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claimedjto have jolntly experienced a vislon of the state of

man In = foogre'life.1u They saw that there were Lhree de—

grees of glo;y, asg Paul had ann: uncad in L e fi?teenth hnp-
ter of eréf‘éorinthians; one was like the.sun, ancther 1;?e ‘
the hooo, and a. third lLlke the stars in glorys. As they
eiaboratod the concept, they explalned that even thoao who

are called the wicked men of the earén, adultarers,’iiarn,

thieves and murderers, were 1ir ,cluded in a8 condlition of glo;‘y. -
and that only a very few would ex perlswoe the unknown and un- - -
‘rgvoaled te;rors ofan awlful *e 0 h‘phéqt glory, the
Celsstial ﬂingdom,rﬁas_reagfvod-fon those who. aoceptad
Mormonlsm and fsotnful ly adhered to 1its teucbin;; throughout
1ife. Those who didinot held fast to the faith, togethsr
with the ordinarily religious and honorable people of the

earth,“ﬁére_providad with an iotermediate'glory.

Tne cencept was twice modifled; once in January of (////
1836, to provide Celestial glory to persons who would have //)//*”f;

accepted Mormoni;m 2 il had been avallable when Eﬁéj 1ived

.on eartl, as well as to persons who died befora reachinz tha.
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_generation the original ideas, reinforced by common suffer-

st

1ndica§p fhat théremgg;o thre;.dogfeea uithiﬁ;éhﬁ doléétial
kingdom and that the higheat of these was resarved for those
who obeyed the law of Colaatia] marriape-—inc‘uding plurality'
of uives.l6

When the extension of cosmic doctrine was completed,

1t furnished the Mormon with an answer,or an indicated answer,

- for..avery question from one eternity to the other. The whole

plan was convenlently expressed in a couplet: "As man 1is,
I Y

CGod once was; as God is, man may become.," Agalnst the Im- -

mensity and promise of this view of 1ife in totality, the -
pleasures énd terrors oT the transltory bresent Qefe as noth-
ing. The doctrine supplied a sphere of opération in which
the Mor@gﬁ c0u1d;ﬂagid.and dwell without fear of evictien
regardless of whatever persscution and mobbiné might rage
about nim in the real world. For those whose sclence and
history was oriented lﬁ fhe,Bibie, tniﬁ.explanaﬁion was log-
ical and satisfyiﬁg. If it failed to satisfy the learned, as
the wisdom of God always had, it was, for the average Hormon;

verity itself, It was added gradually as companion doctrino

to the original ideas or‘gathyring'tha Saints and bullding

Zlon; it soon infiltrated every aspect of the Church. For a

ing in many clties hopefully be gun, held sway. But when
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