Apostles

by Brigham Young 1in 1855. 1In 1866 Brigham Young ordained Joseph F. Smith to the
Apostleship. In 1867 Josepn F. Smith was called and ordained to the Quorum of

Twelve Apostles; the following year, Brigham Young, Jr. was called to the Quorum 7" 4

of Twelve. 1In 1901 which one succeeded Lorenzo Snow? Which had been an Apostle ~— '
longer? The point that my fazther explained to me is that the Apostleship is a
calling that men receive which enables them to receive and perpetuate as many
of the gospel principles ana keys as they themselves are willing to accept. How

do we distinguish between those who accept some? And those who accept all?
Brother Musser chose to use a phrase, while not totally accurate from the
church’s pcint of view, would at the same time, make that distinction without
belittling or denying the action and position that those presiding brethren in

the church had chosen to assume.

On the point of which is highest, Patriarch or church president, here
again I am sorry, as I do feel that you are laboring at a disadvantage. Please
understand, I am not making light of your question, but referring to the fact
that there is more information on the point than that which you have had access
to. There 1s far more involved in this concept than what you would have been
abie to find in printed media, I anticipate that you would refer me to John
Taylor's editorial in the Times and Seasons in response to William Smith’s claim
as Patriarch to be higher than the president? Just to touch on the question

&



mention, as he explained it 1n one of his discourses on the EBook of Mormon. I
feel that you would be surprised to find that your position con this point is 1in
complete opposition to one of the leading scholars and teachers of the church.
I will not menticn his name n this letter, but should you be interested to see
some of his teachings, I would be glad to show you: I TJeave his name out
because I feel that it would be unfair to him to mention him as a source and
have him involved in this exchange.

The only reason that I stress this here is that 1 get the impression,
perhaps incorrectly, that you feel that I would just offer unsubstantiated
doctrine, developing new concepts and ideas as I need them to support my case.
Not so, I assure you, I offered that analysis of the relationship of Alma to
Mosiah, Alma’s calling, and the division of the two offices only after careful
study and prayerfuil thought, to be sure that it, like everything else we teach,
is well founced in the teachings of Joseph Smith. I would suggest that you

consult the Journal of Discourses, Volume 19:345 and read the teachings of-

President Lorenzo Snow on Alma the older. I could have gone nto greater length
on March 17, but, here again, my purpose was not to convince ycu, as I expected

you to respond essentially as you did. My appeal, as you would no doubt v

anticipate, was to use the teaching opportunity to explain the principle to our
youth.

Whether you accept the division of the two offices or not, it is important
that you understand that we zscribe the same loyalty and devotion to that man
as Ammon expressed to King Limhi about King Mosiah. We have not sought to
publish his position, or his name, but rather, we instead await upon the Lord
to lead those who are ready to receive, in righteousness, thrcugh His servants,
mcre of the laws and ordinance of the gospel than the church is able to
acminister to them. Once acain, I wish to gquote the words of Joseph Smith, (D.
He €.t 5: 424)

All men who becocrme heirs of God and Joint heirs with Jesus
Christ will have to rec=ive tne fullness of the ordinances of his
kingdom; and those who will not receive all of the ordinances will
come short of the fuliness of that glory, if they do rot lose the
whoie. o
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I am sure that you would anticipate my next gquestion: as the church no
lenger teaches the necessity of the fullness of the ordinances, and no longer
teaches the necessity of obedience to the fullness of all the laws upon which
those ordinances are predicated, then where are we, or from whom are we to seek
the fullness of the laws anu ordinances of the gospel as revealed through the
Prophet Joseph Smith? Not just part-- but all of them? Whom would you have
us choose: Joseph Smith, who knew God and Jesus Christ whom He sent, or one of
the living prophets who preacnes a different doctrine? As Joseph also said in
Volume 6, page 184, "House here named should have been tran:zlated kingdom; and
any person who is exalted to the highest mansicn has to apide a celestial Tlaw,
and the whole law too.”

Here again, we return to the differences in our basic premises: you offer

that no authority exists outside of the church; I offer that authority has to -

exist outside the church, as otherwise, it would not be posszi1ble to receive of
the same fullness as Joseph instituted-- because I am sure that you will agree
with me that the church makes no c¢laim that it has either the right or the need
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to administer the fullness of the laws of the priesthood today as they were
established by the Prophet Joseph Smith. Is there any man in the church today
who can say that he has received, obeyed, fulfilled and perpetuated all of the
laws and ordinances of the gospel of Jesus Christ as revealed by the Prophet
Joseph Smith? If you answer "yes," then we would be interested in knowing who
he is. If you answer "no,” then you would begin to understand why we have
diligently sought a testimony from God, and have received an answer from the
Holy Ghost as to where to find a man who does represent Joseph Smith today.

I hope that this letter nas not been a disappointment tc you. Whether you
will recognize them or accept them, I have offered answers to all of your
guestions. 1 have not intended to be argumentative or evasive with you.
Rather, I have tried to the oest of my ability to place before you the basis of
our position., I pray that you will receive what I am about to offer you. You
referred to my statement that fundamentalists are parancid. Although I feel
that you took my statement out of context I will not take exception to what you
offered. We are ever ready to consider new information. I believe that our
invitaticn to you, and my having my own children present to hear you was
indicative of that willingness to hear new information. I am waiting for you
to demcnstrate that same cearee of willingness on your part, or the part of your
ward, or stake, Would they pe willing to hear one of us come pear our testimony
of the necessity of living and obeying the laws and ordinances of the gospel as
revezled through the Prophet Joseph Smith? I think not.

What I meant by parancic is this. I can remember as & small child being
swept from my home and transported on a moments notice tc keep from being
arrested. I can remember 1iving in the constant fear of beirg "found-out.” I
can remember having to change schools, move to new cities, anc go weeks upon end
without seeing my father or my brothers or sisters, because of the practice of
this sacred principle of Celestial Marriage. I can remember hbeing distrustful
of anyone who was not one of us. You probably can not understand why. Neither,

I doubt, could you ever beuin to understand what level of commitment that we
have to the preservation anu continuance of the fullness of the priesthood. You
see, I feel, Erother Brian, tnat you have missed the whole issue. When someone

like Joseph Smith would give his 1ife for the priesthood, Ruduer Clawson would
g0 to prison for the practice of this principle, and when my own father would
pay that same price, I have difficulty in accepting such a view of Section 132
as you ofrered to me. I a'so sense that vou feel that we simply have never
considered wrat 7% s that you have pressnted to us, because if we had, or so
I feel vou believe, we woulc cbviously see things your way.

Az I teld my uncle tocay, I hope that you will present something new for
our consideration. I want to be able to present something tc my children, to
sit down with them and say, "read the ideas tnat Brother Brian has presented,
go to the scriptures, search the teachings of the Prophet Jozeph Smith, and we
will search and pray about these things." But so far, Brother Brian, you have
presented the same perspective that we have heard before. I hope that you will
not take offense, but I perceive in you an attitude which says, "0. K. You guys
are wrond. Tell me what vou Delieve so that I can explain why it is wrong.”
Perhaps I am wrceng, but that 1s how several of us have read your pesition. What
I am hoping to help you do is to try to view things from our perspective so that
you might understand why we are committed to our course. I am not saying that
vou will have to become converted; not hardly., I am asking you that you present
a viewpoint more analytical ¢ the full scope of the fundamentalist appeal. So



far, you have concentratea on what appears to you to be the central issue, but
I hope that you are beginning to grasp that there is something far deeper here.

Although I do not know your sister well, I am sure that snhe, like everyone
else that has accepted the czlling of obeying and fulfilling all of the laws
would tell you the same thinu. It was the teachings of Joseph Smith, Section
132 and all the other revelations of Jesus Christ through his appointed and
anointed Prophet, Seer and Revelator Joseph Smith that drew us to seek after the
Lord and find his answer to our prayers. We were not converted by the Lorin
wooley statement, the teacnings of Joseph Musser or Rulen Allred-- you keep
missing this very important point-- we follow the same teachings and accept the
same ordinances and receive tna same priesthooo that Joseph Smith receiveq from
Jesus Christ. Can you say tne same? Can anyone in the church say the sgme?
I think not. cq et

We are not just a group of people tied to the traditions of some
fungamentaiist creed. We rave a testimony of the Lord’s purposes for us, we
respect you 1n your decisior to pursue your course, and we honor and respect the
church 1n 1ts position togay. You might wish to take the time to converse with
others, who were not born into this work; there are several brethren who
toliowed tne same path tnat nas brought you to investigate tnis work.- All of
them. Just like those of us born into this group, were converted by the
scriptures, the teachings ot the Prophet Joseph Smith, and most importantly, the
witnezs of the hHoly Ghost. Any incidental information such as what you continue
to dwell on never was, is not now, nor ever will be more than just that--
incidentai information.

1 hope that you would be interested 1n continuing our communications. I
particuiarly would appreciate any new 1insights you might bte able to present
concerning what appears to be your feelings that one does not have to follow the
teachings or receive the ordinances instituted by the Prophetl Josepnh Smith. We
all have sought tne words of Jesus Christ, as revealed through his holy,
anointed seer, Joseph Smith. We have all received that testimony and witness
of who Joseph 8mith is. Do vou have a testimony of him as weill?

I am conficent that there would be several who would enjoy hearing from
both you, and Max Anderson and others in the future. Every time that we have
exchanges 1ike this 1t causes all of us to return to the scriptures and to study
the teachings of Josepn Smitn more carefully than before. 1 nave enjoyed the
pondering and examination tnat your inquiry has prompted me to do. Thank you.
As 1 mentioned to you, we are always interested in new information and insights,
and we encourage our young people to investigate these things for themselves.
We invite you to do the same.

Sincerely,

(e e~ '/%,/

vVance L. Alfred



