Charles w.'ﬁingstoﬂ

I wss born 1n the little town of Croyden, Utsh, Up the
Weber River from Morgan on June 20, 188L. My Father, Charles King-
‘ston, cams -to Uteh about the year 1880. - He was born in Peterboro
Englend in the yeesr 1850, whaile his father Pred Kingston wae In
the Crimean war fighting Russia.
: - Pred Kingston, my grandfather, first heard of ﬁormoniﬁm
*n & ‘mesting where m mob had assembled to tar apBd Teather Apostle
~ Orson Fratt, Beeing the unfairness of the kituation smd wanting to
. protect the under~dog, he engaged some of the mob leaders in a '
filght, which permitted the persecuted Elder of the Church to escape
through an opsn window,
When he returned from the war, he went into the fish
* s busxﬁeﬂa in Liverpool England. There wgs a depression after the
war and poor psople who had bought fish on credit were unable %o
‘pays ‘He therefore could not pay his creditors, the wholesale fish
- pesplie., In theose days in England they jalled people for debt, and
: ‘u mAG ueu?d not pey his debts in jall,
o - 4 friend told him about a warrent that was out for his
&Erast, 80 hﬁ slipped away and stowed away in s ship gnd came to
Rmﬂ?ipa gnd oh to Utah. He got a job snd sent money for his wifsfs
gézaagﬂ, ‘but she felt she could not leave England in Disgrace.
%ﬁu Wi det&rminﬁu #ot to leave until she had paid thst d&bu._
3he worked as a servent in & Royal family and with wiat
: her. husbsnd Sent her for her passesge and the money she saved: She S5
~ paaé thnge. éﬁb@a, Wnen she had pald them all, she came to Utsh but ¢
‘it %nok her more than twsnty long years, arriving in Utah inﬁl%&S;;”’ .
 Fred Eingston ned becoms tired of living alone; Walting so long
3 diapairmd ©of his wife Mary Ann Hunter ever coming, he married ansther
% gaiin anig. was P%iﬁlﬂg snother femily when she came to join him. in
trg. e

: &ary Ann, the wife who had stayed In bngland 80 ¢hhﬁ,-fﬁ
. caald not undsrgtand wmormonism. She soon became dissatisii@m, angd.
-ﬂalthongh her husband and only son were settled in Uteh and had. nﬁaea '
Lthare, she went back to England,
e My Fagher was called on a mission about a month after his e
her luft. ‘He hoped to be able to convert his mother while preacn-. . - .
?hﬁ 'ﬁapel 4n his native lsnd, but his gother died of & broken
wag buriad ebout two days before arriving in Enblaﬁd en ;
‘imn,m :
‘ﬁggearad 88 though Eary Ann Huntar had made a8 fatai
i 80 devoted to that. ‘great and grand principie el
& her 1ife to gee 1t through fo ths bitter ené«
ie for a principle than to live for it, and ane
“har 'she: carriad it tﬂo far at: the axp@nsa ﬁf




A%t one %Lime he acted as county acessor and Prasident of
the Stake, 7The Tre:scurer seemed to be 2 men who felt chat 1t was
alright to lle a littie here and stesl & littie there, - Fred King-
gton found this man mis-appropriating County funds end did scme-
thing about it with the result that en undernanded movemsnt oi chare~
scter defemation was carried out against him, He could easily have
entered into a conspirecy with this man to feather his own nest and
become righ; Instead ne chose to face the results of this man's
svil influence against him. He was a capable men and could have
made & good living hed he not been placed under this handlcap.

Thus he payed the price of honesty for his children's children
sake,

Ky Pather, Cnarles Kingston, the only son of Mary Ann
Hunter was the same kind of an outstanding man thst would not com-
promise with honor. He could not be bought or scld.

At one time while he was Regi«tra“ of the U.3. Lena Office
at Evanston, Wyoming, there was a contest case up before nim. A
homestesder nad filed on a one-quarter sectlon of farmlng land and
wag reciaiming it from the sage brush for his home. House, barn
#nd other put-tuildings had been bullt; In fact everything nsces-
zary had been dons to fulfill the Homestead law, -

A nesYy by compeany learned that this lend was underisald
with & veln of voal and started legel action to oubt the setiler.

In the mean-time &n agent of the coal company came to the office
gr.d offered Tather ten thousand dollars to decide the csse in
thelr favor, Ten Thousand dollars was a lot of money in those dsys
and weuld have placed my father on easy street, but he gpurnsd the
cfier and dec.idey for the Setther,

; ¥y motherts people were llkewlise honest and industricus
reople, Grandfuther Tucker end Grandmother Betsy lLurwill were si-
geged t, & merrisd as young people in Englend., They heard the msu-
sage of tna Fespel of Mormonism there and decided to use the money
they hed in thelr hope chest to come to Utsh., After reesching the
UsB.8, they travelled :on from Mlissourl pushing their hand cart
geross .hu plains to the Salt Lake Valley. They settled in MNorgan,
:uub, bullt a home and raised & famlly of twelve chlldren., All
of these cnildren grew up and raised families of their own. I
dont't know ¢f one of them but what led honest and virtuocus lives.
This goes fcr my ?athe“‘s people too.

v Mother, Mary Pracllla Lurwell Tucker, wes & beautiful
WOmBn bath n body end spirit. BShe ralsed & family of ten and taugnt
them‘hohh av precapt and example the principles of honesty and virtue,.

T feil in any degrecs to maintaln these high ideals that have been

- "ﬁandea down to me by my fathers 1t will be my own fault. I fsel
. and know Shat if I could know personally all thsse good people of
the: past, 3 eould trace these Inherent qualities all the wey back
- to father Abrehem; s = part of that great promiss given through ﬁf
““=him.ﬁhatrﬁn hi$ 3@@& ghould all the Katlons of the . Earth be blﬁﬁsed

Ha sald- Eo, bui
This pleased me becauae/‘ii 2
§1ngs #yoming aas=3u&$ a8 far away ag WA3 Engl&aﬂn '
R ‘Gk 3}‘)1’1 ) I ) b Ao%
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aschool 1n Grover while he was bullding a house on the Homestead for
hig family to live in., This hcuse was a one room log cabin,

The next ye:r my Mother took her family censisting of four
children to visit her mother end father in Morgen Utsh. I reached
slght yeers of age while on that visit., My Mother received a letter
from my father reminding her thet I would be eight years old before
I arrived home, He would like for her to see that I was baptized on
my blrthdsy. My Grandfather and Blshop Turner of Morgen Utzh, took
me down to the Weber River and baptlzed me there, confirmed me s '
member of the Church and conferring the Holy Ghost upon me., I was
knseling on the sand near the edge of the water where I had been
vaptized: The power of God ceme over me and I was tingling with
joy from the crown of my head to the scles of my feet in every cell
and fibre of my being. This was one of the most wonderful exper-
imnces of my whole 1ife, “This prepared me for the wonderful exper-
iences that esme Into my 1life at Iintervsals from that time till now.

¥hen my mother and we four children returned to the farm,
we Tound thet fether hed bullt a two room frame house with & two
room log lean-to in the back. This was a palace compared tc the
one room dirt roof caoin we had lived in before.

¥hile we lived in the log cebin the ground squirrels wers
degtroylng our crops. My father bought & set of traps and offered
we Tive cents a2 head for all the squirrels I could csteh, One day -
Fether and Mother went to town with an Engllish couple who had just
arrived from England. They were living with us in the log canin,
m&king'aight of us in one room. A hired girl by the name of Lizzie

11lips was left homs to get dinner; I was to remaln home znd
ratch squirrels.

I eaught a lot of squirrels that morning and was skinning
them with my new pocket knife. I had them 21l laid out on 2 board ‘.
g8 Llzzie came out looking for something to prepare for dinner, Sha
asked me 1f she could have the squirrels but ssaid-"If I cook them,
Yyou must never tell them they are s quirrels because I am going to
tell them they are young wild ducks that & neighbor left us while
they were away." I promissd her I would not tell, so--she had a
feast of young ducks all prepared when they came home, Every one
ate their fill and thought they had one of the best mesls of thelr
lives, Llzzie never told, ner did I until I told the stery forty
years afterward, That's the first t ime my parents or brothers and
sisters knew that they had eaten ground squirrels for dinner that
day. This=was'early_in the spting of the year I was eight yeers
Dlap

P

_ W ﬂbved into our new house that fall. The following
spring we had five milch cows and some young s toek. It was my job
to teke care of the cows, herd aad milk them night and morning.
Herding them Ponsisted in bringing them into the Corrall at night

'-and turni'i em out the next morning on the open range. Bome—

two or three mlles sway.

1s¢ of the deep winter snows, we had summer school,
'ending, At that age I did not quite understand the

o Xl wuld stay at school and play marbles and get

‘go after the cows. My father met me et the gate

; ust before dark, as I wes coming hﬂm& rrom




and Thursday night and no cows.

Friday he met me at the gate as before but this tinme he
took my hand and led me into the house, My mother had just glven
birth to my fourth sister; The midwife stlll being there., Ny father
leid the strap to me unmercifully until I could hear my mother
begging and pleading for me, The whipping did not hurt me one-hun-
dredth pert as much as whipping me before thsat mid-wife, That
decided me right there and then that I would never remain amd play
efiter acheol again, anc I mever dld,

The cows never leld out after that. Some timas vhen I

- could not £ind them, (They had dozens of plaeces to go in the many
canyons, ravines and timbered hills and hollows that it wes not
siways an easy job) and it seemed I would have to go home wlthout
them, I knelt down and prayed to the Lerd to help me find my cows

and he never falled to iead me to them. éfﬁ?ﬁﬁva$4ﬁﬁ&(TT/
The next two years we had sold the cows and had d}bunch

. of shoeep we let roem the hills. The sheep were harder to find
then the cows in that wild rough country. The sheep never lald
- out over night either due to the help ¢f the Lord es in the case
of the Cows . ; :
: : When I became a man I could understand what thet five
‘days ?choeling with the strap did for me, It caused me to change
ngy mind, in other words to repent of the neglect of duty that was
. growing up with me. It started me out on the highway of dependable,
: worthwnile, obedience snd service., What nine year old boy of te~day
é§cuulu waik home & mile from school a1 d go from three to five miles
b0 bring In the cows and never fail in this undertsking? I could
not heve done it either had my father been soft with me and let me
gsb BWRY with ny neglsect. ,
b - A year from the day T was baptlzed, Springtime was in it!s
richest ‘bloom. I awocke at daylight one morning and the freshness of
_ iSr“ing with the song of birds and the scent of flowers was wafted in
“gXUitu: open window by the gentle breeze from the Canyon not far ewey.
;,g‘ ~1 awskened that morning with & song of thanksgiving and prayer in my
:W\g{\hpara; It was wonderful to be alive, to live to enjoy such marvel-
‘lous surroundéngs .kl ) Yer g A
: : ot § soﬁ"’ﬁ%opped off to sleep agaln &nd dreamed: T thought
o found myself in & large bullding. PFifteen or twenty of my neigh-
bors were in the building seated sround tables or in chairs nearby.
1he?féidnﬁt seem to have much of anything to do except to while away
3 me, They seemed unconcerned and satisfied with their condit-
“1ked_araund 8mong th&m to see 1f I could see ﬂnything con-

: 'mima.. This helg 'ent :I.nto the ground a'l; an angle -
b rassien cans zo me that t his dark hole was the
thet 1ed down ana &own to the. iver efnﬁtstructian.




door or a window that I could open bte get out. I found all the
windows were high and barred andno other door. I looked again
gt the men seated around the tables and saw they were playing
cards or talking eand conversing about worthless thlngs,
I went out the front door once more and looked up again
et the railing on top of the wall, seseing how hopeless it would be
for me tc get out without some help. I felt desperately in nesd of
thet help and in that condition of mind I .went to the North-sast
corner of the inclosures and knelt down and prayed to the Lord for
‘deliverance. :
I told hhe Lord I did not want to remain in that place
and asked I1f he would not help me to get out. As I prayed, I sensed
~and seemed to fesl some presence above me, When I had ended my praysr
I iooked up snd saw standing there a person dressed in white roves
with his right hand extending down towards me. I reached up and
taking hold of his hand, he pulled me over the railing aid stood nme
on the ground by his qiae.
' - It now seemed to me that the bullding was bulld 1n the
ground. The level of the ground belng the same as the boitom of
the barred windows,. The person that lifted me up sait to me point-
ing to the Tast: ™Son get your fest on that path end neVQr ever
let your eet get off of it,."
: I looked and saw a white ribbon about s foot wide leading
direbtly to the East in the same direction a&s the dark tunnel, only
the tunnel went down into the ground, whlle the rlbbon went up over
8 high mounteln. The foot of the high mountain, was s number ¢f -
miles distant, and wes what they call a hog beck without any caﬂyor'
- or openings exﬁeﬁdlng thru; extending North end South without & break
as far as my eyes could see.
- I was so heppy et being released from the prisen-house thet
e | started to welk the path with a feeling of deep appreciation to,
‘think that I wes freed end that now I could progress. The vcice avﬁ
" helpful sttitude of the Person that raised me up filled me with hops
and confidence that I was on the path of safety md peace, As I pro=-
- gressed slong the ribbon path, which seemed to have width but nc thick-
ness, I felt secure so long as the path was supported by ths solid
earth underneath. Pinslly I came to & rolling country with hills
~and hollows to cross. Here the path ¢id not follow the contour of
~%he ground but stretched like a tight rope from one hilltop to the
- next. &8 the ribbon left the ground and became s usperntled in the il
~alr I becsme ceutious about my steps since I fesred my feetl would go
~]fright'; *ough 88 If it had been & sheet of tissue paper, As I put
Cmy welght upon 1t,- aauticusly at first, I found thatthis thiﬁ,_ﬁhiaing,w :
1ike ribbon was the most solld and substantial thing I had:. '
romy. faet. I merveled to think I could walk on it witn
;_aven vibrating 1n aly WAY.

% step and 1ong strida. “The path.éid not give aruﬂ
tha sl*ghtest degree even when the hard'wind was .



