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Article written at reguest of wonan's Digest but not
sccepted (obviously .story of .i.lba . uabel)

I Am g Polyy .|J'.if°

cmous

Jy story starts in 1933; my cister and I were residents of
= lerge western mimme cl""‘s-na member of an avera.e ..ormon family of 8.

David «artin wes 27 years old and a member of the hi.h Friestiiood .« |
of our 3tcke. uembe:rs of my femil, became sequainted with him when he i
spoke at one of .ur .ard conferences. .hen [ hesrd Bro lartin bear his
testimony my heart thrill.d with the jo, of the -lzd messaze and L1 could
not help but feel zs il here was a men who radiated povodness. He was
tz:11l, blonde, end, I thou.hi, remeriedly good-looxing.

Tonen there .asGro .hitehezsd,” wiho was one of the rresiding brethren
from SLC. ‘hough in his lete 60's, he was filled w/spirit of jouth and
radiated tie pododnegs s co .on to those wrno believe in and zbide by the
les of God.

Parents converted in old country.

At stert of story zileen :snd I nad graduated fr high sch.ol w/high
honors. GHsd men. boy friends but hadn't found tre ideal of physiecel,
zpiritual and mentel acquirements. Active in our Church duties znd rejoiced
in ascsociations w/people of our feith.

une evening Daddy came upon mmwewesssus scriptural cassa.e in

Isaieh 4:1, which said in thc lest days seven & women shi.ld teke rold of
cne man ;nd ey, ™ub will eat our o n bread and wear our . n apparel, only
12t us be called by thy nsme to take away our reproach.," TiLis passa.e

ne explalned to us, then recd other scriptures and explained practice of
polygemy among the zncient people of God. also sb.ut Jos Smith.

Goes out with bvo, friend, Marcus 3zlour, zuarrels. e parted in
angcer; 1 seriously thought zbout th:se things. I had heard Bro Marctin
teer nis testimon. zbout the divine origin and beaut: of plural marriage.
ae redisted -ove and goodness snd to hear nim taelk was to maike you want
to de good wnd obey the counsnds of God, .hatever they mi_ht be. I said
to m; self, "By their fruits ye skell kmow them.M I'd rather be & tenth
wife tu a men like David Lartin than the cn%&nd only of ..arcus Bzl.ur,”

Some time later g meeting wes held =t .ur nome. All who at ended
v:ere members of the Church end some of _.ur dearest friends. I knew in
advence that Zro Whitchesd and sther good men frum S L C were . be there,
end 1 res-.lved to uask the .uestions in .y =aind.

«ben we were z11 to.ether that evening, Bro whiteresad arvse =nd
szid, 'liow. Br> Jensen, this is —-our home. -egardless of >tkher euthority
ir the earth, vod reccgnizes your authority here, znd you, therefore,
preside. .hat is ;our desire?" at my fzthker's reguest, bBro whitehesad
teok charge .r the meeting. after & sun,, :=nd a humble prayer orfered
cgkin, God to gcuide =znd instruct us, Bro nshitehead asked Bro «artin to
spesk. Le arose end ssked, "Is there anythin. pertaining t. the wospel
sou would like to discuss? e are nere to .ain kno.ledgce. +e have the
zlders of the Lord here to instruct us, and I am confident ve will
heve sufficient of the cpirit of the word so that no gquestion need go
unanswered. "

I asked, "Do people enter plurzl mar:ria.e for evil ressons, =nd
1s it necessary to live in plural marricie tc be exclted w/God?"

oro Whitehesd sns.ered, "Some people mi.ht enter tnat law for
evil purposes, but toat is ..ot iikely. wnly the best LDS sre alloved o
take .iore thai one . ife. Livery man must Cirst prove before the friesthood
that he has th: capacit,, love and wortiiness to assume the .re 't
responsibilities of thiz heavenly law. Lvil men would hardly assume the
certein ridicule of the world .nd the duties of providing for meny
vives and children, for the could easil. _rztif. their evil _esires
c..d =zvoid these thin.s."
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asks question sbout adam - Zve. 3ro =artin from seriptures proves
sdem fro: another world and dr.u.ht one of his wives, Eve, w/him. Later
hed other wives, the scriptures telliny; of Lillith, w/red hair. Cihims
mono.emy oripinsated in pesan xome, 'When rcobers f.unded that cit:, the-
stole tieir ives from the neighboring Sszbines, and they made a law a:einst
an., men naving mo.e thza one wife, since wumen could only be stolen at
crect hazards." I was shown thet abranaa's plurel fe:ily-patiern was
spread .ut before “od and had His entire approvel. PFPeter, James, Joln
end even Ch.ist were poly._amists, Christ could not hove xxx consistently
said, "Tzke urthy cross and follow me,” if he -Zailed to live a single
comend of Lis Father in heaven, wvio hud oiven the first commandment to
".ultiply and revienish th: earth." “hc ancient pnilJssorher Celsus tells
us that Vhrist and others of the apostles were hated and hunted to dezth
beczuse the. hszd so many wives.

"But," I ventured, "ig poly.amy right :hen the sexes are s. equally
dividedr™"

Bro whiteheed calm.y answered, "The sexes zre not ecuall; diviced.
There has ever teen more _ood, faithful women thet virile, clean, - odly men,"

I was told the udanifesto was not a revelation, nor the result of
& reveletion, but unly an a.reement with the Government. <The Friesthood
wihich presides over the Church has zlways xept that prineiple elive. Si::
of the prophets of God promised it should never bs done awvay,

In enswer to fervent prayer, I received a teztimony that the practice
was ri.ht and .ust .e lived by all who a-e to bvecome like God.

I be.asn t. think, "jouldn't it ve wonderful if ZEileenand I cculd
alweys be tosether?" ;

Jften 1 tnought of the rsromised sufferings that always came ipon
those wno lived ell the commandments of wod., I wondered if I could endure
being hated by the world becsuse I was a plurzl wife., I would sometimes
waver. Dul then these words came to me: 'Ye are not of the world, for I
have ci.osen jyou out of the world; therefore the world will hate you."

"The servant is not gresater than the mzgter. Eemember they hsted me bef.re
they hated ,ou.”" "Blessed sre they wi.o hunger snd thirst &fter righteousness,
for the. shall be filled w/the =.ly Ghost." Truly it wasthe holy Ghost

wiio reveeled these things to me---my heart filled to overflowing.

I found little cumfort i th: regular meetin,s of the ward. <he
ni.her laws were seldom touched upon. =nd if mentioned, vere pushed
agide as i the instructors were afraid or ashamed of them. I be_an to
see tiat .m0ost of us .ormons had bvec.me .ilze the rest of the =.rld.

"All men spoke well of us," as they had done to the false prophe.s of God.
e were loved by the world because we had become like them. Truly e
were ashamed of the "fullness of the everlastin, covenants' and I felt
sure that the Father would be ashemed of us.

In the next yeer or two, uva, wife of Bro wgrtin, becsme :ne of
my ceazrest-friends. I znew I loved her kusvand, but I dered not v ice
this fuct even to myself, He mm# vossessed every attribuce I had sver
dreamed of finding in one who I could love for time end eternity. —

vne evenin, Eve calmly asked, "Jsnice, ,ou love my husbend, don't
~ou?" I was overcome and entirel; speecnless. we were zlone on a sheady
street. ©2he stopped me, and, louokin. into iy eyes while there vere
tears in her ovn, she exclaimed, "Bless .our sweet heart, I have iciown it
for = lon. time. Iou need not be afraid to tell me." nly then did I dsre
confess my love. «ith our arms around eeci other, I confessed m: love for
the hustand of this Saint---she wes trul; a Saint. e strolled toward
aome in a helo of ha piness that denied speech. ZEva said, "I hzve talked
to Devid sbout o4, dear. *“e has Loved ;ou since he first met sou, but
he welted wntil I, too, felt that love, cnd could come wund tolk to . ou.™
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A little leter vavid end I approsched Daddy « iLlother, I was
trembling =nd David's hand was unstead =28 he held my hend snd asked oy
perents if they could consent to my becoming his wife. I can still see
the shoek on Daddy's race. "I don't tiink Janice knows her mind," he
seid. 'You can't ect in haste in things as importent as t.is. I am not
sure . ou could live thet way and ve happy in the world of today." <here
were a number of gtuttering sug.estions of this kind before he finally
said, "Give her four or © years to tuink it over."

I was in the depths of despair when a little lster we parted.
David onl; seid, "I love you, dear. It will be 21l right."

Later Eva czme to me in secret, and, putting her arms ar.und me,
c.mforted me, sa;ing, "Jenice dear, everything is as Gbd wills it.
all things work together for sur cood if we truly love and serve Him.

‘e do not see it now, but we shall kis His guiding hend in the times to
come. ‘fe feel that the Lord approves. Let us trust Him to work it

out for us." With these words, a new hope burned in my heart, znd threw
a glorious li ht into every recess of my being. Yes, I hed Zva's faith.
It was in the hsnds of God.

It was months later that Daddy and llother told us of their plans
to move to a distant settlement where s.me of the Sents were striving
to live the Uinited Urder, having allfthings in common, -s in the doys
of the acostles of Christ. This grdat lew, the doctrine of the .athering
of Isreal from out of &ll lends, the dcctrine of adsm coming to esrth as
our Father and God, the preaching of the establishment of the Kingdom of
God tc rule thc whole world, and other .loricus scriptural doctrines
revesled by the frophet Joseph Smith have been cast off by the bo.y of the
present .ormon “hurch as a musty garment. “ut we believed these things.
and we believed that our faith was of no value unless followed by
obedience. e moved to this remote locality. -

Rere was trul, a vegutiful lend, but I felt only the stab of the
harsh desert winds and thefhill of the c¢ool nights. How often I cried m;self
to sleep. ould I ever see David arain? would I egsinshere the halloved
love of -ister Zve? "uh, God," I prayed, "if it bve Th# will, bring us
together a:zin." Bometimes thic preyer seemed so hop:less. Iut,
as I recelled DaviJ's vords at our departure I found solace. Ee hhd szid
"We shell meet a.zin, my dear. Have faith, and, 23 God lives, ever.
righteous desire of your heart shall be fulfilled.™

I vaguel - noticed at that time, while we stood in the presence of
the family, ©“ileen hed looked at Javid with a love and almost hopeless
despair that seemed a reflection of my own ueart throbs.

These days were filled w/hardships, sgimilar I imew to those of
early pdoneers, ‘e lived in a little shack given to us Zor a time by
Saints wno moved out into tents that we might "farc better.™ =

We attended meetings and were filled with juy becsuse of the teach-
ings of all the uospel. Here at last wes a -eople wno dared tesch all
that th. f.undeds of their faith had g¢iven tuew as th: word of God in the
legp days. now I rejoiced in this. *“huough my heart wes filled w/deep
sefdness, stiil . f.und bhsppiness in the tiings of God. Lany ,ounz men
sJlght my compenionship and iileen and I went to dances and parties w/them.
ut we had no interest in them,

What a shack it was vhen the leaders of the Ciurchksme out and
excommunicated our whole congregation&rom th. Church. «het a shock when
they denied baptism to the little children. But all this was done,
end more,

~very effort was made to mske it hard for the men to earn a
living. a deliberate atiempt vas made to starve us .ut., ‘hose wto
vere employed by .ormons were, with few excerti.ns, fired fromtheir jobs.
Some of thebig families came necr destitution, znd th. hatred znd
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persecutions that were hesped upon them vwere almost beyond iescrirtion.
Some of these peovle gppecled to the leaders of the Church for assistance,
and, in turn, the Church issued sn edict thet we were not t. be fed. /e
gsometimes were :biiged to appeal for kelp from <h: govt. Thank wod,
such instances were few, but then we met our persecutors a.sin and were
both denied and bitterly casti.sted. If ve succeeded in petting help, we
were -ocked and pointed -ut as unworth; of this help; and accus:d of
being lezy. wany wxo did not believe in polygemy vere on relief, but
that was different.

I wss verplexed at the contrzdictcry position o. the llormons who
hzd been driven and besten end}a:dled for religion's sske,and had now
t.rned their aznimosity upon us.

Then david came earl; one morning. ®e t.ok me into his arms, and
for the first time he kissed me. It seemed my hcart would burst for joy.
I asked him into our little shack. aftcr greeting the members o. the
family, he said: "I ce nnot stuy long, =ro Jensen, but L want to 2.ain
esked you for vanice. .e love each other in g way thet ic deep andeternzl
and clean(deeautiful. +hen will you let me have her?"

Imagihe my surpvrise when Dadd; enswered, "I am not so certzin I
want ,ou to take her---that is, unless you also went to tzke sileen.™

Devid showed no surprise, but said, "I have long prayed that this
might be so, but dared not voice sucn a nope."

It was not lon. efter this that Bro Whitchead perf.rmed the
ceremony in which Eva .ave me to her husband "for tinme and for all
eternity." It seemed I could hear thes ancel:s sing =nd that no mortzl
was ever so happy. I am sure that there are few living who have imovn
such exguisite joy.

after prayerful considerati.n and discussion with the nemters of
our family, David asked us how we felt -bout Eileen,and with our
permigsion she, too, was made "legally and lawfully" the wife of our
beloved.

Eileen and I have been members of Javid's family for more thon seven
years. I am the p.oud mother of 3 boys. .y gister has a boy and a cirl.

It mayfscem impossible, but never have we had a gserious misunder-
standing. If s.umethin: cumes up to hurt any wife, skhe tekes that matler
to her hushand. BHe never makes li ht of our problems and never decides
an issue when angry or if we are heated in our opinion. Under such
circumstances, vwe are asked to walt and -ray about it that"werhaps by
morning you will see the other party's point of view."

-y husband and 2ll of us use the Tfolluwing criterion: "If I am
unhappy and mis-rable, I am to blame, because if I have the proper spirit
I will be happy."

Then, we enjoy me far better health than our monogamous sisters,
vur husband never imvoses himself upon us. Sexual relations are a matter
of thefrife's choice entirely, and if we are with child, it is understood
by alll.-[that there will be no sexusl indulgences. +his assures us a.cinst
miscar.iages, and we feel entitled to asi the Lord for &is choice spirits
from?the eternal world to inhapit the infant bodies. Generzl distresses
accomnpanying relations at this time are avsided. and,whst is more
important, we do not draw upon our reswurces at the expense of oJur
expected offspring, Conseguently, our children come into the world
-ndowed with exceptional piysical and mental advantazes not enjoyed by
thoge who have 1o such rectrictions.

+“he only birth control our religion vermits is thst of self
control, .e are tauzht thet tc interfere in an; way with the fountains
of life, %. en oy tie blessings of merital relati.nships and refuse
theresponsibilitics associated therewith, is a _ros and demnin: sin.
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David never discusses private arfairs except with the individual
concerned, Family affeirs are met to/ether. ter the children are
asieep, we meet .uietly and arrive at a perfect understanding about -ur
autusl obligztions snd provlems.

Aar nappiness isg directly devendant upon the princi:le of rzirness,
Zo wife expects off receives privileges not accorded to all >thers.

Ho matter whether it be time spent with him,evenings ocut, or visits w/
relatives and friends, his responsibility is to be feir. Ve, too,must be
unselfish, truly snxious to see snother enjoy the kmkk dlessings we enjoy.
If @ mother is childless, our children are as her own and often committed
into her sole care that she mey rejoice in them. e love to trezt ezch
>ther's children as our ovn. The sum of our perfections are Jur husoand's
glory, end we are nromised a share in all his anticipated kingdoms and
vowers and dominions both now and forever.,

Uur evenings touether are the bright spots in each passing day.
samily and secret pra-ers are an esgsentiel part of eacnh individual's
life, and we draw near to wod at the fanily altar.

. L.

-ur big nome is oftenthe abode of the wayfarer and there is
alwavs a guest room mmmmex ready. Thouzh we provide meals threetimes
a day for more thamtwenty of our own wa‘ often have twice that number at
our tables.

The U S,the state of Utah and the Liorm.n Church have assumed a
terribl® responsibility in trying to "sini plurel marriasce out of existance."
A responsibility second only to that assumed by th#Iews whentheycrucified
Christ. They are fighting ageinst God and no onéll;xas ever mammemsam
done that and prospered. Those wno are now raising their hand a:ainst
us shall go dowm, as wod livcs.

In the meantime,while we serve (od and endure sll these t.in.s our
~ives remind me of the Psals of David, "The Lord is my light and my
salvation; wham shall I fear." "7ea,th ugh I walk through the valley of
the shadov of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me. . . Iii
cup runneth over," Purel,, Hisg _.odness and merey shall follow us,

29 it has done, all the days of our lives., And if we are called to
endure imprisonment, or even death, it is but for a small moment in this
life. .e have the promise of eterngl 1life in the glories of wod.

. ]
(Incidentally, bvefore family got %too big thgwives had division
of labor, took weeis;.about at cooking, housekeeping, etc.?
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In valt Lake Cit, in dJdine 1944 fifteer zen werz conviectzd o4
POlyzamy ard Sentcenesd to priscn tTerss 01 one to IJnr jears, _heir

numerous ives 2rimly; set a.out carins vy thensclves Ior Sore 28C
cnildrin, sSteadiastly .aintaininx tihut polyramy «o ld never die. Tow,
one 0y one, these men are beinzy redeassed or raroled, and Utak azain is a-
live with rumor,

The years have wrouzht a strznse reversal in wormon attitude since
the law 1irst turned its 1ace azainst the custom of plural marris=-e uack
in The 1880's. Theng whern Rudger Clawson, the iirst Lormon 2lder to e
Jailed i1or polyzamy, was releascd from three years in the penitentiary, he
was paraded in the streets like s military hero and rc@arded with a high
church position, The snthusiastic welcome buoyed up the iaitn o1 hundreds
oi his fellow churchmsn who were still incar@erated; 2 halo o1 martyrdoc
surrounded the pious peorle who decorously bided their time in the crowded
little federal prison in 3alt Lake City arid the boisterous company of trai
robbers and murder zrs,

There are no parades ior the modern volyzamists. They are heroés only
to their wives and few friends. Llor mwormorism i$ as united szsinst them
as it was united sixty years szo in defendirz poyygamy and deiying the
United otates zovernment, The arrest oi the i1ifteen "fundamentalists" in
1944 followed hard upon an apreal by the hizhest Lormon guthorities that
they be brouzht to justice. And a member oif the Mormon Church was thzir
prosecutor, United oStates Assistant District Attorney John 3. Boyden.

Here surely is a curious evolution. A tiny sect, numoering at the
most 2,500 members, has tried to revive a rractics wnich once docinat:d
the Lormon community, only to find that community arrayed solidl, against i

The apout-face is all the more impressive in view OI th310n5 and z<al-
ous adherence to polyzamy which once charascterized the Churcn oi the Latte:
Day saints. <“he custom was practiced secretl, amonz the Mormons ifrom earl,
in the 1840's, when Josepn 3mith ann>unced 2 revelatlion iroc Zo0d permittin
every man the privilege oi takin> at least "ten virzins" as his @ives,
and threateninz damna.ion to anyons Who scorned the ppportunity altogethsr.
Brighar Younz sdvocated pofyzamy openly after 1852, and for almost hali
a century it was practiced and defzndsd in Utah in the facs: o1 terrifie
socisl and zovernzmntal oppostion. >inally ir 1890, to wir statehood and
peace, a new Lormon kresident, «iliord woodruiz, issued 2 kanilesto renounc
inz the practice thouzh not the principle 01 poiyzzmy, and thcs Lormons

8tarted up the lon> road to resgectability.

Woodruff's luanifesto was not ;roclaimed as a ravelation from Zod, al-
thouzrh the Presidzrt o1 the: Church theoretically speaks a3 0d's mouthplece
zor some years thereafter new volyzamous rarriazss ir Janada and kexico,
where numerous gpolysamist had fled, were ofriciilly #anctioned by the
Church. 3ut most kormons accepted the end oif palygamy without grotest,
perhaps <ver @ith relict,

II
dow is il thot the overwhelxinz majority o0l .orzons carn S0 soon
iorzet the savasc j2rsecution oi their fathers and srandiathzrs, itnore
the tamous marriaze law Which Wa- s$o lon» 2 fundagzzntal ten:zt o1 their
theolozy, and look With‘apathy or outrisnt hostility uron thz Zealous
handziul wko still clinz vo it? There are many answers to thi. ,uestion.
Mo one o1 ther slone is wholly satifiactory.

By thh2 end 01 tha ninctscnin czntury, zoly=ary 2ad ozco:2 2 sSoecial
anachronisa in Furitan icerica, an! deicndinz it Was wopsless in an aze
01 aoo0litionisg, teuy:srance, and lerals emancipation. lhzn too, voly3smy

it 01

Was rapidl, vecormin> 2conormicall; irvossiols ai toz tive lis w2, ity
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the lormons rave it umn. Utan simply didn't zave 2now - aracle lan2 Lo
Jg divided armon - the polyzamist epildren 31 ©or: tiar one Teneraiion.
thare §Is reason 0 belisve also tinv Sne womer sSzeretl, :ited
colyzamy. 10 prowise 21 ieavenl, reward zcould itz coriznsale: 10r the
1l

nuLlllaLloh, s0c¢ixl dezrada.icn ard traszd, iﬂ<:;er; ir the ylugal Wiig
rold. w1 GJirss, onCw a wora~n agcepted yolyzam, it veeazne Inpuiaiive that
she #etsnd it puulicl, lest s8i2 reluce rer boczgl oditior o gonedbicd 1
apd L.zt 01 her enildfe~ Lo esstupdy. ‘Lo wors soeizxl ostraeis:. Iroc {he
noN=4 0L.0r ﬁfrlﬁ, Tl 2 8T el S 200 et Lo natetlalr per sialuse -2l toe
Beoride 8za SHLLOF SrOUIR HEIN Y TBLl, R 27 s 3w Tlles 17 wimi (1n-w Wk Lke,
Learned 01 wdd€ruii's uwariliis 0, til udloc we T dr Tisiy d roraser s ard
2sked each odher, "wny could it -0t wnavz 20ue Soonery"

A r2lizious 8ect wilr Smz iapaticul @2l 01 the Lormons does r2t,
howevay, relirguisn its iundarental practicze 17 lile 3ase 21 Social Or
economic pressures witrout tenacious resistarce. Joseo: ouwlin's 1zoous
revelaiior 0n polyzam; Was not an invitation out a co;mana. 7o worzon

could iznore it without tremolin: izor ais drown in the celestvial Zirzdonm.

It took wors than vomerty o1 I=2ntil: Jressurs o thw trouvled reszntzent

01 vioelir Wowmer to .aue the worzons .=jeetl wratv iez, h[ed S0 1lang zouzht Zor
Actuglly %wna: Uiy could nob Qear--iist i IeW 01 toee 2ver ”JCOﬁﬁ_Zed

1V--waS7TL: eVer-accurulatir: unconscious uurdzr o1 zujlt anjen polysacy

inflicted upon tisw. ¥Or the wormons Were in mOosSL reSpsCls even w0Xd

Puritanical tnean their neizhovors---the, achorr:¢ tobacco, alconol, and
even thz wilder stimulants 91 tem and cox Dieir isnatiezl puniskhaent

128,
01 adultery was onl, ors exyre=sSior o1 their sSensitivity 0 ths 3entile
accusSation o1 lioertinisc and licentiocusnzzss., Like w081 othsyr ziddle-
class Americans they lonzed Zor resyectability. Iiers was t00 mucn 21
Mew Znzland in their conscliousness to pzrmit tinez to continus ir polyg-
amy in its historieczl context. ﬂte; will tell yo- tnat it was the wost
Sensible oconomic s;3tex ior colonizinr the Wast ires. 3asir, that it took

care 0ol the surplus oi women (Whign actually did rnot exist in Utan, nor in
any other frontier area), that itfpreventeda prostitution and iniznticide.

All the arzurmsnts hzve a ilavor o1 deicnsive rationalization., 7ot
one modern kormon in {ifty will pphold polyzam; as 3ods perfect marsiase
code. Indeed, the Son or dauzkhter o1 an old-time wormzon polygamist is
inordinately proud oi oteinz the cikild of 2 "iirst wiie." 4de is bappy to
have escaped somsthing uncoriortably close 10 the stizma oi bastardy, zor
what is now clearly wronx could hardly nave beer sntirely rixht iz his
Iather's day.

surthermore, ‘these same Lormons canrdt 3peak 0i the new polyzamist
cult without sorrow or anzer, They will é&ondemn the men in precisely the
same moral tzrms that the 3sntiles used azainst their fathars; thg sce
the women cauzht in a wheel :f poverty, irterrinabple crhild-bearirs, ard
social debasement., Aund they reiuse to pay the slizhtest attention to the
2laborate structdrse oi historical ;ustiiiecation whicn the "tundamentalist"
has orected to deiend nis case.

The "fundacentalist" is above all 2 student o1 kormon history, and he
has uneartned and puvlicized just those¢ episodes that the devout worcon is

moSt eazer to forzet, As contemporar; zealots prodace more and mors
e¥idence irom the past to bolster their c:use, FThe kormon community as a
whold more and mor: tirhtly closes its ears to tacm.

The "iundamentalists" drew most oi théir verbal ammunition from the
life story o1 Joseph Smith, the :reat ppophet-martyr who founded the Church
and its custom o1 polyzamy as well. 3y the same token, it i: azainst tnese
revelations oz Smith's liiec that the rank and iile oi cburchman react most

8trongly. T .e averaze wormon knovs a 700d deal awout tine nistvor, o1 ris
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Church, but he learns this history in church schools and sSunday-schools,
and is not aware that the cmphasis oi this ccclesiastical cducation has
subtly ehanged over the past half century. He car tell you 20sout the
prophet's visions, his prophecies, and nhis martyrdom, but {1 ,ou ask hicm
the number ol Joswph Smith's wives, he will be forced to coniess completae
ignorance. 1Ii you point out to him, a2s the "fundamentalists" are 10nd

ot doing, that one ot the ablest kormon historians, Andrew Jenson, back
in 1€87 compiled and printed ir the distorial zecord a list ol the Prophe
wives numberinz twenty-seven, he will be profoundly shocked.

The latest officidl church biography oi Joseph Smith, one by Preston
Nibley, lists no plural wives whatever and dismisses the whole subject oz
Joseph omith's polygamy in two ambizuous sentences. Morrwon historians ars
now now not only anxious to forget the past, but activel, suppress the
activities of would-be researchers in wmormon archives,

It is possible, however, froxr a multitude of already published d&ocu-
ments, and from the fine manuscript collection recently =cuulred by the
Utah State Historical sSociety Library from tne WPA Historisal Records

survey and Federal writers Froject, to reconstruct the story oi the intro-
duction of polygamy by Joseph sSmith. And it is a story that will astonish
avaen the "fundamentalists.," Zven the briefest outline, which is all that
can be told here, Serves to highlisht how much the kormons have forzotten.
IV
What is really significant toda;, o1 course, is not whather Joseph
Smith's plural wives numbered twenty-saven or more than Iorty-seven, but
rather the astonishinz submergence as far as the kormon people are con-
cerned of the fact that he had any plural .ives at all, The passage of
8lightly more than a hundred years has been sSuificient for history to be
raplaced by triumphant legend. The maghificent immoderation with which
Joseph Smith embraced polygamy has been forgetten alonz with his monay-
digging, his finencial speculations, and his political ambition. one,
too, is all memory of his jollity, kindlinaess, love of sport and good
living, his athletic 3srace, and his prodigious personal charm. Wwhat re-
mains 1is a kind of deity, s holy zigure who commune<d with God, and who
suffered hideous persecution and final martyrdoc because he dared to re-
store to earth the true Church of Christ,

Amonz all tha devout kormons orly the "fundamentalists" are interes-
ted in broadening this picturc of the prophet to include at lesst in part
the pattern of his marriazes., omall wonder that these people ar: so re-
8ented. ror by practicinz and advocaiinz pdlyzeamy they mot only ravive
the general sensc of shame and guilt which has odeen so successiully buried
beneath a complexity oi rationalizations and dimminz memoriss, but also
they cast & blight on th: haly image of Joseph Smith. This imaze, tower-
ing as it does far above that of any other Lormon leader, has becoms a
symbol of spiritual strength. The epic lezend ot his life, from which
all excesses have been obliterated, is the great cohesive forece within
the Church. Any facts of history ahich tend to mock that legend will
S8imply not be tolerated. For trutk is an imgpertinence, ard cannot be

suffered to disturb the celestial harmonies. = o -
e E 2 & AR

Only the historiars in Utah reecmber that the first whispers of
polygamy in the life of Joseph 3Smith came @izht years beiore he dictated
the revelation authorizing it. AS carly was 1EE5 in Kirtland, Chio, nis
name Was linked with Fannie Alzer, anf attractive seventeen-year-old
orphan who lived for a time in his own household. Legend has it that Jo-
seph Smith's first wife, Emma, drove ner out oi tkhe nouse, and it IS Said
that Fannie herfeli steadfastly refused to discuss the =2pisode. .hatever
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the actual nature of this relationship, it is clear from unpublished let-
ters of the prophet's friends, Oliver Cowdery and Benjamin ¥. JohnsSon,
that Mormons in Kirtland looked upon it as a scandal, and Joseph Smith
muSt quickly have realized that it is casier for a prophet to change
marriags laws than to contravene them. 3Since the wronz was but a Wrong

in the world, and the world lay in his hand, he might e¢asily make it
right.

After seven years of married 1ife, monogamy sSseemed to him--as it has

secmed to many men who have not ceased to love their wives, buf who

have grown weary oi connubial exclusiveness ---an intolerably circumscribs.
way oi life., "ihenever I See¢ a pretty woman,”™ he once said to a friend,
" I have to pray for grace." But Joseph Smith was no careless libertine
who could be content with clandestine mistresses., There was too much of
the Puritan irn him, and he could not rest until he had redeiined the
n&ture of sin and 3rected a stupendous theolosgical edifice: to support his
new theories on marris=ec. Once this edifice was complete, onc: he had
satisfied himself and his key men that 3iblical polygamy was 3od's pertac
marriage system, he <entered into it with the tremendous enthusiasm that
was characteristic oi all his znternrises.

Probably no one will ever know exXactly how many %omen he married.
Brigham Young said frankly to Jilllam Hepworth Dixon in 1866: "I my-
self sSealed dozZens of women to Joseph." Nany ol these: women in later yea:

proudly swore to afiidavits ziving the details oi their respective mar-
riage deremonies, and cakdnz it clear that these ceremonies permitted all
connubial privileges., Others were content to record the marriazes secret
in their diaries. An exhaustive examination of all the availaule docu-
ments reveals that the numoer of Joseyk umith's wWives may have reached
fifty, most o1 them tak:n during thc fhree-ycsr period before he was kille

Furthermore--and no Mormon historian has ever cared to point this
out--at least a dozen oi 3mith's brides wers already married woren with
living husbands., And those husbands did not know of their wives' re-
lations with the prophet. After Joserh Smith's death, the faithiul
Jedediah Grant felt obliged to rationalize his leaderis propensity for
married women., "Did the Prophet Josepn want every man's wiie he asked
for?" He said in a sermon ir 3al%t Lzke City in 1855, "Hedid not. . .
the grand object in view was to try the people of God to See what was
in them."

It was not until Joseph Smith had married perhaps thirty somen that
the revelation commanding polygamy was finally written down. According
to Brizham Younz, EZmma Smith burned what she thousght was the only copy,
and worked passionately against the new marriage order. But the only
regsult was to drive her husband into ever greater secrecy, After his
death she pronounced defiantly what she knew to be untrue: "He had no
other wife but me, . . He did not have improper relations with any
woman that ever came to my knowledge." This was her ravenge and solace
for years ol sc¢erat humilistion., Whatever formsl ceremony her husband
mizht have sone through, he had never acknowledged one oi his plural
wives before the world. This was har great triumph sand she made the
most of it.

Her four sons clun3 grimly to their mother's word, despite the irate
testimony of women whor Joseph Smith had married and of the guards who
had shadowed him when he paid nocturnal visits to their homes., And the
2ldest son eventually founded a separatist church--the Reorganized Church

~0of Jesus Christ oi Latter-Day Saints, with headquarters in Independence,
lissouri--which hokds to this day that polygamy was a monstrous fraud
conceived and developed by Brigham Young without Josepn Smith's knowledge

or consent.Like all the other wommon zroups, this Church selects out of
the vivid jig-saw of j Orman nistory only those pigces Which pleasde



