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NOTICES OI BOOKS.

THE BOOK OF MORMON.

An Account, written by the Hond of Mormon upon Plafes,
taken ﬁom the Plates of Nephi. By Joseeu Swmuts, Jr.,
Author and Proprietor.

Tuis is the title of the volume which contains the collection of
writings held sacred by the Mormonites ; in other words, it is
the title of the Mormon Bible. The Mormomt@ﬂ, as thex are
commonly called, or, as they call themselves, the members of
the true church of Chr]at — as our readers are probably aware,
are a new denomination of religionists. It is but a few years
since they made their appearance in the western part of the
state of New York. They have already met with some success
in the spread of their opinions ; and preachers of this denomi-
nation are now scattering themselves abroad over the land,
labouring with much zeal to gain proselytes to their faith. The
account which has been given of the origin of their sacred
writings is, briefly, this : — Joseph Smith, Jr., whose name ap-
pears on the title-page as author and pmpnetor of the work, was
directed by the Spirit of God to dig, in a hill in the “ tow l’]bhli)
of Manchester, Ontario county, IN. Y »” for certain golden plates,
which were there concealed, and upon which were inscribed
sacred records. He obeyed the direction and found the plates.
The inscriptions upon them were in an unknown tongue. But,
by the special power of the Spirit, Smith was enabled to trans-
late them. This translation is the volume, the title of which 1s
placed at the head of this article. To confirm the truth of this
account, the volume contains two certificates, one of which is
signed b_y three, and the other by eight witnesses. The three
witnesses testify, ¢ That an Angel of God came down from
heaven, and he brought and laid before our eyes, that we be-
held and saw the plates and the engravings thereon.” The
eight witnesses testify, ¢ We have seen and heited, and know
of a surety that the said Swith has got the plates of which
we have spoken, — and we also saw the engravings thereon, all
of which has the appearance of ancient work and of curious
workmanship.”
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The volume contains a collection of writings, or, as they are
called, of different Books, purporting to have been written at
different times, and by the different authors whose names they
respectively bear. The following are the names of the differ-
ent Books, in the order in which they occur.

. Firs Bnok of Nephi. 10. Book of Helaman.

. Second Book of Nephi. 11. Book of Nephi, son of Ne-

. Book of Jacob, brother of Ne- phi, son of Helaman.

phi. 12. Book of Nephi, son of Ne-

4. Book of Enos, son of Jacob. , one of the disciples of
5. Book of .].J.rom son of Enos. Chris

. Book of Omni, son of Jarom. 13. Book of Mormon.

rds of Mormon. 14. Book of Ether.
0 osiah. 15. Book of Moroni.
. Book of Alma.

‘We shall not undertake to give a particular analysis of each
of these Books. We shall give onh brief outline of the con-
tents of the whole. The volume i composed of what purport
to be, historical records, prophetical declarations, and direct
exhortatory addresses. " he following is a brief sketch of what
purport to be the historical records of “the volume.

One Lehi, a devout and holy man, was moved by the threat-
enings of Jeremiah and other prophets who foretold the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, to flee from that devoted city. He left in
the first year of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah. From
Jerusalem he went forth into the wilderness. Afier having
travelled for three days, he pitched his tent in a valley, by the
side of a river which emptied into the Red Sea. Lel hi left be-
hind, in Jerusalem, as he ‘went forth, all his rlch( and took
with him only his family, which ('rm«lstcd of his > Saral and
four sons, Laman, Lemuel, Sam, and Nephi. After he had
pitched lus tent, he sent his sons back to Jerusalem, to obtain
the p s which contained the genes: ecords of his fam-
ily, that the remembrance of their origin might be preserved
among his descendants. His sons succeeded in obtaining the

from which it appeared that Lehi was a descendant r:f
Joseph, the son of Jacob, who was sold into A
Lf‘lu sent his sons back to Jerusalem to seek out for the m‘-e-]\e
who might go forth with them wherever the Lord should
direct. The sons pt‘r\udd(' one Ishmael to unite himself unto
them, and to forth into the wilderness, with his family, which
sisted of daughters. The whole company now journey along
st of the Red Sea for some da and then strike off and
journey in a direction due eas they come to the great
waters. Here, Nephi was directed of the Lord to construct a
vessel ;. and bei isted by the Spirit, he at length »
notwithstandi is elder brothers laughed him to s
attempt. The Vessel is completed, and the whole company now
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launch forth upon ¢ the mighty deep.” It is impossible to ascer-
tain, precisely, from what place they sailed ; and, as the direc-
tion and length of their voyage aré ot p.u’tlcul’ulv mentioned,
we lose all further g .rw’r.iplnc 1 traces of them. During the
. the elder brothers, Laman and Lemuel, refuse to “sub-
their younger brother, hi. They rise in mutiny,
ne ot, and beat him with rods.
‘hile Nephi lay bound, a tempest arose, anc rere driven
from thelr proper course. Nephi i the 7 one that
had been instructed of the Lord in regard to the management
of the el, the elder brothers thrnu'vh fear, rele him and
restored him to the command. '1 hey at Jc‘nrrth arrive at a land
unknown to the rest of the world. After thelr arrival, Laman
and Lemuel revolted from the command of Nephi. This laid
the foundation for two general divisions, called Lamanites and
Nephites. These names came, however, in the course of time,
to dmmre clhtuu‘hnm of L]]'U'J.Lt(‘l' rather than difference of
elieved and disobeyed, were
wl nlp the believing and the obedi-
ent were ranlwrl \ch the I\wpmtm These two general di
ions were each divided into various subordinate tribes. Th
scattered themselves over the land, cultivated the .trt]l
built cities and towns. They cn;o‘ml prosperity or exp
enced adversity, as the people were ol or disobedi
There were frequent wars between the Lamanites and Ne
phites, and victory sided sometimes with one party and sometime:
with the other. The history is more directly that of the Ne
phites, and it is only incidentally that we are made acquaintec
with tlle aﬂ'(urs of thc Lamamt Tl NPp]]itP‘s were some
3 After the
sion of our baviour, as recnrded in the New Testament
represented to have appeared to the Nephites. Whil
among them, he healed the diseased, and gave religious instruc
The religious instruction, which he gave, accords wel
with what is recorded of his discourses in the New Testament
since it is but a copy, almost word for word, from those discour

. After our Saviour had ascended from the Nephites

ospel was preached and spread rapidly among the Nephite

and among a part of the Lamanites. But, at length, the Ne

ites ¢ dwindled in unbelief;” the infidel portion of the inhab

ained the ascendency, the true believers became extinet

and t]lP plates, which cont"uned the records of the nation, wer

* hid up unto the Lord in the ﬁ!rth, to be brought forth in dus
time by the hand of the Gentile.”

Such is a brief sketch of the historical records contained 11
the Book of Mormon. In all this history, there is but one allu
sion which affords us an intelligible hint in regard to the geog
raphy of the land, in which the Nephites and Lamanites dwelt
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There is, incidentally, mention made of a narrow neck of land,
which conn e North country with the South, which, we
suppose, means the Isthmus of Darien. The preachers of this
faith, we understand, endeavour to prove the truth of the his-
tory by a reference to the face of the country. They suppose
the mounds throughout the western states, which have hereto-
ited so much curiosity, are the remains of the cities of
nd Lamanite

cal declarations of the B of Mormon relate
v ty of the people to whom they are
: coming of Christ, and to “ the hiding up of
r being brought forth by the hand of the Gen-
denunciations of woe upon all, who, at the
s may be brought forth, shall ub]ect to “ more

and shall contend that miracles he C

w 111( 1 relate to thP pros

, in Gth(’l‘ words, are (..(JII]])

ophetical writings of the Old Testament.
e Prophet, instead of making new disclosures,
» read to the peopie from the prophecy of
- pters of that Baok,
d. The‘ pmph,,ip in regard to the
coming of Christ and his precu John the B'tptht are
more definite than the prophec of the Old Testament, being
clothed, for the most part, in the language of the New me:ta—

We find the fol-

in Li
and make his paths straigh
ve know not, and i
nof worthy lmln
And my Fatl
1 Jordan ; and he : )
should bap he Me And :lftP]'
had h.'lptl”'od ‘thF‘ 51 rate old and
; ould take
away th sins of the world.”

We find the following prophetical vision of the times of the
Saviour :

d it came to pass, that the angel spake unto me again
And T looked, "and beheld the Lamb of God, “that
taken by the people, the Everlasting God was ]udm=
world. ~ And I, herbhl saw that he was lifted up upon the cross and
slain for the sins of the world.”
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We find the following prophetical declarations, which have
reference, we presume, fo the present times : —

« And because my words shall hiss forth, many of the Gentiles shall
say, A Bible, a Bible ; we have got a Bible wd there cannot be any
more Bible..... W heref'orP because that ye have a Bible, ye need
not suppose that it contains all my words, neither need ye suppose
that T have not caused more to be written,”

From these quotations our readers may gain some idea of the
character of the prophecies contained in the Book of Mormon.
In regard to tlm hortations, there is one singular circums-
stance. e should naturally suppose, that, coming, as Lehi
and his family are represented to have done, from Jerusalem,
there would be some traces of Jewish manners and customs
among the anl}lP But we are disappointed. Nephi did, indeed,
build a temple, after the manner temple. But we
see no account of sacrifices and of national fi s, and but an
allusion to synagogues. No. The moment they are established
in their new land, we read of the church, of preaching, accord-
ing to the modern style of p]'('ZL 1inrr of' conv
and of baptism. The e3
the doctrine
nearly the same with tl .
In the one case, the pm‘;pls‘ were «
viour would come and that an atonement would be m.u]e in the
other, that a Saviour had come and that an atonement had
been made. We find the following account of an interview
between Aaron, one of the preachers, and the king, which may
serve as a specimen of the exhortations. This interview tool
place, we would nhserve, before the appearance of our lour.

r that the King would
"\ulam rFadinfr the

w.ndn ents,
d Aur_ n

pl'm of red h
‘rrmn 1!1& tound J.tnm n! 'fh.P world, tlnrm for dll
: .Ll]nn,
\ uff 'in:rs and death
of Christ at.onet.i'l l'c)r t.heir sins 1.hrougl1 faith and repentance.”

We have thus given a brief h of the contents of the
whole book. — In regard to the in which the book is writ-
ten, we have but little to say. here is an attempt to imitate
the style of the sacred S i attempt is unsuc-
cessful. ome of the more obvious peculiarities of scripture-
language are indeed exhibited. Nearly two thirds of the para-
graphs are introduced with the phrase, “ And it came to pass.”




1.] The Book of Mormon. 45

In endeavouring to preserve the solemn style of the Scriptures,
there is a total disregard of grammatical propriety. We read,
“ The Lord sayeth unto me and I sayeth unto the Lord.” But
perhaps a few extracts, selected at random, will give our readers
a more correct idea of the general style of the bool\, than any
remarks we might offer.

“ And it came to pass that when they had arriven in the borders
of the land of the Lamanites.”
“ And it came to pass that I Nephi did make bellowses wherewith to
blow the fire.”
“And it came to pass that Limhi and many of his people was
ous to be baptized.”

We might fill our pages with quotations like these. We will,
however, bring forward but one or two more. On page 182
find Abinadi, a true prophet of the Lord, breaking forth into
sublime strains of holy indignation against the false prophets,
who had caused the people to pervert the ways of the Lord.
The following is the passage: —
“ And now Abinadi saith unto them, ¢ Are you priests, and pretend
ach this people, and to understand the spirit of prophesying, and
ireth to know of me, what these things mean? I say unto,
o be unto you for penertmo’ the ways of the Lord. For if ye
erstand t ‘ s, ye have not taught them, therefore ye have
perverted the ways of the Lord. Ye have not applied your hearts to
understanding, tereIure ye have not been wise. Therefore what
thou this people ? And they said, we teach the law of
And again he saith unto them, if ye teach the law of
do ye not keep it? Why do ye set your hearts upon
rength upon hdr]ut:, yea, and
sin, 1hat the Lord hath cause to send
me, to prophe i this people, yea, even a great evil against
is people 7 Knowest thou not that I'speak the truth? Yea, thou
that I speak the truth ; and you had ought to tremble be-
fore God.”

On page 515, we learn what to expect during the period of
the much-talked-of Millenium. For we find a description of
the state of society among the Nephites, at a time when the in-
fluence of religion was u_ni\-'ersall}' felt. At that time, we are
told, ““ there were no robbers, nor no murderers, neither were
there Lamanites, nor no manner of Ites.”— But we have satisfied
our readers, we trust, with specimens of the style of the Book of
Mormon. We will only add, that the different writers seem to
have been all educated in the same school, since the same style
is manifest in the writings of all.

That the Mormon faith has spread, with some degree of ra-
pidity, since its first appearance, cannot be disputed. We are
told, that there are already six hundred preachers of this faith,
sc'meled abroad over the land. We have, therefore, in readmcr
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the Book of Mormon, sought carefully for the peculiarities which
are calculated to give it success, and we have also inquired as
to the course pursued by the preachers in setting forth their
views. There is some degree of plausibility, both in the course
pursued by the preachers, and in the contents of the book itse]f,
The course pursued by the preachers we understand is this.
They state, what all admit to be facts, that, in the primitive
ages of the church, there was among the disciples the power of
speaking with tongues and of working miracles; that, at the
present day, no denomination of Christians possesses this power.
From these facts they draw the conclusion, that all denomina-
tions of Christians have departed from the true faith of the prim-
itive church. They then claim for themselves and the members
of their church the power of speaking with tongues and of work-
ing miracles. 'They jabber with some strange sounds, and call
this the speaking with tongues. They assert it as a fact, that
among them the dead have been raised and the sick healed.
From these facts, as they call them, they draw the conclusion
that they are the members of the true church of Christ. If you
object to the historical accounts of their sacred books, they refer
you to the mounds of the western country, as remains of ancient
cities, and as proofs that this country was once inhabited by a race
of people better acquainted with the arts of civilized life, than
the present race of savages; and this, they contend, is satisfac-
tory presumptive proof of the truth of the history. Do you ask,
what reason there is to believe that our Saviour, after his ascen-
sion, appeared to the former inhabitants of America? They
answer you in the words of their sacred books, in what purport
to be the words of our Saviour himself while among the Ne-
phites : —

“ And verily I say unto you, that ye are they, of which I said,
Other sheep I have which are not of this fold, them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one fold

and one shepherd. And they understood me not, for they sup-
posed it had been the Gentiles.”

Now all this presents itself to the minds of the ignorant, as
being plausible, as being forcible.  They see not the sophistry.
They know not what answer to give, and they are consequently
carried away. In addition to all this, the preachers do not
shock previously existing attachments, by rejecting the Bible.
They profess to receive the whole Bible, just as it stands, and to
regard it just as Christians generally regard it. They direct their
hearers to search the Scriptures, and they themselves undertake
to explain the declarations of the Old and New Testaments.
They bring forward the Book of Mormon as another and more
clear and distinct revelation, given to another branch of the
descendants of Abraham, but as corresponding in its design and
its general tenor with the sacred Scriptures.
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And then, too, the book itself is with some art adapted to the
known prejudices of a portion of the community. It is well
known, that, among a portion of the community, there is a
strong prejudice against the support, by the people, of a regular
ministry.  All such will find 1n the Book of Mormon, that,
among ‘the members of the true church, the preachers did not
set themselves above the people, that they laboured with their
own hands for the supply of their wants, that, when the period
of religious worship arrived, the preachers, as u.e]I as the penp}e
went from their labours to th(' devotions, and that, when this
period had passed, the preach as well as the peoplc, returned
to their labours.

Again, it rell known, that, among some, there are com-
plaints that officers of g overnment should be supported in what
they regard a life of ease and laziness, by salaries, drawn
from the pockets of the hard-labouring p nple in the form of
taxes. All such will find in the Book of Mormon, that those
rulers are of as most acceptable in the sight of God, who
laboured, working with their hands, for the supply of their
wants, that so the people might not be burdened with taxes for
their support ; and, cun‘-equent!\' all such are led to h
when the dn(‘tnm of the Book of Mormon, or the tru
the primitive ch shall prevail, they shall be freed f
for tlu' support of government.

er, it is well known that, in some minds, there is a
clothing, or even against decent apparel,
_pridv in the wearer. Those, who are under the
influence of this prejudice, find something in the Book of Mor-
mon to suit their taste. They find that calamities were often
ght upon the Nephites, through the pride of those who wore
apparel. ' find that, on one occasion, when the
ssed of the Lord with worldly prosperity, they
g other things, great supplies of  homely cloil 2
it 1 1own that, in many minds,
strong ing of opposition to the institution of Mason
cuch find something in the Book of Mormon to meet tl
They find that, at a certain tin

=

“ Satan did stir up the hearts of the more parts of the Nephites,
insomuch that they did unite with th bands of robbers, and did
enter into their covenants and their oaths, that they would protect and
preserve one another, in whatever difficult circumstances they
should be placed in, that the y should not suffer for their murders
and their pluwlvrl and their stealings. And it came to pass,
that t did have their si , vea, thelr secret signs, and their
secret words, and this, tl v might d lll'Tlll‘-h a brother who
had entered into the cov 2 sr wickedness his
krother should do, he she ud not br’ m]ur( d by his brother, nor by
those who did belong to his band who had taken this covenant’;
and whosoever of their band should reveal unto the world their




