Post-Manifesto (1990) Flural Marriage

. « « 1 asked Fres McAllister if plural marriages were allowed in the (St. George)

Terrle and he told me that they were not. Shortly after this, I visited lMexico

and was informed that no plural marrizges were nllowed in the colonies there by

Pres 4. F, MacDonald and other, they said that such marriares could not be

allowed in Mexico because of the fact that men might come there and merry plural

wives and go back to the 1JS and make trouble for the Church.

—-J. ¥. Crosby to Reed Smoot, 5 February 1904 (Zrosby is here relating his experi-
ences shortly after the issuance of the 1890 Manifesto.) RSZ

On Sept last 1905 Myself and Miss Pearl Gurr of Parowan Ut presented our selves
by four Pres Ivirs of the Mex Stzke and demended a marriape seramony by performed
by was refused by Pres Ivins,

At that time Pres Smith was visiting the Mex Stakes, and I requested that
the matter be lade be four him so it was by Pres Ivins., and Pres Smith sed he
would not giv his consint nor neathe(r) would he aprove of a Plural Marage now
under no cornsiderstion(,) and as (to) the question would he in the near fucher,
‘ his revly was thzt souch marrizges had bin seast and he knew not whin tha would
ever be ™ut in to practise again.

--E, H. Conger to Reed Smoot, 6 January 1906 RSC (Conrer is writing from Herm-
osillo, Sonora, Mexico,)

Excitement over removals, ete, has died out, but would you believe 1t, there are
still efforts put féorthk to obtain consent to forbidden marriages.
—Charles ¥, Penrose to Reed Smoot, 13 June 1905 RSC

At the Pres, Offize we found Bro. Teasdale who was called up to exnlain his
marriage to Mrs, Scholes, Fe said that his wife and he were not living together
as man and wife and had tn understanding together in this regard, 5She was not
czpable to have connection with a man. Reed Smoot says he is going to be
attacked on this ground,

—=Tuesday, January 26, 1904, Anthon K. Lund Journal CHD

My mind is much agitated on account of the Smoot Trial, I fear that there
are more cases of late plural marriages than has been believed by us., There
seems to hte rumors of such all over.

-=Tuesday, March 22, 1904, Anthon H. Lund Journal CHD

If the President (Roosevelt) inquires about new polygamy tell him the truth,
Tell him that President {George Q.) Cannon was the first to conceive the idea
that we could consistently countenance polygamy beyond éonfines of the Republie
where we have no chartered law against it, and consequently he authorized the
solemnization of polygamy in Mexcio and Canada after the manifesto of 1800, and
the men occupying presiding positions who became polygamists since the manifesto
did it in good faith.
=-telegram, Joseph F., Smith to Reed Smoot, 1 April 1911, as cited in Reed Smoot
to Joseph P, Smith, 18 April 1911, Reed Smoot Correspondence, THD

Other References to Post-Manifesto (1890) Plural Marriages

npresident Smith told the brethren pointedly that he had not given his
consent to anyone to solemnize plural marriages; that he did not know of any
such cases, and that if members of our Church have entered into such alliances,
they have done it upon their own responsibility and without his approval or
sanction, and they must therefore abide the consequences. But if this were
being done, he said, such people were not only bringing trouble upon themselves,
but upon the whole commnity, and he hoped there was no foundation in fact to
these rumors,”
—Meeting of the First Presidency and Apostles, Thursday, 19 November 1903,

in Journal History under date

wiThis talk about polygamy comes from the same source that has always
misrepresented and persecuted our church. When Utah was admitted to statehood
we made a covenant with the government, and we have kept it. We no longer
teach or countenance this practice., We apostles and elders of the church teach
obedience to the law.'" (Mathias F, Cowley interview, Portland Journal (Oregon),
reprinted in The Salt Lake Herald, 5 March 1904)




Excerpts From the Reed Smoot Journals

(The originals are presently located in Archives end Manuscripts, Special
Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, Provo, Uteh.)

Thursday, B8 September 1010

Attended meeting of Zuorum at Temple. President Smith was still suffering
with rheumatism, He is confined to his bed. The Quorum discussed the question
of New polygamy cases and I stated that it was my opinion that all new cases
should be excommunicated from the church and that action should be taken at
once, Also that the church should not retain any man taking a plural wife
after the Manifesto in a church position where people were asked to support
him. All members present agreed with this position. Present at meeting
Lyman, Smoot, Penrose, Whitney, Richards, McKay and Jos. F. Smith Jr. . . .
(Later) I told Pres Lund and John Henry Smith my ideas of the action that
should be taken by the church in the new polygamy cases and also thought
Pres Smith should instruct the Presidents of Stakes and Bishops and Wards

to begin action against any such living in their stakes or wards, Pres Lund
wanted me to tell Fres Smith and I will do so as soon as he is well enough,
In the evening I met Bp Mibley and we spent a couple of hours in discussing
the coming campaign and I told him what I had said to the Quorum of the new
polygamy cases. He agreed with me that action should be taken.

Tuesday, 27 September 1910

Attended 2 meeting of Quorum of Apostles at 10 oclock AM. All present but
Clawson, Geo 4 Smith and Ivins, I opened meeting by prayer. I made a state-
ment regarding the new polygamy cases and insisted that the church take action
against them at once. I believe that every person taking a plural wife since
the manifesto should not be sustained in prominent positions in the church
where the people have to vote for them and I strongly demand that cases at
least since April 190% be excommunicated and vigorous action commenced at once.
The question was discussed the whole day. The most of the members agreed with
me but thought that a wholesale slaughter should not be made of those who were
induced to tzke plural wives by Taylor, Cowley, Woodruff and Merrill before
Pres Smith's declaration of April 1904, but drop them as fast as conditions
will permit without making a great stir about it.

Wednesday, 28 September 1910

I called on President Smith and told him what I said to the tmorum on new
polygamy cases and I told him I thought some public statement should be made
by him at the coming Conference and instruct the President of Stakes and
Bishops of Wards to handle all new cases. This must be done to prove to our
people we are sincere in our opposition to new polygamy. We talked for over
one hour and 1 tried to cover the whole ground, Meeting of the Quorum at 11
oclock, Israel Barlow Jr, wes swmmoned before the Quorum to answer to charges
against him of marrying Miss Welling within the last few years, also for lying
and forgery. He did not appear. He was excommunicated for marrying the girl.
The girl's brother was present and stated he knew his sister was not married
in April 1909.
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Saturday, 1 October 1910

At 11 oclock met with the Quorum of twelve, All present but Clawson and Geo

A Smith, We had before us Patriarch Judson Tolman having cited him to appear

and answer the charge of his having married different men to plural wives
contrary to the rules and regulations of the church. We tried to get the whole
truth out of him but could not do it., He acknowledged to having performed
fifteen plural marriages., We tried to get out of him who they were but he -
said he could not remember, He mentioned four as follows: Bp Muir, Jas Eldridge,
a Mr, Pratt and Merrill. We could not get the names of the others but found out
he had married a woman himself but did not know who performed the ceremony. The
party had a mask or, He, himself, married most of the parties on the street

and some in buggies and one or two in a house, He told us the first marriage

he performed was Bp Muir and he insisted all were before April 1904, the year of
the declaration of President Smith, It was evident to all he was no{ telling the
truth and had been instructed what to say but he would not tell with whom he had
been talking, We adjourned until 3 oclock and asked Bp Muir to be present. He
was present and admitted he married a plural wife on June 14/05. He would not
inform on anyone else——did not believe the declaration of Presidert Smith was
made in good faith nor the Woodruff manifesto was ever intended to put a stop

to polygamy--claimed they had been going on ever since 1890 and no action taken.
Believed now that they were stopped because action was being taken, The bunch,
as he designzted them, knew each one ran a risk and was liable to be excommuni-
cated if found out. We agreed to summon Judson Tolman before us again to show
cause why he should not be excomrmnicated next Monday, October 3rd, at 10:30 am.
at Temple rooms, %e also thought we would get some additional information from
him. I have insisted that action should be taken long ago and today's proceedings
demonstrate it beyond a question,

Monday, 3 October 1910

Meeting at the Temple at 10:30 a.m, Judson Tolman was present as requested. He
told a little more about how he came to perform the illegal marriages and had
been instructed to put them all back of April 1904, by Henry S. Tanner and others
because it was necessary to save himself and others, He continued to evade and
even lie about certain actions of his. After he was excused it was unanimously
agreed to excommunicate him from the church for performing plural marriages and
also for having married a woman himself contrary to the rules and order of the
church.

Wednesday, 5 October 1910

Meeting of (uorum at 9 oclock, We discussed the Tolman case for nearly one hour
and Pres Lyman was instructed to send him a notice of excommunication similar to
published notice in News of last evening. We did not mention his lying and
taking another wife in 1905. Pres Lund and John Henry came in at 10 oclock and
reports were made. We clothed and Lyman prayed in opening and I in circle. We
took up the gquestion of a circular letter to be signed by the First Presidency
to the Presidency's of all the stakes of Zion, calling their attention to new
polygamy cases and directing them to bring action against any such persons who
have violated the declaration of Pres Smith made at April Conference, 1204, At
one oclock adjourned until 5 oclock, . ., . Meeting at Temple 5 oclock. We
agreed upon the letter and construction of same after nearly two hours discussion.
We discussed the question of dropping all known polygamists for positions where
the comming Conference was asked to vote for them; that is, all polygamists
marrying since 1890, I made the motion but it was not carried as President Lund
suggested we do not present the auxiliary organizations at this conference and
in doing this we avoid presenting any such person., This was agreed to, I
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thought the President if he was able to attend meeting should make a statement
and define his position on new Polygamy cases in such a way that none can
misunderstand. Adjourned a few minutes after 8 oclock.

Saturdeay, 8 October 1910

The special priesthood meeting held at 10 oclock in the Assembly Hall, Very
large attendance. Pres Lund in his remarks called attention to new polygamy
cases and stated they were against the rules of the church and rumors had become
8o numerous and in some cases proofs that it was found necessary to take some
strong stand eand repest(ed) the letter that was agreed upon that was going to
be sent to each Stake Presidency with instructions that all cases be handled

and excormmunication be administered in cases found guilty. He was followed by
President Smith and he did not mince words. He stated no man has been authorized
by him to solemnize a plural marriage since the manifesto and (any) man claiming
he had (been) was a liar and if proven he should be excommnicated from the
chureh. He wanted the Bishops and Presidents of Stakes to do their duty and
handle such cases, Pres Lyman spoke and referred to men starting the rumor
(that) I was out of harmony with my guorum and stated it was not true, This
rumor was started by Jos, Cardon of Logan so Pres Lyman informed me. Pres
Smith asked me to speak and I did so for a few minutes pleading with all men

to be true to their pledges made to man and God, After meeting the Quorum

met and agreed to issue summons on Jas W, Summerhays to appear next Wednesday
before the Cuorum and show cause why he should not be excorrmunicated from the
church for performing plural marriazes and also taking a plural wife,

Wednesday, 12 October 1910

Went direct to Temple and found the QGuorum present with Jas V. Summerhays. Pres
Lyman read the surmons and asked Summerhays to make whatever statement he wished
to. He was talking and gquestioned until cne oclock and adjournment was taken
until 4 ocloek, He claimed President Smith advised him in 1895 to take another
wife and geve hin zuthority to marry lMiss Sears in Mexico in February 1906,

When questioned he said he thought President Smith had done so and stated the
circumstances, but Pres Smith told me his statements were not true. it 4 oeclock
we met and talked the statement made by Swmerhays over and all were in favor of
dropoing him from all church positions but not to excomminicate him with the
exception of Lyman and myself. I think he made statements that were not true
and so did Lyman, Ke wanted to place the blame on Pres Smith, The decision
agreed upon by majority note was to drop him from all church positions,

Thursday, 13 October 1910

Meeting of Quorum and Presidency at Temple. . . . We-agreed to summonsdi—F.
Cowley, John W, Taylor and H. S. Tanner before us fo show cause why they should
not be excommniczted from the church for marrying plural wives and performing
said marriages and other actions unbecoming a member of the church, se agreed
upon the changing of several Stake Presidencies where polysamists were in them
having married their wives since the Manifesto., When the changes are made the
new presidencies will be asked to handle new cases of polygamy. The crowd that
(has) been marrying and getting others to marry plural wives (is) beginning to
think the church is in earnest,

Wednesday, 9 November 1310

Meeting of Quorum at Temple at 10 oclock. All present but Grant, Geo 4 Smith
and Rudger Clawson. H. S, Tanner was present to answer to the charge of having
married plural wives and performing plural marriages contrary to the rules of
the churck, also encouraging others to enter plural marriages., His position wes
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that he had done no wrong and would not answer certain questions, He was given
one week to decide whether he would answer or not. He claimed the party per-
forming the marriage required him to never divulge his name, the date and place,
He was to see the party and find out if he would release him from the obligation

entered into,

Tuesday, 15 November 1910

Held & meeting with first Presidency and F. M. Lyman for purposes of discussing
the question of new polypamy cases and what action the church was going to take
with them. I wanted Lo know positively so if asked by President Taft or other
Senators I could answer with a knowledge that my position would be right. All
cases after 1904 would be handled and if testimony could be secured against them
they would be excommunicated from the church. All cases between the Woodruff
menifesto and 1904 should be dealt with according to the circumstances and if
drawn into by Apostles they would not be excommunicated but would be relieved
of all positions in the church where the people were asked to vote for them.
President Smith wanted to wait until tomorrow morning for final decision on
latter point and we were to meet in the morning at 9 oclock.

Wednesday, 16 November 1910
Met at Presidents office and agreed upon the future action of church on the new

polypamy cases as outlined yesterday.

Tuesday, March 4 1911

Held a long meeting with the Presidency and presented my views on the present
situation on the new polygamy cases and the sentiment of the leading men of the
country. The immediate cause of the renewal of the discussion of this subject
is the many magazine articles on the mormon question charging a return to the
practice of polyzamy by the church members. I agzin insisted that the only way
the church can clear itself is to handle every new case of polygamy and remove
from any position in the church. The church or church authorities cannot or
will not be believed as to their sincerity in abolishing oolygamy if men viola-
ting the rules and promise that it should cease are sustained as officers of
the church such as Bishops and Presidents of Stakes ete, They seem to think
that the fact thet the church has not approved or sanctioned the marriages (means)
it cannot be held responsible for them, Many of them were authorized by Presi-
dent Cannon. The Presidency seem to be fearful of results on members of the
church if a wholesale action is taken, I am of the opinion non action will have

a worse ef“ect especially upon the young people.

Thursday, 16 March 1911

Attended meeting of (uorum at Temple 1050 A.M. . . . I again called the question
of new polysamy cases up for consideration; again told them of the danger to the
church of holding men entering into polygamy since the manifesto in office and
stated it was my opinion that we should drop them from all positions where people
are asked to vote for them. I we do not do so we cannot convince Pres Foosevelt
or the American people that we are honest or sincere, I spoke of the letter

of Pres Roosevelt's to Isaac Russell that he expects to publish in Colliers
magazine in connection with an article he is preparing as an answer to (Frank)
Cannon's articles, I am in doubt 2s to the wisdom of it for we know there have
been new cases. . . . (Later) With Bd Callister called on the Presidency and
discussed the Roosevelt letter to Isaac Russell and both of us impressed upon
them with as much force as we could the necessity of dropping men who have
entered into polygamy since the manifesto, No other data (?) will answer,
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We looked over the Stake authorities and there was not over 14 or 15 in office
and by the removal of a President of Stake in some cases we removed three,
This is the case in David and Granite Stakes,

Friday, 31 March 1911

I sent a long telegram to Geo F Gibbs for President Smith on effect of the Anti-
Mormon magazine articles and expressing my opinion as to what must be done with
men holding positions in the church that have married in polyramy since the
manifesto.

Saturdey, 1 April 1911
Received an answer to my telegram of yesterday.

Sunday, 2 April 1911

The Presidents answer was a disappointment, He does not understand the feeling
of the people., The country will not accept excuses and they will not consider
it humiliating & man to punish him for same, It is evident no action against
the persons taking polygamist wives before 1904 will be taken. If there is
another investigation I do not know how present position will be justified in
face of testimony given in my case before Senate Committee, We are in a bad
position for an examination or investigation.

Friday, 7 April 1911

Received a cipher telegram from President Smith stating he would read at
conference this afternoon an answer to the charges made by the magazines and
asked me to have the Associated Press instruct their local representative to
secure synopsis of statement of about 1200 words and have it published in papers
generally., I called Mr, Elliott Associated Press Representative and asked him
to see that Sz1t Lake Sepresentative was instructed to get synopsis of state-
ment and have it carried as full as possible, He took it up with Melvin 5tone
ove= the telephone,

Saturday, 8 April 1911

President Smith wires me that he will not make answer to magazine articles at
conference until Sunday and wants me to arrange with Associated Press to carry
a synopsis of statement of 1200 words. I wired Melvin Stone Mgr New York
asking him to do so, Received answer as follows: "Cannot promise but will
have synopsis brought in here as special and will see what can be done."” I
wired Pres Smith accordingly.



