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INTROI'UCTION

Joseph Smith Jr,, the Mormon prophet, and his brother,
Hyrum, tad been dead scarcely a year before the Lattei-day
Saints concluded to leave their heloved city of Nauvoo,
Illinois, and risk their future in the isolation of the Rocky
Mountain west., Joseph Smith's image and impact upon the uow
prophet-less Church lcomzd as large in death as it had in life.
As one disciple, William W. Phelps, proclaimed, the prophet's
murder would preserve the Church at America's expense. God
will "vex this nation, and all natioms, that have rejected and
slain his prophets and apostles: Then comes the day of
calamity: then passes this bitter cup: then, brethren and
sisters, we can laugh at distress and their trouble."

Brigham Young, who assumed leadership over the Church as
the highest-ranking ecclesiastical figure, reinforced Phelps'
tone of urgency and anticipation,

It is the mind of the Spirit to the
Saints scattered abroad throughout this
Continent to gather Westward, tc the
place appointed, for a hiding place to
Jacob, yea a home to Israel, while the
desolation and wickedness maketh desolate
the lands and cities where the voice of
prophets have been heard unheeded.

Even if pressure from opponents had never reached
intolerable levels, the Mormons would have eventually left
Nauvoo. Like mariners fleeing the vortex of a sinking ship,

they felt the need to come out of "Babylon" and to put a safe

distance between them and God's imminent scourge of America.
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They only sought time for an orderly departure and to find.a
hiding place where the Church in 1sclation could catch its
collective breath and become what everywhere else had prevented
it from being.

It was this spirit of immediacy and escape, born of
repeated persecution and opposition, this belief in divine
retribution and premillenial expectations that largely colored
the tenor of their time and faith. The story of the Latter-day
~Saints at the Missouri takes place against an ever-changing
backdrop of scenery and attitudes in a period of unmatched
agitation and disruption., Everything was in transition. Their
society, economy, leadership councils, even their doctrines,
patterns of worship, and religious practices were uprooted and
distended, transported and re-evaluated. And in the process,
they left a permanent impression upon the history of Mormonism
and of America.

What had brought them to this impasse? The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, organized in Fayette, New
York, 6 April 1830, sprang into being from the proclaimed
visions, revelations, and teachings of Joseph Smith, Jr. Based
on such religious tenets as Christian primitivism and
premillenialism, the belief in a centuries' long apostasy and
the subsequent restoration of divine truths and priesthoods, in
the Book of Mormon as an ancient American book of scripture,
and in modern revelation to a living prophet, the Church
attracted a coterie cf enthusiastic followers and flourished
for much of the 1830's in Kirtland, Ohio, near present

Cleveland. An ever-expanding missionary force proselyted along
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the eastern seaboard, north into Upper Canada, and befors the
end of the decade to the British Isles with encouraging
success, While at Kirtland, they built a temple, refined their
organization, added to theilr canon of scripture, and developed
their doctrine nd theology.

At the same time, they made repeated unsuccessful efforts
to establish the “New Jerusalem" in the "center stake of Zion"
proclaimed as Independence, Missouri, which at that time was
but a fledgling outfitting town on the Missouri River. Their
attempts to headquarter at Independence aborted in a climate of
overzealousness, milsunderstanding, suspilicion, and eventual
cruel persecution. Missouri would not accept Mormonism and the
animosity reached a peak in 1838 when Governcr Lilburn W. Boggs
issued his executive order '"to exterminate" the Mormons ({as
they were then pejoratively called) and to drive them from the
state.

Forced out of Missouri quite literally at gunpoint, they
eventually found a friendly refuge in western Illinois on the
banks of the Mississippi River north of Quincy. Joseph Smith
soon called the settlement Nauvoo, "the city beautiful",
Founded in 1839, Nauvoo rapidly became the Mormon capital, home
to thousands of converts, and by 1845 was the largest city in
the state. Here another temple, larger and more impressive than
the one at Kirtland, was constructed to accommodate the
constantly developing patterns cf worship and religious

ordinances.



By the time of Joseph Smiili's death in June 1844, the
religious practice of plural marriage had established itself
amidst a hand-picked quorum of believers. This, 1in conjunction
with the economic and political jealousies of surrounding
Illinois communities, the ongoing bitterness between the
Missourians and the Mormons, the Mormon habit of block voting,
their clannishness, and religious fervor, all contributed to
the creation of an atmosphere of tension and instability.
Eventually it was determined that the Mormons must be dislodged
whatever the cost. Many expected, somewhat naively, that the
elimination of Joseph and Hyrum Smith would ruin the young
Church. On the contrary, their death seemed to fire the flames
of faith. ©Nevertheless, the "martyrdom" was an unmistakeable
signal to Mormon leaders that either they get out voluntarily
or face an inevitable civil war.

At this juncture in time this study begins and then
follows the Church westward. Much has been written about the
Mormon trek to the Salt Lake Valley of the Great Basin, the
route followed, and the leading personalities involved, but
surprisingly little has been written on the central issues at
hand. These include such matters as the development of plaans,
economics, theological and ecclesiastical adaptations and
implementations, dealings with the federal government, the
Indians, and a host of other bread and butter issues. Specific
tc the present study, the history of Winter Quarters, the
interim headquarters of the Mormons from 1846 to 1848 while in
transit from Illinois to the mountains, has been sadly

neglected. Far more attention, for instance, has been devoted



to the march of the 500-man Mormon Battalion from the Missouri
River to California than to the 10,000 plus people they left
behind at Winter Quarters and nearby settlements.

What accounts for this omission? 1Is it because Winter
Quarters was, after ail, only temporary, a dreary, death-ridden
layover on the way to a far more glorlous climax "far away in
the West"? Or is it because it was an interregnum period
occuring as it did after the death of Joseph Smith and before
Brigham Young's ordination as President? The fact that no
temple was ever bullt at Winter Quarters or that few, if aany,
physical landmarks other than a cemetery now remain may have
deterred some inquirers, |

Whatever the reasons, scholars are guilty of an incredible
disinterest in and an appalling ignorance of ghe histbr; of the
Mormons at Winter Quarters, (now Florence, Nebraska) and the
events 1n Iowa leading up to its establishment. Palmyra, New
York, cradle of Mormonism, is revered in song and pageant:
Kirtland, Ohio, is ever remembered; Nauvoo 1s now a
restorationist’'s delight. But Winter Quarters, and its
successor Kanesville (Council Bluffs), Iowa, headquarters of
the Church for over two years, and home to thousands for as
long as Nauvoo ever was, have been inexcuseably slighted. Far
too much happened in the Missouri Valley to be ignored any
longer. Here revelations were proclaimed, apostolic supremacy
and succession pronounced and made firm, and a Battalion raised
midst formidable obstacles and opposing attitudes. At Winter
Quarters women exercised the Priesthood, new patterns of

worship were implemented, and plans for the great trek west
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gsolidified. Polygamy and the law of adoption and other new and
barely tested doctrines were practised in the open. And here
faith deepened while apostasy flourished. Whatever the causes
for this unfortunate oversight, this dissertation is written to
£411 that void.

The first two chapters of the twelve constituting this
study lay the necessary groundwork and provide the reasons
behind the existence of Winter Quarters. Special emphasis is
placed on the twisted plans involved in leaving Nauvoo, the
trouble~filled crossing of Iowa, the constant revisions and
frustrating delays. Among the chapters that follow, much new
research ground is broken and new interpretations proferred on
life at Winter Quarters. These include such diverse topics as
the following: Mormon-Indian relations; sickness and death and
the impact these hardships had on their deliberations; the
economics of a frontier community with special reference made
to the problems and complaints of Mormon Battalion families;
social norms and living conditions and hardships for both men
and women; developments in ecclesiastical governments on all
levels with particular studies on apostolic supremacy and
succession; Mormon theology and temple work in "the
wilderness"; and finally, an historical overview of life from
1848 to 1852 in Kanesville, Iowa, which Mormon community
temporarily flourished after the abandoning of Winter Quarters.

While the Mormons were intent on leaving the territorial
boundaries of the United States as then constituted, their

exodus must been seen and understood against the rapidly

xii



changing backdrop of American history out of which they came
and from which they would never really escape. |

The Latter-day Saints were not alone in looking west for
solutions to their problems. If it was divinely manifested to
them, the rest of the country was stirring to the strains of
another similar impulse which one New York City editor first
phrased in 1845 as "manifest destiny." It was time again for
Americans to expand westward, to flee the east for the wilds
and opportunities of Oregon, California, and Texas, time to
prevent any further intrusions on what surely was American soil
on the west coast, and time to establish greater trade with the
Far East. Florida had just entered the Union as the 27th state
in March 1845 and Texas, the "lone star republic” had dsue the
same shortly afterwards. James K. Polk had been elected
President in 1844 over Henry Clay in large measure because of
his commitments to territorial expansion in the west. By 1845,
5,000 were already settled in Oregon. Consciously or
unconsciously, and for whatever other reasons, Brigham Young
and his band of followers were participating in part of a much
larger and releatless American westward movement.

By 1846 America's population, doubling every decadz, stood
at 20,794,000, That same year, foreign immigration reached a
new all-time high with 154,000 new arrivals, mostly from Great
Britain, a foreshadowing of the millions to come. The Urnited
States was then experiencing a mild recovery in its economy
from the depression of 1838-43 and would not experiencs another
"boom" until the discovery of gold in California in 1848. New

advances were being made in science, industry, and agriculture

x1id



with the recent invention of the McCormick reaper just coming
into use to replace the cast-iron plow, with the beginning of
large-scale adoption cof steam power in the east and the rapid
exvansion of the nation's railroads, with the advent of the
telegraph in 1844, and the imminent invention of the sewing
machine.

But if its industrial and mechanical developments and
territorial expansions were manifest, it was not at all clear
and in fact was ever a point of debate whether or not that
"peculiar institution" of slavery should be permitted to expand
west with the rest of the country. It was the time of
abolitionists and slavery defenders, the Federal Fugitive Slave
law and the Underground Railroad, that tenuous interim between
the 1820 Missouri Compromise and the Dred Scott case of 1857
which denied Negroes citizenship even in the North and ruled
Clay's compromises unconstitutional. Significantly, the same
year the Mormons were fleeing Nauvoo for freedom in the West,
Congress tried to pass the "Wilmot Proviso" forbidding slavery
in any new territories acquired from Mexico during the upcoming
campaign against that nation. The slavery issue would
eventually fester into civil war just fifteen years later.
Whether for rejecting Joseph or slavery, the nation would
indeed suffer the "calamity" and "distress'" that William Phelps
and scores of astute statesmen and politicians across the land
had been predicting. In 1846, the mood of the country was

expansionist, the times unsettling, and the future uncertain.
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Having provided this short review, let me add this very
personal note with respect to my outlook and interpretatioﬁ.
The late U.S. senator, Hubert H. Humphrey, once said, "I doun't
know what I'm thinking until I see what I say." Having
purposely waited till the end to introduce what I'va written
and how I've elected to present it, I am more surprised at the
bulk of the data rather than the tome or interpretation. 1It's
a long thesis, but necessarily so in order to present the total
picture. As to interpretation, I have tried to tell a true
story without consciously making an argument, presenting a
case, or establishing a faith, Though a Latter-day Saint and
an avid student of Mormon manuscripts and history, I have tried
hard not to be a slave to prejudice or to prate a certain
religious interpretation; rather, I have endeavored to be fair.
Yet I cannot see how one can write about the Mormons, or any
other religious community for that matter, without dealing with
their faith and theology. It would be like analyzing the
American Revolution without understanding the root causes. The
discussions on faith and doctrines are nescessary, I feel, to
give background, understanding and context.

Since almost every writer of Mormon history has had a
difficult time remaining neutral, myself included, I have
relied very heavily on the primary documentation, the
unpublished manuscript, and have followed those sources to
wherever they have taken me. These sources are admittedly
primarily mormon-oriented since the historical experience
herein described is overwhelmingly a mormon one; consequently

my perspective in part reflects that conscious reliaace.
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Whether the r=2ader is sympathetic to Mormonism or
otherwise, perhaps he or she owes 1t this single consideration
- that these people, like so many other sincere religious
devotees before and since, surely believed in what they were
doing. 1In this regard, I am reminded of Robert Bolit's
memorable drama, "A Man For All Seasons" in which Sir Thomas
More, English Lord Chancellor to King Henry VIII, was tried,
convicted, and executed for his impedimental faith in the
apostolic succession of the pope and In the supremacy of the
Roman Catholic Church. Said More, "Why, it's a theory yes; you
can't see 1it; can't touch it; it's a theory. But what matters
to me is not whether it's true or not but that I believe it to
be true, or rather not that I believe it, but that I believe
L

So too in this case. These people believed in their
creed, in who they were, and in what they were doing. That
made all the difference then; that is what really only matters

now.,

*Robert Bolt, A Man For All Seasons ~ A Play of Sir Thomas

More {(Toronto: Bellhaven House, 1960), p.53. Underlining in

original.
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CHAPTER ONE

"IT IS NO PLACE FOR THE SAINTS"
THE MORMONS BEGIN LEAVING NAUVOO

I feel as though Nauvso will be
filled with all manner of abominations.
It is no place for the Saints; and the
Spirit whispers to me that the brethren
had better get away as fast as they
can. . « « I hope the brethren will not
have trouble there, but the dark clouds
of SOryow are gathering fast over that
place.

So confided Brigham Young, the Mormon leader just three
weeks after he and his closest advisors had secretly
abandoned the Mormon capital on the Mississippi River.
"Nauvoo the Beautiful," the "City of Joseph," the "center
stake of Zion," and one-time haven for the Latter-day
Saints, by the fall of 1845 had become a "prison" to Church
authorities, a nest of apostasy, persecution, and physical
dangers no longer suitable for whatever future designs
Brigham had in mind for saving the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.

This beginning chapter will explain why the Latter-day
Saints left Nauvoo, the timetable they followed, what
influence temple building and temple work had on their
departure plans, and finally, what economic, political, and
religious considerations contributed to Brigham Young's

urgency to locate a new headquarters somewhere "over the

mountains." These questions demand exploration for the



history of the Mormons at the Missouri begins in Nauvoo,

Illinois.

Reading The Handwriting On The Wall

As early as April 1845, Illinois Governor Thomas Ford
advised Brigham, for safety sake, to leave the state.2 "I
think it would be good policy for your people to move to
some far distant country," he counselled. "Your religion is
new and 1t surprises the people as any great novelty in
religion generally does. They cannot rise above the
prejudice excited." Not excusing such prejudice but
claiming to understand its intensity, Ford confessed, "I do
not forsee the time when you will be permitted to enjoy
quiet,”" and said that he had been "informed by General
[Joseph] Smith last summer that he contemplated a removal

west."3

Ford was advising the painfully obvious: either
leave or be destroyed.

The summer of 1845 was fairly harmless, but serious
troubles began in September with enemies to the Church
setting fires in small settlements outside Nauvoo - a sign
of impending depredations., 1In early October 1845 these

" as they were called, held a series of

"anti-Mormons,
meetings in Carthage and Quincy, Illinois, and adopted the
"Quincy Convention" which demanded the removal of the
Mormons by May 1846.4 Later that same month, Governor Ford,

fearful of an all out civil war in Hancock County, ordered a

peace-keeping army to the Nauvoo area to postpone what he



foresaw as inevitable widescale violence, death, and
destruction.

Similarly, Brigham Young, the 44 year-old interim head
of the Church by right of his position as senior member of
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, feared an impending
catastrophe and concluded early on that the Church must seek
a new refuge in total isolation. In an October 1845 letter
written to Apostle Wilford Woodruff, then in England,
Brigham confided that "they have told us plaiuly that the
prejudice of the people are [sic] such that the state cannot
posably [sic] protect us and that it is therefore advisable
for us to remove as the only conditions of peace." He then
concluded, "We have determined to do so in the Spring."'J

Irene Hascall, a young woman living in Nauvoo reported
on the deteriorating situation, the Quincy treaty, and plans
to leave the following spring. '"The twelve have issued a
proclamation that if they will let them alone this
winter . . . and do what they carn to prepare us for
journeying, all that follow the twelve will go where they
will net trouble [the] United States with Mormon religiomn.

o . She concluded, "I think probably they will crcss the

Rocky Mountains to a healthier climate."6

4 spring exodus had been mentioned as early as 28
August 1845 when Church leaders decided "that 3,000
able-bodied men should be selected to prepare themselves to
start in the spring to Upper California, taking their

, . 7
families with them."

reduced to 1500.8 At the October conference of the Church

By 9 September, the number had been



which convened in the completed portions of the Nauvoo
Temple, some 5000 of the faithful listened to detailed plans
and timetables for the sprinz evacuation. William
Huntington, a member of the Nauvoo High Council, recorded
that on 6 October 1845 "the Church resolved to leave Nauvoo
and seek a resting place westward wherever God would lead |

them."9

During the confcriince many heads of families
entered into a covenant to consecrate their properties and
other possessions to the Church to assist in every way the
exodus of the thousands of widowed, infirm, and destitute.
This "Nauvoo Covenant" was prerequisite to the successful
completion of thelr departure plans and Brigham would hold
them to it.lo
Further proof of their determination to leave was the
formation of four companies of one hundred families eaéh,
the first being "the Twelve's company”" to consist of the
twelve apostles, other lower level Church leaders, and their
families.11 Soon afterwards, twenty-one more companiles were
established with captains assigned the responsibilities of
organizing, outfitting, and supervising all departure
preparations for his particular company.12 Huntington was
chosen as one such captain. Simple arithmetic indicates
that if each family averaged even five people,13 this
October scheme would have accommodated some 12,500 souls - a
very high percentage of Nauvoo's estimated population of

17,000. %



Throughout the fall, Nauvoo was alive with preparation
efforts. As one put it, "nearly every man was somec kind of
a mechanic to build wagons, and the whole mind of the people
was engaged in the great work of emigrating west in the
Spring."15 By the end of the year 3,500 families had been
organized and 2,000 wagons either completed or being
constructed.16 Their efforts culminated in a January
circular of the Nauvoo High Council which stated clearly
that Church leaders would begin to leave "some time in
March", a pronouncement most likely made to convince

their enemies of their intentions.17

Thelr Destination

While the vanguard company of Church leaders prepared
for its March departure date, most others in Nauvoo
anticipated leaving shortly after the completion of the
temple scheduled for April or May thereby meeting the Quincy
Committee deadline.18 But if their timetable was clear,
much less so was their intended place of refuge. The
destination was discussed at length, but apparentliy nc firm
decision was ever made in Nauvoo. The matter was addressed
in such vague, ambivalent, even contradictory terms that a
firm conclusion is virtually impossible. Evidence suggests
that Joseph Smith had anticipated the impending persecutions
and had predicted a migration of the Church westward. Anscon
Call, as early as 1842, reported that Joseph Smith

supprosedly said "the Saints would continue to suffer much

affliction and would be driven to the Rocky Mountains'" and



that some then in N:uvoo would "go and assist in making
settlements and build cities and see the saints become a
mighty people in the midst of the Rocky Mountains."l9 Orson
Pratt and Heber C. Kimball, when halfway across Iowa,
referred to an 1838 statement, purportedly of Joseph
Smith's, in which "the Prophet had this mission in
contemplation, viz., to find a location west of the Rocky
Mountains." Commented Pratt, "Whenever Joseph spoke on that
subject, he proposed to send a company of young men as
pioneers to seek a location."20
In TFTebruary 1844 Joseph had instructed the apostles "to
send out a delegation and investigate the location of
California and Oregon, and hunt out a good location, where
we can remove to after the temple is completed and where we
can build a city in a day, and have a government of our own,
[and] get up into the mountains, where the devil cannot dig

n2l

us out. Although many men volunteered for the

expedition, the plan was throttled by Nauvoo's worsening
social and political climate.

James Allen Scott, in Nauvoo in April 1846, reported on
a discourse by apostle William Smith, younger brother to
Joseph who had turned sour on Brigham Young's leadership.

. . .He prophesied that in six
months the saints would rue going west
fand] said that Joseph never said anything
about moving to C[aliformial]; after he
quit a man in [the] crowd asked leave to
speak being granted. He mounted the stand
and told the people that he was with Joseph
for two or three days previous to his
death - gave him the pistol in jail.
Received his blessing and last instructions
which were sent by him both verbal and



written to the Church which were to go to

go [sic] west to Oregon or California as

the Lord should direct and affirmed that

he knew that this was the council of Joseph

and Hyrum. Afterzye was done, William got

up and denied it,
As indicated, Governor Ford also thought Joseph had
projected a move west.23 But 1f Joseph Smith had
anticipated a general exodus, he referred to it only in
vague and obscure generalities and never specified a
particular place of settlement or timetable. Reliable
evidence simply does not exist to prove otherwise.

Yet regardless of where "Zion" eventually would be
located and whether or not Brigham's plan owed anything to
Joseph, Brigham and other Church leaders were determined to
leave Nauvoo as quickly as possible. Then they would find a
new home "in some good valley in the neighborhood of the
Rocky Mountains" where they could worship without
persecution, where they would "infringe upon no cne, and not
be likely to be infringed upon."24

A recent article by Lewis Clark Christian argues that
"Mormon leaders were formulating plans to colonize the
Pacific Coast, Oregon, Vancouver Island, and other proposed
sites for 'stakes of Zion' but that the center would

n23 However,

probably be somewhere near the Great Salt Lake.
Brigham spoke out of both sides of his mouth on this issue,
in the vaguest and sometimes most misleading of terms,
perhaps deliberately to confuse and bewilder his enemies.

For several months, Mormon leaders had been studying Colonel

John C. Fremont's trans-Missouri maps and expeditionary



reports of 1842 and 1843 as well as other works on the Rocky
Mountain region.26 Such studies may have led them to
seriously consider the Great Salt Lake Valley but not
necessarily to decide on it as the ultimate destination. 1In
letters to Wilford Woodruff, Brigham indicated they would
head west of the Rocky Mountains to the area of the "Bay of
St. Francisquo" and of Vancouver Island, or, in other words,
somewhere in the vast area of "Upper Califormia" covering
almost all of the west coast.27 In a later letter to
another apostle, Orson Hyde, Brigham could only say, "it
will be over the Yountains, but to define the spot we cannot
at present."28
Only as the "Saints"” moved further westward and gleaned
more solid, on-site information from fur traders, mountain
men, and Jesuit fathers, did the answer crystalize.z9 And
even after later conforences with these knowledgeable men,
the most specific Brigham could be was "to go tc the Bear

River Valley, Great Basin, or Salt Lake."3o

Determining a
suitable location seemed less a matter of divine decree and

more of deliberate planning and interminable discussion.

Unfinished Nauvoo Business

During the few short months before the March deadline,
Brigham intended to use the time not only to build wagons,
purchase supplies, and make other preparatiomns, but also to
begin "temple work" and "endowments" for the people.

The Mormon neople had labored almost five years

constructing the majestic Nauvoo Temple on the crown of the



hill overlooking the Mississippi. Made of white limestone
and erected at a cost of several hundred thousand dollars,
its exterior dimensions measured 128' east and west, 80'
north and south, and 60' high with the tower and spire
rising an additional 98 1/2'.31 At the time of its
completion in May 1846, although many of the interior rooms
were never completely finished, it was the largest structure
north of St. Louls and west of Chicago. Ironically, they
were now about to leave it just as 1t neared completion.

But before doing so, many longed to participate in what they
believed to be sacred saving ordinances both for themselves
and their kindred dead that could be performed only in the
“"House of the Lord", the term used by the faithful to
describe the temple.

Temple work was and 1s at the very heart of Mormon
doctrine. Specifically, the "blessings of the Temple"
included various ordinances, rites, key words, performances
and dramatizations, and above all, covenants and promises
that Mormons believed had been divinely restored and were
essential for salvation. This package of temple rites,
called the 'endowment', was both a symbol and conditional
promise of salvation. Temple ceremonies, based on the
doctrine of the etermality of the soul, included celestial
or eternal marriages for the living and the dead, baptisms
for the dead, and the sealing of living or deceased children
to earthly families in an etermal family unit.32

Temple ordinances began in Nauvoo 10 December 1845 and

continued night and day until late January so that as many
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as possible could participate. Many volunteers worked in
the temple in one capacity or another from early in the
morning until past ten at night since Brigham intended that
"every worthy man" and woman should receive his endowment.
But temple work was squeezed into the remaining time
Church authorities had in Nauvoo and, for want of it, they
would have defied the odds and been on their way even
earligr. "The main and only cause of our tarrying so long,"
admitted Brigham, "was to give the brethren those blessings
in the Temple, for which they had labored so diligently and
faithfully to build, and as soon as it was prepared, we
labored incessantly almost night and day to wait on them
until a few days prior to our departure." During these few
short weeks, 8,000 received their endowments.33
The endowment was, to the believing and worthy
Latter-day Saints, a spiritual climax, a reward for their
labors, and a prerequisite spiritual preparation for the
impending struggles ahead. Had the temple been completed
earlier, the exodus would have begun that much earlier. 1In
that case, the entire history of the Mormon trek would have
changed and very possibly, the Mormon stay at the Missouri,

the theme of this study, would largely have been obviated.

A Premature Departure

While temple work certainly complicated and delayed the
advanced exodus of Church leaders, a lengthy postponement
was out of the question. Several reasons account for this,

including fears for the personal safety of members of the
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Twelve, the possibility of arrests, and threatened
assassination attempts. The activities of various
counterfeiters who had based their operations im and around
Nauvoo and who had endeavored to blame Church leaders for
their own i1llegal operations had caused a number of
indictments in December 1845 at the U.S. District Court in
Springfield against Brigham Young and eight of his fellow

34

apostles. One second level leader, Theodore Turley, wes

arrested down river at Alton allegedly for counterfeiting or

n35

"bogus-making. Turley's arrest tended to agitate

emotions still further and as Brigham complained, "smeared

n36 Church leaders were

the Mormons all around the country.
sought after on one charge or another almost continually
from October until December. On 20 October 1845 William
Huntington referred to a subtle change of the opposition's
tactics from that of September's crop burnings of the farms
in Morley and other outlying Mormon settlements neai Nauvoo,
to troubling and harassing "by writs, [and] lawsuits, trying
to pick the brethren away one or a few at a time secretly
and by imprisoning. . . . Strong guards ware kept to
prevent parties of the mob from taking off the brethren with

37 Most of the writs concerned

their vexatious suits."
efforts to arrest Brigham and other accomplices to Joseph

Smith regarding the destruction of the Nauvoo Expositor

newspaper press just prior to Smith's death.
At a secret meeting held in the attic of the Temple 10
January 1846, members of the Council of Fifty, an advisory

body established by Joseph Smith to give counsel on
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political and civic affairs, discussed "the subject of
leaving this place [Nauvoo] . . . the time, when, etc.
Trouble was near at hand, was the decided opinion oi ihe

Council."38

Joseph L, Heywood, a trusted confidant, advised
Brigham "that if you should tarry . . . however agreeable it
might be to your Brethren here to have your society, . . .
your safety would be greatly endangered.'" He advised a
speedy departure "with a cavalcade of one thousand armed
men" to discourage obstiactions for "the enemy knows the
only way in which they can get up a row, and that i1s by
attempting arrest."39
While the threat of arrest was annoying, rumored
assassination attempts were taken more seriously. One
Mormon, Edmund Durphy, had already been murdered within the
preceding month.40 Assassinations might come from either
anti-Mormons or, just as likely, from diasffected members
and apostates. Confided Brigham in a note dated 18 January
1846,
A meeting of the Captains of
emigrating companies was held in the
attic story of the Temple, to ascertain
the number ready and willing to start
should necessity compel our instant
removal, being aware that evil 1is
intended towards us, and that our
safety alone will depend upon our
departure from this place, before
our enemies shall %ftercept and
prevent our going.
Hosea Stout, active in Nauvoo police activities, omn 23

January reported to Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, and

Amasa Lyman that he had heard of negotiations among the
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anti-Mcrmons "to hire some daring person to secretly
assassinate some of the Twelve."42 Besides concerns over
their personal safety and freedom, Brigham and other leaders
believed that their early departure would prove thei£¢ N
genuine intent and possibly free the rest of the Saints from
harassment, pillaging, crop burnings, and other
injustices.43 By easing tensions, the temple could be
finished, properties sold at better prices, and travel
preparations completed.44 Brigham felt compelled to buy
time and forbearance for he must have known that many of the
poor and those then arriving in Nauvoo from distant Uranches
of the Church could not possibly be prepared and out of the
city by the final May departure deadline as stipu%ated by
the Quincy Committee.

A third explanation for the leadership's premature
departure was a widespread rumor that the United States
government was about to dispatch troops to interfere with
the intended exodus. Certainly many migrants then moving
west or shortly about to do so suspected the Mormon cause.45
Between 1843 and 1846 traffic over the Oregon and California
trails mushroomed from an estimated 1,100 travelers in 1843
to over 8,000 in 1846. 15,000 were preparing to leave in
1847, and 1848 would see another 19,000 on the trail.*
More of these immigrants were from Missouri and Illinois
than any other state or region in the country and were
generally antagonistic towards the Mormom cause. No nne

more perfectly personified that hostility than former

Missouri Governor, Lilburn W. Boggs. who himself would be on
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the traill to California in April 1846. The Mormons despised
and condemned Boggs for his 1838 "extermination order" to
expel them from Missouri, while in return Boggs blamed the
Mormons for an unsuccessful assassination attempt on his
life in 1842.%7

As early as the spring of 1846, some Oregon trains were
avoilding travel on the north side of the Platte River
because of rumors that 5,000 heavily-armed Mormons were
marching westward intent on murdering emigrants and
confiscating property.48 And for various reasons, not the
least of which were prior discussions between Mormons and
disgruntled Indians,49 rumor had it that the Mormons would
incite Indian provocation against the migrating parties.so

Francis Parkman, who in 1846 was on the plains to
describe first-hand Indian life styles and traditions, wrote
of the Mormons, "No one could predict what would be the
result when large armed bodies of these fanatics should
encounter the most impetuous and reckless of their old

nd1 Such animosities would harden as

enemies on the prairie.
the Mormons made their way west, but by February 1846 there
were already enough complaints against them that the War
Department and Office of Indian Affairs were genuinely
concerned.

To further complicate matters, the Oregon question was
not yet settled with Britain, nor would it be until June of
1846 when negotiations finally guaranteed modern Oregon for

the United States with Vancouver Island and everything north

of the 49th parallel assigned to Great Britain. 1In early



1846, President James K. Polk and his cabinet were heavily
involved in the Oregon questiocn when war with Britain secemed
psasible.s2 Similarly, California, New Mexico, and most of
the continent west and south of the Missouri River were
under Mexican control. A war with Mexico was also
impending, and in fact would be declared in May with the
U.S. intent on acquiring New Mexico and Califormnia.

Finally, Brigham's unclear intentions regarding his
destination were unsettling to Washington observors.53 As
already seen, he seemed ambivalent, at least in public, on
this issue. 1In one letter it was Vancouver Island, in
another San Francisco, and in another the Great Basin. It
was public knowledge that Samuel Brannan, acting under
Brigham's instructions, had departed New York with a
shipload of 235 Mormons bound for Yerba Buena (San
Francisco).sa Whether Brigham was being deliberately
evasive to keep his critics off guard is not clear, but he
did succeed in causing official concern.

Nonetheless, Brigham and his advisors wanted to allay
any such suspicions and fears. Government intervention must
not be encouraged. Consequently he dispatched his personal
emissary, Jesse C. Little, in late January 1846 to court
Polk's favor and to attract lucrative government contracts
by offering Washington the services of the Mormons, from
constructing forts and bridges to serving in the army

against either Britain or Mexico. Little's instructions

were that "if our government shall offer any facilities for
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emigrating to the Western coast, embrace those facilities,
if possible."55

But until Brigham was satisfied that Polk would
sympathize with his offer, he could not be entirely
confident that his enemies were not outmaneuvering him and
planning some sort of disturbance or impediment. Late in
December 1845, Governor Ford had expressed his opinion that
"it 1s very likely that the Goverrment at Washington will
interfere to prevent the Mormons from going west of the
rocky mountains." He continued, "Many intelligent persons
sincerely believe that they [the Mormons] will join the
British if they go there, and be more trouble than ever, and
I think that this consideration is likely to influence the

n36 Whether or not Ford possessed accurate

Government.
inside information of Washington's plans is doubtful, but
certainly he was nct the only one communicating such
possibilities. Two weeks later, Samuel Branman, then about
to sail for California from New York City, hurriedly
dispatched the following warning:
I have received positive information
that it is the intention of the Government,
to disarm you, after you have takemn up your
line of march in the spring, on the ground
of the law of nations, or the treaty existing
between the United States and Mexico, 'that
an armed force of men shall not be allowed
to invade_the tevrritory of a foreign
v 37 ‘
nation.
"Whatever his source or purpose (Brannan later became

involved in a fraudulent land scheme of Amos Kendall's and

others in Washington to defraud the Mormons of half their






