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AFTER THE SNOW AND THE

SHROUD

whathat if we all lay dead below
laylay as the grass lies cold and dead

in goagods8 own holy ahrshroudoud of snow
with snownowsnowwhitewhite stones set foot and head

with all earth dead and shrouded white
As clouds which crosscrone the moon at night
ahatwhat itif that infidel someome night

could then rise upop and see how dead
howflow wholly dead and out of sight

all things with snows sown foot and head
and lost winds wailwailinginguPup and down

the emptied fields and emptied town

I1 think that grand old infidel
would rub his hands with fiendish glee

and say 1I knew it knew it well I1

I1 anewknew that death was destiny
I1 moate I1 drank I1 mocked at god
thouthen asa the grass was and the sod

aliah me the grasses and the sod
they are my preachers hear them preach

when they forget the shroud and god
lifts up these blades of grass to teach

ttothe resurrection I1 who shall say
what infidel can speak as they

joaquinjoaguin miller in the

JOSEPH SMITH A TRUE PROPHET

A lecture delivered by Fiderfider andrew
aaenson beforebeare the students society
in the 1 I hall saltsall lake OWcity
friday evening january 16 1891

I1 will take for my text the followfollowingilag
words of the prophet mosesmom spoken to
the children of israel while they were
journeyingeying in the wilderwildernessnew of ara

the prophet who shall presume to
speak a word in my name which I1 have
oot commandedded him to speak 0 0
oveneven that prophet shall dledie aud if thou
myay in thine heart how shall we know
the word which the lord hast not spoken
when a proprophetbet speak eth tnin the name of
oetb lord tfft the thing follow not nor
come to pass that is the thing which the
lord hath not spoken but the prophet
hathbath spoken it presumptuously thou
aback not hebe afraid of him deutbeut evill
202220 22

the passage which I1 have read may
ypee taken as a key by which to distin

a true prophet from a false oneRthee first definition of the word
propheth 4 recording to the standard dic-
tionariesmption araaries69 is oue who prophecies one
abo foretells future events a predictor

a foreteller a seer in this light we
shall proceed to test the claims of
joseph smith whom the latter day
saints claim to be the great prophet
of the nineteenth century we claim
for him that he was visited by holy be-
ings who restored to him the foulness
of the gospel of jesus christ with
authoauthorityrhy to admadministeriniste in all the ordi-
nances of thothe same tutthat he received
from the angeladgel foroutmoroni certain gold
plates that had been bladen in the
earth for fourteen hundred yeara and
that he translated the engravings upon
these plates into the engl 1language
by the gift and power of god the re-
sult of which was the book of
Morramormon we further claim that
liehe organized the church of
christ once more upon the earth
and that he received by direct revel-
ation a code of laws and command-
ments by which to govern the affairs
of that church according to the
original pattern given by jesus and
his apostles eighteen hundred years
ago we further claim that it isin of the
utmost importance for all people who
desire eternal salvation to know
whether these things are true or not
if joseph smith is what he professed
to be A true prophet of god no one
can reject his testimony without being
condemned while on the other hand
if he was an impostor or a false kroph
et we can reject him without fear of
divine punishment and the condem-
nation will rest upon the man who as-
sumes to speak in the name of the
lord presumptuously in this lecture
I1 shall confine myself to his prophetic
and inspired utteranceig by brovprovingin9
their fulfillment and truthfulness
mostly from a historic standpoint

JOSEPJOSEPHS1118 FIRST VISION

one of the first declaradeclarationstimis made by
joseph smith when he was only a boy
between fourteen and fifteen years of
age was that the whole christian
world hadha i gone astray and that the
true church of christ was not to be
found upon the earth what a start-
ling declarationdelaratlola could anything laebe
moie on the part ofaof a
common uneducated farmers boy than
such an assertion preachers of the
various denominations 1inn the neighbor-
hood where the boy resided became
exasperated and at once denounced
him as an impostor or a fraud A boy
who had seen nothing of the world
save the tract of coucountry I1inn vermont
where he was born and the western

wilds of the state of new york where
he now resided with his parentsparents A
boy who had perhaps never been even
introduced to any of the prominent
divines of the day who hadbad neverdever cross-
ed the threshold of any important
institution of learning who had never
thoroughly examined the creed of any
one denomination much less havinghiving a
knowledge of them all who had
never crossed the ocean to acquaint
himself with the great learning of
europe with its thousands of preach
ers and its universities and institu-
tions of learning what did be know
about the creeds and organizations ex-
isting among the millionsmillionof christians
in europe and america thus to de-
nounce them all without further cere-
mony why even luther the great
reformerof the sixteenth century with
his profound learning and thorough
knowledge of the catholic creed did
not denounce the roman catholic
church in such a manner as that hohe
did not say it was rejected as a whole
and that it was not the church of
christ he simply contended that it hadbad
incorporated into its system doctrines
sacraments and ordinances which were
not true and not warranted inIII the
bible Lr simply desired to re-
form the church to purge it and
remove from it erroneous doctrinists
and wicked practices but joseph
smith without any more knowledge of
the religions of the world than what
opportunities his attendance of the
numerous revival meetings held iuim his
immediate neighborhood bad given
him denounced them all as false
whence then his authority for the
sweeping declaration he made as to t 0
condition of the so called christianchriatian
churches his story is a simple plainii
and one he tells iniii
his own straightforward manner how
after attending the diffiedifferentrent revival
meetings without being able to con-
clude which of the denominations was
the right one for him to join went
into the woods to pray to the lord for
that wisdom which the apostle james
promises boball be given the honest
believer the result was an attack of
the power of darkness which threatened
him with destruction then a lightliblit far
above him in the sky then an evolor
ment in that light which descended
upon him then a vision of two glori-
ous personages standing above him in
the air one of whom speaking to him
while pointing to theotherthe other said this
is my beloved son hear him here
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then was jesus christ being in-
troducedtrod lyby his father to joseph
smith the praying boy who next was
informed by the great redeemer him-
self that all the sects of the day were
wrong that all their creeds were an
abomination in his sight that the
modern professors and teachers taught
for doctrine the commandments af
men having a form of godliness but
denying the power thereof that he
joseph should join none of these

churches but that the true church
should be revealed to him at some fu-
tureturetimetime this then was josephs au-
thoritytho rity jesus christ bimhimselfself the re-
deemer of the world the sonbon of god
he that was crucified and put to death
on mount calvary but who arose tri-
umphant from the grave the founder
the organizer the head the president
of the christian church explained to
joseph smith the condition of the
world there is no higher authority
than he if anyone in heaven or
earth has a right tato say what tois true
christianity and what is not
christ himself the founder orof the
church has that right with that au-
thority to back liimhim joseph smith
had no fear that his declarations
would be met with successful
contradiction there tois only one
question that can present itself to our
minds in that connection and that is
did the boy tell the truth did he
really converse with jesus christ orer
was it an imagination of a bewildered
and excited mind we shall see as we
proceed I1 will first introduce the
prophets own testimony concernsconcernconcernDIDS
this his first vision he says in hisbis
history

it has often caused me s alous reflec-
tions both then and since how very
strange it was that an obscure boy of a
little over fourteen years of age and one
too who was doomed to the necessity ot01
obtaining a scanty maintenance by his
daily labor should be thought acharacter
of sufficient importance to attract the at-
tention of the great ones of the most
popular sects of tbthee day so as to create in
them a spirit of the hottest persecution
and revilingrev fling but strange or not so it
was and was often cause of great sorrow
to myself however it was nevertheless
a fact that I1 hadbad had a vision I1
have thought since that I1 felt much
like paul when he made his defense
before king agrippa and related the ac-
count of the vision nohe had when he saw a
light and heard a voice but still there
were but few who believed marhim some
said he wasdishonest others said he was
mad and he was ridiculed and reviled
ant all this did not destroy the reality of
itshis vision he hadbad seen a vision he knew
he had and all the ppersecution under
heaven could not make it otherwise and
though they should persecute him unto
death yet hebe knew and would know un-
to hihis latest breath that he had both seen
a light and heard a voice speaking toto him
and all thothe world could not make him
think or believe otherwise

so it was withith me I1 had actually seen
a light and in the midst of that light I1
saw two personagespensopemonnagesages and they did in
reality speak unto me or one of them
did and though I1 was hated and perse-
cuted for saying that I1 bad seen a vision
yet ijac was true and while they were yerper-
secutingsec ing inmee reviling joaeine and speaking
against me falsely for so saying I1 was
led to sav in my heart why persecute
for telling the truth I1 have actually
seen a vision and who am I1 that I1 can
withstand god or why does the world
think to make me deny what I1 have ac-
tually seen for I1 ibavelave seen a vision I1

knowknew it and I1 knowknew that god knowknew it
and I1 could not deny it neither dare I1 do
it at least I1 knew that by so doing I1
would offend god and come under con-
demnationdemnation

since the time joseph had this vis-
ion the elders of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints have
travetraversedreed the globe they have visited
all the so called christian nations of
the earth they have examined the
creeds and organizations of the chris-
tian sects of every aad and every
clime and have learned beyond doubt
abat the true church of christ was
not upon the earth rtat the time joseph
made his sweeping declaration and
that it does not exist outside of the
church organized under the direction
and authority of the redeemerKeueemer him-
self by joseph smith

HIE WORDS OF tiieTHE ANGELANCIEL

on the of september 1623
joseph smith after spending the pre-
vious night under the tutorship of the
angel moroni was again visited by
that holy personage on the hill cu-
morah in the western part of the state
afrew york and was shown the
plateslates1 which were delivered to himfofourtir years later and from which he
translated the book of mormon while
standing on this historic hill with the
angel at his side hnbo again received
glorious Instructinstructionioup jud warningsand
among other thiap wasvas told that when
he should the book of mor-
mon the workers of iniquity would
aels his overthrow says the angel

they will circulate falbofalsehoodshoods toto
4

des-
troy your reputation and also will seek
to take your life but remember this if
youou are faithful and shall hereafter con-
tinue to keep the commandments of the
lord you shall be preserved to brinbring9
these things forth for in due time he will
give you a commandment to come and
take them when they are interpreted
the lord will give the holy priesthood to
some and they shall begin to proclaim
thisthin gospel and baptize by water and
after that they shall have power to give
the holy ghost bythe laying on of bands
then will persecutionpersecutionersecution rage more and
more for abothe iniquities of men shall be
revealed and those who are not built
upon the rock will seek to overthrow the
church but it will increase the more op-
posed and spread further and further

the angel further told him
your name shall be known among

the nations for the work which ththe lord
will perform by your bands shall cause
the righteous to rejoice and the wicked to
rage with the one it shall be had in
honor and with the other in reproach
historical It ecord page
these prophetic sayings have had so

literal a fulfillmentfulfilment that no further ex-
planation is necessary itif the predic-
tions here made were joseph Is own pro-
ductionsductions and no angel of god had a
part in it is it not strange that every
word of it should prove true

tribulationstribulation PREDICTED

in 1831 the saints were commanded
to gather to jackson county mo
which was designated as a land of in-
heritance for the saints in the last
days and also as the identical spot
where they should build that great
city the new jerusalem about which
the ancient prophets and saints had
sung prayed and rejoiced so much
joseph smith had just arrived in that
goodly land together with a number

of his brethren when a revelation
containing some very strange sayings
was givenalven on the lot of auguet 1831

the tordlord said
hearken 0 ye elders of my churchchereb

and give earcar to my word and learn of naeme
what I1 will concerning yolandyon and also con-
cerning this land unto which I1 have sent
youyon for verily I1 say unto you blessed
Is liehe that keeneth my commandment
whether in life or inill death and hebe that
is faithful in tribulation the reward of
the same is gi eater in the kingdom of
heaven yoye cannot behold with your
natural eyes for the present time the de-
sign of your god concerning these things
which shall come hereafter and the glory
which shall follow after much tribulation
for after much tribulation cometh the
blessings wherefore the day cometh
that ye shall be crowned with much
storyglory the hour is not yet but tois nigh at

handand remember this which I1 tell you
before that you may lay it to heart and
receive that which shall follow doedoc
andandrovcov IOU 1 5

here is an opportunity for sound
reasoning if joseph smith was an
impostor and if he was trying to carry
out a scheme with a view to benefit
himself financially or if liehe was am
bilious and seeking torfor vain glory or
the honor of men could anything be
more absurd than to predict troubles
and when none such were
immediately apparent

if a schemer was doing that which
joseph on that occasion was doing
namely planting a colony of his fol-
lowers in one of the most desirable sec
eions of country within the borders of
the united states would he not have
enlarged upon the prospects ahead and
predicted success and prosperity in-
stead of difficulties and tribulations
most assuredly he would but
joseph spoke as he was directed
by the lord and his own desires or
ambition if any such he possessed cut
no figure in the matter

and now to the fulfilmentfulfillment of the
prophecy1 or revelation no one who
fais acquainted with the history of the
church will hesitate to testify that
since that time the saints have indeed
passed through much tribulation in
less than three years after the revela-
tion waywas given they were driven from
their homes in jackson county three
years after that they were forced to
leave their temporary possessions in
clay county mo and still two years
later under the exterminating order of
governor lilburn W boggs they
wereere driven from the state of missouri
seven years after their expulsion from
that state wicked mobsmabs after
first killing the prprophethet and
patriarch in cold toblood1

ol01 in
carthage jail drove the saints
from nauvoo into the wilderness
which was full of savage indians and
even after coming to these mountains
we have been subject to wicked prose-
cutions and persecutions if all this
dont mean much tribulation what
does it mean

THE GATHERING OF THE NATIONS

in a revelation given through joseph
smith in kirtland ohio sept 11

the following occurs

for behold I1 say unto you that zion
shall flourish and the glory of the lord
shall be upon her and she shall be an
ensign unto the people and there shall
come to her out ofof every nation hinder
heaven doedoc and cov 61 41 42

the many different nationalities
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representedted in this territory today is
conclusiveve proof of the fulfilmentfulfillment of
this remarkable prophecy which was
uttered at a time when the church
consisted of only a few persecuted peo-
ple and the elders hadbad only com-
menced preaching in a few of the
states

REVErevelationTATION ON WARWAB
on the of december 18321632

josejoaephh smith received a reremarkableiaaarkable
welationon in regard to war I1 will

beadrd an extract v

verily thus saith the lord concern-
ing the war that will shortly come to
tw beginning at the rebellion of southminscarolina which will eventually
MO in the death and misery of manymanwawrit the days will come when war
be poured out upon all nations beginning
at that place lorfor behold the
states shall be divided against the
wnorn states and the southern states willvili
call on other nations even the nation of
great britain as it is called and they
shallhall also callupon other nations in order

to defend themselves against other na
biousons and thus war will be poured out
upon all nations doodoc dtA cov seemoah

in a communication which was writ-
ten a few daysdaya later to N 0 seatonbeaton
editoredito of a paper published in roches-
ter N Y the prophet wrote

1I arnam prepared to say by the authority4of jesus christ that not many years shall
PASS away before the states shall
presentprent such a scene of woodshed as has
notnet a parallel in the history of our na-
tion ty Histhistorical record page

I1 will refer to another prediction
ouon the samegame subject which was made
by joseph smith in carthage illIII two
daysdaya before he was martyredmarty red A num
brbet of the officers of the troops then
stationedtatloned in carthage and other per

curious to seeaft joseph visited him
in14 his room joseph asked them if
there was anything in ibisbis appearance
which indicated that hebe was the desper-
ate characharacterctet hisbis enemies represented
nm to tiebe the answer was

xoho sirair your appearance would indi-
cate the very contrary general smith
but we cannot see what tois in your heart
neither can we tell what are your inten-
tions 19

joseph replied
very true gentlemen you cannot see

whathat tois inin my heartand you are therefore
unable to judge me or my intentions but
I1 cartcan see what is in your hearts and will
tolltell you whatchati1 see I1 can see you thirst
farforDbloodlood and nothing but my blood will
matathay you it tois not for crime of any
dortlon that I1 and my brethren are
thus continually and harassed
alybby our enemies irluebut there are other mo-
tivesves and some of them I1 have expressed
so0o farfai as relates to myself and inasmuch
aa you and the people thirst for blood
I1 proprophesyhesy in the name of the lord that
you shall witness scenes of blood anuand sor-
row to your entire satisfaction your
banonto shall be perfectly satiated with
blood and many of you who arearc now
present shallahall have an opportunity to face
the cannons mouthdouth from sources YOyouu
think notarx as-adof those people that desiredesire
this great evil uuponn me and my brethren
hall1140 be filled aftwithbh regret and sorrow be-

cause of the scenes of desolation and dis-
tress thatthai await them they shall seek
torfor peace and shall not be able to find it
gentlemen you will find what I1 have
told you to be true 91 Hiathistoricalorical record
page

on the of december 1860 nearly
2829 years after the above revelation on

L

war was given its fulfilmentfulfillment com-
menced for on that day a convention
assembled in charleston 8S C which
after three days deliberation passed a
resolution to the effect that the union
lit herto existing between south
Ja rolina and the other states under
the name of the united of
america was dissolved this was the
beginning of the rebellion by the 1stast
of february 18611801 six other states hadbad
followed the example of south caro

withdrawn from the union
and a new government was formed
under the name of the confederate
states of america not only was south
carolina the first state to commence
the rebellion but here also as if to
cause a double fulfilmentfulfillment of josephsJoseph18

prophesy on april 12 1861 the first
gunan waswaa fired from a confederate bat-
tery against fort sumter standing at
the entrance to Charcharlestonleaton harbor

the ruinous war that followed tois a
matter of history the union losseslessee
alone according to the report of the
provost general amounted to
men who were either killed outright
in battle or who died subsequently
of wounds or disdiseaseeasm not count-
ing the thousands who were
crippled and maimed for litelife the
loss on the side of the con-
federates was about the same truly
as joseph predicted the united

i
states

never witnessed such a scene of blood
shed before the lossesloam in the revolu-
tionary war toin the war of 1812 and in
the war with mexico in 1846
were only small affairs com-
pared with this last and ter-
rible war of the rebellion so accurately
predicted by the prophet joseph smith
this prediction alone and its literal
fulfilmentfulfillment should be sufficient to con-
vince every reasonable man and woman
who will take pains to investigate the
subject thoroughly that joseph in-
deed was a prophet of the living god

CHOLERA PREDICTED

in 1834 joseph smith marched from
ohio to missouri a distance of about
one thousand miles as the leader of
the illustrious body of men known in
church history as zions camp on
this long and wearisome journey some
of the brethren indulged in a spirit of
rebellion and faultfindingfault finfindingelum which was
rebuked by the prophet firstrat in a mild
manner and finally very strongly as
he told the brethren that the lord had
revealed to him that a scourge would
come upon the camp in consequence
of the fractiousfractions and unruly spirit that
had appeared among them still if
they would repent and humblebumble them-
selves before the lord the scourge
might in a great measuremea feure be turned
away albutbut as the lord lives 999 he
said the camp will have to suffer for
giving way to unruly temperstampersVL his-
torical page this pre-
diction was fulfilled a few weeks later
when the brethren had arrived in
clay county mo on the of june
18841834 the cholera broke out in the
camp and raged fearfully for sev
araldeml day altogether sixty eight
of the saintssainta were attacked with
the dreadful disease and thirteen died
finally joseph called some of the sur-
vivingvivi ng brethren togetherand told them
that if they would humble themselves
before the lord and covenant to keep
his commandments and obey his
josephs ouncaunselsel the plague should

bo stayed from that hour and there
should not be another case of cholera
among them the brethren cove-
nanted to that effect and the plague
was stayed

ASTRONOMY OF ABRAHAM

july 3 1885 a man by the name of
michael H chandler came to kirtl-
and ohio to exhibit four egyptian
mummies together with some two or
more rolls of papyrus covered with
hieroglyphic figures and devices they
had been obtained from one of the
catacombscatacombs of egypt near a place
where once stood the renowned city of
thebes by the celebrated antonio
lebolo in the year 1831 joseph
smith upon examining the rolls of
papyrus discovered that one of them
contained the writings of abraham
and another the writings of joseph
who was sold into egypt the wholehole
collection was bought by the saintssaint
and joseph subsequently translated the
writings of abraham which together
with a number of illustrations were
published in the times and seasons
at nauvoo ill in 1843 and which
we now have in the erflelittle axceexcellentfleit
work called the pearl of great price
under the captionaption of the beok of
abraham this book besides giving
a history of the creation of the earth
and man also introduces a new ddecdcC

trine in regard to astronomy it tells
of a planet called dolob near which is
the throne of god and around which
everything in the great universe re-
volves in regular order at that time
the generally accepted theory among as-
tronomerstron omers was that with the excep-
tion of the few planets among which is
our own earth which sweeps regular-
ly around the dunall the heavenlyliea venly bacbod-
ies called stars were fixed or bration
rryary and that the sun furnishing light
and warmth for our earth besides be-
ing the centre of gravitation for cur
solar system was the nearest fixed or
stationary star hence when joseph
smith in the astronomy of abraham
introduced the doctrine that there was
a grand centre setsel far beyond the limits
of our own solar system hebe was de-
rided by not a few who ascribed the
ajeaideateto hisbis ignorance in not having
even a superficial knowledge of thothe
principlesr of astronomy but thetheoriestheories of men change as the lord
gives them more light and intelligence
and today the doctrine advanced in
the book of abraham is a generally ac-
cepted one among astronomers
in proof of thisibis I1 will intro-
duceducettethe following extract of a letter
from lieutenant M PF maury of the
united states navy a man acknowl-
edged on all sides as one of the most
eminent scientific men living dated
washington D C jan

it is a curious fact thatthai thothe revela-
tions of science have led astronomers of
our day to the discovery that the sun is
not the dead centre of motion around
which comets sweep and planets whirl
but that it with its splendid retinue of
worlds and satellites is revolving through
the reamsrealms of space at the rate of anilmil-
lions of miles in a year and in obedience
to some influence situated precisely in
thothe direction of the star alcyon one of
the pleiades we dolsot know how far
off in the immensities of space that centre
of revolving cycles and epicyclesepic may be
nor have our oldest observers or nicest
instruments been able to tell us how tarfar
off in the skies that beautiful cluster of
stars is hung whose influences man can
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never bind in this question alone and
thothe answer to it tireare involved both the
recognition and exposition of the whole
theory of gravitation family bibleP

published by henry S goodspeed fc co
new york page 18

here is another proof that joseph
was a prophet and an inspired mauman
and that the book of abraham is true

LOCATION OF ANCIENT EDEN
in 1832 joseph smith made the beart

ling declaration that the garden of
eden had its existence on the ameri-
can continent even in jackson coun-
ty mo people as a rule ridiculed the
idea and thought joseph very ignorant
indeed in not knowing that which
every school boy at that time was asup-
posed

uLirto know that asia was ththeecracradled e
of mankind and when he further
declared that the grand riverbiver valley
in daviess county mo was the val-
ley where adam our father had livedlive
and that he joseph on an adjoining
hill had discovered the remnants of an
altar upon which the great patriarch
had offered sacrifice the world thought
that joseph smith was either a re-
ligious crank a blasphemer or a fool I1
will introduce au item of history in or-
der to make this more plain I111t was in
the summer of1838 were
flocking into missouri from different
parts of the country that it became evi-
dent that there would not be room for
all to settle in the immediate vicinity
of far west or in caldwell county
the prophet therefore together with
others started out to select other gath-
ering places arriving at a hill where
there was a fine spring of water at a
point where grand riverbiver suddenly
changes its course from a southerly to
an easterly direction he was struck
with the natural beauty of the country
and also with what he thought would
be a fine townsite on the slope of the
hillhilk accordingly the accompanying
surveyors began their work of running
lines for streets and lots and it was
decided to name the place spring8 ring huihill
but they had not proproceededceede far when
the lord on may 19 1838 gave a reve-
lation through the prophet joseph
naming the place adam ondi ahman

because 12 said the lord it is the
placepiece where adam shall come to visit
his people or the ancient of days shall
bit as spoken of by daniel the proph-
et 11 doc and cov seesec joseph
was also told that it was the place
where adam as mentioned in a previ-
ous revelation three years before hisbis
death blessed his posterity when ttheyey
rorose uup and called him michael thehe
prince the archangel and he being
full of the holy ghost predicted what
should befall his posterity to the latestlacast
generations doc and cov

with all the claims of our american
people none so far as I1 know hadbad up
to that time imagined for our country
the honor of being the home of our
first parents but since then it has be-
come a favorite theory with many A
few years after joseph hadbad proclaimed
that the great mississippi valley was
the first home of man the learned an-
tiquarian samuel L mitchell of new
york with other gentlemen eminent
for their knowledge of natural history
advanced the theory that america waswag
the land where adam dwelt he
supported hiabin theory by tracing the
progress of colonies westward from
america over the pacific ocean to new

settlements in europe and africa
lauvenilevenile instructor vol 9 obber

scientists have reasoned elaborately
from the reliesrelics found in differdifferenteDt parts
cf north and south america and
have proven that the western conti-
nent was inhabited btbeforefore the flood
now if adam dwelt in America Noah
also dwelt here and must have built
his ark on this continent without
entering into a detaildetailsildd argurnargumentent to
proveprove this I1 will simply read the fol-
lowing from an able andald lengthy arti-
cle entitled old Amamericaerlest written
by G M 0 and published in the ninth
volume of the juvenile

modern science has given us very ac-
curatelycura tely drawn charts of the course of the
wind through the atmosphere surround-
ing us we have no reason to believe
these wind currents have changed since
the creation now the prevailing current
of wind over the central part of north
america is from the west and possibly
this was the course followed by the tor-
nado duringdaring the deluge now if the ark
had been built in armenia where the
mountain ararat is situated and it is
found that the wind and currents have a
general eastern direction tle ark would
during the otieone hundred and fiatfiftyT days
or five months of the deluge that is from
the commencement until the waters
gained their greatest depth have gone in
an eastern course say at the rate of about
doity miles a day comepome six thousand
miles or beyond chinnchinh or if it floated
faster it would have I1 rtA the ark some-
where in the pacific ocean this would
be an unreasonable ceory to adopt being
entirely inconsistent but the ark being
builtbuilt in america somewhere we may
imagine in the latitude of missouri when
taken up by the eastern borne current
and wwanedled by the hurricane following
the same course it is not out of the way
to suppose it to have progressed as far as
ararat some six or seven thousand miles
from america even had it traveled at a
more rapid rate than forty or fifty
miles a day over sixteen hundred
years had passed from the creation until
the ark was finished in this time man-
kind had increased and multiplied and
cprspreadad out far beyond the country
around eden the mississippi valley
as signs of an antediluvian population
indicate and wowe may suppose the ark
was built some distance east of the gar-
den between the states of new york and
missouri couple this supposition with
the circumstances connected with the
flood the current flowing from america
with the fact of thetee arks resting in an
easterly direction from this country and
we can form no other reasonable conclu-
sion than that here the miraculous vessel
was constructed and freighted with its
treasure of animal life and the progeny
tors designated and set apart to renew the
human race that the ancient americans
knowknew of the deluge is beyond dispute as
we have several versions of the story of

I1 the flood that have been handedbanded downdoindo in as
tradition by different nations and in one i

instance we have a picture written de-
scription of it an old toltec record for-
tunatelytunately preservedved from the wholesale
destruction that followed the conquest

suffice it to saymay that it is no longer
considered an absurd theory that
america was the cradle of man
and the home of adam noah and the
other antediluvian patriarchs but it
has taken many years of patient studstudy
and thorough investigationI1 of scientific
problems for ruenmen of learnlearninglog to come
to the same conclusion that joseph
smith did by revelation between fif-
ty and sixty yearsbeare ago the following
was publishedpuLli shed in the DESERET NEWS
of sept is18 1888

A corroborative rISCOVERY

A short time ago the washington post
made a remarkable statement regarding
the local ion of the garden of eden it
announced that dr campbell of versail-
les had lately disediscovered that it waswaa on
this continent and near where st louis
now stands that gentleman according
to the odst averted that thealie mississippi
river Is the euphrates of scripture and
that the bible furnishes evidence of thehe
correctness of his conclusions

it isis probabler0bable tbthatat dr campbellOam is not
aware ofteof thee fact that hebe is not the discov-
erer of what hohe now announces the
prophet joseph smith having many
years ago stated that the garden of eden
was located in what is now known as the
state of missouri the prophet also
pointed out the precise spot where adam
ciffofferedered sacrifice to the lorlandlord and where
as the great patriarchal head of the race
febleshe blessedaed his children previous to his
departure from the earth that acred
spot in missouri was designated by the
prophet as adain ondi aham the mean-
ing of which is the land where adam
dwelt

my conclusion is thiethi if scientific
men by the evidences at
this late day can indicate that the gar-
den of eden was at or near the place
where stbt louis mo now stands the
Lord whwho0 originally planted the garden
himself could designate the exact spot
and tell his prophet that that first gar-
den the original paradise of manmain was
located in jackson county Mo Just

miles nortbest ofef st louis
in connection with this I1 desire to

relate a little experience of my own
about two years ago in company with
elderselden edward stevenson and joseph
S black I1 visited adam obdiah
man in missouri and as we stood upon
the site of the altar that I1 have referred
to and looked over the beautiful valley
lying south and east of us I1 said to
myself can it be possible that these
stones fragments of which I1 held in
my handband were once parts of the altar
upon which our first parent offered
sacrifice to god

I1 had previously listened to the testi-
mony of presidents wilford woodruffir
A 0 smoot and other men of prom-
inence and unimpeachable characharacteroter
to the effect that they were present
with the prophet joseph in 1838 when
the glorious facts relating to that parpar-
ticular tract of country were ivrevealedaudh

but I1 desired a direct testimony from
the lord concconcerningeming the tumatteratter and
consequently made it a subject of
prayer and I1 de this occasion
to bear my testimony that I1 received
an answer to my prayer sufficient to
conconvincevinee me that these things are true

miraculous ESCAPE PREDICTED

on the of october 1838 joseph
and a number of his brethren all
prominent men in the church werewerd
betrayed by col george al hinkle
into the hands of the mob militia who
had surrounded far west mo de-
terminedter mined to sack the town although
joseph hadbad only been in missouri a few
months and bad not done the least
harm to a single soulsoil there nearly the
whole population of that state includ-
ingI1in its highest officers both cicivilvilandandmilitarymilitary hadbad become so exasperated
through the stream of lies which had
been circulated through the country
concerning the saints and their mo-
tives that they bad fully determined
to kill the leaders of the church and
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there were scores in that mob militia
camp to which joseph and brethrenhis
were brought that memorable day who
would have considered it a great honor
to putpot to death joseph and his fellow
prisonersprison erp they knew also that theretheire
would be no danger of them being
brought to justice for such a deed even
if they should assassinate them with-
out orders from any commander it
was on this occasion that the robbers
cursed and shouted like madmenmad men and
woreswore that joseph and those wwithith him

should never fee their friends or
families again alive and to prove that
this was not the boot and threat of the
common soldier only I1 will refer you
to what john darkclark the head general
and commander of the whole militia
saidaid in hisbis notorious speech which he

delivered before the brethren at far
west after be had made them prison-
ers cf war referring to joseph and
his followfellow prisoners who then were on
the road to jackson county in the
hands of gen lucas and his army
general darkclork said

AsA for your leaders do not once think
do not imagine for a moment do not

tot14 it enter your minds that they will be
delivered or that you will seeeee their faces
again for their baicate iss fired TITHEIRI1 DIPDIE is
dastCAST boomDOOM IS aeaSEALEDLED

but whitewhile from a humanchuman standpoint
it seemed absolutely impossible for
josephjoeeph and his brethren to escape from
their enemies alive joseph rose up in
ththee spotspiritit of liishis prophetic calling and

rivprophesiedpheated that they ALL should be de-
liveredevered1 alive parley P pratt one of
the prisoners with joseph writes the
following

As we arose and commenced our
march on the morning of the 3rdard of no-
vember joseph smith spoke to me and
the othirother boners in a low but cheerful
and confidential tone said he be of
good cheer brethren the word of the
lord came to me last night that our lives
should be given us and that whatever
we may suffer during this captivity not
one of pur lives should be taken

of this prophecy I1 testify in the name
of the lord and though spoken in leeret
its public ffulfillmentfulfilment and the miraculous
escape of each one of us is too notorious
toi need my testimony I parley P
pratts aut page

notwithstanding the fact that they
were sentenced on two or three difdiffer-
ent

fier
occasionsoccasionstoto be shot that several

attempts were made to poisonpolson them
whilehile incarcerated in filthy dungeons
that forty men at a certain time and
placece entered into a conspiracy that
theyey would neither eat nor drink until
ttheyy bad killed the mormon proph-
et all the brethren in due course
of time escaped from their per-
secutors and would be murderers and
althoalthoughugh they sufferederod as only few men
have sufferedbuffered they arrived safely and
all alive among their friends in il-
linois this surely is another proof of
joseph smithsmithss prophetic gift while
general darkclark at the same time is
proven to be a false proprophetphet

ABOUT COMING TO THE
MOUNTAINS

underdaleunder date of saturday august 6
1842 joseph wrote

1I passed over the river to montrose
iowa in company with Gogeneral adams
col brewer and othersother and witnessed the

of the officers of the risingsun lodge of ancient york masons at
by general jamjames adams

ALAL

deputy grand mister of illinois while
the deputy grand master was engaged init
giving the requisite instructions to the
master elecleatt I1 had a conversation with a
number of brethren anthoin the shade of the
building on the subject of our persecution
in missouri and the constant annannoyanceboyance
which hadbad followedfolloweJ us since we were
driven from that state I1 prophesied
that the saints should continue to suffer
much afflicafflictionion and would be driven to
the rocky mountains many would
apostatize others would be put to death
by our persecutors or lose their livliveses in
consequence of exposure or disease and
some of you will live to go and assist in
making settlements and build cities and
eece the saints become a mighty people in

the rock mountains historical rec-
ord page

I1 need spend no time to prove the
fulfilmentfulfillment of this remarkable prophecy
all of you who are present in this hall
tonight can testify to its literal fulfillfulfil
ment the latter day saints have in-
deed become a mighty people in these
mountains numbering as they do now
about two hundred thousand souls or-
ganized into thirty two stakes of zim
or nearly five hundred wards and
branches and this does not include the
saints in mexico and canada it Isie
also a matter of history that the saints
for years after the prediction was ut-
tered continued to suffer persecutionpeise cution
and affliction from their enemies that
many apostatized while others who
proved faithful and true to their cove-
nant were put to death for conscience
sasakeke aandd the remainder were driven
bby a1 ruthless mob from the beautiful
city of nauvoo into the western wil-
dernessbernessss in the year 1846

ESCAPE FROM ENEMIES PREDICTED
early in the year 1844 while the

spirit of renewed persecutions waswag
brooding in hancock county illinois
joseph was inspired to make preprepara-
tions

Mapa
for sending an expedition to the

rocky mountains to seek out a new
location for the saints as it had been
revealed to him that they would not be
permitted to remain much longer toin
their illinois homes on sunday
feb 25 1844 while the prophet was
engaged in selecting brethren to go on
this expedition he gave them some
important instructions and proph-
esied that within five yeara the
saints should be out of the power
of their old enemies whether they
were apostates or of the world and
the prophet also told the brethren to
record it that when it came to passpage
they need not say they bad forgotten
the saying Hisehistoricalorical record page

five years after this prediction was
uttered the saints bad been driven
from nauvoo the noble baudband of pio-
neers had under the guidance of je-
hovah been led to these valleys in
1817 about three years after the predic-
tion was made and in 1849 five years
after the bulk of the exiles from nau-
voo had gathered here thirteen hun-
dred miles from their illinois persecu-
tors

STEPHEN A DOUGLAS

I1 will now refer you to another most
remarkablekable prophecy and its fulfilmentfulfillment
among the prominent men of illinois
who befriended the saints when they
were expelled from missouri was ste-
phen A douglas afterwards known as
the little want 11 sodand who became
one of thehe great gatesmanstatesman orof our usca

tion this man continued friendly to
the saints for many years and espec-
ially to joseph smith in whose case
liehe as an illinois district judge ren-
dered a fair and impartial decision at
monmouth june 10 1841 at a time
when the missouriansMissour ians were endeavor
lug to get joseph smith into their
power after that he aadand the prophet
exchanged visitsvisit and 006 one occasion
when joseph dined with him in cart-
hage illinois may 18 1843 he lis-
tened to a lengthy explanation from
the prophet about the missouri perse

winding up the conversation
joseph spoke of the dire effects that
would flow to the nation if the united
states should refuse to dedrewredrew the
wrongs of murder arson and robbery
committed against the saints in mis-
souri and the crimes committed
upon the saints by the ofofficersficera of the
government turning to judge doug-
las he said

you will aspire to the presidency
of the united states and if ever you
turn your hand against me or tilethe ant
ter day saints you will feel the weight
of the hand of the almighty upon you
and you will live to see and know that
I1 have test fled the truth to you for
the conversation of this day will stick
to you through life

this remarkable prophecy con-
cerning

on
cornin judge douglas personally
has ralai a literal n
judge douglas continued torto rise in
prominence in the nation as long as liehe
remained a friend to the saints but
finally he turned against them and at
the time the excitement ran high
against the cormonsmormonsMormons ap in 1857 and
preparations were being made to abud
an army against the people of utah
judge douglas thought he would add a
little to the greak popularity he had al-
ready achieved by doing the mostmeet
popular thing that could be done at the
time namely denounce the morimor
mons hence in a political speech
which he delivered in springfield illjune 1857 and which was pub-
lished in the missouri republican of
june following and partly repub-
lished with commentscom menta in the iesu rei
NEWS of september 2ndand 1857 senator
douglas attacked the saints in utah
in a most fierce and unwarranted maman-
ner

n
and among many other bitter ex-

pressionspres which he made he called
mormonismMorn a loathsome disgusting

ulcer to which hebe recommended thateliat
congress apply the knife and cut it out
in the NEWS of the date
mentioned the prophecy of jo eph
smith was republished with warn-
ingI1 ng remarks directed to mr
Ddouglas0 who at that time in
fulfillmentfulfilment of josephs words was
already aspiring to the presidency
ofif the united states in the cam-
paign of 1860 he became the candidate
of the independent democratic party
for that position it is asserted that no
man ever entered into a campaign
with brighter prospects of success than
did senator douglas on that occasion
his friends viewed him as feurebure to bobe
seated in the presidential chair be-
cause of his great popularity hubul
alas he and his friends had recreckonskont d
without divine interposition he bad
lifted hisbis handsbands against the saints of
the mostmoat high god and denounced
the people whom hebe knew to be inno-
cent and whom he ought to have de-
fended the result was that hebe was
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sadly defeated at the election as he
tuly received two electoral votes
against seventeen cast for abraham
ltlincolnacol n republican and eleven cast
for J C breckenridge democrat

when the result of the election be-
came known in utah apostle orson
hyde published the following in the
deseret NEWS of december 12 1860

itaimitayim utah ter nov
will thothe judge now acknowledge that

joseph smith was a true prophet I1iff be
will not does hohc recollect a certain con-
versation had with mr smith at tilethe
house of sheriff backenstos in Cartcarthagehago
illinois in the year 1843 in which mr
smith said to him you will yet aspire
to the presidency of the united states
but if you overever raise your hand or your
voice against the latter day saints you
shall never bo president of the
states

does judge douglas recollect that in
a public speech delivered bby hihim I1in the
year 1857 at springfield IlliIllmoionolToffcomcom-
paring the mormon community then
constituting the inhabitants of utah terr-
itory to a loathsome ulcer on the body
politic and of re commendingmendingomoni the knife
to be applied to cut it out

among other things the judge will
ddoubtless recollect that I1 was present and
hoardheard the between him and
joseph smith at mr backen tos resi-
dence in carthageCarthago before alluded to

now judge what think you about
joseph smith and mormonism

ORSON HYDE

A few months later or in june
1861 judge douglas died in disap-
pointment and grief never hohasa the
saying of any prophet of god been

e more literally sendand minutely fulfilled
than the prediction made by the
prophet joseph smith concerning this
mmmin

CIFFCHRISTSLISTIS SECOND COMING

someborne have that joseph
smith was an enthusiast or a reli-
gious fanatic and that his prophetic
utterances were the result of his im-
pulsive nature or visionary mind but
such was not the case when hebe was
under the influence of the spirit of
god his mind was perfectly calm and
collected and his countenance beamed
with heavenly intelligence

while some of his contemporaries al-
lowed their zeal andaad to
lead them into erroneous expectations
he would reason with them calmly antiand
endeavor to balance their minds Tto0
illustrate this I1 will relate an incident
that transpired shortly before he suf-
fered9

A man by the name of miller the
founder of the sect known as Mille rites
was preaching to the people in the
eastern states in 1844 that the savior
would mike his appearance that year
this caused considerable excitement at
the time and a number of people were
quite alarmed about it joseph smith
hearingearingli of these predictions declared
that they would not be fulfilled and
said he I1 will take the responsibility
upon myself to prophesy in the name
of the lord that christ will
not come this year as fat-
her miller has prophesied
and I1 also krophprophecye y that Cchristarist will not
come in forty years and if god ever
spoke by my mouthwoutbhehe will not come in
that length of time brethren when
you go home write this down that itmay be remembered

more than forty years have passed
since 1844 hence here we again

have joseph proven to be a true
prophet while father miller missed it
very much

THE WITNESSES

when joseph smith was translating
the book of mornionmormon with oliver cow-
dery as scribe the following words of
moroni directed I1 to the translatortransistor were
rendered as follows in the translation

behold yoye may be privileged that yyeI1may show the plates unto those who shillshall
assist to bring fothforthfo th this work meaning
the book of aamormonormon and unto three
shall they be shown by the power of god
wherefore theyhey shall know of a surety
that those tthings are true and in the
mouth of three witnesses shall these
things be established and the testimony
of three and this work
shall stand ajai a testimony against the
world at the last day 11 ether v 242 4

here is a positive promise that the
plates of the book of mormon should
be shown to three by the power of
god I1 will now read the testimony
of three men who as soon as this
promise was made known desired of
the lord to be chosen as these ththreeree
special witnesses and their desires
being granted they prepared and
signed the following

the testimony of three witnesses
be it known unto all nations kin-

dreds tongues and people unto whom
this work shall come that we through
the grace of god the father and our
lord jesus christ have seen the plates
which contain this record which is the
record of the people of nephi and also of
the Lama their brethren and alsalso0
of the people of Jared who came from thethe
tower of which hildhad been spoken and we
also know that they have been trans-
lated by the gift and power of god for
his voice hath declared it unto us where-
fore we know of a surety that the work is
true and we also testify that we have
seen the engravings which are upon the
plateslates and they have been shown unto useyby the power of god and not of man
andabid we declare with words of soberness
that an angel of god came dodownwn from
heaven and he brought and lallaidd before
our eyes that we beholdbeheld and saw the
plates and the engravings thereon and
we know that it is by the grace of god
the batner and our lord jesus christ
that we beholdbeheld and bear record that these
things are true and it tois marvelous in our
eyes nevertheless the voice of the lord
commanded us that we should bear rec-
ord of it wherefore to be obedient unto
the commandments of god we bear tes-
timony of these things and we know
that if we are faithful inn christ we shall
rid our garments of the blood of all men
and be found spotless before the judg-
ment seat of christ and shall dwell with
hihim eternally in the heavens and the
honor be to the father and to the son
and to the holy ghost which tois one god
amen OLIVER COWDERY

DAVID WHITMER
MARTIN HARRIS

this is plain strong testimony josejosephrhsmith or any other man could aaseasilyay
enough have made a promise like the
one made in the ath chapter of ether
but he could not havehane called down an
angel from heaven nor caused the
voice of god to be heardbeard in order to
have the promise fulfilled the lord
only could fulfilfulfill this petpredictionpe diction and hebe
did it in hisbis own way time and place
but says the skeptic the three wit-
nesses subsequently left the church
and deserted joseph smith yes that
is true and this is what makes their
testimony of teutenfordfold more eight if

their testimonies were not true if any
fraud or deetiondecdeceptiontion bad been practiced
in regard to the coming forth of the
book of mormon they would undoubt-
edlyedl have exposed the same as soon as
the breakbuvak occurred between joseph
smith and themselves but the facts
are these they always remained true
to their testimony even in their dark-
est hours then why did they leave
the church they fell into transgres-
sion they sinned against god and had
to be dealt with the same as other tramstrade
gresgrelsoresors for although ft man may have
seen angels and had glorious visions
etc that gives him no license to SIUsin
any more than those lessjew favored

we will now briefly allude to the
individual witnesseswitnesseE

oliver cowdery after his
in far west april 11 1838

engage in law busibusinessnees and practiced
for some years as a lawyer in michi-
gan but he never denied the truth of
the book of mormon on the contrary
he seems to have used every oppor-
tunity he had tolo bear testimony of its
divine origin while in michigan ita
gentleman on a certain occasion ad
dressed him as follows mr cowdery
j see you namer attached to this book
if you believe it to be true why are
you in Michigan The gentleman then
read the namesname of the three witnesses
and asked believe
this bookbeok no sir was the reply

verycovery well continued the gentle-
man but your name is attached to it
and ye-ayou declare here pointing to the
book thathat you saw an angea and also
the plates from which chebookthe book pur-
ports to be translated and now you say
Yyouou dont believe it which time did
you tell the truth oliver cowdery
replied with emphasis my namedame is
attached to that book and what I1 there
have said is true I1 did see this I1
know I1 saw it and faith has nothing
to do with it as a perfect knowledge
has swallowed up the faith which I1
had in the work knowing as I1 do that
it is true

at a special conference held at
Kaneskanesvilleville iowa october 21 1848
oliver cowdery was present and made
the following reremarksmarkL

friends and brethren my name is
cowdery oliver cowdery inift the early
history of this church I1 stood identified
with her and one in her councils true
it is that the gifts and callingscalling of god are
without repentance not because I1 was
better ttthanan the rest of mankind was I1
called but to fulfill the purposes of god
he called me to a high and holy calling

1 I wrote with my own pen the entire
book of mormon save a few pages as it
fell frfromm the upalips of the prophet joseph
smith as he translated it by the girtgift and
power of god by the means odtheof the triin
and or asaa it is called by that
book holy interpreters I1 beheld with
my eyes and handled with my hoddsluinda
the gold plateslates from which I1if was
trantranscribedscriv I1 also saw with
my eyeseleb and handled with mymay hands
the holy interpretersinterpreteM theathat book isia
true sidney rigdon did not write it
mr Rpaul ding did not write it I1 wrote it
myself as it fell from the lips of the
prophet ltit contains the everlasting
gospel and minecame forth to the children orof
men in fulfillmentfulfilment of the revelations of
john where he sayssava he saw an angel
come with the everlastingEer lasting gospel to
preach to every nation kindred tongue
and pebble it contains principles of sal-
vation and if you my hearers will walk
by its light audand obey its precepts you
ww b sayedsaved with an everieverlastingasting salva
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alon in the kingdom of god on high
arikfrikarotherr0it hyde has just said that itisit is very
importantr 1 that we keep and walk in the
true channel in order to avoid the sand-
bars this inii truetrae the channel is here
the holy priesthood is here

1 I was present with joseph when an
holy angel from godgd came down from
heaven and conferred on us or restored
the lesserleaser or priesthood and saisaid
to us at the same time that it should re-
main upon the earth while the earth
tendselands

1 4 I was also present with joseph when
the higher or Melchisedek priesthood
was conferred by holy angels fromonfrom on
high this priesthood we then conferred
onm each other by the will and command
ment of god this priesthood as was
then declared is also to remain upon the
forthearth until the last remnant of time
hiis holy priesthood or antauthorityhority we
alpenthen conferred upon many and is just aia i

and valid as though god had donetinaln person
1

1 I laid naymy handshandi upon that man yosyes
3 laid my right hand uupon0 n his head
pointing to brother hytehyde and I1 con

berred upon him this priesthood and he
isolda that priesthood now he waswag also
culled through me by the prayer of faith
an apostle of the lord jesus 19

i1 sion aftafterwardserwardi oliver cowdery was
but while making prepara-

tions to conae to utah he was sudden-
ly stricken with death in richmond
mo march 3rdard 18591850 elder phinehasPhine hae
H young who was present when he
died testifies

his last moments were spent in bear-
ing testimony of the truth of the gospel
revealed through joseph smith and the

of the holy priesthood which he
had received through his administra-
tion

davidanvid whitmer who died in eteh
mond mo Jjujiuiu 18881833 was also
tuooue totn his until the last al-
though he never united himself with
the church after his excommunication
in 1833 duringdarlng the last few beirs of
we life tielie waswaa frequently visited by
representatives of the press and mamanyy
aers to whom he boult always bearbear
wongstrong and faithful testimonies of the

of the bok of mormon
on one occasion when the report

beachedeclied him that he was accuse by a
ertain party of having denied his
farmer testimonyopy he wrote the follow-
ing whichw was published in the rich-
mondonal mo conservator of imrch 25

1

untonto all nations kindreds tongues
j andnd PeoplePeo unto whom these presents
f shallhall come

it having been represented by one
jahn murphy of polo caldwell county
missouri that 1I in a conversation with
him last summer denied my tetestimonystimon
aa one of the three witnesses of the boolbook
tfof mormon

to the end therefore that he may
understand me now if he did not thouthen

atad that the world may know the truth
I1 wish now standing as it were in the

7 sunset of life and in the fear of
ow once for all to make this public
statementput

that I1 have never at any time denied
that testimony or any part thereof which
Ishas so long since been publishedpublished with
that book as one of the Tthreeree witnesses
thoseBIOBO who know me best well know that
chave always adhered to that tetestimonystimon
i wdsd that no mnmin may be misled or dozidoubt
my present views in regard to the same
tao again affirm the truth of all my state
nentants as then made an I1 published

he that hath anearan ear to hear let him
awhar itft was no delusion what is written

is written and he that readeth let him
understand 0

in the spirit of christ who hath slidsaid
follow thou me for I1 am the life the

light and the way I1 submit this state-
ment to the world god in whom I1 trust
being my jjudgen dge a to the sincerity of my
motives and the faith and hope chaththat if
in me of eternal life

am my sincere desire is that the world
may be benefited by this plain and sim-
ple

sim-
pie statement of the truth

and all the honor to the father theson and the holy ahot which is one
god amen

DAVID SZN
RICHMOND mo march 19

three days before his death mr
whitmer called his family and some
friendsfriendstoto his bedside and addressing
himself to the attending physician
said

11 dr buchananBno banan I1 want you to lasay
whether or not I1 am in my right mind
before I1 givargive myll11y dying testimonyony 1

the doctor answered yes you are
in your right mind for I1 have just had
a conversation with you

heathe thenhen addressed himself to all
around his bedside in these words now
you must all be faithful in christ I1 want
to say to you all the bible and the record
of the Nephitei book of mormon is
true so80 you can say that you have heard
me bear my testimony on my deathbeddeath bed
all be faithfulfaithatil in christ and your reward
will be according to your works god
bless you all my trust is in christ for-
ever worlds without end amen 11

martin harris also absented himself
from the church for many years butbif
was always true to his testimony in
regard1 to the book of mormon he
finallyanally emigrated to utah arriving in
saltft lake city august in care
of elder edward stevenson he lo-
catedca ted in 8 nithwithfieldfield cache county
and later in clarkston where he died
july 10 1875 being nearly ninety three
years of age

A few hours before his death when
prostrated with great weakness bishop
simonimon smith came into hisbis room
martin harrisstretched forth hbisIs handsbands
to salute him and said bishop I1 am
going the bishop told him that he
had somethingsmething of importance to tell
him in relictionreli tion to the bok of mor-
nion

mor-
mon which was to be published in the
spanish language by the request of
indians in central america upon
hearing this martin harris brightened
up his pulsation improved and al-
though very weak liehe began to talk asan
he formerly had done previous to his
sickness he conversed for about two
hours and it seemed that the moremere
mention of the book of mormon put
new life into him

it will also be remembered that mar
tin harris soon after hisbis arrival in
utah spoke to a large congregation of
saints and strangers in the tabernacle
in saltbait lake city where he borbabore a
faithful testimony to the truth of the
book of mormon

also the eight witnesses whose testi-
mony is published in the book of mor-
mon after the testimony of the three
witnesses remained true to their testi-
monies until the last they are all dead
now

THE SIGNS FOLLOWING THE BE-
LIEVERS

in december 1830 a few months
after the church was organized in
fayette N Y with six members
the followingfollowing predictionspred lotions were made

1ai I give unto thee a commandment that
thou ahalt baptize by water and they
shall receive the holy ghost by the lay-
ingin on of hands even as the Aapostlestleo ofollold for I1 am rodgod a d
mine arm is not shortened and I1 will
show miracles signs and wonders unto
all those who believe on my name andami
whosochoso shall ask it in my name in faith
they shall cast out devils they shall heal
the sick shall cause the blind to re-
ceive their sight and the deaf to hoarhear and
the dumb to speak and the lame to walk
and the time speedilyspeedily cometh that great
chins are to be0 shown forth unto the
childrenab ildren of men doc
4 10

again in september 1832 in a
revelation given to joseph smith and
lix elders as they unveiledveiled their
hearts and lifted their voices on
high the following glorious promises
were made

therefore as I1 said unto mine apos-
tles I1 say unto youyon again that every soul
who believethbelibelleevethvoth on your words and is bap-
tized by water for the remission of sins
aall receive the holy ghost and these
signs shall follow them that believe in
my name they shall do many wonderful
works in my name they shall castamt out
devilsdevilFt in my name they shall heal the
sick in my name they shall open the
eyes of the blind and unstop the ears of
the deaf and the tongue of the dumb
shall speak and if any man shall ad-
minister poison unto them it shall not
hurt them and the poison of a serpent
shall not have power to harm them
doedoc and cov 84 6164 72

I1iff joseph 8smithinith had been an I1impostorimpo atorr
and his revelations consequently not
genuine would he have dared to make
promises like those contained in the
foregoing 2 could anything have
proven more disastrous to hisbis schschemesenies
thaniban to promise people gifts which
were not in his power to give if hebe
was not a servant of god would hebe not
studiously hahaeve avoided to connect the
lord with any of his schemes in such
awaya way could hebe imagine that god
would sanction liteliis doings by pouring
out his gifts and blessings upon people
who were being deceived by a wicked
impostor certainly not if joseph
gadthS nith was not called of god he would
have had to re echo the old old sec-
tarian song from the dark agesagee these
things the gifts and blessings follow-
ing the believer have ceased because
they are no longer necessary it is a
well known fact that the signs which
were promised by the savior undand
enumerated in st mark chapter
17 h and verses did follow the be-
lievers the acts of the apostles are
full of examples of this kind ItIit is alsosalso
a known fact that when christianity
in the days of constantine the great
and later became mixed up with pagan
ism and was then made the state relig-
ion of the roman empire and the I1 eo
pie were compelled at the edge of the
wordsword to accept it that these signs liddid
not follow the members of this false
church but when the clergy inu
order to blind the manees toutold the
people that the reason why the
members did not enjoy these
blessings as in former years was
that they were no longer necessary
they told a deliberate falsehood the
real cause was that this apostate
church had transgressed the ahw
changed the ordinances and broken the
everlasting covellcovenantaIlt and that christ
did not recognize this new form of POiao

called christianity as his doctrines of


