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Page 141

Page 157

Page 176

Page 182

ERRATA

Make a correction in the text analysis:
For M W.C. or D&C:1844-46, read
M W.C. on D&C:1844-~46
Add the following to the text analysis:
A W.A. Ms. #1
Correct the paragraph concerning the extant
copies of Section 7 as follows:

In Table 7, which contains a list of known
copies of Section 7, the Book of Commandments
has the earliest account that indicates this
revelation was a translation of an ancient
parchment. The Book of Commandments was pub-
lished under the direction of Joseph Smithj
therefore, this additional item concerning the
revelation is an authentic description of its
origin. The earlier versions, &ll manuscripts,
contain no mention of the parchment.

Make a correction in the text analysis:

For F W.A. Remainder of Ms. #1; Ms. #2;
verse 3 BC, read
F W.A. Remainder of Ms. #1; Ms. #2;

verse 3 added BC

Page 200, line 8 of the text, for September 1822, read

September 1828.

XK



Xxi
Page 269 In verse 5, the line underscoring "upon the

foundation," should include the word "of'.

Page 281 Correct the letter J in verse 26 to -I.
Page 282 Make a correction in the text analysis:
FPor 2-C S.C. scriptures Ms:14, read

2-C S.C. Scriptures Ms:14

Page 313 In verse 35, second line, instead of the nota-
tion:
5 P! L', read
p' 5 Lt
Page 323 Make a correction in the text analysis:

For I following not is given:
Book of Mormon Page 576, read
I following note is giwven:
Bock ¢of Mormen Page 576
Page 331 In verse 67, line 2:
For (or Presiding elder), read

(or presiding elder)

Fcr the notation, 41-C, read 4l.

Page 340 In verse 83, for the notation, 49-C, read 49. .
Page 343 Make two corrections in the text analysis:
For S W.C. minister it Mss. #l1, 2;
BRL.C: Bk. A, read
S wW.C. minister Mss. #1, 2;
BLC: Bk. A

Eliminate the first V in this text analys’s.
Page 396, 397 Correct the following three items in Table 27:

For the date of the revelation in the Millen-



nial Star, volume 4, number 10, page 151, in-

stead of July, 1830, read August, 1830.

Por the date of the revelation in the Pearl of

Great Price, instead of August, 1830, read July,
1830.
For the date of the revelation in the Doctrine

and Covenants, read September, 1830 in the 1835-

1869 editions, instead of September, 1830 in the

1835-1920 editions.

Page 429 in verse 40, change the underscoring of,

commandments wherein to commandments.

Page 470 Correct the following item in Table 35:
For the page numbers of the Book of Command-
ments on whi;h Section 35 is found, read 75-78,
instead of 73-78.
Page 480 The letter "J" is missing at the beginning of

verse 5, where there is an indication that

a8 word is missing.

Page 481 Make two corrections in the text analysis:
For F W.C. Ms. #l1; BC, read
F W.C. Joseph Ms. #1; BC.
Place an item "J" as follows:
J W.D. When Ms. #1
Page 496 In verse 1, line 3, I _AM is underscored, but the'

notation in the margin is missing. Place the

number 2 in the margin.



Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

560 Make an addition to the text analysis, A':

W.C. Lord, either a stewardship BC

or otherwise, as may be e

thought best by the bishop

576 In verse 8, notation "G", for the line under-
scoring "and edify each other, that ye may know"
include in the underscoring "instruct and edify
each other, that ye may know."

596 In verse 2, line 4, ye is underscored, but the
notation in the margin is missing. Place the
number 8 in the margin. )

616, Make a correction in the text analysis:

For I W.C. is EMS; BC; D&C 183 -1852,
seesy read

I W.C. is EMS; BC; D&C 1835-1852

LI

632 Make a correction in the text analysis:

For C W.C. live for the present time
JWH, read

C W.C. live for present time
659 Make a correction in the text analysis:
For 4-S preaches EMS~-R, read
4-S S.C. preaches EMS-R

687, lines 1 and 5, read Symonds Ryder instead of

Simonds Rvyder.

€93, line 3 of the text, read A. Sidney Giibert in-

stead of A Sidney Gilbert.

717, line 3 of the quotation, read, according to the )

will of the [Lordl, instead of, according to the




Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

XxXiv

will of the.

722 In verse 17, line 5, for the notation in the
margin,
5, read
S
731, line 2 of the quotation, read Clerks, instead of

clerks.
764, line 12 of the text, read Book of Commandments,
instead of 1835 edition of the D&C.

766 Make a correction in Table 60. In the portiocn
of the table wherein 1is listed the date of the
revelation as found in the Doctrine and
Covenants, for August 7, 1831, read August 8,

1831.
794 Make a correction in Table 63. In the portion
of the table wherein is listed the date of the

revelation as found in the Times and Seasons,

for August 13, 1831, read August 1831l.
7956, line 4 of the text, read "B" instead of "E".
811, line 4 of the text, read consuming instead of

sonsuminge.

887, line 2 of the quotation, read proclaiming instead

of procalaiming.

888, last line of the second gquotation, read burden

instead of burdon.



Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

Page

‘Page

Page

897

964

978

879

991

999

1001

1017, line 5 of the text, read

In verse 20, line 2, for the notation in the
margin,
1, read
-1
In verse 92, line 2, for the notation in the
margin,
11-C, read
11-S
In verse 2, line 2, for the notation in the
margin,
3~-C, read
3
Make a correction in the text analysis:
For 3-C, read
3

Under Footnote Analysis: Page 129, put:

See pages 980-982 of this study.
In verse 7, line 5, for the notation .in the
margin,
- E, read
Y
Make an additicon to the text analysis. Add:

Y W.A. Ms. #1; KRB

intrigieinge.

1019, footnote 5, read Mario S. DePillis instead of

Mario S. Depillis.

XXV

intrigquing instead of



Page 1065

Pages 1073,

Page 1119

>
>

Page 11

Page 1266

Page 126°

Page 1335

Make a correction
For 4 S.C.
4 S.C.
1076 The number
of the footnotes,
1076, add the 5th
follows:

5 58

xxvi
to the text analysis:
has Ms. #1, read
hath Ms. #1
5 is missing from the last line
and should be added. On page

alteration of the footnotes as

In verse 6, line 7, for the notation in the

margin,

26-C, read

26-S

In verse 45, line 2, for the notation in the

margin,

28-C, read

28-S
In verse 19, line
margin,
22, read
22-C
In verse 26, line
margin;
6, read
G
In verse 11, line
margin,

26, read

3, for the notation in the

2, for the notation in the

4, for the notation in the



XXvii
26-5
Page 1339 In verse 25, line 1, read

And whomsoever ye curse, for

And whomsoever ye curse

Page 1446 In verse 23, line 6, for the notation in the
margin,
1-C, read
7-C
Page 1498 In verse 6, line 4, for the notation in the
margin,
6-C, read
6-S
Page 1513 Make a correction in the text analysis:
For 15 S.C. on, read
15 S.C. an

Page 1737, line 2 following the quotation, read Manuscript

#2, instead of Manuscript #l.

Page 1745 In verse 11, line 3, Father should be under-

scored.
Page 1746 Make a correqtion in the text analysis:
For 12-C S. .,‘}ead
12-C s.C.
Page 1751 In verse 26, lines 8 and 9, covenant should be
underscored.

Page 1813 In verse 8, line 7, for the notation in the

margin,



xxviii
44~C, read
44

Page 1843, line 3 of the text, read unanswered instead of

ananswered.

Page 1850 Correct the entry concerning Secticn 50 in this
table by eliminating the number 1 in the column
for diaries and journals, and in the column for

manuscripts in the Historical Department of the

Church.



SOME ADDITIONS

Page 275 The following from Joseph Knight aids in an
explanation of the background of this section:

Now in the Spring of 1830 I went with
my Team and took Joseph out to Manchester to
his Father. When we was on our way he told
me that there must be & Church formed But did
not tell when. Now when we got near to his
fathers we saw a man some Eighty Rods Before
us run acros the street with a Bundle in his
hand. "There," says Joseph, "there is Martin
going a Cros the road with some thing in his
hand." Says I, "how Could you know him so
far? Says he, "I Believe 1t is him," and when
we Came up it was Martin with a Bunch of mor-
man Books. He Came to us and after Compli-
ments he says, "The Books will not sell for no
Body wants them. Joseph says, "I think they
will sell well." Says he, "I want a Command-
ment."” "Why," says Joseph, "fulfill what you
have got.” "But," says he, "I must have a
Commandment.¥ Joseph put him off. But he
insisted three or four times he must have a
Commandment.

We went home to his fathers and Martin
with us. Martin stayed at his Fathers and
slept in a Bed on the flor with me « « « o
In the morning he got up and said he must have
a Commandment to Joseph and went home. And
along in the after part of the Day Joseph and
Oliver Received a Commandment which is in Book
of Covenants Page 174. [Joseph Knight,
Manuscript of the Early History of Joseph
Smithj located in the Church Historical Depart-

s
M2NTe

Fage 360 The following from Orson Pratt aids in an ex-—

u

planation of the background of this section:

This is the reason why the Lord commanded
this people-~the Latter-day Saints—--to re-
baptize all persons who come to them profess-—
ing to have been baptized before. In the

XXix



Page 4S50

Page 975

M Ms.

w2

XXX

early days of this Church there were certain
persons, belonging to the Baptist denomina-
tion, very moral and no doubt as good people
as you could find anywhere, who came, saying
they believed in the Book of Mormon, and that
they had been baptized into the Baptist Church,
and they wished to come into our Church. The
Prophet Joseph had not, at that time, parti-
cularly inquired in relation to this matter,
put he did inquire, and received a revelation
from the Lord something like this--that al-
though a man had been baptized a hundred times
under these old institutions, it would avail
him nothing; that this was the New and Ever-
lasting Covenant, even the same that was in
the beginning,., and that they who administered
its ordinances must have authority from God,
or their administrations were illegal. These
Baptists had to be re-baptized: there was no
other way to get into this Church. There is
not a person now in full fellowship with this
people, but what has come in by baptism,
whether he formerly belonged to the Baptist

or any other Church. Indeed it would be im=-
possible for a Church to be re-~-organized upon
the earth, unless God had bestowed the author-
ity upon men to act in his name, that is, had
spoken from on high and called them by reve-
lation. [JD, XVI, 293, 294]

There is an excellent quotation by Orscn Pratt on

the origin of this revelation in the Journal of

Discourses, Volume 7, page 372.

Add the following to Table 77:

Manuscript of 11, 12 DNI Handwriting:
Lucy Mack Howard Corey
Smith’s History Date of Rev.
of Joseph Smith N.I.

Title: A Key
to the reve-
lations of

John



Pages 1114, 1115

M Ms, #9

P MS

Page 1216

Page 1378

M Ms. #6

Manuscript of Lucy
Mack Smith's

History of

Joseph Smith

12 #24 375

9, 10

Dec. 15, 1850

xxxi

Location: HDC

Add the following to Table 87:

Handwriting:

Howard
Corey

Date of Rev.
N.I.

Title:
Command-
ment Given
Dec. 25,
1835

Location:
HDC

Note: Oniy
part of the
revelation

is given.

The comma in verse 38 following again was first

laced in the Doctrine and Covenants in 1921.
P

Add the following to Table 105:

Manuscript of 7-9 DNI

Smith's History

of Joseph Smith

Handwriting:

Title: None

. Location: HDC
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Several studies have already been written on dif-
ferent aspects of the historical background of the Doctrine
and Covenants of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (hereafter cited as the D&C),1 especially that area
which deals with the text of the various revelations con-
tained in the book. 1In particular, there is an excellent
study by Melvin J. Petersen in which a comparison was made
between the text of the Book of Commandments and the same
sections in the D&C.2 However, none have traced the history
of the D&C from hand-written revelations to its current
format; or analvzed the text of each revelation from the
ecarliest sources available to the present composition. The
purpoSe of this dissertation is toc make a detailed study of

the historical background of the D& C as a book, and a

The Doctrine and Covenants {Salt Lake C
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1961
after cited as the D&C. This edition is current.

2Me1vin J. Petersen, "A Study of the Nature of and
the Significance of the Changes in the Revelations &s Found
in a Comparison of the Book of Commandments and Subsequent
Editions of the Doctrine and Covenants" (unpublished Master's
thesis, Brigham Young University, 1955).
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textual evaluation of each of its revelations.
RESEARCH DESIGN

Part I -~ Historical Background
of the D&C

In order for the reader to fully understand the
history of the D&C, a thorough study of the Book of Command-
ments and the 1835 edition of the D&C is inciuded. The

History of the Church, Times and Seasons, Millennial Star,

and other historical works, plus manuscript materials from
the Historical Department of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, were researched to document this part of
the study. From the same sources a short history was written
for each edition of the D&C from 1844 through 1921. Particu-
lar emphasis was given to those editions in which major
changes occurred in text or format.

Part II - The Text of Each
Revelation in the D&C

In part II of this study, every section of the D&C
is presented separately with each analyzed as follows:
1. All manuscripts, publications or beriodicals

published by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

-
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are illustrated in a table that contains an annotated bibli-

ography of each entry.

3Hereafter cited as the Church, or the LDS Churche.



2. Historical data that describes the events that
led to the communication of the revelation to the Frophet
Joseph Smith.

3. A current text of the revelation with each
variation underlined that occurs between it and the same
revelation found in any manuscript, periodical, publication,
or former edition of the D&C.

4., An analysis of each variation between the
current edition and that of former texts and manuscripts.

5. A discussion of any variations between texts

that appear significant.
LIMITATIONS

There is no formal chapter in this study that
explains how revelation is received or recorded. This
subject has been researched by several other authors4 and is
only given sufficient attention to explain the reasons fér

altering the language of original revelations in texts and

4Reid E. Benkhead, "A Study of the Meaning of the
Terms Inspiration and Revelation as Used in the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" (unpublished Master's
thesis, Brigham Young University, 1949); see also, Melvin J.
Petersen; "A Study of the Nature of and the Significance of
the Changes in the Revelations as Found in a Comparison of
the Book of Commandments and Subsequent Editions of the
Doctrine and Covenants" (unpublished Master's thesis, Brig-
ham Young University, 1955), pp. 3-15; James R. Harris, "A
Study of the Changes in the Contents of the Book of Moses
From the Earliest Available Sources to the Current Edition"
(unpublished Master's thesis, Brigham Young University,
1958)3; and Reed C. Durham, Revelation and Scripture (Salt
Lake City: published by the author, 1971).




manuscripts. Of course many changes can be explained by
human error in such areas as inaccurate copying, typo-
graphical errors, and poor editinge.

Since the revelations were originally recorded in
English, this study has been confined to manuscripts, publi-
cations, and editions of the D&C in the English language.
The number of publications and editions of the D&C were
further restricted to only these published by the LDS Church.

Editing of punctuation and capitalization in the
text of each revelation due to transformation from long
paragraphs into shorter verses was not considered in this
study.5 Similarly, changes in the title page, Explanatory
Introduction, section headings, and index of the D&C are not
included. These items have been adequately covered in
former research.6 Also, with the exception of a brief his-~
torical note in Chapter 2, the "Lectures on Faith," that made
up the first part of all editions of the D&C from 1835 to
1920, are excluded from this study. To have included these

lecturés would have added appreciably to the length and

SA check was made by comparing the first five

sections of the D&C in the 1876 edition with the same in the
1921 edition. There were seventy—three changes in punctu-
ation alone. The 1876 edition is the first one in which the
text was made up into verses, and this check indicates a
great number of changes have occurred since then. For the
most part these changes do not alter the meaning of the text.
Where differences in meaning have been found, they are noted
in the text analysis.

See John William Fitzgerald, "A Study of the Doct-
rine and Covenants" (unpublished Mastert's thesis, Brigham
Young University, 1%940).



complexity of the current work, and would have detracted
from its main thrust--the revelations in the D&C. For the
same reasons only those revelations found in the current LDS
editions of the D&C are incorporated into this study, and
additional revelations to Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, John
Taylor, and Wilford Woodruff are not considered. The only
exception to this is the "Article on Marriage" contained in
early editions, but replaced in the 1876 edition by Secticn
132.

The historical notes on the D&C as a book, and on the
individual sections, are not exhaustive. The purpose for
including them is to determine the origin of each edition of
the D&C, and of each revelation.

The determination of the handwriting of the manu-
script copies of the revelations is important in dating them.
Of course, not all the handwriting can be positively identi-
fied, and where such is the case, appropriate comments are
made. Appreciation is expressed to Dean Jessee of the
Historical Department of the Church for his help in identi-
fying the handwriting of the early manuscript writers.

During the research period, several additional manu-

cript copies of revelations contained in the D&C were given
to the Historical Department of the Church. Every effort
was made to locate all the manuscripts available, and the
researcher knows of none other than those contained in this
study, but others may exist. Similarly, additional broad-

sheets and pamphlets that were privately published may also



be discovered later.

The comparison of manuscripts with printed texts
presented a problem. Not every difference between the two
could possibly be included. To do so in some cases would
have meant photcopying both and presenting them in a side-
by-side comparison. While this might have been the ideal
text comparison, few manuscripts were avalilable for photo-

copyinge
SUMMARY

Through this study, the writer has strengthened his
faith that the revelations contained in the D&C came from
God, and that Jqseph Smith was His prophet. The new infor-
mation discoVéfed hopefully brings the reader closer to the
spirit of the actual events, and the courageous men that
brought the D&C into existence. It is also hoped that the
reader will gain new insights about the nature of revelation

and the truths contained therein.



Chapter 2

HISTORICAL DEVELCOPMENT OF THE BOOK

OF DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS

MANUSCRIPT REVELATIONS

Reception of Revelation

The first revelation reported in this dispensation
was that of the Father and Scn to Joseph Smith in 1820.
From that beginning, Latter-day Saints maintain~that specific
revelation can be received whenever guicdance is needed. In
fact, from the time of the crganizaticn of the Church, many
revelations were received by the Prophet Joseph Smith per-
taining to the expanding Church corganization and the pecple
called to positions of leadership. Understandably, these
revelations were vital to the growing church, and it was
important that the instructions in them be carried out
explicitly. As an example, Section 20 was accepted by the
Church in its first conference (June, 1830) as the "Articles
and Covenants of the Church.” t contained instructions con-
cerning entrance into the Church, duties after baptism,
duties of the priesthood, pravers for sacred ordinances of
the Church, and other instructions. Thus the pattern for
Church organization and duties of members was established by

these revelations. %Without them and the Book of Mormon's

7



moral prescriptions,'the Prophet Joseph Smith concluded
there would be no church. In his words:

It is very difficult for us to communicate to
the Church all that God has revealed to us, in conse-
quence of tradition; for we are dlfferently situated
from any other people that ever existed upon this
Earth. Consequently those former revelations cannot
be suited to our condition, because they were given
to other people who were before us; but in these last
days, God was to call a remnant, in which was to be
deliverance, as well as in Jerusalem, and Zion. Now
if God should give no more revelation, where will we
find Zion and this remnant. He said that the time
was near when desolation was to cover the Earth, And
then God would have a place of deliverance in his
remnant, and in Zion, &c. He then gave a relation
of obtaining and translating the Book of Mormon, the
revelation of the priesthood of Aaron, the organi-
zation of the Church in the year 1830, the revelation
of the high priesthood, and the gift of the Holy
Spirit poured out upon the Church, &c. Take away
the boock of Mormon and the reveTatlons, and where 1is
our religion? We have none . . . 1

It is facinating to attempt tc visualize how some
of the revelations were received by impressions from the
still small voice from within. Wilford Woodruff tells us

Joseph Smith's explanation of this method of divine reve-

lation:

Now with regard to revelation. What is reve-
iation? It is the inspiration of the Holy Ghost to
man. Joseph Smith said to Brother John Taylor in
his day: "Brother Taylor, you watch the impression
of the Spirit of Godj; you watch the whisperings of
that Spirit to you; you carry them out in your life,
and it will become a principle of revelation in you,

1K:Lrt_land Council Minute Boock, pp. 43, 44, located

.in the Historical Department of the Church (hereafter cited
as the HDC); see also, Joseph Smith, Historv of the Church

of Jesus Chrlst of Latter-dayv Saints, ed. B.H. Roberts (2d

ed. rev.; Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co.j, 1959-60, here-

after cited as HC. Mistakes in this and other manuscripts

are obvious; therefore, no further notation is made.




and you will know and understand this Spirit and
power.” This is the key, the foundation stone of
all revelation. Joseph Smith was full of revelation.
He could translate anything given to him of God. He
could receive rewvelation without the Urim and Thum-
mim. Many of the principal revelations in the Doct-
rine and Covenants were received without the use of
the Urim and Thummim. They were given to him by the
inspiration of Almighty God.?

(Even though Joseph Smith could receive revelation without
the use of the Urim and Thummim, Sections 3, 6, 7, 11, 14-
17, and possibly 10 were received using that medium.)>

An additional dimension of inspiration by the Spirit
of God was given by Orson Pratt:

Joseph the Prophet in writing the Doctrine &
Revetaiiens Covenants, received the ideas from CGod,
but clothed those ideas with such words as came to
his mind-—w—~=-

but in translating the book of Mormon by the use
of the Urim and Thummim, God not only revealed the
ideas but the words also-——-

Pres. D.H. Wells remarked that God reveaied such
words in transliating the Book of Mormon as Joseph
understood, and had that been through Orson Pratt,
or John Taylor, probably different words would have
been used bz each one to convey the same mean-—
ing L J - L J L J ‘

Brigham Young and others of the Twelve stated that .
revelation was also received, ". . . by the ministering of
angels, by the gift of the Holy Ghost, and by the power of

a5

God « « In addition, Wilford Woodruff heard the

2rhe Latter-day Saints Millennial Star [Liverpool,
England], October 12, 1891, p. 642, hereafter cited as
Millennial Stare.

3uc, 1, 21, 22, 33, 36, 45, 49, S53.

4vinutes of the School of the Prophets, Salt Lake
Stake, December 2, 1872, p. 3, located in the HDC.

Suc, ITI, 397.
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Prophet tell how at least one revelation was given that
could be heard aloud. Of this experience, Wilford Woodruff
sa2id: ". « « he was alone in a room by himself & he had not
ownly the voice of the Spirit upon the subject but even an
actual voice."6

But God had other methods of communicating to his
chosen prophet. Some revelations were given by actual
messengers, i.e. Sections 2, 13, 27, and 110. Another, Sec~
tion 76, was a series of visions. Also, Orson Pratt testi-
fied that Joseph used a seerstone to‘gain revelafioﬁ.7 But
no matter what medium was used, Joseph Smith bore testimony
that there were no errofs in any of those he received.8
However, not only was Joseph Smith a man of vision and fore-
sight, but he was also intensely practical. This is espe-
cially significant as the Church organization‘grew. Flexi~
bility and continued revelation were the keys to Joseph's
later alterations of the revelations to accomodate the
tremendous increase in Church membership.

Even though alli the revelations had scme importance
at the time, not all cf them—ére found in the D&C. Minor

revelations of lesser importance have been published in the

Historv of the Church. and others are found in manuscript

6Wilford Woodruff Journal, January 3, 1837, located
in the HDC.

7Sidney B. Sperry, Doctrine and Covenants Compendium
(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, Inc., 1960), p. 714. '

8uc, 1v, 366.
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form that have never been published. What has been said
about the revelations of Joseph Smith may also be said about
those of his successors. Brigham Young made these comments
about his ability tc reveal the will of the Lord:

Do you know the word of the Lord when you hear
it? It is the will of the Lord that he wants his
people to do. As for revelation, some say it has
ceased; it has no such thing. I could give you
revelation as fast as a man could run, I am in the
midst of revelation. Do you want more revelation
written? Wait till you ocbev what is already
written.

o

These words, written over a century ago have not lost
their impact or meaning. Latter-day Saints are still taught
the'nécéssity to obey those revelations already received

before they can expect more to be given.

Recording Early Revelations

The First Vision, the numerous visits of Moroni,
Sections 2 through 19 of the D&C, and possibly others,10
were received prior to the organization of the Church in
1830. When these were committed to writing is not known,
but not long after the Church was organized, the manuscript
revelations were arranged in some order by Joseph Smith and

John Whitmer. The Prophet said:

Shortly after we had received the above reve-
laticns [Sections 24, 25, and 28], Oliver Cowdery
returned to Mr. Peter Whitmer's,; Sen., and I began

to arrange and copy the revelations, which we had

9Millennia1 Star [Liverpool, England], September 15,
1850, p. 276. .

Oy, 1, 35; see also, HC, II, 312.
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received from time to time; in which I was assisted
by John Whitmer, who now resided with me.l%

The historical records of the Church do not reveal
what became of the original manuscripts of the revelationse.
Of the two hundred or more extant manuscript copies of the
revelations in the D&C, only a few could positively be
identified as originals. There is a real possibility that
others may exist, but none have yet been identified. Two
very obscure notes may help explain what happened to some of
the other originals. Orson Hyde wrote to Brigham Young:

He [Sidney Rigdon] said to Bro. Small, that Emma

came to him on the morning of his leaving and told

him that it was her intention togo with him and that

the new translation, and other important and sacred

things she should deliver up to him.®
She didn't leave Nauvoo with Sidney Rigdon, but she may have
had manuscript copies of revela%ions that she retained along
with other documents.

The other note is a statement made by Zina D.H.
Young to President John Taylor in 1880. She said:

William Huntington, Major Hunt and another man,

a few days before the Prophet Joseph Smiths death,
took a copper kettle filled with books, records,
papers &c. at his request, which Joseph had packed
saying they were his records and desired them to
take the kettle and bury it with its contents in
Theodore Turley's lot near a large Elm Stump, and to
bury them deep enough, sc that a cultivator could
not reach them. they did as directed, dug a hole,

lowered the kettle and covered it with a plank or
boards, the kettle was sealed over and tied around

ue, 1, 104

12Orson Hyde to Brigham Young, September 12, 1844,
located in the HDC.
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with a rope.13

Dr. F. Mark McKiernan of the Reorganized Church is, at the
time of this writing, heading an archaeological team in
Nauvoo. Since Theodore Turley's lot is the property of the
Reorganized Church, this team has used a metal detector to
find these records, but have located nothing as yet.

have survived to this date are found in the Historical
Department of the Church, Brigham Young University Library,
Department of History of the Reorganized Church, and a few
in private collections. Some of these are loose manuscripts,
and others are found in manuscript books of revelations. A
description of each manuscript is given in Part II of this
study, and the description of each manuscript book is given
in Chapter 3.

The early Church members knew that continued reve-
lation from God was one of the most important and distinct
aspects of the Church, and they were always eager to learn
what the Lord communicated through the Prophet in their
behalf. They voted in the first conference of the Church to
receive Joseph's revelations as revelations and commandments
to them,14 But the Church was growing rapidly as mission-

aries were sent out, and members in far-removed areas could

135¢atement of Zina D.H. Young, located in the HDC.

14par West Record (Typescript of the original), p.
20, located in the HDC. Hereafter cited as Far West Record.
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not keep abreast of the many new developments brought about
through the revelations. To help alleviate this problem,
general church leaders and missionaries took copies of
revelations with them as they traveled throughout the Church.
They read them in thelr talks and in the conferences they
held in order to communicate the Lord's will to the people.
Jared Carter faithfully records in his journal:

e « « On Sunday 20th of May [1832] held meeting
in this place [Vermont] we found our Br.ren in
trrials in some respect Br Gideon & Br Silvester
Smith preached an we preached and read revelations
to the congregation & it appeared that the Spirit of
God rested apon the congregation  « . .

« -« Went on my way for Kirtland arrived in
Klrtland on the evening of the 19th of Cct. 1832
where I met some with of my Brethren and heard them
read revelations w.aich caused my heart to rejo:’u::e.:L

Orson Pratt confirms Jared Carter’s journal entries
with these words:

We often had access to the manuscripts when
boarding with the Prophet; and it was our delight to
read them over and over again, before they were
printed. And so highly were they esteemed by us,
that we committed some to memory; and a few we
copied for the purpose of reference in our absence
on missions; and also to read them to the saints for
their edification. These copies are still in our
possession.

The importance of these revelations to early Church
members is further emphasized by John Whitmer who did all in

his power to help the local Church members at Kirtland, Ohio

1SJared Carter Journal, pp. 69, 122, located in the HDC.

10 seer [Washington, D.C.l}, March, 1854, p. 228.
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detect false doctrine. He wrote:

After Joseph and Sidney returned from Colesville
to Fayette [about January, 18311, the Lord manifested
himself to Joseph the Revelator and gave commandment
for me to go to Ohio, and carry the commandments and
revelations, with me, to comfort and strengthen my
brethren in that land. The disciples had increased
in number about three hundred. But the enemy of all
righteousness had got hold of some of these: who
professed to be his followers, because they had not
sufficient knowledge to detect him in all his
devices.17

Even though written copies of revelations were valu-
able to maintain unity and consistency in the widely sepa-
rated branches of the Church, not all of Joseph Smith's

revelations were written even in manuscript form.18 Some

others were only written in part, and the rest retained, for
Joseph had learned that he couldn't reveal everything that
+he Lord had committed to him. He explained: "If the Church

knew all the commandments, one half they would condemn

through prejudice and ignorance.“19 He also gave as another

reasons

The reason we do not have the secrets of the
Lord revealed to us, is because we do not keep them
but reveal them; we do not keep our own secrets,
but reveal our difficulties to the world, even to
our enemies, then how would we keep the secregs of
the Lord? I can keep a secret till Doomsday. 0

This must have been a source of irritation and frus-

tration to nim, for he aiso wrote:

17john Whitmer, History of the Church, p. 20, located -

in the Department of History, Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints. :

Byc, 1, 417. ye, 11, 477,

20yc, 1v, 479.
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It has been the plan of the Devil to hamper me
and distress me from the beginning, to keep me from
explaining myself to them; and I never have had
opportunity to give them the plan that God has
revealed to me; for many have run without being sent,
crying "Tidings, my Lord," and have done much injury
to the Church, giving the devil more power over
those that walk by sight and not by faith.21
Irrespective of these cautions, many of the reve-
lations were intended to be available to the whole member-
ship of the Church, and there was a need for better means of
distribution than handwritten copies. For as handwritten
revelations were circulated, care in copying them was not
taken in all cases;22 and this proved to be a real issue
when they were published. As early as 1831 it was moved in
a Church conference that Joseph Smith should correct errors
in the revelations caused by such careless copying.23 How-
ever, this problem persisted until the 1835 edition of the
D&C was published; for many of the revelations published in

early newspapers and the Book of Commandments were made from

inaccurate, handwritten copies. The analysis of variations

2lyc, 1IT, 286

22Richard P. Howard, Restoration Scriptures (Inde-

pendence, Missouri: Herald Publishing House, 1969), p. 1.
Richard Howard makes this interesting statement about the
difference ketween revelation and recording the revelation:
It is important to note that we have always distinguished
between the experience of revelation and the recording of
the experience. The record is not the revelation! But
the record does preserve the verbal interpretation of the
experience, enriching the understanding of those who study
the record and offering gquidance tc those who share in the
spirit of the original experience.

2
“3Far West Record, p. 20, located in the HDC.
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in the sections of the D&C in Part IT of this study shows
graphically how much variation can exist between different.
manuscripts of the same revelation. These variations are
not to be confused, however, with changes purposefully made
by the Prophet Joseph Smith as he selected certain revela-
tions for publication. Orson Pratt said:

Joseph, the Prophet, in selecting the reve-
lations from the manuscripts, and arranging them for
publication, did not arrange them according to the
order of the date in which they were given, neither
did he think it necessary to publish them all in the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, but left them to be
published more fully in his History. Hence, para-
graphs taken from revelations of a later date, are,
in a few instances, incorporated with those of an
earlier date. Indeed, at the time of compilation,
the Prophet was inspired in several instances to
write additional sentences and paragraphs to the
earlier revelations. In this manner the Lord did
truly give "line upon line, here a little and there
a little,” the same as He did to a revelation that
Jeremiah received, which, after being burned by the
wicked king of Israel, the Lord revealed over again
with great numbers of additional words. (See Jere-
miah xxxvi. 32.)%%

John Tavlor also told of changes with these words:

Some ask what right had Prest. Young to do this
[make the Word of Wisdom a commandmentl? Just as
much right as Joseph had to give a portion of a
revelation at our time and then add to it after-
wards.

EARLY ATTEMPTS TO PUBLISH

THE REVELATIONS

Newsovapers

During September, 1831 a conference was held in

24M311ennial Star [Liverpool, England], April 25,
1857, p. 260.

25Minutes of the School of the Prophets, Salt Lake




Ohio at which William W. Phelps was instructed to stop in
Cincinnati on his way to Missouri and puchase a press and
type in order to print a monthly paper at Independence. The

paper was to be known as the Evening and Morning Si:ar.z6 In

the prospectus of the Star, printed in February 1832, Elder
Phelps wrote that the paper would be devoted to: "unfolding
the meaning of the revelations of God from the earliest
times to the present, but more especially those revelations
which God has given in the present dispensation,"27_

The manuscript revelations Oiiver Cowdery and John
Whitmer brought to Independence, Missouri in January 1832,

and those Joseph Smith brought the following April, were

available to William W. Phelps; and many of these he printed

in the Evening and Morning Star. Each edition, starting in
June 1832, and continuing for over a year, contained one or
more revelations. All were intended for publication in the
Book of Commandments later on, but unfortunately the copies

used for both the Evening and Morning Star and the Book of

Commandments contained errors. Oliver Cowdery, who was
intimately associated with Joseph Smith, and one to whom

some of the revelations were directed, wrote in the first

b

dition of the Kirtland reprint of the Evening and Morning

7]

tar

On the revelations wemerely say, that we were
not a little surprised to find the previous print so

Stake, October 11, 1853, pp. 24, 25, located in the HDC.

26y, 1, 217. 2Tye, 1, 259.
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different from the original. We have given them a
careful comparison, assisted by individuals whose
known integrity and ability is uncensurable. Thus
saying we cast no reflections upon those who were
entrusted with the responsibility of publishing them
in Missouri, as our own labors were included in that
important service to the church, and it was our
unceasing endeavor to have them correspond with the
copy furnished us. We believe they are now correct.
If not in every word, at least in principle,28

In the prospectus for the reprint of the Evening and

Morning Star, Oliver Cowdery had already explained how the

errors had crept in:

It is also proper for us to say, that in the
first 14 numbers, in the Revelations, are many
errors, typographical, and others, occasioned by
transcribing manuscript; but as we shall have access
to originals, we shall endeavor to make proper cor-
rections.

Those revelations originally published, whole or in

part, in the Evening and Morning Star are known now as

Sections 1, 20, 22, 27, 29, 38, 42, 43, 45, 46, 49, 50, 59,
61, 63, 65, 68, 72, 76, 83, 85, 88, and 133.
Other revelations that had their original publi-

cation in one of the various newspapers of the Church are as

follows:
Section 2 Times and Seasons
Section 13 Times and Seasons
Section 77 Times and Seasons
Section 108 Deseret News
28

Evening and Morning Star (reprint) [Kirtland,
Ohiol, January, 1835, p. 16.

29Evening and Morning Star [Kirtland, Ohiol, Sep-
tember, 1834, p. 192.
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Section 109 Messenger and Advocate

Sections 110, 111 Deseret News

Sections 113, 114 Deseret News

Section 115 Elder's Journal

Sections 116-118 Deseret News

Section 11° Times and Seasons

Section 120 Deseret News

Sections 121-124 Times and Seasons

Sections 125, 126 Deseret News

Sections 127, 128 Times and Seasons

Sections 129-132 Deseret News

Section 134 Messenger and Advocate

Section 136 Millennial Star

Manifesto Deseret News30
Broadshests

The publication of the revelations in the Evening and

Morning Star was only a beginning. Other media used to

publish revelations were handbills, or broadsheets, printed
in Kirtland, Ohio. Four different broadsheets have survived
to this day containing sections 59, 88 and 8% (on one broad-
sheet), 101, and 109. The first three were published,

. , 1., _
according to Peter Crawley,S‘ in December, 1833 or January

30Fu11.informaticuzcn these periodicals is given in
the bibliography at the end of this study.

31Peter Crawley, "A Bibliography of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in New York, Ohio, and
Missouri," BYU Studies, XIT (Summer, 1972), 487-489.
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1834, and he dated the fourth one, containing Section 109,
in 1836.32 All of these he determined were printed in Kirt-
land on the press owned by the Church. Section 59 had
previously been printed in the Book of Commandmentsj Section

88 had been published (in part) in the Evening and Morning

Star; and Section 105 had been included in the March, 1836 -

issue of the Messenger and Advocate. These broadsheets

compare favorably with the same revelations in the 1835
edition of the D&C, and evidently were printed for advance

distribution because of their important contents.
THE BOOK OF COMMANDMENTS, 1833

As already noted, theé printing of revelations in the

Evening and Morning Star was somewhat connected with an

earlier decision to publish the revelations under the

title: A Book of Commandments.33 Joseph Smith had called a
special conference for Novembér 1, 1831 in which the priest-
hood was to discuss the plan to publish the revelations, and
then take action as a group. Conference sessions actually
lasted over twelve days, with five separate conferences
being held. Attending the conference as elders were: Joseph
Smith, Jun., Sidney Rigdon; Oliver Cowdery; William E.
McLellin, David Whitmer, Orson Hyde, John Whitmer, Luke

Johnson, Peter Whitmer, Jun., Lyman Johnson, Peter Whitmer,

321pid., 507, 508.

33D&C, Section 1.
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4
Christian Whitmer, and Reynolds Cahoon.3‘ In the first
session Oliver Cowdery called for a motion on the number of

books to be published:

Brother Oliver Cowdery made a reguest desiring
the mind of the Lord through this conference of
Elders to know how many copies of the Book of Com-
mandments, it was the will of the Lord should be
published in the first edition of that work. Voted
that there be ten thousand copies struck.35

During an interlude, Section 1, which is the preface
to the Lord's commandments, was ", . . received by inspi-
ration."36 Then in the afternoon session Joseph Smith said:

e « o that inasmuch as the L.ord has bestowed a

great blessing upon us in giving commandments and
revelations, asked the conference what testimony
they were willing to attach to these commandments
which should shortly be sent to the world. A number
of the brethren arose and said that they were
willing to testify to the world that they knew that
they were of the Lord.37

Others, however, made comments about the revelations
and the language in which they were expressed.38 Joseph
then received a revelation, Section 67, in which a challange
was given by the Lord for any of those present to write a
revelation equal to the least of the revelations in the Book

of Commandments,39 and the conference closed for the day.

William E. McLellin took the challange to write a revelation,

-_— 3l b 3 £
fore the next session of the

o
{L
(¢]
0]
0

- PERp g My I
and attempted T

34Far West Record, p. 20, located in the HDC.
351pid. 381pid.

37 Ipid. 38ye, 1, 224,

39

HC, I, 224; see also Far West Record, p. 20.
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conference the following morning. Joseph Smith made this

statement about William E. McLellin's vain attempt:

After the foregoing was received, William E.
M'Lellin, as the wisest man, in his own estimation,
having more learning than sense, endeavored to write
a commandment like unt> one of the least of the
Lord's, but failed; it was an awf&% responsibility
to write in the name of the Lord.

Next morning Section 67, written the day before, was
read by Oliver Cowdery to the conference and: ". . . the

brethren then arose in turn and bore witness to the truth

of the Becok of Commandments."41

Joseph Smith made these observations about this event:

The Elders and all present that witnessed this
vain attempt of a man to imitate the language of
Jesus Christ, renewed their faith in the fulness of
the Gospel, and in the truth of the commandments and
revelations which the Lord had given to the Church
through my instrumentality; and the Elders signified
a willingness tc bear testimony of their truth to all
the world. Accordingly I received the following:

"Phe testimony of the witnesses to the book of
the Lord's commandments, which He gave to His Church
through Joseph Smith, Jun., who was appointed by the
voice of the Church. for this purpose; we therefore
feel willing to bear testimony to 2ll the world of
mankind, to every creature upon the face af [sic]
21l the earth and upon the islands of the sea, that
the Lord has borne record to our souls,. through the
Holy Ghost, shed forth upon us, that these command-
ments were given by inspiration of God, and are
profitable for all men, and are verily true. We
give this testimony unto the world, the Lord being
cur helper; and it is through the grace of God, the
Father. and His Son, Jesus Christ, that we are per-
mitted to have this privilege of bearing this testi-
mony unto the world, that the children of men may be
profited thereby."42

40§g, I, 226. Hpar West Record, ibid.

%ye, 1, 226.
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Brigham H. Roberts wrote the following notation-

about this testimony:

This "Testimony"™ to the truth of the "Bock of
Commandments" was doubtless drawn up with the inten-
tion of having it signed by the Elders present at
the conference; but whether it was done or not does
not appear in the Ms. of the Prophet's history. The
testimony itself, however, is in the manuscript
History.

L J L d L - L J L J L 4 L4 - - L d - * * - L4 L L] L J L] - L J L] L J L J L

It may have been signed, too, and carried to
Missouri, but owing to the fact that the printing
press was destroyed by a mob before the "Book of
Commandments"” was all printed, the "Testimony" goes
not appear in the part of it that was printed.4

In the next conference session, held November 8,
1831, Sidney Rigdon spoke concerning mistakes and errors in
the revelations to be published, and the conference voted:

Resolved, by this conference that Brother
Joseph Smith, Jr. correct those errors or mistakes
which he may discover by the Holy Spirit while
reviewing the revelations and commandments and also
the fulness of the scriptures.

Resolved, by this conference that Brother
Oliver Cowdery shall copy correct and select all the
writings which go forth to the world through the
printing press (except, the revelations and command-
ments by the Spirit of the Lord) and this according a4
to the commandment given in Missouri, July 20, 1831,

The final session of this series of conferences was

held on November 12, 1831. William E. McLellin was

a . .
‘3Ibid. The testimonies in the Rook of Mormon and

the Doctrine and Covenants are both found in the forepart
of the books, but in the original edition of the Book of
Mormon, they were in the back. The same may have been

planned for the Book of Commandments. This would explain

why the testimony was not printed in the forepart of the
Book of Commandments.

44
" "Far West Record, ibid.
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appointed moderator for this session, and he later said it
lasted one evening, all the next day, and into that
evening.45 Joseph Smith presented the following for the
coﬁsideration of the conference in that session:

Brother Joseph Smith, Jr. said, one item he
wished acted upon was that our brethren Oliver
Cowdery and John Whitmer and the sacred writings
which they have entrusted to them to carry to Zion
be dedicated to the Lord by the prayer of faith.

Secondly, Brother Cliver has labored with me
from the beginning, in writing &c. Br. Martin has
labored with me from the beginning and Brothers John
and Sidney also for a considerable time, and as
these sacred writings are now going to the Church
for their benefit, that we may have claim on the
Church for recompence, if this conference think
these things worth prizing to be had on record to
show hereafter. I feel that it will be according -to
the mind of the Spirit for by it these things were
put into my heart which I know to be the Spirit of
truth, etc.

Voted that Joseph Smlth Jr. be appointed to
dedicate and consecrate these brethren and the sac-
red writings and all they have entrusted to their
care, to the Lord: done accordingly.46

Joseph Smith then stated:

The Book of Commandments and Revelation was to
be dedicated by prayer to the service of Almighty
God by me; and after I had done this, I inquired

of the Lord concerning these thlngs. and received
the following: [Section 691.47

The minutes of the conference follow:

After deliberate consideration in consequence
of the Book of Revelation now to be printed being

the foundation of the Church and the salvation of

the world and the keys of the mysteries of the

45The Saints' Herald [Independence, Missouril,
July 15, 1872, pp. 435, 436.

4°Far West Record, op. cit., p. 22.

7yc, 1, 234.
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Kingdom, and the riches of Eternity to the Church.

Voted that they be prized by this conference to
be worth to the church the riches of the whole earth,
speaking temporally.

Voted that in consequence of the diligence of
our brethren Joseph Smith, Jr., Oliver Cowdery, John
Whitmer and Sidney Rigdon in bringing to light by
the grace of God these sacred things be appointed
to manage them according tc the laws of the Church
and the commandments of the Lord.

And also that in consequence of the families of
Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, Peter Whitmer, Christian
Whitmer, Jacob Whitmer, Hiram Page, and David
Whitmer in administering to their wants in temporal
things and also the labors of Samuel H. Smith, Peter
Whitmer, Jr., William Smith and Don Carlos Smith.
Voted by this conference that the above named
brethren be remembered to the Bishop in Zion. as being
worthy of inheritances among the people of the Lord
according to the laws of said Church.4®

The above resolutions were then commented on by the
Prophet:

My time was occupied closely in reviewing the
commandments and sitting in conference, for nearly
two weeks; for from the first to the twelfth of
November we held four special conferences. In the
last which was held at Brother Johnson's, in Hiram,
after deliberate consideration, in consequence of
the bock of revelations, now to be printed, being
the foundation of the Church in these last days, and
a benefit to the world, showing that the keys of the
mysteries of the kingdom of our Savior are again
entrusted to man; and the riches of eternity within
the compass of those who are willing to live by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God--
therefore the conference voted that they prize the
revelations to be worth to the Church the riches of
the whole earth, speaking temporally. The great
benefits to the world which result from the Book of

fit in His infinite wisdom to grant unto us for our
salvation, and for the salvation of all that will
believe, were duly appreciated; and in answer t¢ _an
inquiry, I received the following [Section 70].4°

4
Bpar west Record, ikid., pp. 22, 23.

AC
*uc, I, 235, 236.
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It may be that part of reviewing the revelations

included making duplicate copies since the'place of publi-

50

cation was so far removed from Kirtland. The work

involved to get them ready for publication would be long
and tedious, but had to be done quickly for Oliver Cowdery
and John Whitmer were planning to leave by the fifteenth of
November. They did not start until about the twentieth,
but they were able to travel qﬁickly once under way. They

were in Winchester, Indiana by November twenty-ninth, a

.51

distance of about 220 miles from Hiram; arrived in Inde-

pendence about January fifthj; and held conference with the

saints on the twenty-third.52

Joseph Smith and his party also traveled to Missouri,
but they came later in the spring of 1832. His purpose in
going there was to held conference with the Church leaders
and saints. On April 30, 1832, the Literary Firm met with
. the Prophet, and recorded in their minutes:

Ordered by the council that three thousand
copies of the book of Commandments be printed the
first edition.

Secendly: Ordered by the council that the print-
ing of an almanac for Zion this season be left at
the option of Brothers William, Oliver and John.

Thirdly: Ordered by the council that all reve-
lations be limited to the parties concerned until
printed.

Fourthly: Ordered by the council that Brothers
William, Oliver and John be appointed to review the

SOSee Richard P. Howard, op. cit., pp. 197, 198.

51Far West Record, ibid., pp. 23-25.

°2Tpid., 26, 27.
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boock of Commandments and select for printing such as
shall be deemed by them proper, as dictated by the
Spirit and make all necessary verbal corrections.>3

The. preparations for the printing were to begin
immediately, but it must have taken a long time to do the
actual printing. They used a hand-press of course, but they
also had to send proofs over a thousand miles to Kirtland
for the Prophet to read. Some may have reached Joseph Smith
by December 1, 1832, for the Book of Commandments was in the
process of printing by then;54 and Joseph spent that day
writing and correcting revelations.55

On June 25, 1833, Sidney Rigdon wrote a letter in
behalf of the First Presidency to William W. Phelps. In that
letter Elder Phelps was instructed not to have the Book of
Commandments bound since there were no binderies in Inde-
pendence, and to ship them elsewhere would take too longe.
Elder Rigdon also pointed out in this letter the typographi-
cal errors the First Presidency found in that part of the
text of the Book of Commandments which had been sent to

them.s6

One week later, Sidney Rigdon wrote in a second

letter to William W. Phelps: ". . . box of the Book of

53Far West Record, ibid., p. 30.

Evening and Morning Star [Independence, Missouril,
December, 1832, p. 55.

5SJoseph Smith Journal, December 1, 1832, p. 1,

located in the HDC.

>®uc, I, 362-364.
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Commandments [is to be consigned] to N.K. Whitney &

w7

COey o o o Evidently, the printing of the Book of

Commandments was almost finished, and arrangements were

being made for the book to be shipped.

The Copyright

» The copyright for the Béok of Commandments had
already been secured by February, 1833. Figure 1 is a
letter written by the clerk of the district court concerning
the copyright, and Figure 2 is his typescript of the original
document.58 The author of this study made two trips to
Missouri to locate the original entry made in the district
court recordé of the copyright; however, it could not be
found. For some reason this record is missing from the
archives in which it should have been placed. The search
even included the attic of the old court building mentioned
in the clerk’s letter, which buiiding is now in tﬁe process

of being torn down.

Destruction of the Press

On Saturday, July 20, 1833, a mob destroyed the

printing establishment in which the Book of Commandments was

R . .
ing printed. The mob was seekin

be 1g to put the Evening and

Morning Star out of circulation, but most of the paper on

>Tuc, 1, 369.

58Thanks is expressed to Apostle Clarance Wheaton

of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) for supplying these
two documents. o
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Depsrinent of Juctive
TNITED STATRS TISWREoT Coine
centrcl Iivision
of the 5 .
mestern Tistriet of (Zssouri
Jefferson fity, Zosouri,
' April 7, is21
Mrs. Liilie OnhoTn,
Sagle, Idae.

Dear Medam?

-
o

Belng blﬂy'rlth.ratte*s in Gour’ during tho session last
week, I had t0 deley =answering your lethor. It 1= with nleasuxe
that your wish is complied with by inclosing = certified copy of
the copy-right entry of the book entitled ®"A Fook of Cormendments
JoT the govermment of thc fhruch of Chrict, orgenized according to
lawr on the 6th of April, 1820." TUsually when an inquiry cones
going co far hack it is by no reans easy.to finad the Tequired data.
but in this case it was easy, foxr in ékamining thece old files
and fecords in the 2%iic story of this building sorme years 2359

I came across the little Tecord from vhich the transeript was
nade, that is inclosed herewithe

| Yours very truly,
Tee 55 ceunis H. Co Geishers

Nezuiyv glerXk.

Figure 1

Letter of the Clerk of the District
Court concerning the Copyright of
the Book of Commandments
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lHdssouri DigtTici, Scte

' 56 it remembered thet on thie thirtcentn dar of Tobhmuary, in the
vear of ovrx Lord one theuscnd cight hundred and thirty-timee, e Te
Pholps & Co., hzve Acnocited In the oflbece of the United States
Disizict couxt For the isgouxi Nisizied, thic $*itle of a2 hook the
right vhereof the cloizn 23 suthorc amd prodrieiors in the wozds and
figures folloving, to-wii: .
YA Pook of Commandmenis for tho govermmmient of the Chuxch of
Curist, organized accorling o Law, ol the @th doy of April, 13230.%
In conformity to the a2ct of Congrecs entitled *An Act Tor the
encovrasercent of learning, by securing the ~odiar ol :5&1’::;,, tharts
end Tooks to the futhors and Pronriseiors of cuck conies, Aurins the
’

tines therein mentloncd® znd oico 3o on act ontitled vAn A-t

Supplomentery e on fet entitled An Lot for the encourssonent of

)

lezrndng, by securing the copics of inDs, Cheris avd Focls, o

the futiiors =nd Proprzisters of such copieos diing the tires theroein

rmensioncd, ond extending the henefite thwereof to zxtec of designing

AL )

engraving snd eitening Listoricsl snd othner prints®
In Bestimony ~hexwo2’, I, Joserh Cerble, 7lerk ol the 'said

Court, hovroe herewnto ses oy hand, & affixed the cesl of my office,

tho day & yvoer 2bove riiten.

= (Le Se} | Jo. Ganble, Ck

PR

United States ol Anerica, )
Yestexrn Tistriet or Idszouxi, ) SSe
Centrel Division. )

I, Dawin B, Tuchoi, ¢lozk of the Thistriet feumt of 4hieo Tmisea

States for the Ceatrsl Tivigion o the Tectern Idctrict of lissouri,

and by onexziion of laow tho cuntodian of the records, hoolks, panorc
and files of The Iniscd Staltes Cours for the ldccevwri idai-iet, do

-

——gy st

hereby certify that tho foresoing is a full, 4ruo and correct copy
Figure 2

Typescript of the Copyright of
the Book of Commandments
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which the Book of Commandments was being printed was also

lost in the fire and destruction.® That any part of the

Book of Commandments was saved is a miracle, but some of the
pages were rescued from the mob as explained in part by the

following account:

One of the elders working on the publication,
upon seeing the mob at the front door, hastily
snatched up an armload of the assembled sheets of
the Book of Commandments and finding his way through
the rear door, buried them beneath the hay of an old
barn. Then, fearful that he had been seen with his
burden, and that the copies might be destroyed, he
loaded his arms with bricks found in the barn, and
in broad view, started off in another direction.
Apparently, in the gathering dusk, the change of
burden passed unnoticed and the copies, at least
twenty in number, were preserved.

One of the many saints that witnessed the destruction
of the printing office was John Taylor (not the president of
the Church). He made the following sworn statement concern-

ing his venture in saving some copies of the Book of Command-

ments:

In 1833 at the time of the destruction of the
Printing Press in Independence, Jackson Co. the
printed sheets of the Book of Commandments & the
pied type & press were thrown in an old log stable
by the mob. I asked Bp. Partridge if I might go &
get out some copies of the Book of Commandments. He
said it would most likely cost me my life if I
attempted it. I told him I did not mind hazarding
my life to secure some copies of the commandments.
He then said I might go. I ran my hand in tc 2
crack between the logs & pulled ocut a few at a time
until I got as many as I could carry, When I was
discovered. A dozen men surrounded me and commenced

>%uc, 1, 393.

6OWilliam E. Berrett, Teachings of the Doctrine and
Covenants (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1961), pe. 7.




peliing throwing =2& me witk stones at me and I
shouted out 'O my God must I be stoned to death like
Stephen for the sake of the word of the Lord' The
Lord gave me strength & skill to elude them and make
my escape without being hit by a stone. I delivered
the copies to Bp. Partridge who said I had done a
good work and my escape was a miracle. These T
believe are the only copies of that edition of the
Book of Commandments preserved from destruction.
Historians Office, Great Salt Lake City April 15,
1858.
In presence of John Taylor [signaturel
Leo Hawkins [signaturel .
Geo. A. Smith [signaturel®*

Mary Elizabeth Lightner, then only a fifteen year
cld girl, also observed what was happening to the revela-
tions. She wrote of her brave attempt to rescue them:

The mob renewed their efforts again by tearing
down the printing office, a two story building, and
driving Brother Phelps family out of the lower part
of the house and putting their things in the street.
They brought out some large sheets of paper, and
said, "Here are the Mormen Ceommandments." My sister
Caroline and myself were in a corner of a fence
watching them; when they spoke of the commandments I
was determined to have some cof them. Sister said if
I went to get any of them she would go too, but said
"they will kill us." While their backs were turned,
prying out the gable end of the house, we went, and
got our arms.- full, and were turning away, when some
of the mob saw us and called on us to stop, but we
ran as fast as we could. Two of them started after
us. Seeing a gap in a fence, we entered into a large
cornfield, laid the papers on the ground, and hid
them with our persons. The corn was from five to six
feet high, and very thick; they hunted around con-
siderable, and came very near us but did not find us.
After we satisfied ourselves that they had given up
the search for us, we tried to find our way out of
the field, the corn was so high we could not see
where to go, looking up I saw trees that had been
girdled to kill them. Soon we came to an old log
stable which looked as though it had not been used
for years. Sister Phelps and children were carrying
in brush and piling it up at one side of the barn to

615tatement by John Taylor, located in the HDC.



lay her beds on. She asked me what I had--I told.
her. She then tock them from us, which made us feel
very bad. They got them bound in small books and
sent me one, which I prized very highly.52

Missing Manuscripts

The question is often raised about what happened to
the manuscripts from which the Book of Commandments was being.
printed. Richard P. Howard says:

In addition to the "Kirtland Revelation Book"
presently in the LDS archives in Salt Lake City, a
number of pages from the transcript taken to
Independence in installments in 1831-1832 by Oliver
Cowdery and John Whitmer, apparently in the latter's
handwriting, are in possession of the Reorganized
Church. According to the brief history of the early
church written by John Whitmer, he and Cowdery left
Kirtland for Independence, Missouri, on November 20,
1831, with some initial copy intended for publi-
cation, arriving in Jackson County on January 5,
1832. Only one of the four sheets (eight pages, or
sides) extant represents the material that they
could have taken with them in November 1831. The
other three contain the text of portions of Sections

- 76, 80, and 108, which were transcribed later. These
four sheets came to the Reorganized Church through
the Whitmer heirs, with the Book of Mormon manu-
script (E MS) in April, 1903.63

In addition, there were some revelations recovered
by Sidney Gilbert and kept in his Bible. Two manuscripts of
these revelations were given to the Historical Department of

the Church by Mrs. Ida M. Rollins.64 All other manuscripts

6Zquen Kraut (ed.), The Life & Testimony of Mary
E. Lightner (Dugway, Utdh: Kraut's Pioneer Press, undated),
PPe €, 7. '

63Richard P. Howard, op. cit., p. 198.

pil
5%5ee Section 72, Manuscript #1, and Section 88,

Manuscript #1 in Part IT of this studye.
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that were in the printing office at the time of its destruc-
tion are missing, and it can bévsafely assumed that most of
them were taken or destroyed by the mob.

Book of Commandments
Galley Sheets

The rescued pages of the Book of Commandments con-
tained five galley-proof sheets, each containing thirty-two

pages, or 160 pages total. On page 266 of Restoration

Scriptures by Richard P. Howard, is illustrated one of the

pages of manuscript known to be among those William W,
Phelps used to print the Book of Commandments. It is an
important document because the last few verses of those
contained in the Book of Commandments are found on it.
Richard Howard wrote concerning this manuscript:

Among the sheets of the Cowdery-Whitmer trans-
cript of the Kirtland Book of the Law of the Lord,
taken to Independence in 1831 and 1832 to be
printed by Phelps' press, was the one shown by
facsimile 39, page 266. The printer's "take mark™
around the word "Ephraim" on line 8 marks the end
of the printer's progress at the time that_mob
action forced an end to press operations.65

This manuscript contains seven and one-half additional
verses in the last revelation of the Book of Commandments

(now Section 64), and shows that the book was not completed.

[

n t

Wilford Woodruff knew the revelation was incomplete as

stood in the Book of Commandments, so he added the remainder

to his own copy of the book.66

65

861his Book of Commandments is located in the HDC.

Ibid., p. 200.
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William W. Phelps wrote in the Messenger and Advo-

cate that the Book of Commandments was not guite finished
when the mob destrcyed the press.67 Also, there seemed to
be no question that what is now Section 133  was to be in the
Book of Commandments. When this particular revelation was

printed in the Evening and Morning Star it was preceded by

this announcement:

Having given, in a previous number, the preface
to the book of Commandments now in press, we give
below, the close, or as it has been called, the
Appendix. It affords us joy to lay before the
saints, an article frought with so much heavenly
intelligence, having previously published many from
the same book for their instruction.

- L J L d - L - -* L 4 - L 4 L J L 4 * > ° L > - L - L - - L J - -«

The book from which this important revelation
is taken, will be published in the course of the
present year, at from 25, to 50 cents a copy. We
regret that in consegquence of circumstances not
within our control, this book will not be offered
to our brethren as soon as we anticipated. We beg
their forbearance, and solicit an interest in their
prayers, promising to use our exeggions with all
our means to accomplish the worke.

And in a letter to John Murdock, Frederick G. Williams wrote

for Joseph Smith:

The book of commandments were nearly half
finished at the time of the riot but were des-
troved with the press and will probably be reprinted
here as we have sent to New York for a press and
expect to publish the Star and send to subscribers

67Latter-day Saints Messenger and Advccate [Kirtland,

Ohiol, August, 1835, p. 170. See J.F. Curtis, Our Beliefs
Defended {(Independence, Missouri: Herald Publishing House,
1928), p. 12, for the identification.-of William W. Phelps as
the author of ‘the article.

68Evening and Morning Star [Independence, Missouril,
May, 1833, p. 89.
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by the first of December next.69

The surviving incomplete copies of the Book of Com-

mandments were bound by various parties and circulated.70

L.eonard Rich was reprimanded for selling them at extortionate

prices.71 The book was also cited officially in several

places,72 and quoted by missionaries.73

1835 EDITION

Historical Development

Shortly after the failure to publish the Book of
Commandments, plans were made to publish the revelations in
Kirtland, Ohioc. 1In April, 1834, Sidney Rigdon was set apart
to assist Oliver Cowdery in publishing the reprint of the

Evening and Morning Star, and to arrange the Book of Cove-

nants. Oliver Cowdery was also set apart to assist Elder
Rigdon in arranging the Book of Covenants, and do the work
of printing in the Church.74 Others were aware of the work

and became involved as it progressed. Elders began gathéring

69Joseph Smith Letterbock {(November 22, 1832-August

4, 1835), p. 62, located in the HDC.

70Journal History of the Church, January 2, 1834,

located in the HDC.
71
HC, II, 27.
72par West Record, p.2, located in the HDC; see also
HC, II, 129. |

730rson Pratt Journal (1833, 1834), April 2, 1834,
located in the HDC.

74pe, 11, 51.
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funds to print the revelations,75 and Edmund Bosley cove-

nanted that he would consecrate his property for the

printing of the word of the Lordo76

On September 24, 1834, the High Council at Kirtland
met and recorded in their minutes:

Minutes of a high council of the Church of Lat-
ter Day Saints Sept. 24th. 1834

Joseph Smith Presiding )

Sidney Rigdon

Frederick G. Williams Assisting

Samuel H. Smith 1 Luke Johnson 1

Orson Johnson 2 Sylvester Smith 2

John Johnson 3 Orson Hvde -3

Jared Carter 4 Joseph Smith Sen. 4

John Smith 5 Martin Harris 5

Oliver Cowdery 6 Joseph Coe 6
Counseliors

The council then proceeded to appoint a com-
mittee to arrange the items of the doctrine of Jesus
Christ for the government of the church of Latter-
Day Saints which church was organized and commenced
its rise on the 6th of April 1830. Those items are
to be taken from the bible, book of Mormon, and the
revelations which have been given to the church up -
to this date or shall be, until such arrangement is
made. Brother Samuel H. Smith then nominated
brethren Joseph Smith Jun., Oliver Cowdery, Sidney
Rigdon and Frederick G. Williams, to compose said
committee, which was seconded by brother Hyrum Smith.
The counsellors then gave their vote, which was
also agreed to by the whole conference. The council
then decided that said committee, after arranging
and publishing said_book of covenants, have the
avails of the same.

75Amasa Lyman Journal, April 7, 1834, located at HDC.

7639, II, 161. Elder Bosley later went back on his
word and was brought to trial before a high council for
breaking a most sclumn covenant. The council decided he
should not be a member of the Church unless he made satis-
faction. See HC, II, 236.

77Kirtland Council Minute Book, pp. 74, 76, located

in the HDC.



This committee was composed of almost the same
members as that for the Book of Commandments.78 The labors
of the committee and those assisting them lasted for almost
a year. At the same time they were preparing the reve-

lations for publication, Oliver Cowdery was involved in

reprinting the Evening and Morning Star. One reason for

‘reprinting this newspaper was to correct the errors in the
revelations. Oliver Cowdery said he could correct them
because he had access to accurate copies.79 In a letter to
Bishop Newel K. Whitney, he sought for an originél copy of
what is now Section 42 of the D&C.80 Newel K. Whitney was a
bishop, and as such, was mentioned in several revelations.
He evidently received personal copies of all those revela-
tions that included him for his own information. Many of
his personai copies have survived to this date, and are ncw
housed in the library at Brigham Young University.

Since the revelations in the reprint of the Evening

and Morning Star agree favorably with those in the 1835

‘edition of the D&C, it would appear that Oliver Cowdery wa
publishing from the manuscripts that the committee used, and

also those he could secure from men such as Bishop Whitney.

78\illennial Star [Liverpool, England], April 30,

1853, p. 283.

79Evening and Morning Star [Kirtland,-Ohio], Sep-
tember, 1834, p. 192. '

8001iver Cowdery to Newel K. Whitney, February 4,
1835, located in the J. Reuben Clark, Jr. Library, Brigham
Young University.




A manuscript book of revelations known as the Kirtland
Revelation Book was also evidently used, for at the end of
two revelations contained in it, are notes that they should
be included in the D&C.81 From these various documents the
revelations were prepared for publication. Also, Joseph
Smith personally arranged the first part of the book known
as the "Lectures on Faith," for inclusion.82

Prior to the conference of August 17, 1835, in wﬁich
this edition of the D&C was voted upon and accepted as scrip=-
ture, reference was made to the D&C by title, section, part,
and paragraph by the Prophet Joseph Smith.83 Since the book
didn't come back from the bindery at Cieveland until mid-
September, the Prophet must have been using galley pr§of-
sheets or unbound pages from the bock itself. Such copies
were also given to priesthood quorum leaders to peruse; for
in the conference, several of them testified of the truth and
correctness of the revelations and the "Lectures on Faith,"
because they had read them 211 or in part. Based on these
testimonies, the whole conference assembled voted as quorums
and as general church membership in favor of accepting the

book as arranged. Two other documents were voted on by the

congregation to be put into the publication, and unanimously

8lgirtland Revelation Book, pp. 31, 111, located in
the HDC.

82yc, 11, 180.

83

Joseph Smith Letterbook, November 22, 1832-August
4, 1835, located in the HDC; see also HC, IT, 239.
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accepted. The original minutes of this conference are
found in the Kirtland Council Minute Book. These minutes

were then published in the Latter-day Saint Messenger and
84

Advocate, and also included in the D&C.
The whole compilation was then sent to Cleveland,
Ohio to be bound. William W. Phelps recorded that the book
was available by the second week in September.85 Shortly
after that, Orson Pratt and others, as missionaries, dis-

tributed them in the branches of the Church.86

Title and Contents

The change in name from Book of Commandments to
Doctrine and Covenants reflected a change in content. Unlike
_ the Book of Commandments, which contained revelations only,
the D&C was divided into two parts: seven theological |
treatises commonly known as the '"Lectures on Faith," and the
revelations. The title page to the "Lectures on Faith®
stated that they were: "On the Doctrine of the Church of the

Latter Day Saints.“87 The second part was entitled: "PART

84yirtland Council Munite Book, pp. 98-106, located
in the HDC; see also, Latter-day Saint Messenger and Advo-
cate |Kirtland; Ohiol; August; i835; pp. 161-164; and The

Doctrine and Covenants (Kirtland, Ohio: The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter~day Saints, 1835), pp. 215-257.

85william W. Phelps to Sally Phelps, September 16,
1835, located in the HDC.

'86Orson Pratt Journal, 1835-1837, forepart of

November 1835, located in the HDC.

87pec, ibid., p. 5.
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SECOND Covenants and Commandments."88 It seems, therefore,

that the title, "Doctrine and Covenants," reflected the sub-
titles of these two parts of the book: The Doctrine (seven
",ectures on Faith") and Covenants (one hundred-three reve-

lations).

An excellent short history of the first part, or the
"L.ectures on Faith," is as follows:

The Bock of Doctrine and Covenants formerly
contained a series of seven lectures on Faith, which
deal with the existence and attributes of God, and
the nature of that principle which we call faith.
The lectures were delivered before a theological
class of the School of Elders at Kirtland, in 1835,
and incorporated in the Doctrine and Covenants, "in
consequence of their embracing the important doct-
rine of salvation" (Preface of the First Edition).*

*These Lectures were removed from the Doctrine
and Covenants in the edition of 1921, not because
they were called into question, for they are excel-
lent lectures of great value on the principle of
faith, but because they were not revelations. When
they were received and ordered printed in the Doct-
rine and Covenants it was with the understanding as
expressed by Elder John Smith, '"that the lectures
were judiciously arranged and compiled, and were
profitable for doctrine." (D.H.C. 2:244.) The
Prophet Joseph Smith revised and prepared these lec-

tures himself, and they are still "profitable for
doctrine."39

Even though the "doctrine" has now been removed from the
book, the name remained unchanged.

Besides the "Lectures on Faith," there were other

881pid., p. 75.

89Hyrum M. Smith and Janne M. Sjodahl, The Doctrine
and Covenants Commentary (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co.,
1957), p. xvii.
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changes in content. Some revelations were combined: l.e.,
Chapters XVII-XXI in the Book of Commandments were combined
into what is now Section 23 of the D&C; Chapters XXXI-XXXIII
became what is now Section 30; and Chapters XLIV and XLVII
became Section 42. Chapter XXVIII was combined with another
revelation that wasn't even in the Book of Commandmentse.

Additional re&elations weré included also. Some of
these may have been intended for inclusion in the Book of
Commandments, but others were received after the destruction
of the press}in Missouri.

The minutes of the September 24, 1834 high council
meeting in which the D&C was authorized, and the August 17,
1835 assembly in which the book was approvéd, were also
included in the first edition, along with a brief preface by
the committee.

A testimony of the Quorum of the Twelve concerning
the D&C was read by William W. Phelps in the August 17, 1835
assembly according to the published accounts of the minutes;
however, the original minutes included no mention of the

20

testimonye. In the early published accounts, there are no

signatures attached, but in the History of the Church they

are included with the following note by the editor, Brigham
H. Roberts:

In this testimony of the Twelve to the book of
Doctrine and Covenants, as published in the History
of Joseph Smith in the Milliennial Star, the names of

9OKirtland Council Minute Book, ibid.
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the Apostles were not appended, but it is thought

proper that they should be inserted here in the

order in which they stood in the quorum. The docu-

ment was undoubtedly prepared before the departure

of the Twelve for the east, as it was well known

that the work of the committee on selection and com-

pilation would present the Doctrine and Covenants to

a general assembly before the Twelve would return.91

This testimony was actually received by Joseph Smith
through revelation, and composed almost four years earlier
during the conference of November, 1831.”“ The elders. that.-
were present had signified a willingness to testify to the
.world that they believed the revelations to be true, and this
was supposedly to be signed by them, and placed in the Book
of Commandments.93
None of the apostles were present in the August

seventeenth assembly, for they were all in the east on mis-
sions. They left May 4, 1835; and returned over a month
after the assembly, on September twenty-fifth. None of them
evidently objected, at the time they returned, to their names
being attached to this document received four years earlier;
but thirtv-five vears later, William E. McLellin claimed the
testimony to be a forgery, and that he could have no faith
in the D&C since most of the revelations had been edited
from those in the Book of Commandments.94 His statements are -

a complete reversal of his feelings in 1835 and 1836 before

9lye, 1T, 245. " 9%4¢, 1, 226.
93See pages 23 and 24 of this study.
94

The True Latter Day Saints Herald [Plano, Illinois]
August 1, 1872, p. 472.




apostacy and his excommunication. He, as a clerk of the
Quorum of Twelve, signed a document in which the D&C was
cited as the source of authority for a decision they had

made.95 He was also one of the elders present who was

45

willing to bear testimony of the truth of the revelations at

the 1831 conference in which the Book of Commandments was

o6

authorized. How reliable his later statements are is a

matter of question. They were given thirty-five years after

his disaffection and excommunication from the Church, and it

is also a fact that William E. McLellin was one Who went
against the principles he once espoused, including prayer
and moral conduct, when he found fault with the leadership
of the Church.97 Finally, the accuracy of his statements

printed in the Saints Herald can be questioned on at least

twc other points: the date of the return of the Twelwve to
Kirtland, and the date of the 1835 assembly.
Changes in the Revelations and

Contents of the Doctrine
and Covenants

Pages 7-21 of this study contain some brief state-
ments about the editorial work done on revelations before
publication. There were some who objected to any change

made by editing the revelations; or by adding other

9Suc, II, 395.

%rar West Record, pp. 21, 22, located in the

HDC.

974c, 11T, 31.
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revelations to those found in the Book of Commandments. AS
an example, Lyman Wight taught that the Book of Commandments
was celestial, and the D&C was telestia1.98 Similarly,
David Whitmer wrote extensively that it was his belief that
the Book of Commandments was complete and accurate, and the
Church was in error when these revelations were edited and
others added to them in order to make up the D&C.99 The
Church of Christ (Temple Lot) are modern-day proponents of
David Whitmer's view.

Numerous articles and books have also been written

on both sides of the cguestion and explore the many issues

involved.ioo The LDS Church viewpoint is adequately
98uc, II, 481.
SS

David Whitmer, An Address to All Believers in
Christ (Richmond, Missouri: Published by the author, 1887),
ppo 48-520 .

1oo‘l‘he most interesting and valuable, in terms of
exploring many of the issues involved, began with a debate
that continued ten evenings in succession in November, 1927.
It was between Elder L.G. Holloway, a Seventy of the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and
Apostle Clarance L. Wheaton of the Church of Christ (Temple
Lot). Their debate covered a number of subjects at issue
between the twec groups, including the differences between
the Book of Commandments and the D&C. Their debate was pub-
lished by Apostle J.F. Curtis, of the Reorganized Church.
{See: The Saints Herald [Independence, Missouri], November
30, 1927, pp. 1404-1409; December 7, 1927, pp. 1434-1441.)

This debate evidently created enough interest to be
held again, only this time between Apostle Wheaton and
Apostle J.F. Curtis. It was held in January, 1928, but was
never published; however, the Department of History of the
Reorganized Church has a transcript of ail the proceedings.
Later, both principals of this debate published their views.
See J.F. Curtis, Our Beliefs Defended {(Independence, Mis-
souri: Herald Publishing House, 1928); and Clarance L.
Wheaton and Angela Wheaton, Book of Commandments Controversy
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ekplained by Elder Brigham H. Roberts in the History of the

Church:

e o« « sSome of the early revelations first pub-
lished in the "Book of Commandments,"” in 1833, were
revised by the Prophet himself in the way of cor-
recting errors made by the scribes and publishers;
and some additional clauses were inserted to throw
increased light upon the subjects treated in the
revelations, and paragraphs added, to make the prin-
ciples or instructions apply to officers not in the
Church at the time some of the earlier revelations
were given. The addition of verses 65, 66, and 67
in sec. xx of the Doctrine and Covenants, is an

example.l
Copyright

Figure 3 is a photocopy of the copyright for this
edition of the D&C. It was secured January 14, 1835 by the

Prophet Joseph Smith.
PROPOSED 1840 EUROCPEAN EDITION

The Quorum of Twelve Apostles of the Church had‘been
calledvby revelation to journey to England on rnissions,102
and even though the date of depafture was revealed as April
26, 1839, some of them were still on their way in the fore-
part of 1840. Parley P. Pratt, as one of these, wrote to
Joseph Smith from New York City late in 18392 concerning the

publication of the D&C in that city and in England. How-

ever, the Prophet was in Washington, D.C. when Elder Pratt's

Reviewed (Independence., Missouri: Church of Christ (Temple
Lot), 1950).

10ge, 1, 173

102pec 118
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-~

letter arrived in Nauvoo, and it was Hyrum Smith who penned

a replv. Latery in a 1§tter to his brother Joseph, Hyrum

I received a letter lately from Parley P. Pratt,
stating that he was in City of New York had pub-
lished another edition of his Book ef Mermer and
wanted permition to print an edition of the Book of
Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants &c with a peri-
odical similar to the Times and Seasons" stating
that there were men who had means that would assist
in these things. He likewise wanted to get privi-
ledge for the twelve to print the Book of Mormon &c
in Europe. I wrote in reply that if there were any
of the Brethren disposed to send them to this place,
so that not only this place might be benefited, but
that the Books might come out under your immediate
inspection.

On April 6, 1840, Elders Parley P. Pratt, Brigham
Young, Heber C. Kimball, George A. Smith, and Reuben Hedlock
arrived at Liverpool, England. Once in England, they joined
with the others of the Twelve that had preceded them, and
held a conference with the members of the Church. They
included as part of their conference a quorum meeting of the
Twleve Apostles in which they arranged for the publication
of a periodical named The Lattér-day Saints' Millennial

Star.104 They were also interested in making the scriptures

of the Church available in large numbers to the British

saints, and planned for their publication. Elder Young wrote
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April fifteenth:

_ 103Joseph Smith Letterbook, November 6, 1838-~February
9, 1843, pp. 92, 93, located in the HDC.

04yc, 1v, 114-149.
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It was also resolved that Elders Heber C. Kim=-
ball Parley P. Pratt and myself be a committee to
secure the copyright of the Book of Mormon, and_ Book
of Doctrine and Covenants, as soon as possible.1 5

The following day the Quorum of Twelve met again and

passed this resolution:

Moved by Elder John Taylor, seconded by Elder
Parley P. Pratt, that the copyright of the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, and the Book of Mormon be
ruff, seconded by Elder Richards, that Elders Brig-
ham Young, H.C. Kimball, and P.P. Pratt, be the
committee to secure the copyright.

Even before the Twelve gave consideration teo this

projecty; Elder Brigham Young had sought the cocunsel of the

Prophet. He wrote to President Joseph Smith the day after

his

arrival in England and said:

I want to ask some gquestions, shall we print the
Book of Mormon in this country immediately, they are
calling for them from every guarter. The duties are
so high on books, we need not think of bringing them
from America, another question--is the book of Doct-
rine and Covenants to be printed just as it is now

" to go to the nations of the earth and shall we give

the
~ the

it to them as quick as we can or what shall we do. 107
Joseph Smith responded and gave permission to print
D&C. A copy of the letter is not in his letterbcok, but
following note iss
The answer was sent by Lorenzo Snow which gave

them permission to publish the Book of Mormon, Doct-
rine and Covenants and Hymn Books; but not to ordain

15,

10SManuscript History of the British Mission, April
1840, p. 3, located in the HDC.

1061p34,, April 16, 1840, p. 2.

107Joseph Smith Letterbook, op. cit., pp. 151-

153.
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any into the quorum of the Seventies, and likewise
some general instructions. The letter was sent on
the 19th day of July 1840.108
It would appear that this letter had not arrived in
England by September fifth, for Brigham Young and Willard
Richards wrote an'epistle to the Pirst Presidency on that
date which included:

Shall we print the Doctrine & Covenants here or
not? ©Or will the Doctrine & Covenants be printed
and go to the nations, as it now is, or not? Or
will it be revised and printed for the nations?109

The date of Joseph Smith's reply is not given in his

letterbook, but the letter is found between the conference
nminutes c¢f October 5, 1840 and a letter dated October 19.
He wrote in part:

You can use your own pleasure respecting the
printing of the Doctrine & Covenants. If there is a
great demand for them I have no objections, but
would rather encourage it. I am to say that as far
as I have been made acquainted with your movements,

I am perfectly satisfied that they have been in
wisdom o . o «210
This is the last item written on the proposed edition
of the D&C. Why it was not published is not known at present,
but two reasons seem plausible. The first would take into
account the finances involved. The Twelve were penniless

when they left on their missions, and there were several

projects they were anxiocus to complete that required large

108135 4.

109Manuscript History of the British Mission, Sep-
tember 5, 1840, p. 7, located in the HDC.

110Joseph Smith Letterboock, op. cit., 192, 193.
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sums of money. The publication of the Millennial Star,

which began in May, 1840, and that of the Book of Mormon in
Junuary, 1841, evidently took precedence. Also, eight of
the Quorum of Twelve left England April 20, 1841, leaving
little time after the completion of the Book of Mormon to
work on the D&C.
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of the general conference of October 1840. In them is an
announcement of the second edition of the D&C to be printed

in the United States. These minutes were published in the

111

January, 1841 edition of the Millennial Star, and it seems

that further plans for publication of the European edition
were halted until the one in America was finished. Later
events show that when an edition was finally prinﬁed in
England, it followed the format of the second American
edition.

THE SECOND, THIRD, AND FOURTH AMERICAN
EDITIONS~--1844, 1845, AND 1846

Second American Edition, 1844

As already noted, this edition was announcéd in
October 1840. Prior tothis, Parley P. Pratt had requested
permission to print the D&C in New York City (see pages 47
and 49 of this study), stating that there were men of means

there who would assist. In Hyrum Smith's reply he wrote:

111Millennial Star [Liverpool, England], January,
1841, p. 229.
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e o o at the same time I cannot give any
encouragements for the publication of the same
other than at this place, or, where it can come out
under the immediate inspection of Joseph and his
councillors, So, that no one may be chargeable with
any mistakes that may occur, I want the Books we
print here should be a standard to all nations in
which they may be printed, and to all tongues into
which the same may be transiated. Again, this place
is appointed a Stake and a place of gathering for the
Saints. I think that every facility should be ren-
dered it, in order that the Saints may be able to
accomplish the great works which have to be per-
formed in this generation.

L] L 3 - L 4 L] L] L] L] L J L J L] Ld L] L] - ® [ ] L3 - ® L J L J [ - L J L]

The above observations will apply to the Book of
Doctrine & Covenants, Hymn Book &c which publi-
cations I long to see flowing through the land like
a stream imparting knowledge intelligence and joy to
all who shall drink at the stream.!l :

Hyrum Smith also wrote to an Elder Foster at the

same time. In that letter he said:

« « « the printing of the Book of Mormon Doct-
rine & Covenants, Hymn Bock and the new translaticn
cf the old scripiures &c &c which must be printed
under the immediate inspection of those into whose
care they are especially committed. See Doc & Cov,
Section 26--Page 153 [1835 editionl]. altho some of
those who were appointed Stewards over the reve-~
lations and commandments of God have fallen, yet
there are some standing to whom belongs and_toc them
alone the work of publishing these Books. 11

These two letters imply that the First Presidency of the
Church intended to publish the D&C in Nauvoo, and do it
under their immediate inspection.

- In July. 1840, at least two ﬁen, Samuel Bent and
George W. Harris, were commissioned to obtain money to print

the Book of Mormen, D&C, hymn book, and the New Translation

112Joseph Smith Letterbook, op. cit., pp. 80, 81.

11311i4d., pp. 82-84.
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of the Scriptures.114 According to Ebenezer Robinson, he

began stereotyping the D&C and hymn book sometime between

the spring of 1841 and August of the same year.115

Also,
Willard Richards was given the responsibility to arrange the
D&C, Book of Mormon, and the New Translation into their new
format.116 On February 4, 1842, the Twelve, with Joseph
Smith as principal. purchased the book bindery. printing
office, stereotype foundery, and paper fixtures of Elder

Robinson.117

Wilford Woodruff became one of the employees
following this purchase, and he recorded in his 5ourna1
under the dates of February 1-4, 1843: "Spent my time as
usual in the Printing Office. We commenced this week on
Monday to sterrotype the Doctrine & Covenants of the Church
As the D&C was
being stereotyped, Joseph Smith and William W. Phelps read

the préofsheets.119

By November, 1843, the Quorum of the Twelve voted on

120

means to raise money to buy paper to print the D&C, and

on December 5, 1843, Joseph Smith instructed them to send

1y, 1v, 164.

11SThe Return [Davis City, Iowal, Juiy 1890, p. 302.
11603 nes and Seasons [Nauvoo, Illinois], January 15,
1842, p. 667.

M7s¢, 1v, 513, 514.

118Wilford Woodruff Journal, February 1-4, 1843,
located in the HDC.

119 120

uc, v, 264, 273. HC, VI, 100.
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money to Orson Hyde, who was in the east, in order for him

to purchase the paper.121

On June 12, 1844, the notice that is photocopied in

Figure 4 was entered in the Nauvoo Neic;hbor.‘22 It was an

announcement that the new edition of the D&C would be ready
in about a month. This same notice ran in later issues from

June 30th to October 30th, 1844.

'\!') ric H
LARGL edition uf the ™ Vyica of
- Warning? 13&0“ ou!. aud fur sele-nat
‘l}h‘{ otiiee, -

s The Denk of 1).»« b "oc aiul Cur("l'm.‘:
'mtl be nums"(.. in ut)ut.!. one nrath
from this tune. ,l hose® wishing | [nr un
Lﬂﬁ)sw'p' thLLH'rldk-uldeJu

p':l calion, l

L June 11, 18 }

Figure 4

Announcement of the 1844 Edition
. in the Nauvoo Neighbor

The assassination of Joseph Smith on June 27, 1844,

and the severe wounds suffered by John Taylor, who was the
publisher, obviously delayed the work. The September second

issue of the Times and Seasons contained a quote from the

new cdition of the D&c,*23 which may be evidence that the

new edition had been printed by at least that date.

1214c, vz, 100.

122Nauvoo Neighbor [Nauvoo, Illinois], June 12, 1844,

A
1231imes and Seasons [Nauvoo, Illinoisl}, September 2,
, p. 635.
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The copyright for this edition was the same as that
for the 1835 edition, even though some changes had been made
in content. Eight additicnal sections were incorporated,
including one written after the death of Joseph Smith. These
sections are now numbered 103, 105, 112, 119, 124, 127, 128,
and 135 in the current editions.

The minutes of the conference in which the 1835
We.:iition was sustained as scripture were included in that
edition, but deleted in the 1844 edition. Also, no action
was taken in conference to accept the new edition as scrip-
ture.

Unlike the earlier edition, this one, and the profits
from its' sale, were considered to be the property of thé

124

Churche.

Third American Edition, 1845

The second American edition of the D&C had been
stereotyped. Using this system of printing, metal plates
were cast that could be used again; therefore, the third and
fourth American editions in Nauvoo were duplicates of the
1844 editione.

By April, 1845, a decision was made by the Quorum of
Twelve to again print copies of the D&C;125 and in the May

fifteenth issue of the Times and Seasons, a notice was given

124
in the HDC.

1254¢, vIT, 345.

Joseph Smith Journal, September 18, 1844, located
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that that issue of the paper had been delayed because of
their labors on the third edition of the D&C.126

A new copyright was secured for this edition in the
names of Newel K. Whitney and George Miller. These two men
had been selected by the Twelve as Trustees for the Church
in Hancock County.127 The copyright is dated September 20,
1845 as shown in Figure 5, but Brigham Young didn't receive

it until the thirtieth of September. 2o

Since the infor-
mation about the coovright is included in the third edition,
it may be assumed the book was not available for sale until

at least some time in October of that year.

Fourth American Edition, 1846

| In October, 1845, Wilford Woodruff was in Pennsyl-
vania to (among other things) purchase paper for the print-
ing of another edition of the D&C.’2° When this edition was
printed and circulated is not known, nor the number of copies

involved. The copyright was the same as that used for the

1845 Nauvoeo edition.

12603 mes and Seasons [Nauvoo, Illinois], May 15,
1845, p. 904.
: i2'Brig‘nam Young Journai, July, 1837-March, 1845,
p. 49, located in the HDC. Also, among the papers of Newel
K. Whitney in the J. Reuben Clark, Jr. library at Brigham
Young University, is a copy of the legal document filed at
the recorder's office in Cathage, Illinois.

128 15urnal History of the Church, September 30, 1845,
Pp. 2, 3, located in the HDC.

129wilford WOodruff to Phoebe Woodruff, October 8,
1845, located in the HDC.
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Figure 5

Copyright for the 1845 and 1846 Editions
of the Doctrine and Covenants

The Stereoctype Plates

When the Latter~-day Saints left Nauvoo, the Church
leadership considered it important to continue its printing

operations, even on the prairies. Therefore, an appeal was
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made to Almon Babbitt, Joseph Heywood, and John Fullmer
(who had been appointed trustees for the Church in Nauvoo),
to bring the printing fixtures to Winter Quarters. Brigham

Young wrote:

We wish you also to send us the two printing
presses, all the type, brass rule, chases rollers,
and all such fixtures belonging thereto as cannot
be more readily made here than transported, together
with the stereotype plates of the Book of Mormon and
Doctrine and Covenants, and all plates and fixtures
of the stereotype foundry and screw tool of the bin-
dery, ink paper etc etc etc, everything that may be
useful and cannot be readily furnished by labor in
the wilderness, with as little delay as possible,
either by the teams going from here, or such as you
shall furnish.

L ] L d - - L L *® [ - - L [ L d * *® - - - e L L ] * - < L d L4 *

P.S. Since writing the above we have been
informed that some plates are packed with Elder Jochn
Taylor's kooks, and that Mrs. Taylor will order said
books to be sent on by water, If the plates of the
Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants are
inciuded or packed with his books, will you piease
take them out and forward them by land as befocre
directed.l

A reply was written from Nauvoo on November 6, 1846;

and in it, these three men reported:

The books belonging to the Library are packed in
boxes, alsc the stereotype plates for Boock of Mormen
and Doctrine and Covenants we have some hopes of
selling the printing establishment.131

Only one other letter was written by Brigham Young

on the subject of the printing establishment and fixtures.

Part of the post script of that letter is as follows:

Be sure and have a watchful eye to the stereotype

1BOJournal History of the Church, September 28, 1846,
pp. 2, 3, located in the HDC.

1311934, , November 11, 1846, p. 2.
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plates of the Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Cove-
nants, that no evil befall them, and that they be
forwarded to us with all safety, this season, also
the rule machine that was left in the printing
office.132

This letter was written on April first, and Brigham
Young's company of pioneers left Winter Quarters on April

seventh. No more correspondence was found on this subject,

and what+ axranti11allv ha
N - A b N W g o - - B

1atas is not Irnmatm
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They were never used again, since all other editions of the
D&C were published in England, until a greatly revised and

enlarged edition was published in 1876 at Salt Lake Citye.
THE FIRST EUROPEAN EDITION, 1845

In August, 1844, Brigham Young wrote in his journal:
"Bre. Wilford Woodruff is going to England to take charge of
all the Churches Printing and emegration Business. Br. H.

Clark goes with him."133

Wilford Woodruff was in England on
this mission by Pebruary, 1845, and wrote a lengthy epistle

to the Latter-day Saints about his purposes for being there,
including: "We shall probably publish the 'Book ¢f Doctrine

and.Covenants' in England, as soon as circumstances will

134

permit."” His plans were indefinite as to a date for

1327p34., April 1, 1847, p. 3.

133Brigham Young Journal, July 1837-March, 1845,
Pe 51, located in the HDC.

134Manuscript History of the British Mission, Feb-
ruary, 1845, p. 4, located in the HDC.
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recorded in his journal:

I received a letter to day from a friend con-
taining a copy of a letter Dated Pittsburgh Jan.
30, 44 written by John Greenhow at Pittsburgh to
his father in Kendel Stating that he was getting
the doctrine & covenants in that place & was going
to bring the plates to England to Print the work:
here & get the copyright secured so that the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints could'nt Print
them. This certainly is a bold move for an apostate
or apostates to undertake to Print the works of the
Church & rob them out of it. I view it nothing more
than the mercy of God in Putting the knowledge of
this thing into my hands. I spent the day examining
the Law to see what I could learn concerning securing
copyrights. Walked 8 miles.

L - *® - - L 4 * L] - L - L J * -« L J » - - * L J - - L J L] L J L -

I also informed Br. Young of the deep laid plot
of our enemies John Greenhow Samuel Bennett & others
of trying to rob the Church in England of the Copy-
right of the doctrine & covenants &c.

I wrote a letter to M [{left blank]
Secretary at Stationers Hall London requesting infor-
mation concerning securing the Copyright of any work.

- * L ] - K J L] L] * L] L] L J > L ] - L L4 L] L d ® - - L 4 - L J - - -

I received another letter from my friend to day
stating that Mr. Greenhow had written to his son
John Greenhow of Pittsburgh.
I wrote a letter to Br. Coredon to send me_the
copy of Doctrine and Covenants which he has.l
It is interesting that Wilford Woodruff had to
secure a copy of the D&C from a fellow-laborer in order to
have a copy from which to work. Brother Coredon's D&C had
to be a second American edition since the first European
edition followed that one in content and format. Part of
the letter Wilford Woodruff wrote to Brigham Young follows:
I had made up my mind to print the doctrine &

Covenants this summer after the general Conference,
But I have been drove into it all of a sudden in a

135
in the HDC.

Wilford Woodruff Journal, March 1-3, 1845, located
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manner that I least expected. On my birth day the
1st day of March through the great mercy & goodness
of God a deep laid scheme of our enemies in Pitts-
burgh U.S.A. was put into my hands, And what do you
think it was. John Greenhow is sterrotyping the
Doctrine and Covenants of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints in Pittsburgh U.S.A. is to be
in England on the first of May, strike off a few
copies & get the copyright secured for the British
Dominion in the name of John Greenhow & Samuel
Bennett, John Greenhow sent a letter to his Father

in England to this effect enjoining great secrecy

so that we should not know it, wished his Father to
send to London to secure the copyright before it

was printed, A copy of the letter fell into my hands
[illegible] from the date of it at Pitts-
burgh. So you see the enemy is on the elert, so
illegible] God for the information, I
immediately wrote to the secretary of Stationers

Hall London notified him of the fraud & immediately
set a printer to work. Shall have it out by the
first of May. I cannot secure the Copyright without
printing the Book here. Please write me an answer

to this immediately & in it give me a certificate
signed by the Twelve (and if all right with Emma per-
haps her signature would be necessary but you will
know best about her) stating that I am the ownly
legal & lawful proprieter & agent to secure the copy-
right of that Book, that in case of collision or Law
with the Apostates upon the subject I can have some-
thing to defend myself with it is of great importance
that our Enemies dont [illegible] us in
this thing, is no better than Hicghway robery a deep
laid scheme. Ihave an idea from their movements
their intention is to strike of a few copies in
England France & wherever they can & secure the copy-
right. But the Lord is on our side « « «

This new edition was in the process of printing by

mid April, and the plans were to print 3,000 copies.137 On

136w:llford Woodruff to Brigham Young, April 1, 1845,
located in the HDC.

137':Jilford Woodruff to his parents, April 18, 1845,

located in the HDC.
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press in about ten days."138 On May 18, 1845, Elder Wood-

ruff was in a conference at Carlisle, and preached on buying

the new D&C.139

By June fifth, Elder Woodruff was making preparations
to leave Liverpool for London to secure the copyright;140
and on June seventh, he recorded in his journal:

e « o« I this day secured the copyright in my own

name at the Staticners Hall in London carrying one

copy according to L.aw to the British Museum & got my
recelpt for it.

Figure € is a photocopy of the entry made at Sta-
tioners Hall recording the copyright. It shows the date and
Wilford Woodruff's name as the one securing the copyright.
Another interesting document in connection with this edition
of the D&C is the invoice showing the costs for printing
the book. This invoice is found as Figure 7.

The Millennial Star for June 15, 1845 announced the

142 . R
book ready for sale, and the following issue gave some

information about the value of the work and the index,143

138y51 ford Woodruff to Heber C. Kimball, May 12,
1845, located in the HDC.

139Manuscript History of the British Mission, May 18,
1845, p. 1, located in the HDC.

*“”wllford Woodruff Journal, June 5, 1845, located
in the HDC.

1411p3d., June 7, 1845.

142, - - -
#42y311ennial Star [Liverpooi, England], June 15,
1845, p. 14.

14371354, , July 1, 1845, p. 30.
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The plans of those in the United States, to secure
the copyright of the D&C in England, inorder to prevent the
Church from publishing it, had been thwarted by the quick
action of Wilford Woodruff. Less than a month after the
book was offered for sale, one of the apostate group made
his appearance in England as a missionary. In writing to
his parents about this man, Wilford Woodruff finally
revealed that it was Sidney Rigdon's group who were behind
the plot. He wrote:

I have printed 3000 copies of the Doctrine and
Covenants since I came and Secured the Copyright
for the same in London. Rigdon's party tried to
cheat us out of this by stereotyping the work in
Secret and trying to Secure the Copyright before
‘me but they were too late. One of Rigdon's party
arrived in Liverpool last night as a missionary to
try to tear down the Church. He attended a meeting
of the Saints first offered himself as an Elder of
the Church but Soon his cloven foot was seen. I have
no fears of their doing any harm in this country
against us.144

Wilford Woodruff summarized his work on this edition
of the D&C in a letter to Brigham Young:

I received vour kind letter under Date of May
8th and also the accompanied power of Attorney to
me. I was in London at the time the letter arrived
it was forwarded to me. Your letter met a welcome
reception. I am always glad to hear from you by
letter, and a personal interview with you would
shall be more highly prized. Through the goodness
of God I have been enabled to get out of Press 3000
copies of the Book of Doctrine & Covenants and in
ess ¥her 48 hours after the sheets went to the

. -
TS vl e T mdeman A el Lo el ~de Qdndel mevmcmes 1T S o
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London and secured the copy right and got a certifi-
cate of the same. I had to enter it according to

144351 fFord Woodruff to his parents, July 22, 1845,
located in the HDC.
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the New Act passed in 1844 whichAreQﬁires the person

who publishes the work to f£ill up a certain printed

document and appear in person, present the Book and

sign the document in the presence of the Clerk of

the Stationers Hall. The person so securing copy

right can sign over said copy right to any person

afterward whenever it is required and it will be

lega1.145 ’

It is a little surprising to note that by the end of
1845 only forty-one of the three thousand copies had been
46

sold.i“ Even at that, the book would at least help put to
rest slanderous articles, thatwere in circulation in England,
ebout a "secret book" that included in its pages, "heresy,

blasphemy, slavery, and treason."147'

SECOND EUROPEAN EDITION, 1849

The historical background on this edition is quite
meager due to the fact that there is no journal available
for Orson Pratt, the publisher, for the year 1849. The
manuscript History of the British Mission has no entry about

the D&C except for what is - found in the Millennial Stare.

The May 15, 1849 issue contained this notice: "The Book of

Doctrine and Covenants are all gone, but soon will be

reprinted."148 This ad ran in all issues until November 15,

145w:i.lford Woodruff to Brigham Young, August 1, 1845,
located in the HDC.

146Manuscript History of the British Mission, Janu-
ary 20, 1846, p. 32, located in the HDC.

147354, , June 22, 1841, p. 4.

148y511ennial Star [Liverpool, Englandl, May 15,

1849, p. 160.
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1849, when the following ad was printed:
The "DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS" are now ready. An

additional index has been formed in the order of the
date in which the several revelations were given.149

THIRD EUROPEAN EDITION, 1852

On October 12, 1849, the First Presidency issued a
general epistle to the Church, and in it, Elder Franklin D.
Richards of the Quorum of Twelve was called to assist Orson

Pratt in England.iso Shortly thereafter he was called to

succeed Elder Pratt and preside over that mission.151 He
labored as president of that mission until the spring of
1852.

In May of 1851, Elder Richards had reported that
nearly all copies of the D&C were gone, but with help, a new
edition could be published: ". . . by the opening of next
emigration seascn."152

Unlike the previous two European editions, this oné
was made into stereotype plates so that future editions
could be made from them.

Elder Richards reported in a letter to Brigham Young

on February 24, 1852 that the D&C was in the process of

1491134, , November 15, 1849, p. 351.

15031p3i4d., April 15, 1850, pp. 118-122.

151James R. Clark, Messages of the First Presidency,
II (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, Inc., 1965), 47.

152Manuscript History of the British Mission, May 15,

1851, pe. 1, located in the HDC.
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stereotyping.153 By April, when he was preparing to leave
for Utah, the work was not yet completed; howevef, he
arranged to have Elder Samuel W. Richards finish it.154
Elder Samuel Richards and others had already been helping
with the publication by reading the proofsheets as they came
from the printer.155

In a letter written by Samuel W. Richards and George
A. Smith, dated September 3, 1852, a report was made on the
work accomplished by Franklin D. Richards:
He had just closed a bargain for the printing
and stereotyping of the Book of Doctrine and Cove-

nants, which I immediately went to work ugon, and
had it through the press some time since.

FOURTH EUROPEAN EDITION, 1854

Orson Pratt was called in a special conference held
on August 28, 1852, to preside over the Church in the
eastern part of the United States.157 Part of his mission
was to raise money to finance the printing of the Book of

Mormon and the D&C. t is not clear if the plans called for

1SBJournal History of the Church, February 24, 1852,
located in the HDC.

1A
Loz

Manuscript History of the British Mission,
April 7, 1852, located in the HDC.

155Samuel W. Richards Journal, March 10, 11, 22, 24,
1852 located in the Merriot Library, Unlver51ty of Utah.

156peseret News [Salt Lake City, Utah], December 25,
1852, p. 10.

157

James R. Clark, op. cit., 100C.
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him to publish them in the United States or in England.

From the correspondence, it seems that it was left up to

Elder Pratt.158

An interesting sidelight of Orson Pratt's work is
found in a letter to Brigham Young, and written from St.

Louis. Elder Pratt had gone there to meet some men of

means in hope of securing finances for his publications.159

He wrote:

Charles B. Thomson is publishing a monthly paper
in which many revelations are printed, purporting to
be revealed by an unknown personage, calling himself
"Baneemy'" which you will at once recognize as one .of
the fictitious names, which Joseph substituted for
the real names in certain revelations in the Book of
Covenants. Thomson is sending out his teachers, &
they have already introduced many scores, in dif-
ferent parts, into their organization. Their com-
mittee consisting of Wm Marks & others, have, I
understand, located their place of gathering near
Kanesville.

When the Kirtiand edition of the Book of Cov. was
arranged for the printer, it was considered best to
substitute fictitious names toc for the real names
contained in certain revelations relative to a
stewardship or firm; & this was done that their
creditors in Cainhannoch (New York) should not take
advantage of this church firm; But now, as the firm
no longer exists, and the members of it are mostly
dead either temporally or spirituaily, Would it not
be wisdom to publish in our next edition the real
names of places, things, & persons as they are con-
tained in the original manuscripts? This will not
only expose Charles B. Thomson's organization, but
will be a great satisfaction to the saints. The
sections containing these fictitious names, are as

e B B S i Ry ¥~ Q7 (oW Q7 [eYea] 1N TE armvs mlamesyT 3
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think proper to have the real names restored, I

158Orson Pratt to Brigham Young, January 31, 1853,
located in the HDC.

159Orson Pratt's Papers, February-April, 1853,

located in the HDC. Four promissory notes totaling $2500.00.
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should be pleased to have brother Bullock, or some
one, copy from the original manuscripts the real
names & send them by mail to me. Washington citye.
The most of these names I recollect, but some I have
forgotten. I rejoice greatly in the mission you have
given me, & hope that I may perform the duties of the
same with honor to the cause.

The fictitious names were retained, however, until
1876, since such an alteration required additional stereo-
typing and, therefore, additional time and expensee.

Orson Pratt spent much of his time in the remainder
of 1852 preparing articles for a monthly paper called The
Seer, that he published in Washington, D.C. But’Brigham v
Young wrote tc Elder Pratt in October that he wanted thé new
edition of the D&C published as quickly as possible. Orson
Pratt then went to work investigating costs and reported:

After carefully comparing the lowest estimates
which I obtained, including the quality of paper
and the expense of the transportation of the stereo-
type plates and the duties on the same, with the
English prices, I am persuaded that there would be
nothing gained by getting the job done in this
country.

And taking all things into consideration, I have
concluded to get both printing and binding done in
England and ship them to New Orleans and St Louis,
and receive the benefit of the draw back in England
and pay the duties in this country. By taking this
course, I am in hopes to have the whole 30000 in St

Louis ready to cross the plains in the spring of
1854.161

The Journal History for March 4, 1853 records

1800 son Pratt to Brigham Young, November 20, 1852,

located in the HDC. See also Orson Pratt to Brigham Young,
December 31, 1852, located in the HDC.

161Orson Pratt to Brigham Young, January 30, 1853,
located in the HDC.
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Elder Orsnn Pratt was then preparing to leave for England to

print the D&C. By May thirtieth, he had arrived in England

and accomplished much of the work he had gone there to do.

He wrote on that date to Brigham Young:

The printing of the hymn bock is now nearly
finished. Estimates have been obtained from London
and other places for the book of Mormon & book of
Covenants I have not yet decided where I shall get
it done. These works will be forwarded to St Louis
in care of Horace L. Eldridge and will be ready to
be sent over the plains next springe.

The 30,000 books will weigh including the boxes
between 8 and © Tons. It will require about ten or
eleven waggons to take them to the valley, including
provisions & luggage for the teamsters. All the cost
of printing, binding, duties, and other expences. from
this to St Louis, I do not think, will exceed $7000
It may be a few hundred dollars less.

- L 4 - L L - - * L J - L] > Ld - -« * L4 L ] L J ® e ® - L J L J L J L 4

If I should not be able to make any further
loans, I shall necessarliy have to get out very
small editions of the book of Mormon & Covenants,
that is, go as far as the $3000 will permit.162

Part of the financial dilemmalmentioned in this

report was solved by giving five hundred copies each of the

new edition to some of those who had provided money.163

These they could dispose of and keep the profitse.

By September, 1853, Orson Pratt was back in Washing-

ton, D.C., and reported by letter to Brigham Young:

I have made arrangements in England for the
printing and binding of 10000 Hymn books, 3000
books of Mormon, and 3000 books of Covenants:
and have left money with S.W. Richards to pay the
expences of the same; I have also directed him to

162Orson Pratt to Brigham Young, May 30, 1853,

located in the HDC,

1834511 ennial Star [Liverpool, England], November 12,

1853, p. 728.
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keep an accurate account of all other contingent
expences attending them, such as making boxes,
packing, cartage, &C., &c. which he will pay from
the monies I left in his hands. I have also
directed him to ship them all to Horace L. Eldredge
of St Louis. I shall endeavor to leave funds in the
hands of brother Eldredge to pay the freight from
Liverpool to St Louis, also to pay duties, cartage,
storage, &c., at St Louis. All of this will swallow
up the most part of the 3000 dollars of funds which
has been in my hands « + « «

I have not altered the fictitious names in the
boock of Covenants for the original ones, as it

1

A o = 3 I Ly 4
weculd interfere toco much with the stersctype plates.

164

Further developments of the shipment are given in

letters dated December 13, 1853, and April 3, 1854:

It has been concluded to send to the valley this
present season 5000 Books of Mormon, 5000 books of
Covenants; & 10000 Hymn books. Should you want 5000
more of each of the first two works, they can, with
a few months ggtice, be forthcoming, as they are
stereotyped.1

According to your counsel; I requested bro.
Richards to make arrangements with the emigrating
Saints to transport the books across the plains.
But he informed me under date of Feb. 17th that he
and brother Spencer had made considerable enguriry
among the Saints to effect this object, but all to
no purpose. I, also, according to your wishes,
requested Elder Richards to hasten the work and
forward the same as eariy as possible, but the work
has been delayed much longer than what he expected;
and was not shippaed until the fore part of Marchj;
the vessel alsc was detained in port until the 11th,
the period of his last communication. She had on
board 396 Saints under the care of Robert Campbell.
If she should have a long passage, it would be late
in May, before Bro. Eldridge would obtain the cases.

[ ° e L] L J L ] o . L J L ] L - - Ld L] L4 . L] - - o L * - * o L ]

I also requested him to use every exertion with
the Saints to carry out your counsel in regard to

164Orson Pratt to Brigham Young, September 10, 1853,

located in the HDC.

165Orson Pratt to Brigham Young, December 13, 1853,

located in the HDC.
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their transportation across the plains; but I have
just received a communication from him, stating that
"jt will be very difficult to get them freighted, as
every one seems to have all and more than they can
take. 166

Finally, the books arrived at St. Louis, and Orson
Pratt reported again to Brigham Young on their progress.

The church books arrived safely in St Louisj; all
the expences up to that time on them amounted to
something over $4000. Bro. Eldredge sent them to
Fort Leavenworth hoping to have waggons & teams suf-
ficient to bring them over the plains this season,
but finding it impossible, he ordered them reshipped
to Weston, where they are safely stored until a
future time. There were 33 cases of the books stored
& 12 cases of other merchantise. I have been in-
formed that 2 cases of the books are in waggons and
will be brought on. The 45 cases while lying at
Fort Leavenworth, were not under cover, but were
exposed to 4 or 5 very heavy showers, but whether
their contents were damaged is not known.167

The date of the arrival of'the books into the valley
is not known; but they must have been greatly apbreciated,
since it had been over eight years since any had been made
available to the saints in the United States in a great

guantitye.
FIFTH EUROPEAN EDITION, 1866

This edition of the D&C was published by Brigham

Young, Jun. while he served as the mission president in

Europe. He kept a journal when in Engiand, but made no

166Orson Pratt to Brigham Young, April 3, 1854,
located in the HDC.

1875 son Pratt to Brigham Young, June 29, 1854,
located in the HDC.
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mention of publishing the D&C, with the exception of this:

I have been compelled to expend considerable in
buying paper for Books Mormon, Doc. & Cov. Spencers
Letters Voice of Warning and .alsc to send money to
New York.168

The Millennial Star and the Manuscript History of the

British Mission are also silent on the events that led to
this edition. It was, of course, a stereotype copy of the

1852 edition with no change in content.
SIXTH EUROPEAN EDITION, 1869

This edition is another stereotype copy of the 1852
edition. It was published by Elder Albert Carrington while
he served as mission president. All records are silent on
the events leading to its publication, including the journal
kept by Albert Carrington. When it was finished, this notice

was placed in the Millennial Star:

The new edition of the Doctrine and Covenants is

now readiré bound in morocco extra, calf, gilt edges
or roan. E

1876 EDITION

January of 1875 found Orson Pratt laboring on a pro-
Ject to greatly revise the text of the D&C. Acting under

ne sections into

SRS . B
cuncd 9 08 Jdaviaed [

1688r;gham Young, Jun. Journal, March 7, 1866,
located in the HDC.

1894i11ennial star [Liverpool, Englandl, December
1869, p. 789.
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verses and added several sections not previously found in
the D&C. The Historian's Office Journal records:
Elder Orson Pratt has been engaged, at times,

for several days, in recopying and arranging the

order in which the revelations are to be inserted in

the edition of the Book of Doctrine and Covenants,

now in the hands of the printer. By the counsel of

President B. Young, Elder Pratt has divided the

various revelations into verses and arranged them

for printing, according to the order of date in

which they were revealed. Elder Pratt has also, in

a few cases, restored the original names as they

were first given in the manuscripts, enclosing them

in parentheses 1mmed1ately following the fictitious

names that were, for a wise purpose, substltuted in

the preceding editions.17

The record is silent on any further work done by

Orson Pratt on this edition until May 1, 1876, when an entry
was made again in the Historian's Office Journal that Orson
Pratt was revising the proofsheets. From that date until
October 11, regular entries are made in this journal con-
cerning proof-reading and indexing the new edition. Orson
Pratt and Gus Mast Clarke were the two men involved in the
work. Elder Pratt made notations in his 1854 D&C to indi-
cate how the sections were to be divided into verses. He
also wrote new introductions to many sections in this same
copy of the D& C. Figure 8 is a typical page from this D&C
showing his notes. Figures 9 and 10 show his notes in the

index, which notes include the insertion of several sections.

m mamam S Losson  omem e e R T e 1 e o
The Millennial tar announced the publiication as

early as June 26, 1876:

70Hlstor1an 's Office Journ2l (July 7, 1874-November

14, 1875), p. 70, located in the HIT.
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The Book of Doctrine and Covenants, now out of
print, will be ready, if nothing unlooked for occurs
to prevent, in two months from now. The new edition
is revised, re-arranged, according to the dates upon
which the revelations were received, and is divided
into sections and verses, in a somewhat similar style
to the construction of the Bible. It will also con-
tain several revelations that have not appeared in
any former edition.171

This new edition (the first one published in the
United States since the 1846 Nauvoo edition) was published

by the Deseret News in Salt Lake City. The Deseret News ran

the following announcement on September 27, 1876:

We now have in the press, and expect to be able
to issue some time before the approaching Semi-
annual Conference, a new and revised edition of the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants. It will be a work
of nearly 500 pages, in large clear type, printed on
a fine quality of paper, and substantially bound in
cloth and leather, the type, paper and binding
materials have been imported expressly for the worke.
A plate of tasteful design has 2lsc been specially
made for embossing the back and sides of the book.

A number of revelations not published in former
editions have been incorporated in this, the dif-
ferent sections have been divided into numbered
verses, and it includes a full and comprehensive
index. In fact this edition has a variety of acqui-
sitions that will be valuable to students and general
readers. ' :

There have been a variety of causes for the delay
that has occured in the publication of this work,
which has required much labor and care in its prepa-
ration and the expenditure of a considerable ammount
of means. However, as will be seen by the advertise-
ment, in another column, we have glaced the price
for copies as low as admissable.172

The prices quoted in the advertisement referred +o

17151 1ennial Star [Liverpool, England], June 26,
1876, pp. 413, 414.

, 172peseret News [salt Lake City, Utahl], September
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were $2.00 and $2.50. On October sevehth, the Deseret News

announced the book was ready for sale.
The additional revelations in this edition included
what are now Sections 2, 13, 77, 85, 87, 108-111, 113-118,

120-123, 125, 126, 129-132, and 136--a total of twenty-six.
PROPOSED 1877 PHONOTYPE EDITION

The Historian's Office Journal records on July 16,

1877:

3 pem. Elder Orson Pratt being called to go to
Europe to superintend the printing of the Doc. &
Cov. and Book of Mormon, Br. John Jaques is
appointed to officiate in his stead in the office
during his absence. Bro. J.J. in coffice receiving
instructions from O.P. as to duties.:/3

For three days previous to this entry, Orson Pratt had spent

his time indexing the DaC. ’? He left Salt Lake City on

July 18, and was preceded by a letter from Brigham Young to
the mission »resident, Joseph F. Smith. He wrote:

We think that it is probable yocu cannot do better
than print an edition of the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants and Book of Mormon, on the paper of which
you .send a sample, the quality of which we approve,
and consider it good enough for both books. We
intend to have the Book of Doctrine and Covenants
sterecotyped, with the addition of short alphabetical
table of contents, on which brother Orson Pratt is
now engaged. If you will make all of your arrange-
ments to have both these books printed, about the
time you are ready to commence you will find brother
Pratt at your side, who, from the work he has already
done on these books, better understands what is

17345 storian's Office Journzl {(June 9, 1877-February
28, 1879), p. 12, located in the HDC.

17%1pid., pp. 11, 12.
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needed to direct the printer than anyone else pos-
sibly can without long study.l 5

Elder Pratt arrived in England on August ninth:

With the steamship "Montana," on Thursday night,
August 9th--Elder Orson Pratt arrived from New York
and Sait Lake Citv, having left the latter city July
18th. Brother Pratt is in England to superintend
the republication of "The Book of Mormon," and "The
Doctrine and Covenants;" the preparatory work for
this purpose has engaged Brother Pratt's attention
for some time previous to his leaving Salt Lake
City.176

Orson Pratt, speaking of his assignment, said:

T am not on a mission specifically to preach, but
am preparing the "Book of Mormon" and "Doctrine and
Covenants" for publicatiocn in the phonotype charac-
ters adopted by Mr. Pitman and others. Thought there
was sufficient union among the Saints to establish
this reform--a reform which the lack of union in
England and the United States prevents. It was noc
the intention to discard the old system at present,
but to retain most of the characters of the old
alpnabet.?

Brigham Young passed away on August 29, 1877. His
two counselors wrote to Orson Pratt and Joseph F. Smith the

same day informing them of the death.178

With President
Young's death, plans for this phonotype edition also died.
Orson Pratt returned to Salt Lake City on September 27, 1877
with Apostle Joseph F. Smith in order to attend the Cctober

general conference, and did not return to that country until

175Manuscript Historv of Brigham Young (Vol. 3, July-
September, 1877), pp. 2369, 2370, located in the HDC.

176Manu5cript History of the British Mission, August
S, 1877, located in the HDC.

1771n34., September 2, 1877.

178 5ames R. Clark, op. cit., II, 295, 296.
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December, ‘1878.179

1879 AND 18380 EDITIONS

Orson Pratt's mission to Engiand late in 1878 was to
print a new edition of the Book of Mormon using electrotype
plates. While there, Elder Pratt considered the possibility
of doing the same for a new edition of the D&C. Permission
to do so would have to come from Salt Lake City, and so
correspondence on the subject kegan. Fortunately, many of
the letters have survived to this date, and tell the complete
historical background to this proposal. Elder William Budge,
President of the European Mission, firstwrote to John Taylors:

Bro. Pratt would be pleased to know your mind in
regard to his getting "Plates" for the "Doctrine and
Covenants" while in London. He suggests the idea of
having "Plates" for that work from the same Type,
and pages of the Same Size as of the "Book of Mor=-
mon," that the two Books may be uniform in length
and width. The Tvpe being smaller than that used in
the late edition published in Salt Lake City would
make a Book of about 300 pages. Bro. Pratt requests
me to ask your instructions in regard to the above
at your earliest convenience, and also any instruc-
tions you may wish to give in regard to an Index,
providin?szou conclude to have the work done at
present.*

Orson Pratt also wrote to John Taylor about a month

later:

Bro. Budge has undoubtedly written to you res-
pecting another edition of the Doctrine & Covenants
for this country. It is thought bkest; 1f it meets

179Historian's Office Journal, Op. cit., pp. 45, 246.

~ 180y;3135am Budge to John Taylor, February 25, 1879,
lccated in the HDC, '
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your approbation to get out an edition in minion
type, or the same as that in which the B. of M. is
printed. It will much reduce the veol. in size, and
make it much more convenient for the missionaries
and others to carrye.

Electrotyping we consider to be very cheaply
done in London. If you should counsel this edition
to be got out, shall it be done in Minion? If you
will have it electrotyped, there will be no type to
purchase.

Would it not be well, to incorporate in the edi-
tion the Book of Abraham, and alsoc, ané that portion
of the New Translation of the Bible which is in the
"Pearl of Great Price?" It will dispurse with the
necessity of re-publishing the Rearl latter pamphlet
in this country. If it should be thought that it
would swell the vol. to an inconvenient size, would
it not obviate the difficulty by leaving out the
"Lectures on Faith," and substituting ancient reve-
iation in their stead? If it were deemed necessary
at any future time, to republish the "Lectures on
Faith," it could be done in pamphlet form. These
are merely my own cognitations. Bro. Budge would be
very glad to learn your mind on these subjects before
any measures are taken for re-publication; and be
assured, that I shall be most hapr to carry out any
instructions which you may impart.

Before this letter from Orson Pratt reached Salt Lake
City, Elder Budge's proposal was taken by John Taylor to a
meeting of the Quorum of Twelve on March 12, 1879. Their
reaction and recommendations were favorable, so a telegram
was sent the following day to Elder Budge: "Quickmore, Liver-
182

pool. Pratt not return till advised.” On the same day

President Taylor alsc wrote to Orson Pratt:

At the mesting of ocur Quorum yesterday, the sub=
ject of publishing a new edition of the book of Doct-
rine and Covenants was talked over at considerable

181Orson Pratt to John Taylor, March 1, 1879,
located in the HDC.

182John Tayler Letterbook (August 16, 1878-May 27,
1879), pp. 615, 616, located in the HDC.
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lengthe Bro. Brigham Young stated that the Deseret
News would shortly be out of its present edition, and
it was considered the better policy to have you get
out a2 new edition with duplicate electrotype plates
than to have it again set up at the "News" office.

It was therefore decided to immediately communicate
with you by cablegram and letter on the subject.

After due deliberation we came to the following
conclusions, which were sustained by an unanimous
vote:

That before returning from England Bro., Orson
Pratt get out a new edition of the book of Doctrine
and Covenants, with duplicate electrotvpe plates.
One set to be forwarded to this City, the other set
to be retained at the Liverpool Office.

That the type, as near as practicable, the same
size as that of the last American Edition.

That the long table of contents in the last edi-
tion be cmitted, but that in the place thereof there
be a good full index.

That it be printed with marginal references, the
matter for which e understand you have with you in
England. '

Bro. Frances Cope will leave here in a few days
to succeed Bro. Nibley in the Liverpool Office, we
will send bv him a copy of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants in case it should happen you hage no copy with
vou to place in the printer's hands. 183

When Orson Pratt's letter of March first arrived in
Salt Lake City, President John Taylor wrote the following

to President Budge:

A few days ago we received a letter from Elder
Orson Pratt, dated March ist, suggesting several
alterations in the proposed new edition of the book
of Doctrine and Covenants; after carefully consider-
ing the matter, the Council decided to adhere to
their former decision, as previously conve¥ed to you
in our letters to yourself and Bro. Pratt,.284

From this reply, Orson Pratt's proposals to include the "Book

of Abraham.," "Rook of Moses," and "Matthew 24" from the Pearl

183560nn Tavlor Letterbook, ibid., pp. 612-614.

184

Ibid., F~ 658
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of Great Price, and to delete the "Lectures on Faith" in the
proposed edition of the D&C, were not passed by the Quorum
of Twelve. However, Elder Pratt seems to make another bid
to make these changes in his reply to President Taylor's
letter quoted above. In this letter, Elder Pratt also makes
comments about the extensive footnotes, marginal references,
and other mechanics of getting the new edition out.

I also received, (yesterday March 31st,) your
letter dated March 13th, in relation to the Electro-
tvyping of the Book of Covenants. I wrote to you, a
few weeks since, on the subject, suggesting the pub-
lication in the same type as the present Electrotype
edition of the Book of Mormon with the same size
page, so as to maintain a uniformity in the two
Books: and thus save the expence of buying & new
fount of type of another size. I also suggested
leaving out the "Lectures on Faith,”" and adding in
their stead, that part of the New Translation from
the Creaticn to the flood, with the great Vision of
Moses and also the Book of Abraham as published in
the Pearl of Great Price. And that the "Lectures on
Faith," if necessary, could be re-published in pam-
phlet form by themselves. And thus, all the reve-
lations of Joseph would be incorporated in these two
remarkabie Books, with the exception of the New
Translation of the Scriptures. But in the midst of
Counsel there is safety: I shall, therefore, take
pleasure in carrying out the unanimous Counsel of
the Apostles, and unless further advised, will,
towards the last of May or first of June, purchase a
new fount of type preparatory to the Electrotyping
of the duplicate sets of plates, as specified in
your letter.

I am pleased that the lengthy table of Contents
is to be left out; and that a good Alphabetical Index
is to be substituted, A part of the Index was pre-
pared nearly two years ago; but it will require a
few days more to complete it.

There is one thing more of much importance which
I will now refer to. You desire Marginal References
to be published as has been done in the Book of Mor-
mon: this is much to be desired by all, that there
may be a uniformity kept up, and that all may be
supplied with a ready method of referring to paral-
lel passages. But alas! There has not yet been a
scratch of a pen--not even a beginning to get up







