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JOSEPH MHITE NUSSER

Chaonter 1

THTRODUCTION

I was born on the south-east corner of Motor Avenue, Salt Lake
City, Utah, on 2nd East between South Temple and First South Streets,
where my mother then lived, March 8, 1872. My father, Amos Milton
Musser, of Swiss Dutch extraction, was born at Donegal Township, Lan-
caster County, Pennsylvania, May 20, 1830; and my mother, Mary Eliza-
beth White, was born at Garden Grove, lowa, November 7, 1846, while
her folks were fleeing from the mobs that drove the Saints from Nauvoo,
Illinois.

My father was one of the youthful defenders of Nauvoo in 1846.
At the age of 21, he brought his widowed mother, with her children,
across the plains to Utah, settling at Salt Lake City.

My mother's folks had settled at Beaver, where Father met her on
his trips throughout the Territory as Traveling Bishop for the Church.
They were married October 1, 1864. She became the mother of ten child-
ren, seven sons and three daughters, I being the fifth. She died from
an accident in the home at the age of 85.

She was the acme of refinement, possessing the graces of a real
queen; beautiful of features, strong in purpose, staunch in the faith--
a Latter-day Saint with a personality that at once commanded respect,
confidence, and love. She was the first plural wife of Father, and
she lived her (life) nobly, not only raising her own family but also
the children of two other mothers who "passed on.'" Her foster children
loved her dearly; they were as her own flesh and blood.

My father, a polished gentleman, self-educated, courageous, stable,
self-reliant but humble, was a pillar in the Church and withall a
fighter. He was severely kind ard severely stern. With him the Gospel
of Jesus Christ headed the list of MUSTS: '"love thy neighbor as thy-
self" was uppermost in his life and actions. Once, I recall, when a
position was offered his son who was soliciting work, he said, "Widow
Smith's son is capable and needs the position more than you do; let
him have it." The job went to Widow Smith's son.

We had a large city lot--two of them in fact, where we lived (in
the southeast part of the city, corner of 7th South and 8th East.) Much
of the ground was used as pasture for our cows and horses. The neigh-
boring boys asked the privilege of playing ball on the plot. Father
said to a delegation of boys, "I will buy you balls, bats, gloves, etc.,
and let you use this ground as much as you wish if you will make me a
promise and faithfully keep it," "Good; and what's the promise?'" 'That
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was to keep a record of all persecutive acts, and the names of the
persecuters of those acts, against the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-dav Saints (See Doctrine and Covenants, Section 1l13).

For years he acted as Traveling Bishop for the Church. He was
Superintendent of and built the LDeseret Telegraph lines in Utah,
which provided the means of communication from practically all the
settlements with headquarters. He was Fish and Game Commissione: for
the Territory under Federal appointment, for a number of years; wes
Superintendent of the Silk Industry, and was a brick manufacturex

In 1852 Father was sent to India on a mission. He spent five
years abroad working entirely without purse and script. He circum-
navigated the earth--going from Salt Lake City west, via San Pedro
and San Francisco, California and returning via New York.

He spent six months in the penitentiary and paid a fine of $300
for acknowledging his wives and caring for the mothers of his children.
He did much writing and propaganda work for the Church, among his
writings being '"The Palantic', a monthly magazine, "Fruits of Mormon-
ism" and "Mormonism Exposed", "Race Suicide vs Children;" He launched
the initial number of the "Utah Farmer.'" He died at the agelof 79,
from a surgical operation. i

Coming from such an ancestry and being raised in a polygamous
atmosphere, by parents devoted to their religious conception, I
naturally inherited and imbibed a strong spiritual nature. From early
youth I devoted my time to the Church. 1 believed intensely in the
mission of Joseph Smith, and were it possible to become fanatical
in accepting the decrees of the Almighty, I have been fanatically
religious, but not obdurate toward the religion and actions of others
nor offensively dogmatic.

Since the year 1880 I have been active in the Church and its
auxilliaries, and in the kingdom of God, beginning with the Primary
Association where, at the age of eight, 1 was secr:tary, my mother
being in the Presidency of the' Association in the First Ward. From
that 1 became a deaca--the President of the Quorum; a Teacher and a
Priest; the President of the Y.M.M.I.A.,Assistant Superintendent of
the Sunday School; Ward Missionary; Stake Secretary of the Y.M.M.I.A.,
a member of the Stake Superintendency of Y.M.M.I.A., and then Stake
Superintendent of the organization; Stake Tithing Clerk, High Councilor,
President of a Branch of the Church in the Uinta Basin; a missionary to
the Southern States and Assistant in the mission office. 1 spent
seven months in the Utah State Penitentiary and at this writing am a
parolee of that institution, for acknowledging as my wives and sup-
porting more than one woman and their children.

I have 21 children by the following mothers:

CHILDREN OF ROSE: Rose Jr., Joseph B., Mae Loraine, Neil B.,
Ruth B., Bertha B., Anna B., and Gertrude B.

CHILDREN OF MARY: Mary H., Naomi H., Blanche H., Guy H.,
Priscilla H., and Helen H.
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Chapter 11
PATRIARCHAL

I had been nurtured in the Patriarchal Law. I believe it earnest-
ly. It seemed to me I had met Father Abraham and been taught at his
knees. He had many wives and concubines. Isaac, the son of Sarah,
was Abraham's heir apparent, though not his first born, Ishmael coming
before him. Early in life I became familiar with the Lord's revelation
to His Prophet, Joseph Smith on the subject of marriage. My father had
four wives to my knowledge; though one--the first--I never knew in
mortality. She died before my birth. My mother was his first plural
wife, and her faith and loyalty were, to my mind, perfect. At the ten-
der age of seven or eight I found myself defending my father in his
plural life. Two of my older brothers, one his step-son, were making
light of his life when I, a mere stripling, took his part and shamed
the older boys. Of course, I could at that time know nothing con-
cerning the principle, its social status, or its biological importance,
but the fact that my father and mother, noble and grand creatures,
were living it was sufficient justification for my endorsement.

Those were troubleous days. The Federal Government was placing
our people in the penitentiary for living the principle. Many were
killed by the officers and hundreds ,of them driven into hiding away
from their loved ones. At the age of 12 I was frequently called upon
to take plural wives with their babies from one place to another, to
hide them from the law. A very sad incident occurred when I was
called upon to take a mother with her dead baby to the city cemetery
at midnight, where the child was buried away from the sneaking and sen-
sual eyes of the officers.

The right to motherhood by a husband of her choice is as sacred
and positive to me as is the right to fatherhood by the wife of his
choice. And if two women choose the same man, and the arrangement
is agreeable with him, it is positively nobody's business but their
own. This is true whether th2 parties involved are in or out of the
Priesthood authority or the sealing power of Elijah. So that when
men attempt to interfere with nature's laws and prescribe marriage
under the law or otherwise, they are distinctly out of order and should
be penalized, be they Mormon, Jew, Gentile, Athiest, or Heathen.

"Whoso forbiddeth to marry is not ordained of God, for marriage is
ordained of God unto man.

When Father Adam came to earth, he came as a resurrected and
immortal being. He brought with him some of his wives. They became
the father and mothers of the human race. Thus the first family was
a patriarchal family. That was the order. It is the order of heaven
today. All who attain to the Celestial glory must accept the celes-
tial law, one feature of which is plural marriage. To go where
Abraham is means that one must live the law of Abraham pertaining to
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you will refrain from swearing and rrom the use of tobacco and iiquor. '
The pledge was made and the boys made good.

Father provided h:s children with boxing gloves, quoits, swings,
trapeze bars, croquet sets, target guns, etc., making a special gift
to his sons of some very sharp axes and saws with which we were re-
quired to provide fuel--winter and summer--for several years for the
family homes. We utilized the pine and quaking-aspen logs, brought
in from the near-by mountains. We raised our hogs, cured and smoked
our hams and bacon, made our sausage and head-cheese, and a better
quality was not to be found. The large molasses barrel was replenished
every season from the South, and '"Sorgum pulling' was among our early
pleasures.

Father could not tolerate 1dleness. He believed in work and he
believed in play. On a large city plot, with cows, pigs and chickens
to care for, barn manure t¢ pile for winter spreading, hay to boost
into the barn for the winter, cows to drive to the pasture a mile away
in the summer, ditches to make and keep clean, a garden and an orchard
to cultivate and harvest, there was not too much time left for play--
as I now view it, just enough. But during the winter days--''When the
snow was falling, and 'twas murkey overhead,"” we had a very comfortable
work-shop which shut out the weather, and where we spent much time
sorting over nails, screws and bolts, discarding the broken ones,
straightening the bent ones, and classifying their sizes in pans. In
those days these articles of hardware were expensive and every semblance
of a nail and screw was saved for final inspection. And this nail and
screw job never seemed to wear out--was never quite finished; neither

did we then suspect the obvious fact of their getting mixed up ready
for a re-sorting.

With a bunch of boys such as we were, Father evidently was driven
to a "make work' policy, and while we were snow-balling, playing geese
and gander, or at baseball, he mixed up the nails, placing later accumu-
lations with them--and there was more work. Of course, the sorting of
potatoes and apples, smoking meat, sawing and chopping wood, helping
our mothers house clean, filling the mattresses with fresh, clean straw,
shoveling snow from the paths, hauling gravel for the sidewalks, etc.,
all contributed to the '"make work' nrorect. But 1t took a lot of
schemeing to keep his dozen sons busy and out of mischief.

Father lived a patriarchal life. His family numbered forty souls--
35 children, four wives and himself. Of the children 26 were his own,
with nine step-children--20 sons and 15 daughters. However, so far as
we youngsters knew, they were all his own flesh and blood--he treated
them so. For a wage earner his expenses were enormous. Just one 1tem:
for footwear we patronized the firm of Solomon Brothers and Gold. This
company manufactured a variety of shoes. I recently learned, through
a trusted employee of this shoe firm, that Father's monthly bill for
shoes, repairing, etc., amounted to between $50 and $60. That was the
time when a good pair of shoes cost only $3.

Father was a defender of the faith. As Assistant Historian of the
Church, his work, under a special commission from the First Presidency

.



I said, "Weli, Brother Hill, it can be done, and now the respon-
sibility is upon you Your daughter 1s agreeable to the situation."

The conversation took place in the ofrice where i was employed,
in town. He left and 1n about one half or three quarters of an hour
he returned and assured me 1t was all right and that I might go ahead
Astonished and yet gratefui, I asked what had happened to change his
mind so quickly He said atrter leaving me he "bumped into Apostles
John Henry Smith and M. F. Cowley;" he put the question to them. They
assured him 1t was all right and advised him to return to me and give
his consent to the marriage. Thus Mary entered into my family in the
year 1901. She was "true blue.'" She gave me 6 children, five daughters
and my son, Guy, himself "true blue," and now carrying on my work in a
most manly manner.

Later, I was courting my wife Elias (R. Shipp). She had been
called into Wasatch Stake to introduce kindergarten work; having re-
ceived her diploma from the University of Utah. I had been called to
Heber to assist in the clerical work of the stake. It was at this
time that President Joseph F. Smith 1ssued his famous statement of 1904,
~as follows:

Inasmuch as there are numerous reports in circulation that
plural marriages have been entered into contrary to the official
declaration of President Wilford Woodruff, of September 24, 1890,
commonly called the Manifesto, which was issued by President
Woodruff and adopted by the Church at 1ts general conference of
October 6, 1890, which forbade any marriage violative of the law
of the land, I Joseph F. Smith, President of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, do hereby affirm and declare that no
such marriages have been solemnized with the sanction, consent,
or knowledge of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
And I hereby annource that all such marriages are prohibited, and
if any officer or member of the Church shall assume to solemnize
or enter into any such marriage, he will be deemed in transgres-
sion against the Church, and will be liable to be dealt with

according to the rules and regulations thereof, and excommuni-
cated therefrom.

It will be noted that the statement says, 'No such marriages have
been solemnized with the sanction, consent, or knowledge of the Church"

and that those engaging in the same "will be deemed in transgression
against the Church."

The Church having surrendered the principle through accepting the
Manifesto, could take no other position; certainly no such marriage could
be performed with the consent of the Church without a vote of the Church,
'"all things being done by common consent in the Church" (D & C Sec. 26).
But Celestial or plural marriage 1s not primarily a Church institution.

It properly belongs to the Priesthood The Church can do nothing but
accept or reject the principle. They first accepted it and later reject-
ed it, which meant the Priesthood must carry on independent of the Church.
The law of Celestial marriage 1s purely a law of the Priesthood as
indicated in D & C 132:28, 58, and 61. It was 20 odd years after the
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CHiLDREN OF ELL:5: Jusepnane 3 , Eilis S., Jr., Miltem S.,
Lucile S., and Samuel S.

CHILDREN OF ‘LUCY: JoAnn K , and Amos K

Five of my children have performed missions in the world for the
Church, and one, Helen, 1s now on her way to Hawaii on a mission.

In military matters, Neil graduated at Annapolis and served in
the Navy as lst Lieutenant for several years. In World War II Joseph
was a Captain in the Navy, with headquarters at Pearl Harbor; Milton,
a Lieutenant Colonel in the Intelligence Dept. of the Army; Samuel, a
Captain i1n the Army Air Force and a Squadron leader, gave his life in
the cause in Arabia; and Helen a Cpl. in the Marine Corp.

It wouid seem the Adversary did not want me to live. I was, as
an infant rescued from a rainwater cistern at the place of my birth.
Next, unbeknown to anybody [ fell down a well at our First Ward home,
about three years of age, catching my toes on the well curb I dangled
there, my head just above the water line until my mother, impressed by
some unknown danger, came and rescued me. I was too frightened to yell.
Later, while putting a tin valley on the roof of a house for my employ-
er, I slid down the shingles on the roof to the pavement below. When
I came to, I returned to my work; however, with a wrenched back. Work-
ing in a two story home, I stepped on the wrong end of a board and
plunged down across the basement rafters. One time while swimming with
my two sons at Lava Hot Springs, Idaho, notwithstanding I was a fairly
good swimmer, [ was sucked under the water and but for the quick help
of my sons, Milton and Samuel, I would doubtless have drowned. These
are but a few of my experiences with the Adversary.

My schooling consisted of a few years in the lower grades, never
having attended a high school or university, excepting the '"University
of Hard Knocks." For a few months, at the age of 14, I attended the
L.D.S. University, being & first day student. However, we began.
with only one teacher (Professor Willara Done). It was not then con-
sidered a high school course.

My first employment was herding cows, at about ten years of age,
and during the summer months. I collected cows in my neighborhood;
tock them on the East Bench and in Emigration Canyon. I took them
out after milking in the moraing, bringing them back at night. My
charge was 25¢ per head per week. One cow I rode part of the distance
(without the owner's consent) thus reducing the walking distance.

At about 14 years of age I worked at carpentering on my father's
2} story house, on the corner of 7th South and 8th East; we having first
torn the old adobe home down. Here I learned the use of the hammer,
saw, plane, square and level fairly well.

Next, I procured work from the Walsh Tinning Company, learning
to make utensils for the hcme; put on tin roofs, guttering, etc. From
here I went to David James Plumbing Company, and was a plumber's helper
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Patriarch in the Church today. The Church having repudiated the very
law which made it possible for a member to qualify as a Patriarch, it
cannot consistently maintain Patriarchs in 1ts jurisdiction. But we
do have these officers who are administering to the Saints according

to their "just wants and needs."

The Sanhedrin, which Joseph organized before his death, comprises
70 members. This is God's voice and authority on the earth. It was
this body of men whom Moses brought before the face of the Lord. This
body, when properly organized, is presided over by seven Presidents of
the Great High Priest Order, the worthy Senior member being the pre-
siding officer and the mouthpiece for the seven.

The presiding seven of this Presidency is now on earth, I myself,
being a member of it. When the voice of the Lord penetrates to the
Church, it will be relayed through this Presidency, the Church being
a subordinate organization. This order is difficult for the Church
to see now, but it will have to come to it. This organization is a
Theocracy, receiving its direction and authority direct from God, while
the Church is a quasi-Democracy, "all things in it being done by common
consent."

The President of the Church may or may not be the President of
the Priesthood. By reason of their seniority in the higher Priesthood
calling, Brigham Young, John Taylor and Wilford Woodruff, each in his
turn, became President of the Church, but always their Church calling
was subordinate to their Priesthood positions. The greater organizes
the lesser--the lesser cannot organize the greater. By authority of
his Priesthood Joseph Smith organized the Church and ever after the
Church was subject to his direction, because he was President of the
Priesthood; a calling above that of the Church.

My calling is essentially a Priesthood calling. Hence when the
Church assumed to cut me off for living one of the laws of God, all
that the Officers who participated could do, and did do, as I see it,
was to cut themselves off, unless they repent and correct their wrongs.
President Heber J. Grant so tied himself up with the world in a finan-
cial matter, and in matters pertaining to world harmony, that he became
rabidly angry at the brethren whose appointment was to keep the Patriar-
chal order of marriage alive. Over his signature (see TRUTH Vol. 11:32),
he said, "I shall rejoice when the Government Officials put a few of
these (Polygamists) in the county jail, or the state penitentiary."

He, with the help of his henchmen arranged with county, state and
federal officials to start a crusade in the civil courts against my
brethren and me. Their efforts were at first abortive. They first
arrested Charles F. Zitting, Abraham Terlink and I believe, Heber
Chase Kimball, neither of whom could they convict. The Arizona courts
convicted and sent to the state penitentiary, Price W. Johnson and
Carling Spencer of Short Creek, but those brethren virtually pled
guilty; however, it was known that their arrest came about through

the efforts of the local and General Church Authorities.
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the office, at home and in going back and forth on the street car
(living then in Forest Dale) I would study the spelling and meaning
of the words. Thus [ became fairly good in orthography. [ worked
my shorthand assiduously, each day becoming more proficient until
finally I was appoin:ed by the District Court to act as referee in
taking testimony in several cases, to be submitted to the court for
its decision. Difficult as these appointments were, I succeeded to
my satisfaction and delight.

I took up Blackstone and other works and in time my employers
had me prepare some of their complaints, answers, and other legal
documents; also try some of their cases in the lower courts--Justice
of the Peace and U.S. Commissioners. (Not having been admitted to
the bar I could not practice in the higher courts) However, my legal
experiences have enabled me to prepare my own incorporation papers,
deeds and contracts in the various enterprises with which I have since
been connected.

Being called on a mission to the Southern States in 1895, I
severed my connection with the law firm: (More on this mission in
another chapter). Upon my return from my mission in July 1897, I
accepted employment with the Union Light and Power Company, under the
management of R. S. Campbell. This was a new corporation, taking over
the existing electric companies in Salt Lake City and Ogden, five in
number. Bonds and stock were issued in payment for the properties.
The new company was really a Church institution. I was made Assistant
Secretary and had charge of the bonds and stock. George Q. Cannon of
the First Presidency of the Church was President of the Company.

Later the company absorbed the street railway systems, Here I had

my first experience with union labor and witnessed my first major
strike. Our electric cars were of the open end type. The motormen
were obliged to stand in both good and bad weather. The hours were
long. They wanted some modification in the company's demands. The
company had then passed from the Church to the E. H. Harriman interests.
The company was obdurate. It told the men to work or get off the job;
it would not discuss grievances with the men. The strike lasted four
or five days only. After the strikers had dumped over two or three
cars, that were trying to run, and had stopped all traffic they were
called into conference with the railroad officials and the strike was
soon settled, with several reforms to the credit of the employees,
including higher salaries.

Before this experience I had always been opposed to unions and

especially strikes, but my eyes were opened and I saw that in order
to have living conditions men are at times driven to this extreme.

Of course now I feel that in many cases the unions are taking extreme
measures to gouge capital. They are exacting unfair conditions. Men
are human, and be they capitalists or employees, when it is in their
power to do so they will unreasonably crush the other.

In April 1908, I severed my connections with the Utah Light and
Railroad Company (the name later assumed by the original Union Light

and Power Company) to devote myself to private business. (See more
under business.)
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5th, some thirty-two mer and women were charged, under the State
statutes, of conspiracy--inducing men and women to break the laws of
the State.

I came within the lst, 4th, and 5th charges.

At near 2 p.m. the Federal Officers came to the jail, hand-cuffed
us in pairs, marched us through the business section to the Federal
Court where we plead '"not guilty" to the charges against us, after
which we were again handcuffed and marched back to the County Jail.
The officers must have known that we would have gone without hand-
cuffs, of our own free wiil:; but no, they had to make a public show.
The crusade was on, and 1t was being advertized with avidity. The brace-
lets hurt Brother Barlow's fat wrists and he finally said, '"take it
off and I w:ll hold on to it;" they did so and all was well.

I, with some two or three others, was bailed out that afternoon.
It was quite a task to raise bail for over thirty people. We accom-
plished it in a few days however; my son Guy being in prison the
longest. - bet

We first engaged Attorney Joseph H. McKnight, who assisted us
wonderfully in getting our bail bonds fixed up. Then we engaged At-
torney Claude T. Barnes; as our Attorney in Chief E. D. Hatch and Knox
Patterson.

Our first move was to disqualify the Federal District Judge,
Tillman D. Johnson, on the grounds of prejudice; after which Judge
J. Foster Symes, of Denver was appointed to hear the Federal conspiracy
case. He promptly dismissed the charges.

The Mann Act and kidnapping cases were referred to Judge T.
Blake Kennedy, of Cheyenne, Wyoming. The defendants submitted a
statement of facts indicating that, in the Mann Act case, they trans-
ported their wives across the line--they were plural wives, taken
under authority of a revelation of the Lord to His Prophet Joseph
Smith, the founder of the Mormon Church; that whether or not plural

marriage was legal, was a State question and that the Federal Court
lacked jurisdiction in the matter.

The Court brought in a verdict of guilty and sentenced the de-
fendants, each to three years in the Federal prison; Heber K. Cleveland,
having three charges against him, was sentenced to four years and one
day. In this case we lost our appeal to the Federal Circuit of
Appeals, and also before the Supreme Court of the United States. In
the latter court the Judges were 5 to 4 for conviction. The kidnapping

cases were argued a year before in the U.S. Supreme Court and a prompt
decision rendered, dismissing the same and freeing the defendants.

In the two State cases, fifteen defendants plead guilty of unlaw-
ful cohabitation, claiming the right to practice plural marriage
under the Constitutional guarantee of religious liberty. They were

rm
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A STATEMENT BY THE EDITOR--J W. MUSSER
Declaration of Policy

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The undersigned officers and members of the so-called Funda-
mentalist religious group do hereby deuidre as follows:

That we individually and severally pledge ourselves to
refrain hereafter from advocating, teaching, or countenancing
the practice of plural marriage or polygamy, 1in violation of the
laws of the State of Utah and of the United States.

The undersigned officers of the religious group above re-
ferred to further pledge ourselves to refrain from solemnizing
plural marriages from and after this date contrary to the laws of

the land.
JOHN Y. BARLOW I. W. BARLOW
J. W. MUSSER ALBERT E BARLOW
A. A, TIMPSON R. C. ALLRED
EDMUND F. BARLOW JOSEPH LYMAN JESSOP
OSWALD BRAINICH DAVID B. DARGER

Dated at Salt Lake City, Utah, this 24th day of September, 1945;
subscribed and sworn by me the day and year above written.
GEORGE H. CARMAN, NOTARY

We publish the above '"Declaration of Policy" as it was signed
and presented to the Utah State Board cf Pardons, that our readers may
be fully informed in the promises,

The statement binds the signers to hereafter refrain from teaching
the practice of plural marriage or polygamy, entering into the principle
themselves, or solemnizing such marriages, contrary to the laws of the
land. It is the sincere intention of the parties involved to adjust
and conform their lives and marital conduct to both the letter and
spirit of this pledge.

The Board of Pardons, after careful consideration, granted parole
privileges to the ten signers; also to defendant Heber K. Cleveland,
who afterwards subscribed orally to the conditions. The parole was
effective December 15th, after seven months of prison confinement-
Four remaining defendants, for reasons of their own, did not petition
the Board for parole, (1945)

The signers wish it clearly understood that they bear no animosity
towards the State law enforcing officials. These men are properly
under oath to faithfully enforce the laws on the statute books. They
did not place the laws there and are not responsible for their exis-
tence. We can only wish that all other laws pertaining to public
morals were enforced with equal eal

' By way of justification for the action of the parolees the follow-
ing explanation will not be amiss:
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marriage, and not to go where he 1s means not to go where God is.
These principles were burned into my soul in youth--indeed, as I
now view it, long before I came to earth in mortality.

Personally I was brought up in the most puritanical fashion
with reference to morality. To lose one's virtue was an offence in
the eyes of God next to murder--the shedding of innocent blood. To
take advantage of a girl, not one's wife, was a terrible act. I be-
lieved this doctrine and I lived it completely--and I still believe
it. And now, when I simply state that I am now and always have
been a natural polygamist I want my children to know that it was not
the call of a sexual urge that made me so; rather the urge of higher

impulses calling me to admit the rights of women, and do my part in
seeing that every woman who wished to, enjoyed the rights of mother-

hood. The urge was offspring, not sexual gratification.

When the Wilford Woodruff '"Manifesto' was adopted (October 1890),
I was not married. I had been promised in the name of the Lord, by my
Stake President, some days after the Manifesto was published, that I
would yet enter the law. I believed it. And later, while courting
my young lady, I told her I expected to enter that law of marriage;
that when the time came I would take it up with her and we would make
the selection of other wives together. Although I was taking her out
of a plural family, she took the matter quite coolly, but she was true
to her promise on that occasion.

On December _ , 1899, after receiving my '"Second Blessings,'" a
messenger came to me from President Snow, stating I had been selected
to enter plural marriage and to help keep the principle alive. Ap-
prising my wife of the situation we both entered into prayer for guid-
ance. At this time I hadn't the slightest idea whom to approach. The
'"Manifesto'" had been issued, and word had gone out from Bishops and
Stake Presidencies that a definite stop had been put to the practice.
Those assuming to enter the principle would be 'handled". I was placed
in a peculiar situation. God's Prophet told me to accept the law and
keep it alive. His subordinates said if I did so, they would Cut me
off the Church. I could not argue with them and divulge the source
of my authority. It-was a time when every man was in honor bound to
carry his own burdens and yet live every law of the Gospel.

In answer to prayer, Mary Caroline Hill, a daughter of William
Hood Hill, a member of the Mill Creek Ward Bishopric, came within our
horizon. She was a beautiful young lady, about 25 years of age; had
refused many proposals--had been waiting for the right man. Her father
had done time, presumably with my father, in the penitentiary for
polygamous living. I was astounded, when asking Brother Hill for the
hand of his daughter, to be flatly refused. He said it could not be
done; they were handling people for proposing it. I was greatly taken
back. I had been at his home, with other Stake and General Officers of
the Church on numerous occasions and eaten at his table. I rather took
it for granted that he knew my hidden motive in being there so often
and thought he was, in harmony with it.
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