religion from another. But
the spiritual leader of the
24 million-member Epis-
copal Church said Friday

today at St. Mark’s Cathe-
dral, and to bless the new
Episcopal Church Center
just west of the cathedral

tion of a gay bishop 1n 2003
and its growing willingness
to affirm gay unions. The
backlash has come not only

several nations in South
America called the Prov-

ince of the Southern Cone.

Bishop Jefferts Schori

-within our faith communi-
ty, incorporating science

Please sec BISHOP on E2

FLDS raid in Texas:

2 say changes
in church may
be behind

the troubles

By Carrie Moore
and Elaine Jarvik
Deseret News

Two weeks after 416
children were removed
from the YFZ Ranch in
Texas following allega-
tions of child sexual abuse,
the leader of the FLDS
Church remains jailed in
Arizona as his followers
deal with the public conse-
quences of private prac-
tices that he ordered and
perpetuated after becom-
ing leader of the group five
years ago.

Warren Jeffs — who was
convicted in September of
rape as an accomplice for
forcing an underage girl to
marry her adult cousin —
has directed the affairs of
the Fundamentalist LDS
Church since 2003, follow-
ing the death of his father,
Rulon Jeffs.

With that change in pow-
er, decades of living in rel-
ative harmony within their
own Utah-Arizona border-
town communities began

to unravel as Jeffs sought
to control personal proper-

ty, family relationships and

marriage within the com-
munity on an unprece- .
dented scale, according to
two authors who have writ-
ten about the sect. Within
two years of taking control
of the group, Jeffs landed
on the FBI’s Ten Most
Wanted list before his cap-
ture in 2006 and subse-
quent criminal conviction.

The authors agree that
Jeffs’ determination to
wield control made him
into something of a God-
like figure among his fol-
lowers, who seem to have
taken his directives as
divine decrees that bound
them to do his bidding,
regardless of the potential
consequences.

Though he renounced
his own leadership from
prison during his criminal
trial, calling himself a
“false prophet” and “one
of the most wicked men on
theface of the earth,” he
later rejected those asser-
tions, and followers regu-
larly visit him in prison.
Many observers believe he
continues to direct the
affairs of the FLDS group
from behind bars.

Brian Hales, a Layton
physician and historian
who wrote “Modern Polyg-
amy and Mormon Funda-

mentalism: The Genera-
tions After the Manifesto,”
said much of what has hap-

£ pened since Jeffs took the

reins “has been unpredict-

able.” FLDS leaders

How did this happen?

before him “followed simi-
lar goals. For Warren to
waltz in, excommunicate
people (he felt were a
threat to his authority) and
build a temple — those are
brand new ideas and
thinking which makes
everything unpredictable
with him,” ;

As word of Jeffs’ mis-
treatment of his own fol-
lowers began to leak out in
media reports, many of
them moved to what is now
the YFZ Ranch in Eldora-
do, Texas, constructing
their first temple and
shunning outsiders and
the media. But with the
fate of the FLDS children
now in the hands of Texas
authorities, the world
press is both intrigued and
baffled by polygamy’s
modern-day complexities
as the women seek out
reporters in unprece-
dented ways.

How did the FLDS com-
munity evolve to include
allegations of widespread:
child sexual abuse from
what some saw in the early
1900s as a religious off-
shoot group determined to
continue plural marriage
after The Church of JeSus
Christ of Latter-day Saints
outlawed the practice for
its members in 1890?

Please see CHURCH on E3

Latin America.

It’s why Billy Graham n
crusades in the old capita
Europe.

It’s why Mother Teresa
Calcutta and St. Patrick w
Ireland. :

It’s why Benedict X VI i
now.

We shouldn’t feel prouc
pope chose us for a visit. V
should feel grateful that tl
agreed to make a house c¢
we should feel a bit chagr:
we let our spiritual health
rate to the point he neede
make the trip. ,

But spiritual questions.
ones that will never get as
What spiritual ills plague
nation? How can faith hel]
through them? What do wi
do to find our spiritual foc

Nobody asks, because n
wants to know. Like the pe
who won'’t get their blood |
taken because they’re afre
learn what it is, we’d just ¢
not dwell on our ailments.
don’t want to feel we need
changes.

And unless we ask him,
can’t help. We forget that
cerns are spiritual concer:
solutions are spiritual solt
and his motives for being ]
spiritual. He fields dozens
tions, but never hears the «
tions he wants to answer.

Like the kid who won’t t
medicine because of its ta:
rather suffer from the illne
deal with the discomfort o
cure. And in the meantime
pope becomes just anothes
rity who gets a few minutes
stage before slipping into t
wings again.

We ask him about everyt
except ourselves. ;

Is that-because we think
answer would be irrelevan

Or because we fear, dow:
inside, what it might be?

E-MAIL: jerjohn@desnews.coni
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