[Affidavit of Desdemon Fullmer Smith]

Territory of Utah  S.S.
County of Salt Lake

Be it remembered that on this Seventeenth day of June A. D. 1869 personally appeared
before me James Jack, a Notary Public in and for said County Desdemona Fullmer Smith who was
by me sworn in due form of law, and upon her oath Saith, that on the [blank space] day of July A.
D. 1843 at the City of Nauvoo, County of Hancock, State of Illinois, She was married or Sealed
to Joseph Smith, President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, by Brigham
Young, President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles of said Church according to the laws of
the Same, regulating marriage, in the presence of Heber C. Kimball.

Subscribed and sworn to by the Desdemon Fullmer Smith
Said Desdemona Fullmer Smith the
day and year first above written James Jack

Notary Public

(Joseph F. Smith Collection, Affidavit Book 1:32, LDS archives; typed copy)

Note: Heber C. Kimball was on a mission in July 1843 - check /'
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Arthur visited that place and preached the
‘Gospel as taught by the Lattér-day Sainta,
in guch plainncss that het willing mind, al-
ready prepared by earncslt prayer, soon
comprehended ita vast importance, and she
received It joyfully. She was baptized by
Elder McArthur, and she always looked
upon him with reverence ax her “father in
the Gospel.” S8he endurced much opposition
on account of the new religion she had em-
braced, but she never faltered, and upon
her return home, she and Sister Luey Smith,
who had nlz0 jolned the (_‘h\lr(;h. found great
strengih and econsolation in retiring to the
grove to p?‘u_\', even when the weather war
ao reverc that thevdad totake a quilt or
blanket to proteet them from the cold.
Unity of faith was now added to the tie™of
friendship. Their prayers took new form,
for they now had something more tangible
to ask for and a more perfect Being to

addrese God hnd respect unto their integ-

great interest In It. 8he was very zealous
in solciting ald for and In visiting those who
were needy and in distress. Her heart was
always tender townrds suffering of every
kind, and It gave her unbounded joy and
satisfaction to be able (o alleviate it. She
geemed to realize and appreciate the magnl-
tude of the great and important mirslon
allotted to woman-in the perfect pian of this
(ospel dikpensation, and she-derired: to do
her part In the good work. .She freely ac-
corded to man the title of king, and Joyfully
necepted the place of queen by his side, for
it was at this time that the principle of
plurality of wlves was tanght to her. She
never opposed 1t, and, as In the case of bap-
tlam, goon accepted it to be her creed, in
practice na well as theory, She was married

_for timé and all eternity to Joseph Smith,

rity and petitiong, and led them In the way

of ralvation and life eternal. Sister, Olive
continued thugr, working at her trade and
contending for her reliidon until the fall of
1840, when, at the earnest rolicitution of her
elster Mary Ann and brother-in-law Parley
P. Pratt, she accompanied them to England,
where she remained two years. She will-
Ingly forzonk father and mother, frothers

and sisters, and braved the dangers of the” -

great deep, to ald in rpreading the Gospel
Ina foreign land. These two sisters were
the first missionary woman of this dispen-
satinn to crors the wen in the Interest of thie
Church. They were fifteen wecks on the
sea going and coming, Sister Ollve wax not
afflictedd with seasickness, and wax therefore
enahbled to devote herself to her sick sistet,
and the ecare of the family. Her health,
however, war never robust, and often while
In England, if she wulked n long distanee to
and from meeting, she would spit bluod.
Bbe made manvy warm friends among the
Balnts on the British Isles. On the return
voyage the mearles broke out among the
Passengers, anl after going on hoard ‘the
Ateamer on the Mixsixsippi River, Sister Olive
wan stricken with thix desease, Shewasivery
slek the rest of the fourney up to Ghester,
I, where she tarried with the fam‘ly of her

some time previons to his death and martyr-
dom. After the death of the Prophet she
wns sealed to Pres. Brigham Young for
time. Sizter Mive died af Nauveo, HI1., Oct.
8, 1345, after two weeks' suffering with the
chill< and fever and pneumonia, She died,
as she had Tived, in full faith of the Guospel
of Christ, and awats the glorious resurrece
tion day. Many ANN Puarr.

FULLMER, (Drgpryosy Wansworin,)
davughter of Peters Fullmer and sgsannah
Zofors, and sister of the late David Fallmer,
wis born in Huntington, Luzerne Connty,
Penn., Oct, G, 1500, Shee cibresd] the Gos-
pelabout the elose of the year 1856, in Rich-
landd County, Ohio, being bagatized Dy Eller
John P Greene, Soon afterwards she re-
mened to Rirtland, Ohio, and from that ¢ me
forward shared in the perseentions to which
the Chureh was subjectedd in Ohdo, Missourl

Cundd Hnois, ¥he was living with her brother

Davidd, near HWaun's Ml Mo, at the time
when the massaere of the Saints ocenrred at
that place, and <he and other e mbers of

“the funily o were under the necessity of

seereting themselhves in the woods to eseape

“the mob. =he was among the tirst to enter

slkter through the winter. In the spring |
the continued her journey to Nauvoo, where

she arrlved April 12, 1865, In the following
suriner ber hesrt was gladdened by the
arrival of her father and mother and two

¥loters thix making =Ix of the family who |

had cmbraest the newly revealed Gospel,
She romed the first organizution of the
Fomule ftelief Seelety nt Nauvoo, and took

into the order of celestial marriage, biing
married to the Prophet Joseph Suth in
Namvoo in 1820 She remained at Naanvoeo
until the tinal expulsion of the Saints. In 1548
she came to Utah and located én salt Lake
i'll\: For mans years she resided in the
Siath Woard, where <he divd Feby, o, 156, @n
the 7ithvear of her life, She was a0 quiet,
unsstmine, falthiul woman, amd was areat-
Iy respected by all who bad the pleasure of
her acquaintane, X

JOHN~ON, tArsriy Waoobw ven,)
s hiter of Ezehbel Johnson and Julia Hills,
wis horn at Westford, Chittenden Cog, Ver-
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About the 1* of September I commenced taking out my first leather and currying it.
And bout the same time commenced laying the foundation of an Adobe House.
And got up the Walls, but owing to the winter setting in so early did not get it
enclosed and had to hire a house of Ezra Thompson and put my family into it.

In October I paid B. Tolman for the lot | bought of him.

1853  In the first days of April I moved all my family into my house, it being completed,
having 4 rooms. The same day Sister Destamona Fulmer, wife of Joseph Smith,
came to live with my family and remained with us about 6 months and then
married This summer I built an addition of two shed rooms on the west side of
my house. My time was fully occupied with tanning. And the Lord prospered me
more than at any other period of my life.

In the fall of 1854 I built a tan house 25 feet by 30.

I will here state that in 1852 when I first started the tanning business, [ expended
evervthing [ had almost to get started. I parted with 4 yoke of Oxen, 2 Cows, 2
Wagons, 2 Cooking Stoves, groceries, etc etc. Everything in the tanning process
worked awkward. [ had to experiment in many way, in fact [ met so

many obstacles that it was like learning the trade over again. I had to

pay $20 p cord for pine bark. Tallow from 30 to 40 cents p pound. Qil could

not be had but I sent to the states this year, by Livingston & Kinkead and obtained
about 40 gallons of fish oil at a cost of six dollars per Gallon. Frequently [

was obliged to use butter, lard, wolf oil tar etc, (the white pine tar). The dryness
of the climate also affected the hides made it more difficult to break them.
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In the summer of 1855 I built a room adjoining my house of the south for a

store 18 feet by 24 feet. And finished it complete with shelving etc.  This spring
[ was fortunate in purchasing a good sized Cast Iron bark mill of one Fields

for which I paid $100, and continued prospering in my business.

This fall I counselled with President Heber C. Kimball in relation to using the
waste water from the warm spring for water power. My first idea was to put

up a water power to grind bark, roll the leather, and a pulling machine to break the
hides to soften them. There were several springs a short distance east of my
house that I spoke with Brother Kimball about. All was agreeable to him.

B™. Kimball told me, "B* Ames, go ahead here, use the water, put up your
machinery; spread yourself, and do all you can. Put up what machinery you

please. " I commenced digging the race this fall. The whole race is about
one hundred rods long.




