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8 : IN THE WAYS OF THE LORD

To train up a child in the ways of the Lord, to be a staunch
member of the Kingdom, we have to have a pattern. What better
pattern do we have than the “Law of the Gods" or the "Law of
Satisfaction". One of the beauties of this law, is that it can be
applied to all ages and in all circumstances. In all my experiences,
I have leaned upon it greatly and so, with God's help, I will
S attempt to suggest some practical ways to give a child a foundation
it in the law.
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v In considering the necessary qualities to accomplish this,

Y there seems to be no definite separation between the temporal and
; spiritual sides of life. To clearify the meaning, I'll list seme
of them separately.

OBEDIENCE in the law is spiritual, but has to be proved by

@ﬁﬁ temporal things. We also know that to be obedient to laws of the
i land, rules of a game, laws of a business system, and many, many
81 more is necessary to be successful in anything.

RESPECT & FAITH without questioning the one above, we know is
spiritual and yet they too, are practiced between employer and
o employee in business, leader and follower in any part of a successful
I temporal life that is orderly.

RESPONSIBILITY sounds temporal but how much greater can a res-
ponsibility be than that of Christ for His Kingdom. And HE is
spirituality itself. Alsc the way a man takes responsibility
for his family and a mother for her child, determines their spiritual
value. We all know the temporal side of responsibility and the
difference in the success of a person who has learned it and one
who hasn't.

REASONING & SELF CONTROL are powérs of the mind, but are so
necessary to a persons success in the law or his temporal life,
that I will include them as well.

HUMILITY is usually linked with a spiritual person but a humble
person gets farther in all walks of life, because he is liked
better and learns more than an arrogant one.

Other important qualities that effect both the spiritual and
temporal sides of life are: APPRECIATION, THANKSGIVING, PUNCTUALITY,
LOYALTY, DEPENDABILITY, and HONESTY.

We should firgt consider the. training of a child at the time

of conception when his l1life on this earth begins. This is our
first opportunity to allow Christ's power, through alignment, to
penetra?e our child. Science tells us that the first 3 months after
e conception, the mind makes great strides of growth. Surely, if the
. parents are aligned in the law, it will make a difference upon the

L character as well as the spiritual potential of a child at this critical
; time., Mothers especially should make sure they are not "shedding
i innocent blood" toward their husbands. And just as surely we can

R begin at this time to teach by our example.

This same alignment in the law by the parents and tpeir ex-
ample can effect a childs devel®@pement, mentally, morally and spir-
itually throughout his entire life.




OBEDIENCE

Obedience to the one above is the very first thing a child
must learn in order to continue to receive that vital power. Three
or four months old is a good time to start, because it's about
then that he usually starts to reach out for things. When he reaches
for something like your plate at the table, and you say "no no" and
give him a slap, it won't mean much to him at the time but he'll
draw back his hand and probably cry. In a way, he has obeyed. With
constant repetition this becomes reflex training or penetration
of the subconscious mind. After a time the slap can be eliminated
and you'll get the desired obedience with the word alone. This
method is used even by animal trainers to produce obedient perform-
ances.

Another good method is to hold a young infant tightly, while
you repeat the command in a modified tone. Then when he gets a
little older, up to toddler and preschool age, hold his hands
tightly, get down to his eye level and look at him directly, while
firmly instructing him what to do or not to do. Be persistent till
you get the desired result. ; :

There are almost as many ways to accomplish this training as
there are personalities, And with a little effort, each mother
can find a good one that works for her child.

To illustrate the results of reflex training, I'll relate an
incident my sister Barbara told me. She was explaining to her
daughter Sally the importance of such training for Sally's children.
Sally .was reluctant to hurt or punish them. To convince Sally,
Barbara asked why, as a teenager, Sally hadn't accepted a date with
a certain boy. Sally said "Because you told me not to." Barbara
asked, "Why didn't you go anyway?" Sally's response of "Mother, I
just couldn't, made Sally realize she had responded to the reflex
habit of obedience. If a child has this kind of training, he will
have the benefit of that spiritual life stream early enough for his
spiritual growth to have a solid foundation, before he reaches his
difficult or teenage years. He will listen to the advice of those
above him, in making his most important decisions without too much
floundering around, because it will have become a subconcious habit.

Just as any accomplishment is brought by persistance or daily
practice, this training for obedience should be too. It's very
important at toddler age and older to follow through and make
certain all the "no no's" or "do's" are obeyed. If you let him
get away with it just once, your task will be harder. Be sure
though that you don't give him so many commands in one day that it
confuses or tires little minds, or makes him run from you or try
to hide h;s deed. Keep most of the no no's ocut of reach and keep
‘him occupied as much as possible with permissables.

: When a small child deliberately does wrong, he should be pun=
ished at the pime of the act, while he knows what it's all aboute.
He forgets quickly, THEN punishment confuses him. All these things

should be mixed well with love and praise for doing good whenever
you see a chance without giving in.

If there comes a time when you don't seem to be able to get
any results, the "no no's" are probably becoming too much of a
routine to him and need to be enforced occassionally with a sound
spanking or some other form of punishment that gets results. The
gseverity to be increased with age and with the seriousness of the

F

Fal



act. It's a good idea to stay one jump ahead and occupy busy
minds with something they like and is permissable, like educational
toys.

It's especially hard for a mother tc keep from making her do's
and don'ts too constant. They tend to lose importance to the child
if she isn't careful. Whenever he can, the father should step in
and back her up. Not only does his voice carry more weight but the
infrequency of his commands make the child take more notice. This
is usually the father's first opportunity to teach his child to
respect his mother (or the one directly above the child in- the law.)
Also it lets the child know that mama and daddy stand together and
he can't pit one against the other. This principle of the father
backing the mother up is the same as the Lord backing a man up in
what he is trying to accomplish.

RESPECT
Respect for the one above should be taught early as well.

We should never allow a child to talk back to us disrespect-
fully. Sometimes a child will try you out in this field before he
can actually say any words and you'll have to recognize his or her
'sassy' tone of voice. Usually a gentle but firm "Little boys
don't talk to Mama's that way," will plant the idea. Then with
increased firmness to match his persistance, you'll finally win this
contest too, that is if you are always on the alert for a disre-~
spectful tone. Don't ever let him know how ‘cute' you think it
is, because HE knows what he's doing. Also, example of the parents
will go 2 long way. It wouldn't be so good if, when he gets
older he remembers Mama talking back to Daddy. :

Just as you can detect a child's attitude by his expression
or tone of voice, he gets the feeling _.of yours. Studies have found
it a necessity for an infant to hear the soft sounds of a loving
mother's voice as she cares for it. The expression in her voice
continues to convey more than words throughout life. This fact
can help you considerably if you use it right. Sometimes a sharp
tone of voice is all you need to correct a child, and occassionally
it becomes necessary to show your displeasure by raising your voice.
Don't allow it to become a habit though, because a shouting, nagging
mother will produce shouting, nagging children.

Even though a child will balk or throw a tantrum when you're
trying to get him to do something, you shouldn't let it sway you,
but should show him you are firm in your decision. If he finds he
can get his way by coaxing or persisting, it not only hinders dis-
cipline and order, but he will gradually lose respect for you if
you continge. We have heard many times of teenagers in trouble who
say they wish their parents had been stricter and couldn't have
been swayed so easily. Children need a solid anchor and will have
more respect for a parent who is one. On the other hand, a parent
who is too strict and doesn't give and respect certain rights of
the children, will defeat the purpose of discipline. So try to know

your child. Know his goals and desires, and help him toward the
worthy ones. '

Another slde of respect is caring for their belongings, surround-
ingsy, and the rights and feelings of others. Help a c¢hild under=
stand that quarreling is lack of respect for the other person. The



law of DO UNTO OTHERS AS WE WOULD HAVE THEM DO UNTO US fits right '
in. It takes two to quarrel and one to stop it. Both are wrong when
they do.

FAITH

Faith is a quality that a little child gains through his de-
pendence on his mother and her consistancy in caring for his needs
and wants. We would do well to follow his example here and have en-
ough faith in our Heavenly Father to depend on Him more for our care.
As a child grows older we need to watch for each opportunity to
strengthen his faith in us as parents. Always keep your word to
him when possible. If you can't possibly keep it, explain why. Be
sure and instill in his mind that his Heavenly Father can care for
him more completely than we. Watch for daily examples he can under-
stand, For instance, when he is fearful, help him to trust you
and his Heavenly Father. -

APPRECIATION .

Apprecistion can be brought about by allowing a child to go
without some of the nicer things of life and even a few neccessi-
ties occassionally. It's a little extreme to let a boy wear his
shoes after he can feel the ground through a hole in the bottom, or
has 4o put cardboard inside to protect his feet, but you can bet
he'll appreciate a new pair just a little more because of it., They
should last him a little longer too.
ﬁﬁf you watch his attitude as he grows up, you should know
when ##o apply this method. With a reason so genuine as saving to
help ##he work of the Lord, none of us should let the opportunity
pass By to teach this lesson. And the method of waiting a little
longer for some new shoes, is also an opportunity to teach the value
of money. Also, in 1940, Bro. 1 told us to use caution in pushing
too hard for something we want from the one above us. As parents

we can make it easier for our children to learn to ask without push=- -

ing. We have to be careful and not give them things they don't
need, such as too many toys, too many clothes and too much, or too
little of our time and attention. We have to be a good judge of how

much is good and when to say NO with meaning without allowing him to
push us,

The Lord impressed me several years ago with this thought.
EVERYTHING TEMPORAL YOU ALLOW A CHILD TO HAVE THAT HE HASN'T
SPIRITUALLY EARNED OR DOESN'T TEMPORALLY NEED, WILL ADD TO THE
PRICE HE HAS TO PAY TO OBTAIN SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE OR BLESSINGS IN
LATER LIFE. Let's not give them a bigger price to pay then they
can take, by showering them with gifts and clothes. Also, it
builds character and admiration of others, if a child can learn
to be 'different' in a good way from the crowd and be proud of it.

Bro. Ortell has told us about his experiences in the Army
when he didn't allow himself to go along with the crowd and how his
buddies, who at first ridiculed him, eventually wanted more than
anything to be like him. If your child can watch other children
have nicer clothes, more spending money, and other similar things,
and learn to withstand teasing or ridicule, it will help give him
the qualitlgs he will need to follow Bro. Ortell's example in
these experiences. Of course we have to have good judgement as to
how far to go in these things, because we don't want to be an ex-
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ample of poverty either,
 THANKSGIVING T SRR

: Thanksgiving is expressing appreciation and this is a VERY -
important spiritmal laws , I have notided in the scriptures that

thanksgiving is repeatedly referred to in connection with other

laws to obtain blessings. I think we all have much to learn in this

Iine, and should set an example for our children whenever we can -

and voice our thanks continually to the Lord and our Brothers oy

and sisters, as well as the children, Then expect them to do the same. -
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SELF CONTROL AND SACRIFICE

Self control and-gderifice are automatically instilled while -
teaching appreciation because while a child goes without something
he sees his friends have, he feels the sacrifice, and if he is told :
he's doing it to help the Lord's work along, he developes self = E
control. This helps him to be able to withstand the temptations of = 7
'going along with the crowd' in his school years. ‘'As long as we Py
have to send our children to outside schools, it's a necessity that W
they be different to stay away from the low morals of the world. T
Another important part of self control is accepting peaceably what- . ¥
ever comes from above, and one way we can help prepare our child-
ren for this is to allow them to be exposed to disappointment. We
all know that in our daily lives, circumstances beyond our .control,
(pecause we are subject to changes from above), change our plans
quite roften. If disappointment occurs we should not shield our
children from it (if it involves the children); then instead of .
trying to make it up to them, we should help them understand why
disappointments should be accepted. If practiced as soon as they
can understand, this will help prepare them for bigger personal
disappointments if they come, when they are seeking direction for
marraige and other important decisiong., It's also important to an
adult’s well being mentally and physically, to be able to control preiE
emotions and not let them overwhelm hig life. If emotions are : N
indulged to excess while in your youth, you have habit as well as ;
emotion to contend with as an adult.

RESPONSIBILITY

If a child can be made to feel needed by giving him a small
responsibility, it can be started as soon as his position as baby
is replaced by a younger brother or sister, or when he's about
two years old. As most mothers know, the little errands a toddler
can perform, make him very happy. This can be considered a res-
ponsibility although he has to be guided for a long time yet. If
we graduglly increase his duties as he gets older, he'll learn
what is expected of him. As soon as he is old enough to under-
stand when he's told to "pick up your toys" see that he does it
right and GETS IT FINISHED even if you have to help him at first.
Some children have to be encouraged with help a lot longer than
others. Just don't give him more to do than he will accomplish
without too much fuss. Then when you know he can do it, insist on
it. He'll probably have to have reminders until well into his
teens before you can say, “"This is your responsibility, I want you
to keep it done," Be sure you don't tell him to do something if
you don't intend to carry it through. Because this ties in with

respect and obedience and he has to know you still expect him to
obey you,

&
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It's very important to continue to increase his responsibility
as he can handle it. It will make him feel that he is progressing,
and with encouragement, will give him self respect and a feeling of
being needed. It won't be long either till you have some very
useful help. Too much play and not enough work will have the
opposite effect. It will gradually make him feel unimportant, left
out of things and worthless. Work and play have to be properly
balanced according to age and personality.

LOYALTY, DEPENDABILITY AND HONESTY

These qualities are taught through example, explanation and
praise of success in taking responsibility. They grow also when
the love and desire comes to please the one above. And they are
a measuring stick for advancement in responsibility. ‘

PUNCTUALLITY

When a child becomes a part of any experience that involves
time, the importance of being ON TIME should be explained. Late
comers always miss out on something that could be important. The
early experiences of our people show many times when the Lord
insisted they be on time. In the scriptures, the Lord also set
the ELEVENTH HOUR as a dead line for gaining our salvation. This
shows He knows the importance of being on time.

REASONING

Reasoning is a mental process that comes more naturally to
some than others, but can definitely be encouraged in the very
young child by allowing him to figure out small problems by.him-
self during his play or early school work. Just a suggestion now
and then may be needed. This developes self reliance and assur-
ance and should be encouraged wherever merited. More important
gtill, is the fact that true spiritual knowledge can be drawn into
the mind through a reasoning process along with striving for it.

When a child begins to show the ability to reason (usually
about 7 or 8 years) let him know, in a way that won't scare him,
that the Lord EXPECTS him to choose right from wrong. He can
reason it out and make a decision for himself whether he should
tell a lie, or take something that doesn't belong to him, or mind
his parent, or throw a tantrum. Anything that you have already
taught him is simple enough to make him feel some responsibility
for, in his own actions. As long as he knows he is expected to
follow rules and has a good example before him, you can gradually
increase his right to make his own choice, but encourage him to
come to you for advice. If the basic law of satisfaction has
become a way of life in the home, he'll always have it to fall back
on when he needs a definite rule for making decisions.

When he hasg reached mid teens he should be able to choose
right from wrong in most experiences, if a parent who he respects
will advise him. He should be taught, though, that when he is
unce?tain and feels the need of help, he has the privilege of
turning a decision concerning himself over to a parent (by re-
quest) if he is willing to accept and act upon that decision.
Knowing that when he does ask for a decision to be made for him,
he is obligated to act on it or lose out. It's better not to
ask than to turn down your answer.
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