Lt not leave hig

- ¥3 [ i
The followlng letter is a copy of the orlglinal found in the flle of Hannah Ilis,
In the CHO, file No. ks d 732, I h

have followed the origlinal spdlling and pvnc-.wa’r,lan;_ -

)y oo

L T34

- Evy i [s] ?:

3 Yauvoody: Hay 4, 1345 g

Dear Sister Joodruff : o gl Yhe geede. el Tl o 4

& L ih - I caxe Into the clty last Sunday to @ pend {he e 3%y and learnd 3

that et wvag about to start for England in a few davs. T therefoxe

Ll by o i L. 4 s Y b s - Soiplibiies i el :

take my sen fo fulfill my promise 0 you wich was 1o write 1he firet \Jgfe.ﬁ,um_i_.g:. ;s

Tui)@? i;vc: I promised to hed a Journal for you and lel hou have it every ;()ﬂ(?ﬁ:lnlim

awhile. T commenced +o do s0 for a few weelks after you left, and whas then taken 4
Cuvdll L LGS b, N 7 H R N - .

2 7 1§ e o v T eyt Ty “‘1‘{‘}

down silck with Cpills and fever., was not able to anything for 3 ,.um.t,a._;_!I ned s
Al 1 AL ] ris . . i - e iy
veen in the clty only a few days vhen I was lalen siclk T wenained untill == :
e s Mpcip: 1 - : o sister Bendous where T have stas G
years fRzmibood: then I went out on the orairve 1o slgier Son s Bz Lo o)
:‘mst of ay iilae since, and we all injoy tolorable healih at this tlme. I asde a
ot e N r s s P p— s Ty et e
visil to Sister Websler three days thls weel 12 do her some sewine hes health has

. . - i - - 3 hal Fa—n SR -y A e
Improved very much this epring while thoxe I opened youxr Lok of e and found hen
il WG vexy © ‘ 101 : eme and Zound

all safe and in good condltlon, let them hang 2ll day in the sun then nailed {hen

% S i3 = = '_T_ 'A.‘.‘_ -r:(q._l.c!\‘ﬂ'l 0 ,1’“_1 1“,,--'1
up again for the present. ‘The bed you le £t S.L‘F,;'LG.II' Thelss ag}., Joc;:c.m‘r dend will
bay it or @g for the use of it as we all Thought better used than &F

r poy for t %‘
HEETE heal

up In a hek-daX
Brother th is not aulte good at this tine he comnlaing of hls lase lez.
I expect %m he will write you by this sams oppertunity he wrote +o you 'in the winter
and expected the letter had reached pou, bhut headd a few da:irs; S}?AGE! Lt._‘xzad,no‘.; 5_,.3&10 ;
by some mlstake. Elder J. &, Fage l1s living in the house with -*_md. S Uebster, r)ms;pe:z:
4 says she is much Adeeaech ey idnmekesoddoey: pleased and L4 nakes i1, very agreable
for her. they boath sem to be much more strom in the falth then when you left, and -
even belleve all things to the building up of the Lingdom ny Grother did not occudy
your house as he became a follower of § Rigdon and Samuel Bennet with thelr fanily
have gone to Pittsburga you may think 7 fell much 1i%e one left alone, but T
would not be in thelr case for 41 T have ever seen, bult am a ‘housand +ines glad thot
I havelived to see this day altho it was{a soree of sorrow 1o ne for o season I now i
rejolee that I was counted worthy +to be callad Lo Indure the frall of my faith, wlch
will work out for me g nore mzryedt exceedlng wekght of sloxy, M

s A,;: ¥ R e el i S D D e S B e s o

fow often I wish
1 could converse with 3 and § Woodruff but that has 4o be dlstenced with for a tine v
and we sust all prepare o stend in our lot the telmple is Arogressing rapnldly even
beyond our mogt, sanguine expectatlons the Srothern seen nore than ever united and &wﬁ_?) :
determined to stand by each other under all clrmunstonces the stean Soats Ca.pe;rnﬁas, :
Just now arrlved ringing Willima S Smith and hig Tanily from 8t Touls where thay iy

have been halting a few days to recruit the health of his siel wife $o hasz 1o bring i
her here dlive amit once nore Eroather and Sister Smool arve Lo gtars For Fauveo the
23 of June Sister Taylor told me she had written 50 I expect hag

about Nauvop -

told you all narticlars
Mother Smith is well and Sister Bmma and family T have Just now seen her her
little baby is a very flne child his name is Bavid Hlvam, She takes »
with it and seens +o gel dlong as

gxes nuch confort
well ag ERIDAROIogmEse ve con du expact Idu she
Teels atached to the church
to Indure She aphears

~
Cul

y ot withstanding hee greal sufferings thai, she has had

to be disgusted with +he course thet. Z, Rigdon Persues and

seens 1o take more Intervest in the compleatlion of the tenple and building up e¥ the i

alty than vhen you left, Blder liarks has left the elty and gone with hig faally 1o

Port (or Fort) iladison '
I have said nothing about your dear boy yet. I conclude T %:"é' exbausted yvour

satlence By this +ine without his ¥ame T left nin Jlast sonday this day went well

and I saw 3 Banbow during the weel and all vas gell, ¥ e::pecﬁ.u Lo return home yith oo

him this evining and will 1hen let slster Senbow Tnoy b 1hls chonce 1o write iy TR

I thin% she f.-rji%l be zlad 4o Imorove the subject, of hge leter, I have no d ::ubt,r-rlﬁ

be hexr boy Jillford T will ma b0 aene HE TR mod aeibienline B mens cme

in ny let?!gﬂr - he has been q;ileﬁllr;:lcj?ﬁlél ’a:j“:;cvczjjmiz;ﬁj)mg o8 T soouge

: : U 1eft excent 51iehd
!'—1’1 LE SLOWE o B Il = L] . v & J s il LT T B e B gt
1] L8 Erows fast looky ddy  and well ig qulte cheerfull

£,
~0088 3 ; ~+ and hasay and sals he
AUNLy o live with g Or e he often flmoes e J-ZJ. Lo !

TN R speans about, you hoath



“and hig siters, they are
- I hear hin read lessons

quite fmesh in iils

nost days

nemory,
but sone times he

veel, B Zenim recelved yoy ParaBl in core oL L Ualrng safe,

retty in hig Ca2, he wuagm pleased with w S Iore Rarticer

ook hin pith ae 1o nee ting o Sunda.vg arn, Fraft, Jreachad
‘ and let hi stand us I

asldant 2 Young
} : de-.ﬁf_fi}ﬁ.if.‘ﬁsﬂd L6 nEmder moeq 1 a2 uplifiea handg
nuel he waahed hin very nlnutely afiar Needlng 7
at the Lriel- house while there he ipon quite g fangy
a little g8irl about g year olf hg yagq
dn the Yrarie ang Was with great diffic:ul*f;y I couls
When r Benbery tone after us he vanted to have baby ang
¥ 4 and § Hunter lnvited hin to cone agaln,
the 0% toap and that, woulg hold boath,
Ul to your Nouse aay 5 and
W1LL upite 2t the same tine say 1 Lenboy Jugt, rotumed Ly,
all well a4 nome thig BOXning, and oy slster Hoodrusr Jou wi
j Teshects 4y Elder He and hope he Hill Join
Gonvenient SO250n URLill yee neegt,
SR 8t the dedleation of the Tenple,
Hith hegs Wishes for you health ang h::qugmm‘:ng
°f the cause of Zion - T fmmaln youp ister in the
H&SE1115
Love +o you and
T would np1, v

baby
vith usg
1t

Luggy, fanily -

happiness
Goznal

[Ea ] o))

brother and Sigies
Nil$on JOUu may +thin
I hag done for Test

send +their
selfigh but
they shoulg want,

10Inas are wri4,

tell any

e e

H =
e 0, Hlla

80 that ne could see LLEn vhes

he told then
since I comnenced my lettar tiile porp
Slater debater +a1g Then of 4hig chaice 4o

oL
i

Very anclous 1y take baby ang eradl

3et hin 15
¢radle -ut,
he

30 hon
would

Write an
Reeting he pald h

0 glstery funters

R
e out
e uithout

e +he

brine

I have

A they

o leld

1L Dleage give ny.

vlth you ip weltting to ae
agalmpall 1oo1 anclously for rour

Tedurn

1

a 1

antd the mrog Perliy

1.
&

Sr

ing +o their Irother

one I anp Wrlting

to £111 ny letltor 1 o their loves,

until

[ o T )




[Affidavit of John Benbow]

Territory of Utah
County of Salt Lake S.S.

Be it remembered that on this twenty-eighth day of August, A. D. 1869 personally
appeared before me James Jack, a Notary Public, in and for said county, John Benbow, who was
by me sworn in due form of law, and upon his oath Saith that in the Spring or forepart of the
Summer of 1843 at his house, four miles from Nauvoo, County, of Hancock State of Illinois,
President Joseph Smith taught him and his wife, Jane Benbow, the doctrine of Celestial Marriage,
or plurality of wives, Hyrum Smith being present.

And further, that Hannah Ells Smith also lived at his house Several months in 1844 after
the Prophet’s death.

And further, that President Smith frequently visited his wife Hannah at his house.

Subscribed and sworn to John Benbow
by the said John Benbow
the day & year first written James Jack, Notary Public

(Joseph F. Smith Collection, Affidavit Book 1:74, LDS archives; typed copy)
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that bath not (‘or will not receive), shall be
taken away fhat which he hath (or might
bave had).’ Plainly giving me to under-
stand that the talents represented wives and
children, as the principle of enlargement
throughout the great future to those who
were heirs of salvation,

“1 ealled my sister to private m_ldienco,amd
with fear and trembling and feelings I can-
not express, commeneed to open the subject
to her, when, just as he had promised, the
light of the Lord shone upon my under-
standing and my tongue was loosed, and I,
at least, was convineceZ of the truth of what
I wax attempting to teach. :

7y sister received my testimony, and in
a short time afterwards consented to become
the wife of I’resident Smith,

“gubsequent to this I took her to the city
of Nauvoo, where she was married, or sealed
for time and eternity, to President Joseph
Smith, by his brother Hyrum Smith, in the
presence of myself and Iouisa Beaman, who
told me she had also been sealed or married
to the Prophet Joseph, This was at the
residence of my sister, the widow of Lyman
R. Sherman, who also was a witness,

“After a short period, President Smith
and company, viz., George Miller, Wm. Clay-
ton, J. M. Smith, and Eliza and Emily Par-
tridge (who were the wives of the Prophet)
came again to Macedonia (Ramus), where
be remained two days, lodging at’ my house
with my sister a& man and wife (and to my
eertain knowledge he occupied the same bed
with her). This visit was on the 16th and
17th of May, 1843, returning to Nauvoo on
the 18th. ;i

“Again, on the 10th of October, the same
year, President Smith made us another visit
at Macedonia and remained till the 21st. He
was accompanied by Wm. Clayton. At this
time (Oct. 20th, 1843), he sealed my first wife
to me for time and all eternity, ® & @

“He also visited my mother at her res-
idence in Macedonio and taught her in my
hearing the doctrine of celestial marriage,
declaring that an angel appeared unte him
with a drawn sword, threatening to slay him
if he did not proceed to fulfill the law that
bad been given to him. And counseled my
mother to be sealed to his uncle, Father
John Smith (father of Geo. A. Smith), to
which she consented, and to my certain
knowledge was subsequently sealed to him
by the Prophet. * ¢ :

“After the death of the Prophet, I told
President Brigham Young what he (Joseph
Smith) had said to me relative to my taking
Mary Ann Hale to wife. Pres. Young said
it was right and authorized Father John

Smith to seal her to me, which he did on the
14th of November, 1844.

(Signed) B. F. JOINSON.

£ APOSTLE LORENZO SNOW’S TESTIMONY.
““The following affidavit was made

"before J. C. Wright, clerk of Box

Elder County, Utah, Aug. 28, 1869:

“In the month of April, 1848, 1 returncd
from my European mission. A few days
after my arrival at Nauvoo, when at Pres-
ident Joseph Smith’s liouse, he said be
wished to have sowe private talk with me,
and requested me to walk out with him. It
was toward evening, we walked a little dis-
tance and sat'down on a large log that lay
near the bank of theriver; he there and then
explained to me the doctrine of plurality of
wives.

“He raid that the Lord bhad revealed it
unto him and commanded him to have
women sealed to him as wives, that he fore-
saw the {rouble that would follow and sought
to turn away from the commandment, that
an angel from heaven appeared Lefore him
with a drawn sword, threatening bim with
destruction unless he went forward and
obeyed the commandinent.

“lle further said that my sister Eliza R.
Snow had been sealed to him as his wife for
time and cternity.

“He told me that the Lord would open
the way, and I should have women scaled to
me as wives, This conversation was pro-
longed, I think, one hour or more, in which
he told me many important things.

“I solemnly declare before God and holy
angels, and as I hope to come forth in the
morning of the resurrection, that the above
statement is true.

-(Bigned) LOREXZO SxOw.

‘‘JOHN BENBOW’S AEFIDAVIT.

“Territory of Utah,
County of Salt Lake. }"'

“Be it remembered that on this twenty-

eighth day of August, A. D. 1869, personally
appeared before me, James Jack, a notary

public in and for said county,John Benbow, -

who was by me sworn in due form of law,
and upon bis oath said that in the spring or
forepart of the summer of 1813, at his house,
four miles from Nauvoo, County of Hancock,
State of - Illinois, President Joseph Smith
taught him and his wife, Jane Benbow, the
doctrine of celestial marriage, or plurality of
wives, Hyrum Smith being present.

““And further, that Hannah Ells Smith, a’ :

wife of the Prophet, boarded at his houss

two months during the summer of the same : :
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year; and the said Hannah E. Smith also
lived at his house several months in 1844, |
after the Prophet’s death. And furtber,
that President Smith frequently visited his
wife 11annah at his (J. B%.) house.
(Signed) 'JOUN BENBOW.

““Subseribed and sworn to by thesaid John

_ Benbow, the day and year first written,
[sEaL.]) JAMES JACK,
Notary Iublie.

“I might continue to multiply.
those statements and testimonies
both of the living and the dead until
your paper could not contain them,
but the foregoing is sufficient to
prove that Joseph Smith did teach
the doctrine of plural marriage sev- '
eral years before his death, and not
only so, but that he did also prac-
tice what he taught. Xurther, the
fact is established that Joseph Smith
received the revelation on celestial
or plural marriage, and the cternity
of the marriage covenant, prior to
July 12th, 1843, the time when a
portion of said revelalion was writ-
ten. . » *

‘ELIZA M. PARTRIDGE’S AFFIDAVIT.
i ‘E b

Tcgfﬁﬁ’; S Lhi?ﬁ,ﬂrd. } 83

“Be it remembered thut on the first day
of July, A. D. 1869, personally appeared be-
fore me, Edward Partridge, probate judge
in and for said county, Eliza M. (Partridge)
Lyman, who was by me sworn in due form
of Jaw, and upon her oath saith, that on the
11th day of May, 1843, at the City of Nauvoo,
Couuty of llancock, State of Illinois, she was
married or sealed to Joseph Smith, Pres-
ident of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lutter-
day Saints, by James Adams, a High Iriest
in said Church, ¢ * ¢ jn the
presence of Emnma (Hale) Smith and Emily
D. Puartridge. _

(Signed) Evriza M. (P.) LYMaN.

“Subseribed and sworn to by the said
Eliza Maria Lyman, the day and ycar first
above written.

[sEaL.]

EDWARD PARTRIDGE,
- Probate Judge.

‘EMILY DOW PARTRIDGE’S TESTDIONY.
“Territory of Utah, . -
County of Salt Lake. 0y
“Be it remembered that on this the first
day of May, A. D. 1809, personally appeared
before me, Elias Smith, probate judge for
said county, Emily Dow (P.) Young, who
was by me sworn in due form of law, and |

upon her oath said, that on the 11th day of

May, A. D. 1843, at the City of Nauvoo,
County of Hancock, State of Illinois, she was
married or sealed toJoseph Smith, President
of the Churgh of Jesus Christ. of Latter-day
Saints, by James Adams, 2 High Priest in
said Church, * ® ® |n presence
of Emmu (1Iale) Smith, (now Emma Bida-
mon) and Eliza M. Partridge Smith, (now
Eliza M. Lyman,)
(Signed) EmiLy D. P. Youxe.
“Subseribed and sworn to by the said
Emily D). P. Young, the day and year first
above written.
[s1:a1.] EvL1As SMITH,
Probate Judge.
(Sister Young,in her autobiography,
published in the TWoman's Eaponent,
Vol. 14, page 38, says: ‘“The first
intimation I bad from DBrother Jo-
seph that there was a pure and boly
order of - plural marriage, was in the

spring of 1842, but I was not mar- .

ried until 1843. I was married to
him or the 11th of May, 1843, by
flder James Adams. Emma was
present.  She gave her free and full
consent. She had always, up to this

time, been very kind to me and my .

sister Eliza, who was also married
to the Prophet Joseph with Emma's
cousent. Emma, about this time,

gave her husband two other wives—

Maria and Sarah Lawrence.’’)

“‘One more statement will suffice
for the present, although, if neces-
sary, many more sworn siatements
of reliable individuals could be fur-
nished upon the subject, besides the
testimonies of scores of living wit-
nesses in absolute denial of the -al-
leged ‘last testimony of Sister
Emma.’

‘‘LOVINA WALKER’S CERTIFICATE.
“I Lovina Walker (eldest daughter of Hy-

rum Smith), hereby certify, that while I was -

living with Aunt Emma Smith, in Fulton
City, Fulton County, Illinois, in the year
1846, she told me that she, Emma Smith,

: was present and witnessed the marrying or
* sealing of Eliza Partridge, Emily I'artridge,

Maria Lawrence and Sarah Lawrence to her
busband, Joseph Smith, and that she gave

i her consent thereto,

(Signed) . LoVINA WALKER.
“We hereby witness that Lovina Walker,
made and signed the above statement, on
this 16th day of June, A, D. 18069, at Salt
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