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. Hy enrliost.recollection of Fathor is e plcture ir my mind of him.

and us ohildren gathored arownd a lighted lamp :tcha:z: grgegﬁgngér'?ﬁq :
would read out loud .to us regularly. FHis soloctiona mraiofpﬁ?ﬂoulaﬂy%g

-[oppropriste for comeons as young ds I was then, neverthelesa we wore expocte
eq to stay quiot andg listen.. Mather s a nlhrn,l wife ond I ﬁaa the young s
ost of hor nine children, co that Father was protty well along in YO@rn”
vhen 1-vmc bgrn. Ho had o full board, end to mo goemcd quito_atorn_ﬂnd'fz’
eustore, I used to wonder shat he was like ac & young, man and 6o in on ef=
fort to learn as much™@s I ooculd about his earlior 1ife in Yauveo and-his

English backzround, I have had to gquection many people. and search thiriough.-
vld papers and.books belensing . to various members of his family, Tis fath
ex (my-grendfather) kept a—Journal durins somo of tho most interseting ——
years of his 1life, end from'this journal I learn that ¢he Rushton f&uily_ \
camo from the eity of Look, Staffordshire, England. :

In the oity of Leek thero lived a silk manufacturer. Thia family\-

" concisted of Richard Ruchtoa, his wife, Lettice Johnson Rushton, throe aons
ond four daughtors. This was a wnited, happy family end much of thoir
leisure timo wae snent singing tozethor. One dey this fethor said to nis
youngost son Edwin(born Jwrid 1, 1824) (who'is the sudbject of this sketeh),x i

_"A new religiouc sect is holding a moeting tonight, I wish you would go '
and heer what thoy have to sey."” Edwin anszwersd, ""hy don't you go your=
solf?™=.Grandfether said, "Becauss, son, thoy are & vory unpopular people
end it might burt my dusincse®  "Then why not cond cno of tho older boys,™ ' p
Edwin continuod, and grandfather came bae! with ths anewer, "I want youto— =
go because I can devend cn vouwr judgemont.® Later during a roport of *his b
mooting, Fabher stated, "Thcss men have the truth.”™ The resulb wmo that , f}

i

this family Joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Lay Saints in 1840« -~
Father wao tho last to be buptized, saying he wivhad to be sure of what ho
was doing, .

Lass than two years lotor, Grandfathor end Grandmother, Father ana;\_ g
ono of his silcters and her husband set forth on the lony journey to Amerieca; 'z
" othor membors of the family had alrecdy rothered with the Salnts in Tauvoo. - !
They went by rallroad to Lirernool. Tho fare to Amorica was 10 lbae. S b
($80.00) each, second clacs, and oharpges for all lugrapge over & hundred’
wolrht, per passenrors  Thile in Livarpool Fathor, not ye: 18 yearz of ape,
rarriad a young tormen girl, Hary Anne Fewlor, the only one of nor family
who balonmed to the Church.. Thue  tho Rushton party was increased by onc
boforé_aﬁﬁﬁffiﬁg_65"%he“bdéiﬁ voyage, tha youns oouvlo.makinz this thelr
honeymoon triv. . The group clong with other Saintis took vassore for flow ..~
Orlemns on the sailing vescol "Hope of Duxbury”. Tho shiv sailed out of
————dook-Fricey, February-3;-18:2. Hothing unusual is recordsod in Grandfather's
' "dlary of this voyage. - Two children of Sainto died end were burled at sea
and ono babe was born., M Jarch 19 the vossol entered tho Florlda stream.
March 30 the stoambsat "Stai” reached her and took her In tow; also enother
seiling vecsol, "The "oscow”, which was a little ahcaq. To?ina each in —-
turn ower tho bar and both rthips uvp the »isslsszioni River, March 31, aquot-
ing from tho dilary Grandfati er writos, "wo carme im sigét of a most bgauﬁiu
i ful country diversified with wlantetions, fam ?0“3“?’ sggar_ranufacturera, i
- beautlful cottapes, and woooad on caohrﬁido of the riwer’ . : 7 S

\\{‘F fﬁby rcnchod Yew Orleans April 1, and i:madiutoly chartered o gledit
boat "Thé Louica™ for St. Leuis. Bofore loavins Hew QPL?Cn;, thoy wors
éxnmineﬁ‘by tha custom~housc officials anc obliged vo G?Eff_g%lfbaﬁgaﬁd

,  and merchandise.™ Grendfather entered a quanbiiy-of-silic twist, and as tho
: o o e ¥ —RE ; :
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boat set out immediately, he had no time to redeom the MG e
in S%t. Louis April 10, end hero oxchanged thoif'Ehglishgzgi:Y fggﬂim3512134*
-money, rotting a little more than §6.00 for an nplish sovereign. They.. ..
continued on in the samo boet, pessod the beaﬁtiful’oitv-éf Cuincy nrii;ihl;
at Mauvoo the ovening of April. 13, after boing ferried acroses the ;é"er.- e

R S (1 ¢ f - - o
-~ TFather was naturally wory anxious to find the %embara of hig £ iiy‘L\
already established there, and hurrisd tomards the tom in search of th :

o had rono_only a short distance when ho met a man riding a beautiful
blecl horse. The man accosted him, -saying, “Hoy,‘ﬁhb,.is_thut 8 carpany
“ormons_just landed?" -In ruoh. surprlsc Fathoer anewerod, "Yes, eir'.  MAre\ -

- you-a-Mormon?™-the-stranger-continued. - "Yes, cir®, Fathor-araimr srswereds—
*hat do you lknow about oid Joe Smith?" tho mountod stranger asked. "I 0 -\
Imow {that foseph Smith 18 a Provhat of CGod," waid Father. "I puppocs you
aro lookingz for an old man with e lonpg, gray board. 1het would you “hinl ,
12 I-told you I wus Josooh Smith?" the man oontinued. "If you," said Father, -
"are Josovh Smith, I lmow you ave a Proohet of God."  In a rentle volece the |
ma®xplained, "I am Jonoph Smith. I coms to most those people, dreossod ag 4 il
I amr In reough olothos and.swaaking in this marmsr, to see if thoir faith s . :
strong oncugh to .stand the thines thoy must meet, If not, thoy shouldturn=
bagk right now”. - . ‘

%

¥his wag Tatherfc invieeduction to the Prophot. Tather then lnquired
of and was-dirooted by tho Frophet how to find hic poopls. As ho hurried
along, & woman oame out of & house and callsd <o him, -As hs snwronched,
gshe naid, “0h, excuse re, I thought you wore my brothor-in-lew.” TFather re-
nlied, "And I thought you wero wmy sister-in-low.™ They both laurhed, end- ——— ;3
Father axninined whow he wau trying to find., Tho woman than sont her litdle © 7
zirl, Sarclh, to take him by u path througn the woeds to ths plaoo whore hio
family lived. This sere Sarnh, yeara latsr in Salt Leko City, bocamo Tethe
ortg wife ond my 'othor. Father was at cico initiated into the hardships
end trials of 1life in Weuveo., His accuaintance with end edmiration for the
Provhot grew rapidly, end thore devoloped on intlimate friendehin hatiwroon
tham, Fether spent many houra lator in 1ife recounting his conversations
with this rroat man, and deseribinz his nhysicus and personality. Tho Yis=
torical Record of tho Church montions that the Rughton femlly ofton seren=
aded the Prophede ' ' s

In July 1845, whilo Futhor wars rosting in the middloe oft tho day, he

rocoived o vision, or cuotins from Fathor's rocerd, "I was cavsht svmy by
4o THIFTY and tekor on & frooucnted footpath aeross lots to a ravine a Tew —
blecks south of Wauveo Tomplu. As I stoocd In contomplaticn, the carth on
the rirht cido of ms opensd to tho deoth of about five foet, end T boheld
a pot of treasura on ton of vlich »mn & heautiful feor Stenc, cledr ex e B
- ”crystal,‘whichﬂl,was,told'Eelonved'tc me. At the timo I recedved tho viaw . -
— '\ian, T d4d not lmow anything about a Sacr Stenc and had never sought for a o
vision. Thla sams vieion war repeated to mo throe tlmes about twe waeks - e
_ &
i
l

apart. VHth this vision‘over in mind, the following dey I proceoced to
yeone, taklng Uiroe of my rolativos with mo.— affcor dinrinm
y |

tho Stono ion thravn out with a shovel of airt.

hunt far the St
for a shert timo,
: ] o TR TR e SRR [ v R
ry Tirm conviction that this Jteno 16 ons of i Stones gpoken of by d
2 ! ] . - b e L.
the Revelator (2-17).7 (Ses l.ictory of the Sger Stons. This Stonse

i .
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) R and beautiful. It 1g about ihe cice of an.agy and s:-pod somevd at liko ¢ j
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% Xidroy: It 1s treasured by ihe femily and has bera 5 ol ‘
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Thon Josephr SmAtH orpihiroed ‘tho
vioned a lioutenant in that immortal rogimont. Afto

Mauvoo Legion, Father waé commige el ,
prese Wi g
~ns one of four Who fook part in the seoond burial of the Prophet to. proserve ...
tho body from the hands of ruthléss, desirning men.. Prior 4o this}"Joséph ..
smith had prepared a burisl vault for tho Smith family, and when porsecution = |-
ocame ralarming -he -came to Fathor and requostsd him, in the event %he‘Pxp;'
ohot vaa killed, to ceo that tho remains of the Smith family wore disinferred
nd nut Into this wvauls, ‘Thiz trust Fother-fulfilled. Whon Josoph Smith '
s loaving the Mansion Founo, ‘on his way to Carthare fo

vather was standing near the zato whon Josoph said to hig wife, "Emma, onn
vou train my sons to wall in thoir father's footsteps?” fhe aﬁswarbd, oty
irothor Joseph,-you-are-coming-backs"— Father says Jorooh neked the same — ==
guestion three times and that Bma reve tho same anewor each time., The 7
"ronhot then rode away to Carthare and hls death, :

r the last time, - o

A% the time of tho pgreat exodus from Nauvoo Brischam Young, bofors Y
‘loaving the oity, asked my Fether Af ho would tes that all tho eick and poor . |f
rot across the river. Thla, of course, made it necessary Jor Father to be - i
cne of the last to leavo thir ill-fatoed city, As qvidence of this I quoto by
an excerpt from the dlary of Thomas Bullock, a plonesr of 1847, clorlz to i
Fdlmham Young for many yoars, and a brothor-in-law of my Fathsr. Ha, tca,
wi:s one of Yhe last to loave the doomod oity. He szoys, "fhreelf, wifo, fuar
zhildron, my sistorein-law, Tanny, and my blind mothor-in-law (theso wore...
1’y grondmother and eunts) occipying the scame houso, wore nll shaking with ==
tho aguoe, with only ay brother-in«law, Gecrge Yardle, to do snything for us. .
s goods weroe loadod on two wmapons wmiting to be moved, but I was too 111
T2 drlve. About nine o’clook in the morning tho cantain of a bard of sbout
thirty mohooratz aimed with rimo, bayonets and wwords ordored me to bo
Vroupht out, My sister-in-law ascistod ms to the door. Thse eaptain ordere
c¢imo, at tho noint of a sword, teo be rone in helf an hour or he wonld k111
i
{

5-ally I sent for George end Udwin (my Father) to drive my wmrons to the
L - i
Y.

DMuring thoss trying tines my Grondfathor, Riechard Rushton, hed died
in Mauveo and Fathor %ook his wife and blind mother 4o 5%t lovis as _he tah
rot in 2 positicn to po west with the Salats at that timo. As ho mos leoave |
inr Mauvoo, ho hacd a feathor vwod tisd on hig back, and his wife, "ary Anno, -
viho was with him, was ocarrylin~ some norsonal belearings In an evwren. Ono
of the mob following them thr-atsned to shoot. Father, thinking of h
featheyr bed he wos carrying, ~urned his back snd said, "Cheot!™  Fviduntly
this dlunley of courare cowed the mobater, as ghey wore cllowed to proceed |
unmolested, - He establishod e horo in_the viclaity of St. L-uis, and hore
his mothor vassed avay and he,-amidst viedssitudos, made nreparations to
follow his leadors westward. - ' '

; Qéf”

= ¥'o" havo not much gata of his trio asroses tho plains, excert-that ha
vas in the John Brown Company and was captein of ten sresm Tnglishmun vhoo
had nevor secn oxen or & yoka. It kept Father and his younp-wif

A
s s [ SR - Fl [ R 1.
chowing them. how to yoko up tieir oxen. Thsy arrived in Salt Lake

Sentambar Za,ligggq .
3 ‘.‘..'. - . B 3

I'waa able to obtain very littls informatin . > ‘ ;
vears in Utahe I find that oro of the first jobg Father had after arriving 54
horo #ae i the- sawspit at the "ublic Works. FHe and Isaac Furter sawed by

Y

d,.with g lsrge orosscut &~w, the lumber for public & ildinpge. s This
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Poll Tax gollootor for Salt. La'ko Cowmty for many |
yoarn. Also at ono tima -
th. enothor man had. the contract To drivo tho mail coach from Salt lLake

Cﬁ:y t5 Tamehip. In 1857, In the Endovment Fouse, Father married Sarah’
Robingon, my mothér, ’as a plufal wife, Ho, with others, had settled om

Youag roquostod Father to cutor ti%le to this t-aot _ap none of the others |

could qualify, Lator the President asked him t6 ratuSn

original owmers, which Fathor did. This left him o forty acre farm, vart

of which was in a pretty bend of tho rivor. FHoré ho built a ra*her ocmmod~

tous™log houso whore myzelf cnd most of my older brothers and sisters viere

horn. . - - T
This hcmc ias locntmd botvoam Jhat iz now 7th and 3th South and wegt

of 9th Vest strest, about where the 26th Tard Chapel stands. In 1865 Frther

da his third wifa.

-

i~

thn the gilk iﬁdué%;ﬁ’fmu'boinr ogitatod horo, Prosideat Young.

_.at about this timo o grove of thoss trees was planted on the farm. Among
fheae friendly trees and in tho willeows along tho rivor b&nk,_myscisforn
and I speat a hapoy childhond, and wheunever I seo mulberry tracs. or swoat
clover, to this day I am Ea,rud with nostalmia, Fathor bullt ewings and
toetoru ond a sturdy whirlicip for the onjoymont of us children. Tho pop-
ularity of thic crude DlGYn-OJLd, one of tho Ilrst in Salt Isko I beliovo,
opread and families ond ward srcoune came to cnjoy it. In tho river Father
constructed two proet waterihoola. Thoco whools had soms ¢ipht winge or
paddles with a woodon bucksl or trough factoncd-to cach puddls. As ths.
forco of the wator turned this whool, theso buckets 7F1lled and as Thaoy wamt
dowa apain, ompbied the water on the lead for lrrigation. Thic also carried
wmtor to a cisztorn to be uscd for oulinary purpozus,” Years later, splondild

ke _ arteslan wolls woro found ov thle lend, and what o thrill for all of us ﬁrﬁﬂ*“b

that elear beautiful water vourad frem the nipo.

2 _During tho 70's end carly 80's, Fathor vag enrared in the contract-

2 ing businczs, Ho equinped bilmsolf Viuh machinery for drlv_df piles and
constructing bridpes, boocoming the buildur of miny of tho cerly day bridgoes.
Ho used o take lorge orcws of mon out on Thuse projects, and was consid=-
ored ‘a poneroug employes., "any of these mon &ffoculcﬁ&ue .y called him
"Bogg" evor after, - Some of theso contraocts waro tho Union Paoeifio laile

——-road-bridges over ths Bear and Smake Rivers when the rallread vwis row
routed. He drovo the pllec for bridges In Rugh Valley, and’ for €ho D &

¥ . RG Reilrord fron here to Gwoon River. Fathor buillt <¢he Jordan Rivor

X Bridge wost of Lohi, which is rtill in uso. {Tho nioncor cngineor, Cox,

2 collabarated with Fauhar in thig bridee, and it ras censidoved at that

B = time quite sn engineoring feat,) He drove tho piles for c¢no of tho old

rosorts on the Laka, end for: eix railroad bridgos on tho Sen Poto Velley

branch line sontracting undcr Simen Bamborgei.

25 S i uring the psriod when tho Fedoral Gove vement, through the inivted
Statasn M&rshqll cnd his host of dopnutics, wao n"*aouvxL 7 ths leadora and
menbers’ of the Church who were practleing PO’VF“HQ Fathor wiap cubjocted
%o considerablo humiliation beecauso, havinz .ai tno tima throe wives, ho
van being conetantly rotehed and invastigatod Dy theve lascivioua rlﬁionu
of tho law, The Fedorel Governmen oxpected and demanded Anat ths breth-
ren who wore pract ic&ﬂﬁ pol"ﬁﬁﬁy recoounca and &bﬁndon their plural wivos

a kract of land rurning along the Tast ban? of the Jordaﬁ’Rivar._ Praaidaﬁt =

the land to tho . ““;“‘L?
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married aria Allcn uffncu,onately'ca’lod by all of us "iuwnt-Maria". This -

" ecked \Father to scll milberwry treos up thyough.tho northorn comtios, and .-
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and ‘children, or: suffer the ‘sonsediences, -the consequencer being a torm in
tho ftate pen.tentlary, - Waturall§, Father had nq intentics of forsaking -
oither his wi-es or children; pAd eventually the denuty mershalls obtained. -
tho ovidonce “hay hdd.bqenfs:-king,;nnd Ho'wns'brought before the court foF-

o hearing,. Ir order to soarh his family tho nain and orberrasemant of a - - s

trial, ho »led gnilty and. {fms sentonced to servo four mnonghe in tho Stnto - -
orison. Kany of the brethren recoived much lonper torms, but booauso of - -
Fathor's are, the courl shoriened his sontencs. o sorved his sentence in
tho yeoar 1887. I ;hdil novo: forgot ag ang 28 I livae the day that my
sistor took mo to visit Fathor in prison. Although I was only ten years
. o0ld, tho gruoeromeness of all thoss*Tine mon huddied togethor undor thooo
uncenitary oord.tiong,  with very-little room to move around, ic indolibly -
printed on my nind, ' y : . P
s During all thic time Father was sn sotive, enerszotic Chursh warkef,”
bolding/many resnonsidle nasitions. Espacialiy was ho a forceful, intels *
ligent exnoundor, tomchor and defonder of tho L.D.S. doctrino. The most
- ootent foree iIn'the life of Father was his convicticn of the divine mige:: |
aion of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Ve never tired of extolling the vips:
tuos of thls preat leader. It was seld of Father “hat ho nover loft the :
vulpit without montioning hic roquaintance with Joseph Srith, and tho faet. @
that Joseoh wae & Prophot of Gcd. TFathor bore teetimony te¢ us chlildren .
that ho was in the meoting whon the mantlo of Josoph doscerded on Brige -
ham Younp, end that it was & tunse, dramatic ermerienco. It vac follavee
Ing tho meoting whon this momontous evmmt ceourred, according to Fethsr,
that he and his wife oalled et tho homs of Sua crith, entreating her,
alftor such & miraculous teatimony of %the divino lcadarchip of Bidzham
Toung, to Join tho faints in the westorn migretion, '

f Durlng the big real.estato boaa when I was about thirteon, Fut
oold hio farms end build Mother a new homo on his city pioporty in tho old
S.ath Ward, where he lived tho rerainder of

Froouently durine Fathor's 1ife ho letien mivon te
tho "rovhet, Joseph Smith, in the prescuose SAR o sodore Turley at
tho Provhet's home, *ay 6§, 1815. Thia Rove iz known as tho "Thite
lTorso Propheoyl. Some years belore Frther passed aw tre nrominent
Chuireh officials questicned Futhor at great leapt ncorning this Pro-
phecy, and recorded the statenent he made at

“Father sms well schooled in Enpland, a erftioal reador of avorything
av&i&&blé:‘ﬁhﬁ @ snlondid correspondant. Ho was spirituzl and renorous,
Indenondont, honest and-frank te the extrems, an enthuslustic citizon and
8 patron of eivie affalrc and the dramz, ofton toliing all nis daughtors to
the old Salt laks Thostre., Ono of the things saild at hic fmeral was tha's
ho was a man of dsoided viows and oninicnz, end tho courag: to fight for
thots oonvictions. Ho died December 28, 1004, when oighty vears of apey
Surviving him were threo wivse and thirtcen ohildro




