Esther Dutcher – Joseph Smith’s Thirty-Fourth Plural Wife?
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It appears that Michael Marquardt may have identified a thirty-fourth plural sealing for Joseph
Smith. He notified me of a letter sent by Daniel H. Wells to Joseph F. Smith dated June 25, 1888, which
speaks of Albert Smith, whose wife, Esther Dutcher, died in 1856. The last few lines of the second page
and the first few lines of the third page of the letter read:

[page 2]

…he [Albert Smith] also much afflicted with the
loss of his first wife. It seems that she was
sealed to Joseph the Prophet in the days of
Nauvoo, though she still remained his wife,
and afterwards nearly broke his heart by
telling him of it, and expressing her intention
[page 3]
of adhering to that relationship. He however got
to feeling better over it, and acting for Joseph, had
her sealed to him, and to himself for time.
The rest of the third page is darkened on the Selected Collections version (MS1325_16_9_6.jpg).
I pulled page four (blank) into Photoshop and flipped it left-to-right and changed the contrast. There
was enough bleed-through to read the following (with Michael Marquardt’s help):

[page 3]
now
comes the saddest part of the story. It transpired
that not long before her death, she committed
adultery, the old gentleman is sadly grieved over
this, and desires to know what can be done for her,
he considers that she was destroyed in the flesh for
her crime, and hopes that his and her daughter,
may be permitted to be baptized for her, and have
her former Charges considered as finished as she
was an er[r]ing though not a bad woman and still
be saved with Joseph as Josephs wife, all of which
is herewith submitted, and hope that you will
send me your conclusion after consulting with
Bro. Woodruff, in which case it will not be
necessary for me to write to him in relation to this case.
While additional research needs to be performed, it appears the sealing was for “eternity” only,
as there is no indication that she was actually the “wife” of the Prophet in Nauvoo. Also, Albert was
apparently unaware of the sealing when it occurred.

The only author to list Esther Dutcher Smith as a plural wife of Joseph Smith was Stanley Ivins
in his private notes. She is wife number 56 with the note: “Esther Dutcher Smith, wife of Albert Smith.
Born in Cherry Valley, New York, February 15, 1811. She married Albert Smith in 1826. (Pion. &
Prom. Men of Utah, p. 1165). On Oct. 10, 1851 she was sealed to Joseph Smith, her husband standing
proxy for the prophet. She died in Manti, Utah, Sept. 17, 1856.”1 This sealing was performed by
Brigham Young in the Endowment House in Salt Lake City.2 Despite Ivin’s inclusion of Dutcher, it is
unlikely that he knew of a sealing in Nauvoo. Ivin’s list includes many women who were sealed
vicariously after the martyrdom, which is the only sealing reference that he mentioned for Esther..

1

Stanley S. Ivins collection, USHS, bx 12, fd 1, no. 56.
Thomas Milton Tinney, The Royal Family of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Jr. Salt Lake City: Tinney-Greene Family Organization, 1973,
13.
2

