Emma Smith’s 1844~87 Recollections of FPolygamy

The Ffollowing are from various persons who visited Emma
Smith the widow of Joseph Smith or Lnew about the secret practice
of polygamy in Nauvoo. They are not first person accounts but are
from persons  who were acquainted with Emma and some of which
communicated to them The activities of Bmith in the 1R40s  and
even during the Hirtland period of Church History.

fecording to Buddy Youngreen, "Emma left with her children for
Fulton City, Whiteside County, Il1linois, on 12 September 1846 ..
she and her family returned posthaste to Nauvoo by land, arriving
1% February 1847.Y

{Reflections of Emma, [Orem, Utah: Grandin Book Company, 19821, p.
119, ¥ &37

"pseph W. Coolidge reported to Joseph F. Smith a conversation he
had with Emma about 1846 regarding Nauvoo polygamy. Emma eemar ke
+rn Coolidge that *“Joseph had abandoned plurality of wives b fore
his death.’ Coplidge, family friend and administrator of the
Frophet’™s estate, indicated that he had personal krnowledge that
the Mormon leader had not discontinued the ancient practice.
*TEmmal insisted that he had, Coolidge insisted that he had not,
for he [Coolidgel "knew better.” * Emma Smith retorted with
exasperation, ‘Then he was worthy of the death he digd® "

{Ibid., p. 82, fn 323 from the Diary of Joseph F. Gmithy 2
August 1870, LDE Archives)

This report was repeated to Joseph F. Smith over twenty yYears
after Joseph Coolidge spoke with Emma .

Another individual who visited Emma Smith in  RNauvoo was
Former Apostle William E. Melellin. He discussed the events
concerning her husband Joseph at Mauvoo and previously during e
Kirtland period. The conversation took place in August 1847,

Tn & letter to her son Joseph Smith 111, written in January
1861 he wrotes

"1 do not wish to say hard things to You of yvour Father, but
Joseph (1111, iFf You will only go to your own dear mother, she
can tell You that he believed in Folygamy and practiced it long

hefore his wviolent death! That he delivered a revelation
sanctioning, regulating, and establishing it -~ and that Fiem
Finally burned the awful document hefore her eyes. Elder

[Williaml Marks can tell you that (before its conflagration) it
was read in the High Council of Nauvon,. over which he presided.
Your Mother told me these items when I was in Nauvoo. I am not
dealing in fictions, nor in 111 founded slander - and would now
feel glad if these things had never been enacted. But 8ir, I have
felt it a solemn duty to lay these items before You. And Bir,
Your Mother (if she feels disposed) can give You as rather blaclk
catalogue reaching hack as far as the date of your bivths @ Theity
Sir, if you are honest before the Heavens yourseld, never, no
never proclaim  again sublickly or privately that "I helisve my
father was & good man®, whilst the means ter know his  real



character lies so near You - even in the bosom & memory of your
Mot her 1"

(Letter of William E. Mclellin to Joseph Smith I1II, 10 Jaruary
1861, RLDS Archives)

Ten years later in 1872 McLellin wrote again to Joseph the

11k :
"Now Joseph [IIIT I will relate to you some history, ard
refer you to  your own dear Mother for the truth. You will
probably remember that 1 visited your Mother and Family in 1847,
and held a lengthy conversation with her, retired in the Mansion
House in Nauvoo. I did not  ask her te tell, but I teld her some
stories 1 had heard. And she told me whether 1 was properly
irformed.,

Dr. Flrederickl, G. Wiliiams practiced with me in Clay Co.
Mo. during the latter part of 1G38. and he told me that at your
birth vour Father commitied an act with a Miss Mill ~ & hired
girl. Emma saw him, and spoke to him. He desisted, but Mrs.
[Emmal SBmith refussed to be satisfied. He called in Dr. Williams,
arliverl. Cowdery, and BSLidneyl. Rigdon to reconcile Emma. Hut
she told them just as the circumstances took place. He found he
was caught. He confessed humbly, and begged Forgiveness. Emma and
all forgave him. She told me this story was truel!

Again 1 told her I heard that one night she missed Joseph
and Fanny Alger. she went to the barn and saw him and Fanny in
the barn together alone. She looked through a crack and saw T
fransaction!!! She told me this story too was verily btrue.

New T would not  have told you this had it not been For one
thing. You said in your spesch at Amboyl,] April &thi,1 18460, il
believe my father was a good man, and a good man never could have
promulgated such doctrines.” You refer to Folygamy. Now let me
tell you my dear Sir. 1 asked vour Mother particularllly upon
this point. She said, one night after she and Joseph had retired
for the night, he told her that the doctrine and practice i
Folygamy was going to ruin the church. He wished her to get up
and burn the revelation. B5She refused to touch it even with
tongues [sicl. He rose from his bed and pulled open the £ire with

his fingers, and put the revealment in and burned it up. Fat
copies of it were extant., %0 it was preserved. You say, "1 have
never believed it and never Can believe it." Can you dispute
yvour dear Mother’? She related this to me, and will it you ashk

herl,1 tell you the same thing. It made a powerful impression on
my mind at the time, and 1*ye often reflected on it since. Now
Sir supposse you could be convinced that your father not only
helieved in Folygamy but  actually practiced it his imdividual
selt, then what would you say - and then do about it? Was he an
adulterer o long ago, and still & ‘good man. " LTT You  says R ¢
helisve in the doctrines of honesty and truth.® Bo do I. But I
can*t believe your father rontinued te be a religiously honest
war. No sir. I can®t for if 1 should i would have to believe your
Mother a liar, and that would be hard for me to do, considering
my acguaintance with her.”

(Letter of William E. Mchellin to Joseph Smith 111, commenced in
July 1872, RLDS Archives)



MeLellin wrote as  follows concerning his discussion with
Emma SBmithe

"y Saturday, the Z8Bth of August L18471, we visited the
fated city of Nauvoo, and put up at the Nauvoo House, which is
excellently kept by Mrs. Emma Smith, the enterprising widow oOF
Joseph Smith, deceased. 1 spent about twenty-Ffour hours in t e
deserted, and yet partly populated city. I had many hours
conversation with Mrs. Smith, and learned many particulars from
her, relative to the history of her husband From her first
acquaintance with him, urtil the time of his cruel death.”
William E. Melellin, Ed., The Ensign of Liberty i [December
184702 34.)

MeLellin also explained:

"Mrsl.1 Joseph Smith, the widow of the Prophet, told me in
1847 that she knew her hushband - the Frophet practiced both
adultery and polygamy.”
(4 phetograph published in The Salt lLake Tribune. 2 December
1985

0n & September 1878 Mclellin was visited by Orson Fratt and
Joseph F. Smith, a son of Myrum Smith. Joseph F. Smith recorded
in his diary:

"He said Emma Smith  told him that Joseph was both  a
polygamist and an adulterer ...
{Joseph Fielding Smith, Compiler, Life of Joseph F. Smith, [Salt
Lake City: Deseret News Fress, 19E81, p. 239

Lovina Smith Walker, who was the daughter of Hyrum Smith,
stated that she had talked with Emma. Lovina was ninelesn yaars
ald at the time she was at Fulton ity

"7, Lovina Walker, hereby certify that while I was living
with Aunt Emma Smith, in Fulton City, Fulton Co., Illinois, in
the year 1844, that she teld me that she, Emma Smith, was presert
and witnessed the marrying or sealing aof Eliza Fartridge, Emily
Fartridge, Maria Lawrence and Sarah Lawrence to her husband,
Joseph Bmith, and that she gave her consent thereto.

Lovina Walker.
We hereby witness that Lovina Walker made and signed the
above =tatement on this léth day of June, f.0. 1B&Y, at Balt Lake
City, 8.L. Dounty, Utah Territory, of her own free will and

record [accordl.
Hyrum 5. Walker,
Sarabh E. Smith,
Joseph F. Smith.”
(As quoted in Joseph F. Smith, Jr., Blood Atonement and the
Origin  of Plural Marriage, [Independence: Zion's Frinting ard
Fublishing Co., 1905), p. 73}

George A. Smith wrote to Joseph SGmith I11 about Emma:

"She gave your father four wives with her own handsy this
intelligence I had from your father®s mouth.”
{(Letter of George &. Smith to Joseph SGmith 111, 9 October 1869,
pe S5 F 155 Fhy RLDG Archives)



Tn 1874 William W. Blair talked to James Whitehead. To make
the diary passage clearer then the few letters intended For words
im Blair®s diary we have included brackets for those words in the
following portion of the diary entry of 17 June 1874:

"IWhitehead] Says Jiosephl did telachl~ plolygamyl- and
priacticel- too. That Ermmal— knows it too that Bhe put hWialnod of
Wives in JosCephl halnid”

(William W. Blair Diary, eniry of 1V June 1874, J 14, RLDS
frohives)

When Joseph Smith TI1 did interview his mother in February
1879 (over thirty yvears after talking to Lovina Smith and William
Molellind the guestions he carefully ashked Emma produced negative
Fesponses by e, {see The Saints’® Herald 26 L1 {ctober
18797290, See also Linda King Newell and Valeen Tippetits Avery,
Morman Enigma: Emma Hale Smith., Frophet’'s Wife, "Elect l.ady,” and
Polvaamy's Foe, 1984, pp. 300-02 and Foger D. Launius, "Methoods
ard Motives: Jpseph Smith I11%s Opposition to Polygamy, 1B60-90,"
Dialogue 20 [Winter 198710 105-120.)




