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From: Stan

To: clangreen@juno.com

Subject: The Priesthood - Where is it?

On Tue, 8 Feb 2000 13:14:02 -0500 "Stan " writes:

> Hey Tom,

> | am interested in your opinion of where the Priesthood Authority is.
> The AUB? If not, Where?

>

> Thanks,

> Stan

Well, Stan, ... good question. I wonder if it's thrown out to bait
me. But I'll take the bait and, for what it's worth, give you my
opinions. I won't do as Sandy does and tell you that I know certain
things by the witness of the Spirit, even though that is the only basis
for some of my beliefs. I'll just give you the facts as I've found (and
interpreted) them.

Of course, this very question became an overpowering obsession
with me during the late '70's. It got to where I couldn't eat, sleep or
work until I figured out where it was the Lord wanted me to go. Having
a researcher’s pass to the Church Archives I was able to dig through
and sort out a lot of things. After much intensive research, especially
focusing on what Joseph Smith was doing in Nauvoo, and studying and
researching with men like Fred Collier, Knut Knuteson and Ross LeBaron, |
finally arrived at some conclusions regarding Priesthood. I will share
them herewith.

WHAT PRIESTHOOD DOES THE CHURCH HAVE?

I know about prophecies by Brigham and others that if the Church
"clasps hands with the world" the Priesthood is gone; if the Church
gives the Negro the Priesthood, the Priesthood is gone, etc. I received
an e-mail yesterday from one of the group who said, "I believe the
Church is in a full-blown state of apostasy.” I once felt that way,
too. Today, however, I don't believe I can accurately judge the Church,
I'm not privy to what goes on (or doesn't go on) between the Lord and
the leaders. What's more, it doesn't affect my course either way.

I do believe that there are principles and ordinances that do not
come under the purview of the Church. But I don't dispute the Church's
mission to spread the good news of the restoration. I encouraged my
second son in his desire to serve a mission. | don't agree, however,
that the Gospel should be "adapted" to the liking of the masses to make
it more acceptable. Nor do I believe that the objective should be to
make every single person now living, or who ever has lived, a Mormon. |
don't think it's meant for everyone. At least not in this lifetime. 1
do know that what the Lord had in store for me was not available in the
Church. (In fact, He had to pry my reluctant hands from the Church
before I could advance into higher ordinances).

TWO PRIESTHOODS

From my research I've leamned that there are two different types
of Priesthood: Apostolic and Patriarchal. These two Priesthoods are
identified in the scriptures as being separate and distinct. The
Apostolic Priesthood is "the Holy Priesthood after the Order of the Son
of God" (D&C 107:3), the Priesthood of the Church of Jesus Christ. The
Patriarchal Priesthood is the Priesthood of the Holy Order of God, the
Priesthood of the Church of the Father.

APOSTOLIC PRIESTHOOD:

The Priesthood of the Son, and it's Gospel, a "preparatory" gospel,
offers men salvation.

This Priesthood qualifies men to preside (in wards and stakes) over
those who are not in their own family in order that people may learn
the principles of the Gospel of Christ. This is the Priesthood to the
Gentiles. It's designed to help prepare worthy Gentiles to become
Israelites. The Priesthood of the Son (as you know) was restored by
Peter, James and John, with it's appendage restored by John the Baptist.

PATRIARCHAL PRIESTHOOD:

The Priesthood of the Father, and it's attendant Gospel, offers men
exaltation.

The Father's Priesthood is patri-lineal in nature. It can only be given
from father to son. If one's natural father doesn't have it, then one

must become adopted to a man who does. It is structured to give a man
the keys of revelation to function as a "Patriarch in his own right

over his own house." It does not give a man a right to preside over his
neighbor's family.

A certain level of the Patriarchal Priesthood (Abraham's
Patriarchal authority) was restored in the Kirtland Temple by Moses,
Elias and Elijah (D&C 110). Just 5 days prior to this restoration Joseph
Smith had said, "[ then observed to the quorums, that I had now
completed the organization of the Church [of Jesus Christ]." (TPJS 110)
Christ had taught, however, that, "If it so be that [my] church is built
upon my gospel then will the Father show forth his own works in it."
(III Nephi 27:10) So once the Church of the Son was complete, the
Patriarchal Order of the Father was shown forth in it.

Moses brought the keys to gather Israel. Israel was not wards and
stakes, but patriarchal tribes or families. Elias (Noah) brought the
Gospel of the dispensation of Abraham, a patri-lineal priesthood
"saying that in us AND OUR SEED all nations of the earth would be
blessed" (D&C 110:13). Elijah brought keys to have the families
"sealed in heaven" as they became arranged, by adoption (men) and
marriage (women), on earth. However, the Fulness of this Priesthood was
restored (by Adam, Elijah, and possibly others) in the Nauvoo temple.

It was with these two Priesthoods that Joseph built the Church
Jesus Christ (the Priesthood of the Son) and the Patriarchal Order (the
Priesthood of the Father).

PRESIDING OVER PRIESTHOOD
PATRIARCH TO THE CHURCH - HYRUM'S KEYS

Oliver originally presided over the Apostolic Priesthood by
virtue of the Patriarchal Priesthood he received in the Kirtland Temple
and his position as "Apostle to the Gentiles." . This Priesthood
descended through Abel and was later presided over by Paul. But that
calling and Priesthood was passed to Hyrum. His last act was to bid
farewell to the Gentiles.

It was with this calling and Priesthood that Hyrum could preside
over the Apostolic / Gentile organization of the Church of the Son,
while Joseph went on to preside over the Holy Order of the Father. The
Lord added to the position of presiding over the Apostolic Priesthood
the right (and responsibility) to preside over the Sealing Keys to the
Church of the Son. Hyrum's authority was later held by his son, John,
for about 60 years. There is evidence to believe that, under the
direction of Jos. F. Smith (who, by rights of primogeniture, succeeded
his brother in the Patriarchal office), the keys to preside in this
Priesthood were given to Smith's close friend, Patriarch John Woolley to
hold "in trust" until John Smith's grandson, Hyrum Gibb Smith, the new
Church Patriarch, would qualify by living plural marriage. He wouldn't.

WHAT PRIESTHOOD DO THE FUNDAMENTALISTS HAVE?

I believe, from circumstantial evidence and logic, that Joseph
Musser received those keys from John Woolley, or at least presided in
them after the death of John Woolley, after being adopted to Hyrum by
Jos. F. Smith. Musser claimed to be Hyrum's heir, and I believe it. He
knew that Hyrum's keys presided. He had had his Second Anointings and
was living the Principle that qualified him to preside (having sired
children in plural marriage). Musser didn't pass those keys on. The
Lord told him he couldn't give his council (Rulon, Owen and the boys)
their Second Anointings. I believe he did pass on the right. and the
charge, to keep plural marriage alive.

In my opinion, the AUB is the Patriarchal house of Joseph Musser
(the FLDS in Colorado City, Utah is the Patriarchal house of John Y.
Barlow). But Musser said he didn't know who held ALL the keys. Rulon
Allred said that he didn't hold ALL the keys. And, even though Owen
claims them all (or at least his people claim them all for him) I have
a tape recording of Owen saying, "Honestly, | don't know where we have
any authority to perform any endowments."



PATRIARCHAL KEYS TAKE PRESEDENCE OVER APOSTOLIC

The Sealing Keys of Hyrum Smith's line came down to the
fundamentalists. They kept the higher laws alive after the Church had
taken a public stand that prohibited them from doing so. However, those
keys, the Sealing Keys to the Gentiles, could preside only during the
Times of the Gentiles. After 120 years - a biblical generation from 1830
to 1950 - the Times of the Gentiles were fulfilled. In 1950 the right
to preside in sealing keys shifted from the Apostolic Keys (the Sealing
Keys of Hyrum's line) to the Patriarchal Keys (the Sealing keys of
Joseph's line). The keys of Joseph's line were higher than the keys of
Hyrum's line. Joseph Smith said that the Patriarchal Priesthood was
"Abraham's Patriarchal power which is the greatest yet experienced in
this Church" (Words of Joseph Smith, p. 245) Obviously, the Priesthood
of the Father would be greater than the Priesthood of the Son.

JOSEPH ESTABLISHES THE HOLY ORDER

While the development of the Joseph's Patriarchal Order began
with ordinances in Kirtland, even before the restoration in the Kirtland
Temple, it was not until Nauvoo when all the ordinances were
administered to initiate certain men into the Holy Order. This
organization was kept from public view. Ebenezer Robinson in his diary
referred to the establishment of the Holy Order, recorded in TPJS 237,
and explained:

"Here was instituted, undoubtedly the order of things which
represented the scenes in the Garden of Eden, which was

called in Nauvoo, "The Holy Order," a secret order. The

terrible oaths and covenants taken by those who entered

there were known only to those who took them, as one of the
members said to me, "I could tell you many things, but if [

should, my life would pay the forfeiture." (Diary, The Return, p. 348)

One of the original participants in the organization of the Holy

Order — the Order of the Ancient of Days (Adam), - George Miller,
Bishop of Nauvoo, stated that "Joseph washed and anointed [us] as Kings
and Priests to God, and over the house of Israel, ... and conferred on us
Patriarchal Priesthood. (Journal of George Miller, May 4, 1842, p. 120-
121) All of the men at this first meeting already held offices in the
Church of the Son, offices ranging from Branch President (Judge James
Adams), Bishops (Newell K. Whitney & George Miller), Stake President
(William Marks), Counselor in the First Presidency (William Law)
Apostles (Brigham, Heber and Willard Richards) all the way to the
highest office of Church Patriarch (Hyrum Smith). Yet, at the
organization of the Order of the Ancient of Days, they all had another
priesthood — Patriarchal Priesthood - conferred on them! As this
Priesthood is obtained by patri-lineal descent, it would've been
necessary for these men to become adopted to Joseph Smith as his sons.
By the law of adoption they became qualified to receive the Priesthood
of the Fathers. It is obvious that this Priesthood conferred on them was
not the Priesthood of the Son of God for they already held that. It was
necessary that these men of various positions in the Church receive this
Priesthood in order to progress. Joseph explained that the conferral of
the fullness of the Melchizedek Priesthood came not by being

"a Prophet nor apostle nor Patriarch only but of King and

Priest to God to [have power to] open the windows of Heaven

and pour out the peace and Law of endless Life to man and

no man can attain to the joint heirship with Jesus Christ

without being administered to by one having the same power

and authority of Melchisedec." (Joseph Smith, Words of Joseph p. 244)

SUCCESSION IN THE HOLY ORDER

As is explained in footnote #37, the Twelve stood next to Joseph

in the Holy Order. Since this council was the governing council of the
Kingdom of God organization and presided over the Church, it was the
basis for Brigham Young taking charge of the Church on the death of
Joseph. In the great debate, August 4, 1844, with Sidney Rigdon
concerning who would lead the Church, Brigham, who was "transfigured" as
Joseph, tried to suggest to the 20,000+ Saints assembled that there was
more than met the eye. In the manuscript copy of his remarks, made as
he spoke, which I got a copy of from the Church Archives, there was a
statement in the original speech that wasn't published in History of

the Church. Brigham said, "We have got an organization here that you

cannot see." It was because Brigham was senior in ordination in that
Council that he took charge.

As the Church came west, they did not meet in wards and stakes.
Instead, the men who were Kings and Priests presided over the exodus
holding meetings with their adopted families. When I was educated in
the Church I had always been told that it was the Kingdom of God
organization that oversaw and carried out the move west. Once in Utah
they debated about whether to continue in a patriarchal / tribal
organization. In the diary of Heber C. Kimball, as well as his adopted
son, Major Howard Egan, (August 1, 1847) they had not yet decided
whether to function in Utah in an Apostolic Church-type of organization
or in a patriarchal family system, as "Israel.”

But ultimately they reverted back to a sectarian type of Sunday-
go-to-meeting Church organization. Brigham explained the difficulty he
had in getting the Patriarchal Order accepted:

"I will now say to my brethren and sisters, that while we
were at Winter Quarters, the Lord gave me a revelation just
as much as he ever gave one to anybody. He opened my mind,
and showed me the organization of the kingdom of God in a
family capacity. 1 talked it to my brethren; I would throw
out a few words here, and a few words there, to my first
counselor, to my second counselor and the Twelve Apostles,
but with the exception of one or two of the Twelve, it

would not touch a man. They believed it [the patriarchal
order] would come, O yes, but it would be by and by. Says
I, "Why not now?" (J.D. 18:244)

By the late 1880's, between the pressure of the outside world and

the discontent and desires of the new generation born in Utah to be

like the rest of the nation, the leaders were wrestling with hanging

onto the higher laws of the Holy Order. In a letter to Lot Smith, a
Church leader in Arizona - ca. 1887, Wilford Woodruff wrote, "We have
not yet decided whether to swap off the Kingdom of God for a new state
government." They finally did. By the time of Joseph F. Smith he was
approached by Apostle John W. Taylor asking for the Council of Fifty
(the Patriarchal Council) to be convened to protect him in his rights

to enter plural marriage. Pres. Smith told him that convening the

Council of Fifty was no longer possible. The Patriarchal Order had

died. According to interviews of men who've had their Second Anointings
since that time, Patriarchal Priesthood is no longer conferred on the
recipients. Nor were they sealed to their father, natural or adopted, in

the Patriarchal chain.

So, while the Saint's brief flirtation with the Holy Order was

short lived, still during the Times of the Gentiles (the Apostolic

era), there were those who were qualified to "graduate” from the Church
of the Son into the Church of the Father and there receive the
ordinances and blessings of the Father's gospel in the temples. Even
after obtaining a fulness of the Priesthood (all that was available
during the Times of the Gentiles) they continued to function in the
Church of the Son. It was proper that they do as it was still the Times
of the Gentiles. However, the temples were not built for the Church of
the Son. On the front of the Salt Lake Temple it says, "Built BY the
Church of Jesus Christ," not "Built FOR the Church of Jesus Christ.”
Eliza R. Snow pointed out the distinction:

"Mark this august wonder of the age; the Mormons build not
temples to the name of Jesus, but to the name of Jehovah -

not 1o the Son, but to the Father. . . . Temples to the

Most High God! The scepter, not the cross!" (The Women of
Mormondom, p. 79, Eliza R. Snow with Edward Tullidge, New
York 1877)

FULNESS OF PRIESTHOOD RESTORED IN NAUVOO TEMPLE

The first temple built to the Father in this dispensation was the

Nauvoo temple. In addition to the patriarchal-patrilineal keys that

were restored in the Kirtland Temple, the Lord and Joseph Smith promised
that the FULNESS of the Priesthood of the Most High God (the Father)
would be restored in the Nauvoo temple. God said:

" ... and build a house to my name, for the Most High



[the Father] to dwell therein. For there is not a place

found on earth that He [the Most High] may come to and
restore again that which was lost unto you, or which he hath
taken away, even the fulness of the priesthood [of the Most

High]".
Joseph Smith also prophesied:

"The 2nd Priesthood is Patriarchal autherity. Go to and
finish the [Nauvoo] temple, and God will fill it with power
[Priesthood?], and you will then receive more knowledge
conceming this priesthood".

Joseph had prophesied, just a few months prior to the revelation
to build the Nauvoo temple, that Elijah would come again! He referred
to a future time "when the priesthood is restored with ALL its
authority power and blessings." Joseph prophesied:

"Elijah was the last prophet that held the keys of this

priesthood, and who WILL before the last dispensation,

restore the authority and delive[r] the Keys of this

priesthood in order that all the ordinances may be attended

to in righteousness." (Words of Joseph Smith, Andrew Ehat, p. 43)

While Elijah had already come in the Kirtland temple prior to
this prophecy, the fulness of the Father's Priesthood had not been
restored then. Moreover, it was Christ who preceded Elijah and accepted
the Temple and oversaw the restoration there. That's because that
restoration was for the function of the Patriarchal Order that was to
operate within the Church of Christ, during the Apostolic or Gentile
era.

While Elijah was to be involved in the restoration of the fulness
of Priesthood keys in the Nauvoo temple, it was (according to the
revelation) to be presided over by the Most High - the Father - Adam. It
was with great sacrifice that the Saints, after the death of Joseph,
continued to push the Temple toward completion, even knowing that they
soon abandon it, according to University of Utah professor of Utah
History, David Miller:

"It may seem peculiar to the present generation to read and
realize that the Mormons concentrated such a united effort

in an attempt to try to finish the Nauvoo temple during the
summer of 1845 and the winter of 1845-46, knowing full well
that they had already committed themselves to evacuate the
city by the spring of 1846. But one thing they insisted on
during all of this time: they could not or would not leave
until the temple had been completed. It became not just a
matter of receiving blessings through the administration of
certain ordinances within the temple itself but also a

point of honor for them to complete this job which they had
started. Of course, they honestly believed that they were
building this temple under direct command from God, and
from God they understood that if they put forth united

effort they would be allowed to finish the building before
they evacuated. It was not an easy thing, but it was a

serious thing with the Mormons who concentrated a united
effort on this project and did not really complete it until

the exodus from Nauvoo was well underway." (Nauvoo: The
City of Joseph, p. 120-121, David E. Miller, 1978)

Miller claims only "a point of honor" as motivation for finishing
the Nauvoo temple. No mention of the REAL motivation — the promised
restoration of the highest Priesthood ever. The Fulness of the Adamic
Priesthood - the Father’s Priesthood - was promised by the Lord, and by
Joseph, to be restored if the Saints would finish the Temple. They did
finish it. But they didn't finish it until after Joseph was dead. So
the promised restoration would not have been made to Joseph Smith.

Since God and the Prophet Joseph both said "finish the Temple and the
fulness of the Priesthood of the Most High God will be restored there,"

and they did finish it, I am confidant that God kept his word and did
indeed restore the fulness of His Priesthood there. This restoration

would likely have taken place with Adam coming to accept the Temple (as
Christ did in Kirtland) and introduce Elijah and any others necessary

for the restoration.

DESCENT OF THE FATHER'S PRIESTHOOD

So, ... where is that Priesthood? Since it must've been restored,
why has no one heard about it? At the trial of Sidney Rigdon, Sept. 15,
1844, Brigham Young stated that, "there are keys of the Priesthood the
written word never spoke about, nor ever will" During the Times of the
Gentiles nothing has ever been written acknowledging or affirming a
restoration in the Nauvoo Temple. Why? It is because that Priesthood
was Patriarchal. Not the Patriarchal Priesthood restored in the Kirtland
temple for use in the Times of the Gentiles. The Priesthood restored in
the Nauvoo Temple was meant to be used, and preside in, the Times of
Israel - the Patriarchal era. It could preside only after the Times of
the Gentiles was fulfilled. It is this Priesthood that makes men
independent Kings and Priests unto the Most High God, to be able to
function by the keys of revelation to one's self without supervision
from some Church leader or another man.

The restoration of the Fulness of the Patriarchal Priesthood was
to prepare the way for the re-establishment of the original form of
God's government here on earth. As I cited in a recent posting:

"Among those governments|of men], however, was maintained
also the government of God - a PATRIARCHAL GOVERNMENT, that
continued with the righteous from the days of Adam down

'till the days of Enoch, and for a short period after his

days. This government was patriarchal in its nature, or in

other words directed and dictated by the creator of man -

the great lawgiver. He directed and counseled his servants,

and they obeyed his counsels. In other words, a divine
government existed on the earth in those ancient times; but

at length, about the period of the death of Adam, or a little
after, human governments rooted out of the earth the
government of God, . ." Orson Pratt JD 15:67-68

"We find that afier the days of Noah an order was intro-

duced called the PATRIARCHAL ORDER in which every man man-
aged his own family affairs, . Man began again to multiply

on the face of the earth, and the heads of families became

their kings and priests, that is the fathers of their own

people, and they were more or less under the influence and

guidance of the almighty." John Taylor J.D. 17:207

The restoration of the Adamic Priesthood - The Patriarchal Order
which is The Kingdom of God - was in fulfillment of the promise of
prophecy: "Now this same Priesthood, which was in the beginning, shall
be in the end of the world also" (Moses 6: 7 see also footnote 25).

LEBARONS: THE ONLY HISTORICAL CLAIM

So, it was prophesied - by Moses, by God and by Joseph Smith -
that this priesthood was to be restored. Has anyone claimed that it
was? Yes. There is only one place where | have found any reference or
claim to that restoration and Priesthood: the LeBaron family. Alma
Dayer LeBaron, Sr. (1886 - 1951) was the grandson of Benjamin F.
Johnson. Dayer's sons, all but Ross, after serving LDS Missions,
supported and worked under the fundamentalist leaders. Dayer explained
to his son, Ervil, in the spring of 1949 that there were problems with
the fundamentalist literature. The son challenged him but all Daver
would say was, "One of the things wrong is that they trace the line of
the authority of the Priesthood in its fulness through Brigham Young -
but it did not come that way."

The Patriarchal Order of Joseph Smith was a royal dynasty. At the
death of Joseph Brigham took over the Church, and rightfully so.
However, the family of Joseph Smith was taken over by Benjamin F.
Johnson. It has been reported by a worker in the Salt Lake Temple that
the temple record indicate that Benjamin F. Johnson was adopted to
Joseph Smith as his firstborn son. Joseph had previously given him
Joseph's power of attorney because of their business partnerships
together. And at the death of Joseph Benjamin became executor of
Joseph's estate. He became responsible for Joseph's family and
property. Incidental to this, the Temple and the Nauvoo house had been
turned over to his brother-in-law, David T. LeBaron (see endnote #26).

Joseph held the offices of Prophet, Priest and King in the



Patriarchal Order. Though Brigham took over the Church of the Son by
virtue of presiding in the Holy Order by seniority, he was not Joseph's
heir. He declared:

"The brethren testify that brother Brigham is brother
Joseph's legal successor. You never heard me say so. I say
that I am a good hand to keep the dogs and wolves out of
the flock. I do not care a groat who rises up. I do not
think anything about being Joseph's successor. That is
nothing that concerns me." JD 8:69

The time period when the Holy Order was presided over by men who were
also Apostles in the Church of the Son, but not Joseph's successor, is
referred to in the title of Vol. 7 of the History of the Church:

"Apostolic Interregnum." "Interregnum” is defined as, "The interval of
time when a throne is vacant between the death of a king and the
accession of a successor." (American Heritage Dictionary)

If Brigham, by his own declaration, was not Joseph's successor,
who was? When Dayer LeBaron made the statement to his son that the
priesthood in it's fulness did not come down through Brigham his son
challenged him. He insinuated that Dayer believed the highest authority
came down through Dayer's grandfather, Benjamin F. Johnson. Dayer
affirmed that such was the case - that Benjamin F. Johnson held the
highest priesthood authority on earth in his day. But he explained that
his grandfather could not use that authority to preside as it was not
yet time. It was still (then) the Times of the Gentiles.

It is my conviction that the Fulness of the Adamic Priesthood -

the Father's Priesthood - WAS restored in the Nauvoo temple to Benjamin
F. Johnson. However, those keys could not preside until the Times of

the Gentiles was fulfilled and the Patriarchal era took precedence.

Lynn mentioned in a recent post that "any claims for Benjamin F.

Johnson were only made by his grandson, Dayer, after Benjamin was gone
and could not dispute them." My research found that this was not
exactly the case. First of all, I found a Patriarchal blessing given by
Benjamin F. Johnson, as Patriarch of the Maricopa Stake, to Louis
Kelsch, Sr. Kelsch had received two other Patriarchal blessings. In the
other two, the patriarchs both began the blessing by declaring that

they did it, "By the authority of the Holy Priesthood and in the name
of Jesus Christ" implying that it was the Priesthood of Jesus Christ by
which they functioned. However, his blessing from B. F. Johnson, on
June 14, 1903, begins, "Through my right in the Priesthood of the
Father, ..." This is a clear indication that Patriarch Johnson
understood that he did indeed hold the Father's Priesthood. At the time
of this blessing, Benjamin F. Johnson was not only a Stake Patriarch in
the Church of the Son, but presided over the Church of the Father
(explained below).

Also, one of Johnson's wives, Sarah Jane Spooner, testified that
he did, indeed, appoint Dayer to succeed him in presiding over the
Patriarchal Order. In 1896 Johnson said to Dayer, "When I die my mantle
will fall on you as the prophet Elijah's fell on Elisha.” Conveniently,
before Johnson died he had acceded to the right, by seniority, to
preside over Joseph's Holy Order which was Joseph Smith's Patriarchal
family organization. This organization was higher than any office held
in the Church. The man who presided in that Order presided over all
priesthood on the earth, regardless of who was President of the Church
of the Son. Johnson assumed this position at the death of Lorenzo Snow.

Like his four predecessors, Lorenzo Snow was both the President

of the Church of the Son and the Presiding Patriarch in Joseph's Holy
Order. However, while Pres. Snow was succeeded as the President of the
Church by Jos. F. Smith, he was succeeded in the Holy Order / Council
of Fifty (the Kingdom of God organization - the Father's "Church") by
Benjamin F. Johnson. In the special session of Conference, Nov. 1901,
when the new Church President was sustained, the first speech Pres.
Smith made to the Church was to point out that in the D&C (Sec. 124)
the Patriarch presides over the Church. He said it hadn't been that way
since we came to these valleys. But he said they wouldn't change any-
thing until all (implying the 12) were in agreement (see endnote #15).
That never happened.

Also, shortly after becoming President of the Church, Joseph F.
Smith sought counsel from Benjamin F. Johnson, the Presiding Patriarch

of the Holy Order / Council of Fifty. Pres. Smith had his secretary,
George F. Gibbs, write to Benjamin F. Johnson to find out what he could
about the organizations and doctrine established by Joseph Smith.
Johnson wrote at least two lengthy letters back to Gibbs (actually

Smith), but the Church claims to not have them. A draft of the second
letter was preserved by Johnson's close friend, Charles Sellers. After
Johnson died Sellers submitted a copy of the letter to the Church
Archives. Benjamin explained to the new Church President what he could
about the developments of Joseph Smith and the Council of Fifty to
which Johnson was a first-hand witness. However, echoing what Brigham
Young had said about Priesthood Keys the written word never spoke about,
Benjamin F. Johnson demurred to Joseph F. Smith:

"There were, dear Brother, other teachings to that Council

|of Fifty] of which I am not at full liberty to write. But

if I had your ear I would remember that the Prophet once

said to me, "Benjamin, in regard to those things I have

taught you privately that are not yet for the public, I

give you the right, when you are so led, to commit them to
others, for you will not be led wrong in discerning those

worthy of your confidence." (I Knew the Prophets, Zimmerman
p-37)

KNOWLEDGE CONCEALED DURING TIME OF THE GENTILES

This authorization / blessing upon Benjamin by the Prophet
implied that he would not only be led who to reveal this information to,
but who to pass his authority on to. Dayer LeBaron, confessed that he
had received the authority that his grandfather held. Dayer, too,
understood that what he had received from his grandfather, Benjamin F.
Johnson, was to remain concealed until a future time, Dayer's son,
Ervil, challenged his father concerning his position:

"Then I said, sneeringly, "Yes! And Benjamin F. Johnson
conferred his authority on you, so therefore you are head of
all Priesthood on the earth!"™

Dayer did not hedge about what he held, answering, "That is
precisely the way things stand." Not satisfied, Ervil asked if

there was anything in the Standard works and TPIS that supported
his claims. Dayer answered:

""Well, there is plenty in the scriptures to substantiate

what I have said. You can study them for yourself. If the
Lord wants to enlighten you on these things it is between
you and Him. That's His business. But what the Lord has
revealed to me on some of these points will never pass my
lips. The proof of what I have told you is in the

scriptures. You will understand them and know for yourself
when the right time comes for you to know."

It's obvious from this statement that Dayer L.eBaron was not
interested in using the keys he held to proselyte and try to gather a
following around him, nor is there any evidence that he attempted to do
so. Realizing that his keys were inactive during his lifetime, Dayer
respected the role of the Church as well as the rights of the
fundamentalists. Dayer did tell his son in 1949 that, "The time has not
yet come to reveal these things. But it soon will come, and when it does
you will understand them!" However, he made it plain that there were
certain things that he could not, at that time, discuss. It was still the
Gentile era and Hyrum's Apostolic keys presided.

PATRIARCHAL PRIESTHOOD REVEALED TO ROSS WESLEY
LEBARON

The only one of Dayer's sons who understood what his father had
during Dayer's lifetime was his second son, Ross Wesley LeBaron (1914-
1996). Ross, like his brother, Ervil, though much earlier, had been
told by his father what position he held. When Ross was first married:

Ross and Dayer were working at the home of Dayer's Uncle,
Don LeBaron, in Tucson. They were in the backyard where
each of them were painting a wagon wheel with linseed oil.
Dayer walked over to Ross and said, "I hold the same
position in my day that Joseph in Egypt held in his day.
[Patriarchal heir to the highest Priesthood keys]. God



commanded me not to reveal my authority, keys, etc. If you
want to know [about it] you must ask God." Then he walked
back to his wheel and continued painting. "Biography of

Ross Wesley LeBaron" [unpublished] by Thomas A. Green from
recorded interviews with Ross, p. 4

On his 30th birthday (the day one begins his patriarchal work under
patriarchal law) Ross was shown in a vision the positions in the Royal
Family of Joseph Smith that were held by his father, Dayer, and his
great-grandfather, Benjamin F. Johnson. On March 8, 1950 Dayer
conferred on Ross all the keys he himself held in the Patriarchal
Priesthood. Then later, about May 15, 1950, Dayer gave Ross a charge to
carry on the Patriarchal work in his stead. One moming, just after
February 19, 1951, Ross awoke and heard a voice tell him, "The
responsibility of the Patriarchal affairs of the House of the Prophet
Joseph Smith is now upon your shoulders." That afternoon Ross
received a phone call from his brother, Verlan, informing him that
Dayer had died.

ONE ANOINTED AND APPOINTED

Ross ordained me, Thomas A. Green, on February 19, 1985 to all

the keys of the Patriarchal Priesthood that he himself held. The only
instruction he ever gave me was at that time — to build a Patriarchal
family. Since that time I have had 26 children, in addition to the

three [ already had. Ross had similarly ordained many others before me
(I was the last man to be ordained by Ross). However, Ross also
anointed me on June 5, 1994 to succeed him one day.

Later, on the morning of January 26, 1996 Ross awoke and heard a

voice say, "It is now time for you to begin your work." Confused, Ross
said, "I thought I already had." The voice responded, "It is now time

to begin to teach publicly the doctrines and history of the Patriarchal
Priesthood.” Ross realized that it had now been 100 years since his

father had received the appointment from Benjamin F. Johnson to succeed
him. The history of this Priesthood was now established and could not

be changed.

On July 29, 1996, Ross found himself once again in the hospital.

This was occurring with increasing frequency. He saw that his health
was gone and he finally recognized that he would not be able to carry
out his work. He took me by the hand and, with a spirit akin to that
described in Joseph's Last Charge, he laid a charge on me, in company
with Jerry Barlow (who presided over Ross' Council), and appointed me
to carry on his Patriarchal work in his stead. On Dec. 31, 1996 Ross
died in his sleep. Exactly one year later, after my adopted son and
myself joined him to observe the anniversary of Ross' death, Jerry
Barlow went to bed and died from a heart attack.

At the time [ received my appointment from Ross to carry on his

work, I thought the responsibility was just to teach about the

Patriarchal Priesthood. However, when I awoke on September 10, 1998, a
voice said to me, "What did you receive from Ross that was any different
from what he received from his father, if not a charge to carry on the
Patriarchal work in his stead." I finally understood the responsibility

that was on my shoulders.

I have just recently, in January 2000, completed a required three

and a half year testation period from the time Ross gave me the charge
to carry on his work. So now I am continuing the Patriarchal work just
as Ross did. I teach and perform ordinances - but only for those who
are led by the Lord to seek it out, only for those who inquire. Neither
do I care how anyone accepts this information when 1 do share it.
That's between them and the Lord.

I don't claim to be a prophet, seer or revelator. Nor am I "the

one mighty and strong." I am simply the one who has been anointed and
appointed to carry on the work of the Father for now — to teach and
perform ordinances. However, it is interesting to me, and was
significant to Ross, that the day I began my work under patriarchal law
~ the day I turned 30 — was June 9, 1978. On the same day the Church
announced that they would give the Priesthood of the Son of God to the
Negro.

So Stan, in answer to your question, "Where is Priesthood authority?" It
is here - in it's fulness — and available to make men independent

Patriarchs in their own right over their own house under the keys and
authority of the Adamic or Patriarchal Priesthood. And, ultimately as
the Lord directs, to anoint men to be Kings and Priests unto the Most
High God, and to lead them to the point where they can be ministered to
by angels and taught by the Spirits of just men made perfect. Then they
will be prepared to receive the Second Comforter who will, in turn,
introduce them to the Father through the veil. And they will achieve the
objective of the Priesthood — to know for a certainty the character of
God.

CONCLUSION

The fundamentalists operate under the sealing keys of Hyrum's

line and they are valid keys. But now that the Times of the Gentiles

are over they cannot preside in those keys. It is a Patriarchal era now
and the keys of the Fulness of the Adamic Priesthood, or the Holy Order
of the Father, restored in the Nauvoo temple now preside. The Church
and the Fundamentalists are free to continue their Apostolic "sifting”
mission. But only those who become Patriarchs in their own right over
their own house under the keys of the Adamic Priesthood can legally
enjoy ALL the benefits of the Holy Order. This includes, as Abraham
said, "the right whereunto [they] should be ordained to administer the
same" to their families. With such an ordination one may perform any
ordinance they themselves have received for any of their posterity.

They then may truly function as a legal administrator in the Kingdom of
God, exercising the Priesthood of the Most High God, and functioning
as a King and Priest unto the Most High God.

So, Stan, . . that’s how I see it.
Regards,

Tom Green

ENDNOTES

"President Joseph Smith, Jun., addressed the assembly and said, the
Melchizedek High Priesthood was no other than the Priesthood of the Son
of God." TPJS 111

Also known as: The Holy Order; The Church of the Firstborn (see next
paragraph); The Patriarchal Order; House of Israel; and The Kingdom of
God. Officers in this organization are: (Men) Patriarchs, Priests and
Kings; and (Women) Matriarchs, Priestesses and Queens — all "unto the
Most High" - the Father. The Patriarchal and Matriarchal councils in
each family, combined, was referred to as "the Holy Order." The

temporal, governmental council (which included some who were not members

of the Holy Order or the Church of the Son) was referred to as the
Council of Fifty as it had about that many members,

THE CHURCH OF THE FIRSTBORN:

Christ is often referred to as "the Firstborn," as he was, indeed, the
firstborn of all of Adam's spirit children. However the term "Church of
the Firstborn" has reference to the Father's Church. The only exposi-
tion of the subject in the Journals of Discourse connects the Church of
the Firstborn with the Father:

"... the Kingdom of God ... is organized after the order of God [not
the order of the Son of God], and it is organized after the order

of the Church of the Firstborn. Let me explain what the Church of
the Firstborn is. It is the first Church that ever was raised up

upon this earth; that is, the first bom Church. That is what |

mean: and when God our Father organized that Church, He organized
it just as His Father organized the Church on the earth where He
dwelt; ... (JD 5:129)"

Abraham also references an Adamic origin when he explained how he
received the patri-lineal Priesthood and the "right of the Firstborn"
(the right to stand in Adam's place in His absence from the earth).
Abraham knew he had a right to it by descent, since, as he said, "the
records have come into my hands (Abraham 1:28)":

"It was conferred upon me from the fathers; it came down from the
fathers, from the beginning of time, yea, even from the beginning,
or before the foundations of the earth to the present time, even



the right of the firstborn, on the first man, who is Adam, our

first father, through the fathers unto me. I sought for mine
appointment unto the Priesthood according to the appointment of God
unto the fathers concering the seed (Abraham 1:3-4)."

Joseph also equated the Firstbon with the Father, or Adam, in his
Egyptian Grammar and Alphabet with his definition of the Egyptian "Zub
Zool oan: The Firstborn, or the first man or father of fathers. (p. 2)

Phah eh: The first man, or Adam, coming from Adam, Keys or right over
Patriarchal [Priesthood], right by appointment. (p. 3)" So here Joseph
indicates that Adam is the Firstborn. And he also indicates that there

is a right that comes by appointment — the "right of the Firstborn" -

that Abraham had obtained. Joseph made further connection, also in
Egyptian Grammar and Alphabet, with the right of the Firstborn and the
lineage through which the Patriarchal Priesthood descends:

Kiah broam: Coming down from the beginning, First born right or
blessings. (p. 13)

Baeth Ka:  Adam or the first man, or the first King. (p. 23)

Baeth Ku:  The next from Adam, one ordained under him, a patriarch:
aright of the first bormn. (p. 33)

Ba eth Ki:  The third patriarch: a right of the first born. (p. 31)

Ba eth Ko:  The fourth patriarch from Adam, the right of the first
bomn. (p. 29)

So here we see a development of that patriarchal chain - the "right of
the Firstborn" - that Abraham sought. It passed down the right to

preside over Adam's family, in his stead, and preside over the
government of God on the earth. The Church of the Firstborn — the
Church of Adam, the Father — was a theocratic Patriarchal order. Parley
P. Pratt explained that "The order of God's government, both in time and
in eternity, is patriarchal; (MS 5:189)." Joseph illustrated the
patriarchal nature of the Church of the Firstborn — the Kingdom of God,
God's theocratic government on earth — in further definitions in
Egyptian Grammar and Alphabet:

Hoeooph ah ohah eh: Patriarchal government or authority; a land
governed according to the pattern or order given to the patriarchs
or fathers, rules and laws of a government administered by the
direction of heaven or God. A people living under the laws of the
Gospel: or that law by which they may be sanctified and see the
face of God [the purpose of the Holy Order]. A priestly
government: a government administered by the authority of the
priesthood, less or under the patriarchal [priesthood]; (p. 5,6)

Zool: From any or some fixed period of time back to the beginning
of creation, showing the chronology of the patriarchs, the right of
priesthood, and the lineage through whom it shall be continued by
promise. (p. 7) Zool: Signifying the lineage that lawfully holds

the keys of the Kingdom of God by promise. (p. 11)

Another connection of the Church of the Firstborn with the Father comes
in the purpose of temples. The temples are built to the Father, not the
Son (reference and quote cited on p. 5 of this treatise). Brigham Young
explained that "The ordinances of the house of God are expressly for

the Church of the Firstborn (JD 8:154)." Therefore, if the temples are
built to the Father, and the ordinances performed there are for the
Church of the Firstborn, it follows then that the Church of the

Firstborn is the Father's Church.

The first principle of the Gospel of Christ is Faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. The Nephites were chastised by Christ for contending over what
His doctrine was or was not (III Nephi 11:28). He then declared
repeatedly that His Gospel consists of: Faith, Repentance, Baptism &
Gift of the Holy Ghost. (I1I Nephi 11: 31-39). The Lord concluded by
warning:

"And whoso shall declare more or less than this, and establish it for
my doctrine, the same cometh of evil, and is not built upon my rock; ..."
(verse 40).

D&C 84:26-27
"Therefore, he took Moses out of their midst, and the Holy
Priesthood also; and the lesser priesthood continued, which
priesthood holdeth the key of the ministry of angels and the
preparatory gospel; which gospel is the gospel of repentance and
of baptism, and the remission of sins ...."

Referring to this incident in the Inspired Version it reads:

"... for I will take away the priesthood out of their midst; therefore my
holy order, and the ordinances [the endowment] thereof, shall not go
before them, ..." JST Exodus 34:1

Dé&C 109:62: "We, who are identified with the Gentiles." Orson Pratt
said:
"Says one — "Whom do you call Gentiles?' Every nation excepting the
literal descendants of Israel. We, the Latter-day Saints, are
Gentiles; in other words we have come from among the Gentile nations,
though many of us may have the blood of Israel within our veins."
1.D. 18:64

"It is the First Principle of the Gospel [of the Father] to know for a
certainty the Character of God [the Father| (TPJS 345)." It is a long
way from faith in the Son to certain knowledge of the Father. The
Gospel of the Father also includes Endowments, Patriarchal marriage, etc.
"The ordinances of the house of God are expressly for the Church of the
Firstborn (J D 8:154)." In the original endowment, teaching who God
really was, at the Lecture at the veil, was in keeping with the "First
Principle” of this Gospel — to know the character of God.

Abraham 1:3-4:
"It was conferred upon me from the fathers; it came down from the
fathers, from the beginning of time, yea, even from the beginning,
or before the foundations of the earth to the present time, even
the right of the firstborn, on the first man, who is Adam, our
first father, through the fathers unto me. | sought for mine
appointment unto the Priesthood according to the appointment of God
unto the fathers concerning the seed.”

From the wording of ordination to the Patriarchal Priesthood.

Concerning Priesthood descending by lineage see also:

"Therefore, thus saith the Lord unto you, with whom the priesthood
hath continued through the lineage of your fathers — For ye are
lawful heirs, according to the flesh, and have been hid from the
world with Christ in God — Therefore your life and the priesthood
have remained, and must needs remain through you and your lineage
until the restoration of all things spoken by the mouths of all the
holy prophets since the world began." D&C 86:8-10

"For this anointing have I put upon his [Joseph's] head, that his
blessing shall also be put upon the head of his posterity after
him. And as I said unto Abraham concerning the kindreds of the
carth, even so | say unto my servant Joseph: In thee and in thy
seed shall the kindred of the earth be blessed." 124:57-58

See D&C 18:9 "And now, Oliver Cowdery, ... | speak unto you , even as
unto Paul mine apostle, for you are called even with that same calling
with which he was called." Also Unpublished Revelations, Vol 1, 8:4
Romans 11:13 "For I am the apostle to the Gentiles, and I magnify my
calling."

D&C 84:6-17

TPIS 169 "Abel ... was sent down from heaven unto Paul ... to commit
unto him a knowledge of the mysteries of godliness." TPJS 170 "... and
appeared unto Jude as Abel did unto Paul.”

D&C 124: 95: "and [that Hyrum] be crowned with the same blessing, and
glory, and honor, and PRIESTHOOD, that once were put upon him that was
my servant Oliver Cowdery."

D&C 135:4-5

In the Trial of Benjamin Winchester in Nauvoo 27 May 1843, Joseph
Smith said, "The patriarchal office is the highest office in the
church, and Father Smith conferred on Hyrum on his deathbed." BYU
Studies, vol. 16, #2, pp. 201-202, Winter 1976.

D&C 124: 124 — The Lord, in giving the officers of His Church (the
Son's) lists the Patriarch first, President second, etc. The very first

issue addressed by Jos. F. Smith upon becoming President of the Church
(after explaining why he reorganized the 1st Presidency) was to read

this reference placing the Patriarch at the head. He said:



"It may be considered strange that the Lord should give first of
all the Patriarch; yet I do not know any law, any revelation or any
commandment from God to the contrary, that has ever been given
through any of the Prophets or Presidents of the Church. At the
same time we well know that this order has not been strictly
followed from the day we came into these valleys until now--and we
will not make any change at present. But we will first take it into
consideration; we will pray over it, we will get the mind of the
Spirit of God upon it, as upon other subjects, and be united before
we take any action different to that which has been done."
Conference Report, November 1901, p.71

TPIJS 318: "and I will advance your Prophet to be a Priest, and then
to a King" (offices in the Patriarchal Order)

D&C 124: 93:
" That whoever he [Hyrum] blesses shall be blessed, and whoever he
curses shall be cursed; that whatsoever he shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever he shall loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven."

Commenting on this passage, Apostle John W. Taylor said:
"But the power to seal on earth and it shall be sealed in heaven
belongs to every Patriarch in the Church of Christ." Conference
Report, October 1900, p.32

Benjamin F. Johnson, in his letter to Joseph F. Smith, said:

“... let us remember that by revelation [Joseph| had Reorganized the
Holy Priesthood and by command of the Lord D&C 124:124 had taken
from the first presidency his brother Hyrum to hold as Patriarch

sealing power, the first and highest honor due to Priesthood."
Unpublished Revelations Vol. 1, 61:32

"Lorin C. Woolley informed [Francis M. Darter] that in 1911 his
father, John W. Woolley, then the oldest acting patriarch in the
church, received the Keys of the Patriarchal order under the hands of
John Smith." Keys of the Kingdom — Where?, Francis M. Darter, March,
1945. John Smith died 6 Nov. 1911. He was succeeded by his grandson,
Hyrum Gibb Smith, oldest son of Hyrum Fisher Smith, oldest son of John
Smith who was the oldest son of Hyrum Smith, brother to the Prophet
Joseph.

Rulon Allred:
"There were just five of us around Joseph [Musser], and he had
tears in his eyes and said he had been with the Lord,. I pled with
Him to give you your second endowments [anointings], and He said,
"No." This is our position as far as you are concemed [speaking to
his, Rulon's, council]. I have pled with the Lord for you to come
into the presence of God, and this has not been possible.™
Treasures of Knowledge, Vol. 1, p. 101

TIMES OF THE GENTILES:
D&C 45:24-25, as well as Luke 21:24, indicate that when the Jews who
have been scattered finally retum to their homeland, the Times of the
Gentiles will be fulfilled. The nation of Israel was officially created
in April 1948. Benjamin F. Johnson's autobiography, "My Life's
Review," was referred to by Church Historian, Joseph Fielding Smith, as
"The greatest treasure house of early church historical information
ever left by a single man . . ." Apostle John A Widtsoe said, "
[Benjamin F. Johnson's] book, My Life's Review, is a fine literary work
and the history there is something you can find no place else —
especially concemning the early days of the Church" (My Life's Review,
p. iv). Inthis work, p. 344-45, Benjamin F. Johnson pointed out in
1890 that it was only halfway through the Times of the Gentiles
(1830-1890);

"January 1, 1890. This is the year to which many have looked as a
period for great events. To me it is the middle hour of the night

of darkness before the Millennial dawn or the coming of Christ in
His power. The first sixty years of the Church, just half of the
period of the one hundred and twenty years that God allotted to
Noah as the days of a man. Just one half of 'this generation' which
should not 'pass away until all these things are fulfilled.' So may
we not look for another sixty years in which to preach the Gospel
[of the Son], ... And at the end of another sixty years, may not the

sun of righteousness arise and the Sabbath of rest have come for
the earth?”

Christ, quoting the Father in III Nephi 16:10, indicated that the keys
to preside would transfer from the Gentiles to the Patriarchal Order
(referred to by God the Father [in this passage], Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young as "Israel"). Also, Romans 11: 25" . . . blindness in
part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come
it

Unfortunately [ am not at liberty to give the source on this
information. I can only swear by affirmation that such has been
reported by a general authority in a good position to know.

The Kirtland temple was built for, and accepted by, Christ as the
restoration in that temple was for the benefit of the Order of the Son.
It was a level of the Father's Priesthood that was restored there to
provide the benefits of the Patriarchal Order during the 120 year
probationary period of the Gentiles. See TPJS 110 "... spent the night
previously in waiting upon the Lord [Christ] in His temple [Kirtland].. ..
it was expedient for the brethren to tarry all night and worship before
the Lord in His house."

D&C 124: 27-28. Also:
"And again, verily I say unto you, | command you again to build a
house to my name [the Nauvoo Temple], even in this place, that you
may prove yourselves unto me that ye are faithful in all things
whatsoever I command you, that I may bless you, and crown you with
honor, immortality, and etemnal life.” D&C 124:55

THE POWER OF MELCHIZEDEK:
TPIS p. 323. Stephen said in a recent post
(http://www.egroups.com/group/mormon-polygamy/) that the Melchizedek
Priesthood was "a notch above" the Patriarchal. I'm sure he takes this
position because in the same speech that Joseph made the statement
above (TPJS p. 323) he referred to the power that Melchizedek held as
being above the Patriarchal. Like Stephen, people naturally get it
confused with the Melchizedek Priesthood they're familiar with — that
in the Church of the Son. However, just because Shem held the highest
power that is given to man, and his name was also Melchizedek, it does
not mean that all power he held is what is commonly called "Melchizedek
Priesthood." Joseph referred to every priesthood, from Aaronic all the
way up to the priesthood of translated beings, as "Melchizedek." He
said that "All Priesthood is Melchizedek, but there are different
portions or degrees of it (TPJS 180)." He, of course, included the power
that Melchizedek held as the highest degree, leading to people
confusing it with the Holy Priesthood after the Son of God (D&C 107:3).

While it's true that Melchizedek held a higher power than Patriarchal
Priesthood, it is NOT the Priesthood of the Son. A reading of Joseph’s
word's (TPJS 323), especially in connection with the Inspired Version,
(JST) Genesis 14:24 shows that men holding this power and authority
receive it "not by man, nor the will of man" [as one does Apostolic
Priesthood], "neither by father or mother" [as one does Patriarchal
Priesthood], "neither by beginning of days nor end of years" [by

seniority as in the Council of Fifty], "but of God. And it was

delivered unto men by the calling of [God's] own voice, according to
[God's] own will, . . ." It goes on further to state in this passage

that men receiving this Priesthood from God had power over the elements.
And ultimately "men having this faith, coming up unto this order of God,
were translated and taken up into heaven."

This then is the priesthood of translated beings. This passage describes

a Priesthood that one can only receive from God, not man. Relative to
the exposition above about this power Joseph "All the prophets ... were
ordained by God himself (TPJS 181)." Also: "Now the doctrine of
translation is a power which belongs to this Priesthood.... Thus we
behold the keys of this Priesthood consisted in obtaining the voice of
Jehovah ... (TPJS 170-171)" Presumably this happens after being taught by
the spirits of just men made perfect (see TPJS p. 325) and receives the
personal ministrations of the Savior and is personally introduced by

Him to the Father (TPJS p.150-151). It was after Abraham had received
the Patriarchal Priesthood from Melchizedek that he obtained the higher
Priesthood from God: "The sacrifice required of Abraham in the offering
up of Isaac, shows that if a man would attain to the keys of the



kingdom of and endless life; he must sacrifice all things (TPJS 322)."
Once a man obtains this Priesthood that can only be conferred by God, he
still retains his office received in the lower Patriarchal Priesthood

of King and Priest to the Most High. Once these things have happened
men having received this Priesthood directly from God then have power
to control the elements and are translated and taken up into heaven.

This is NOT describing any priesthood holders I've seen in the Church
and Priesthood of the Son (or the Priesthood of the Father, for that
matter).

Words of Joseph Smith, Andrew Ehat, p. 43. In the footnote to this
prophecy Ehat goes to great lengths to explain away the future tense
used by Joseph refuting the idea that there would be any more
restoration than what the Church had already been aware of. However,
following the restoration in the Kirtland Temple, Joseph had already
hinted at future restorations: "therefore all things had under the
authority of the Priesthood at any former period, shall be had again,
bringing to pass the restoration spoken by the mouth of all the Holy
Prophets;" TPJS 173

While it was preferable that these "ordinances" - the endowment — be
administered in the Temple, it was not a necessity. They were
administered in Nauvoo, previous to the completion of the temple, in
other locations. And in Utah they were administered on Ensign Peak and
in various endowment houses. It was not primarily for the reception of
endowments (by a people who had already evacuated the area) that they
pressed for the completion of the Temple. There had to be a greater
reason: the fulfillment of the promised restoration.

While the Church leaders entertained ideas of selling the Temple:
"... the temple as such was never sold. However, by warranty
deed, dated March 11, 1848, recorded November 12, 1848, the
Trustees-in- Trust for the Church conveyed the temple block
and some other lands and lots [the Mansion house, intended
for Joseph's Patriarchal family] to David T. LeBaron."

(Nauvoo: The City of Joseph, p. 119, David E. Miller, 1978)

David T. LeBaron was Benjamin F. Johnson's double brother-in-law:
Johnson was married to LeBaron's sister, and LeBaron was married to
Johnson's sister, Esther. The importance of building the Mansion house
was linked in D&C 124 with the Nauvoo Temple. It belonged to the
patriarchal posterity of Joseph forever:

"And now I say unto you, as pertaining to my boarding house which I
have commanded you to build ... let it be built unto my name, and let
my name be named upon it, and let my servant Joseph and his
[Patriarchal] house have place therein, from generation to generation.. ..
Therefore, let my servant Joseph and his seed after him have place

in that house, from generation to generation, forever and ever,

saith the Lord. And let the name of that house be called the Nauvoo
House; " D&C 124:57, 59

Times & Seasons 5:666-67

INDEPENDENT PATRIARCHS:

Joseph explained that Abraham was ordained by his ancestor, Melchizedek.

"Melchizedek ordained Abraham and sent him away. Abraham rejoiced,
saying, Now I have a priesthood' (TPJS 323)." Abraham did not have to
"follow the living Prophet [Melchizedek]" waiting for instruction.
Rather, Joseph said, "Abraham was guided in all his family affairs by
the Lord. (TPJS 251)."

Joseph pursued that same type of divinely directed government in his
Patriarchal Order. See TPJS p. 326 - "I anointed him to the patriarchal
power - to receive the keys of knowledge and power, by revelation to
himself." and p. 333 — "I want every man who goes [to the Rocky
Mountains] to be a King and Priest. When he gets on the mountains, he
may want to talk with his God.” George Miller Diary: "May 4, 1842 -
Joseph washed and anointed [us] as Kings and Priests to God, and over
the house of Israel"

When Joseph made men Kings and Priests they received all the keys of
the priesthood that one man can give another. Orson Hyde wrote to
Ebenezer Robinson just two months after the death of Joseph and
explained that:

"To us [in the Holy Order] were committed the Keys of the Kingdom
and every gift, key and power, that Joseph ever had, confirmed upon
our heads by an anointing." (The Return, diary of Ebenezer Robin-
son, Vol. 2, p. 253)

This included the right, by the authority of the Patriarchal Priesthood,

to administer the ordinances to their own family. Joseph then intended
that Kings and Priests should take their families, both natural

and adopted, and establish their own Zion separate from the Church.
Brigham Young explained the completeness of authority by one aftaining
this position, regardless of his position in the Church of the Son, as

well as the beauty and eternal nature of the Patriarchal Order:

"Pres. Young said when he began again he should pay no respect to
quorums - every man that comes in [to the Holy Order] is washed and
anointed by good men and it makes no difference. Every man that
gets his endowments whether he is a High Priest or Seventy may go
into any part of the world and build up the Kingdom if he has the
Keys [received in the Second Anointings] - or on to any island. We
have been ordained to the Melchizedek Priesthood which is the highest
order of Priesthood and it has many branches or offices - and those
who come in here have received the fullness of the Priesthood, all

that can be given on earth, for Brother Joseph said he had given us

all that could be given [by man] to [another] man on the earth."
(Diary of Heber C. Kimball, 26 December 1845)

"In the Patriarchal order of government, each and every ruler is
independent in his sphere, his rule extending to those below, and

not to those above him, in the same order. . . . We can conceive of

no higher, or more perfect order of government than that which is
embraced in Patriarchal, [for] both subjects and rulers, each
possessing almighty rights and powers - almighty rulers over those
who have descended from them, at the same time rendering all honor
and power to those from whom they have descended. What a glorious
system of order is here portrayed - one in which an innumerable
succession of Gods, Patriarchs, and rulers can reign forever in the
greatest possible harmony that can be comprehended by intelligences,
while each is independent in his position, as is all intelligence."
(Brigham Young, Millennial Star 15:801-804)

Lyman Wight had been appointed by Joseph to establish his own separate
Patriarchal system in Texas. He settled there with about 150 followers
from his adopted family. Since Lyman was still a member of the Quorum
of Twelve, after the body of the Church settled in Utah Brigham sent
men to Texas to persuade Lyman to come and bring his "family" to Utah.
Lyman replied that he had just as much right to call the Twelve (or
rather eleven) to Texas as Brigham did to call him to Utah. Brigham
later cut Lyman off the Church (making his spot in the Q of 12 available
to someone else). But doing so did not rob Lyman of any Priesthood
authority in the Church of the Father as he had received all the keys

of the priesthood that Joseph held independent of the Church of the

Son. However, he did not build a successful Patriarchal Order and it

fell apart. I believe that this was because it was still the Times of

the Gentiles and he should have stayed close to the Apostolic
organization of the Church. It would've assisted him in strengthening

his Patriarchal family.

http://www.egroups.com/group/mormon-polygamy/ Feb. 04 "Prophets,
Seers and Revelators"

Seven of Johnson's daughters married five of David LeBaron's sons -
their first cousins. Some have said that's why there's problems in the
LeBaron line. But today virtually all the descendants of these
marriages, with the exception of some of Dayer’s posterity, are active
in the Church.

Testimony of Dayer's son, Ervil, recorded by his sister, Esther
LeBaron Spencer. This account has been published by Esther in "Benjamin
F. Johnson and the Priesthood Scepter," Colonial LeBaron, Chihuahua,
Mexico September 1997 (republishing an open letter originally written
December 8, 1957), p. 21. It is also contained in the (unpublished)
"Biography of Ross Wesley LeBaron," by Thomas A. Green.

According to My Life's Review, Benjamin was a little disappointed
that his inheritance received from Joseph in Missouri was on a hill at
Adam-Ondi-Ahman, not on the fertile valley floor. When he complained



to Joseph the Prophet told him that his inheritance was the place where
Adam had built an altar unto God. Benjamin felt better realizing that
he was heir to Adam's most sacred spot. After Benjamin had entered
plural marriage Joseph sealed Benjamin and his wife by the Holy Spirit
of Promise, and sealed them up to etemal life. He then alluded to
future blessings and promises on the head of Benjamin saying, "Your
life is hid with Christ in God." (See the Journal of William Clayton,

May 16-17, 1843, published by Jerald and Sandra Tanner, Salt Lake City,

Utah; original in the vault of The First Presidency, Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah. Also History of the
Church, vol. 5, pp. 392-393). This was a direct reference to the passage
in the D&C where God talks about the heirs by lineage to the Priesthood:

"For ye are lawful heirs, according to the flesh, and have been hid
from the world with Christ in God — Therefore your life and the
priesthood have remained, and must needs remain through you and
your lineage until the restoration of all things spoken by the

mouths of all the holy prophets since the world began." D&C 86:8-10

Had it been a patriarchal era his offices would've been "Patriarch,
Priest and King."

http://www.egroups.com/group/mormon-polygamy/ Feb. 09 "Prophets,
Seers and Revelators"

"Life of Louis A. Kelsch, Sr.,” Patriarchal Blessings contained in
the Appendix

Benjamin F. Johnson's letter to George F. Gibbs was published by Dean
Zimmerman, Horizon Publishers, 1976, under the tile, "I Knew the
Prophets." From it comes the Church's best claim for Brigham to preside
over the Church: the Last Charge. However, when writers in the Church
report this incident they often neglect the part where Joseph said he
rolled the responsibility of bearing off the Kingdom onto the shoulders
of the Twelve "in connection with this council [Council of Fifty / Holy
Order]." (See "Succession in the Presidency" by Reed Durham). The
manuscript version of Johnson's autobiography, "My Life's Review,"
contains an even more specific reference, which was left out of the
published edition of the comments on page 99, as to who the keys of the
kingdom were given to:

"At one of the last meetings of the Council of Fifty after all had

been completed and the Keys of power committed, and in the presence
of the Quorum of the Twelve and others who were encircled around
him, he arose, gave a review of his life and sufferings, and of the
testimonies he had borne, and said that the Lord had now accepted

his labors and sacrifices, and did not require him longer to carry

the responsibilities and burden and bearing of this Kingdom, and
turning to those around him, including the twelve, he said, 'And in

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I now place it upon you my brethren
of this Council, and I shake my skirts clear of all responsibility

from this time forth," springing from the floor and shaking his

skirt."

Geo. Q. Cannon admitted that:

"It was by virtue of this authority [Brigham's position in the Holy
Order], on the death of Joseph, that President Young, as President

of the Quorum of the Twelve, presided over the Church." JD 13:49

It was not by virtue of any position Brigham held in the Church of the
Son that gave him the right to preside after the death of Joseph, but
by his position in the Church of the Father.

"Benjamin F. Johnson and the Priesthood Scepter," p. 22

"Biography of Ross Wesley LeBaron” [unpublished] by Thomas A. Green.

The Patriarchal affairs of the House of Joseph Smith are to establish
and perpetuate the doctrines and ordinances of the Church of the
Firstborn.

Abraham 1:2
Joseph Smith:

"Whenever men can find out the will of God [through the True Order
of Prayer — the keys whereby we may ask and receive] and find an

administrator legally authorized from God, there is the kingdom of
God, but where these are not, the kingdom of God is not." TPJS 274

"And this greater priesthood administereth the gospel and holdeth

the key of the mysteries of the kingdom even the key of the knowledge
of God [1st principle- to know the character of God]. Therefore, in

the ordinances thereof [the endowment, True Order of Prayer, etc.]
the power of godliness is manifest. And without the ordinances
thereof, and the authority of the [Father's] priesthood, the power

of godliness is not manifest unto men in the flesh. For without this

no man can see the face of God, even the Father, and live."

D&C 84:19-22



Why We Talk To The Media
By Tom Green
1999

Show off! Egotist! Fool!

That’s what I thought when | used to watch Alex Joseph
on TV. I agreed with my friend from Colorado City
when, with great contempt and disgust, he spoke about
how men like Alex Joseph and Harold Blackmore were
casting pearls before swine when they discussed their
plural marriage lifestyle with the media.

Sometime ago one of my wives from Colorado City was
talking with one of her old friends. Her friend said that
they had seen us on television. My wife asked her what
the people there thought about her husband going on
TV. Her friend replied, “Oh, they just think he’s an ass.”
When | heard that, I realized that was the same thing I
had thought of Alex Joseph for going on TV; an
ignorant, arrogant ass. And I got to thinking about how
now I’ve ended up in the same media boat with Alex.
And I realized that nobody understands why I have. But
we really had no choice.

In 1986 1 would never have considered having my or my
wives names or pictures in the press. About that time a
friend said that a writer, Carolyn Campbell, of Utah
Holiday Magazine, wanted to do an article on polygamy;
not whether it is right or wrong, but what it’s like to live
it. She wanted to interview a plural family. My wives
and I talked it over, and decided that it might be helpful
for the public to understand what this lifestyle is really
like; that it might dispel some of the myths and
misconceptions that people have about plural marriage.

However, we were not willing to go public. We passed
on word to the writer that we would only do the
interview if she would not use our names or pictures.
And just to insure ourselves against a betrayal by the
writer, we gave her phony names and then told her not
to use them. Besides, | was acquainted with Bob Coles,
the publisher of Utah Holiday Magazine; I did business
with him on a regular basis. Bob had no idea that I had
more than one wife and [ wanted to keep it that way.

Carolyn Campbell also interviewed two other families

who agreed to talk on condition of anonymity. They did
a good job of helping us shed light on the nature of this
lifestyle and it’s challenges. However, much as Carolyn
Campbell and her editor begged, we continued to refuse

to allow our names or pictures to be used in the
magazine. Finally Royston Potter and his three wives
agreed to pose for the cover photo. (It was too late for
them anyway: they were already known to the public.)
That issue of Utah Holiday became one of the biggest
selling issues for the magazine. The Salt Lake County
library reported that they had to keep their copy in a
locked case because patrons kept stealing the copies that
they put out on the racks.

Later, Carolyn negotiated with a magazine to run a
version of the story. However, they said that they would
not do the article without pictures of the people. Carolyn
assured them that none of the families would agree. The
magazine asked her to go back and ask them to
reconsider. When Carolyn approached us and asked us
to reconsider, we did. And we still all agreed that we
didn’t want any publicity. We decided to pray about it
and confirm our decision with God, which we did.

The next morning, just as I awoke, I heard a voice say to
me, “Don’t hide your light under a bushel, but let your
light so shine before men that they will see your good
works and glorify your Father in Heaven.” I told my
wives what I had heard and that I understood from it that
God wanted us to be an example that plural marriage
can work. They asked me why God would want that.
didn’t know. They asked me how we could possibly tell
very many people that it can work. | told them that was
God’s problem. I wasn’t about to go out seeking
exposure. We have never sought out the media. They
have always come to us. However, neither will we
refuse to explain our lifestyle when asked to. We are not
ashamed of our beliefs, and we are certainly not
ashamed of our family. But we don’t enjoy having to
think of explanations on the spur of the moment to
defend what we know to be pure and holy.

I knew from my research that historically there has been
a lot of misunderstanding, prejudice, injustice, and
persecution of people who live what Joseph Smith called
“the Most Holy Principle.” And I realized that, still
today, people fear what they don’t understand. So I
hoped that if people could see that this lifestyle is not
about all the myths, if they could see that this is really
about family, then it might diffuse some of the prejudice
that exists, and has existed, toward plural marriage.

We have never tried to proselyte or persuade anyone
that this is what they should do. Only God should direct
people as to how they should live their lives. Since all of
us are different, I don’t presume that the course God
would have me pursue is the same course everyone else



