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The Holy Order in Nauvoo

In the Spring of 1835 Joseph Smith introduced the Church's first
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i
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temple ordinances (washings, anocintings, wzaning of the feet, and the .

solesn assexbly) in‘the Kirtland Temple. Accorpanying theose ordinancces

AN
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was 3 pentecostal outpouring of the Spirit of God, wnich constituied a

divinely promised endowment from on ligh. Apparcntly the Praophet
Al

¢

intended the adminiatration of these ordinancos to tacone an annual

E

function of the Prie:thood.1 After the second solecmn zsseably, held

in 1837, the enticipated annuzl scrvices did not continue. Instead the

Fazs Mot (= Vi all

Xirtland Tecple ordinances assumed a secondary status, becomzing

"initiatory™ rites to a body of richly symbolic cercrnonies introduced
by-the Prophet at *auvoo iﬁ the 18%0's, These new ordinances refilected
the expanding horizon of Joseph Smith's ;i;ioﬁ of the Kingdom of God,
which he saw as an eternzl, covcnant-bound, patrizrchal society., The
new ordinances included: a proxy baptisa for the dead; a wa2shing and
ancinting ritual bestowinpg a proqisc to become kings i&nd priesis unto

God; xn erndowment drama containing lecturcs, signc ard tokcns; and oaths
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and covenants necceasary to recnter God's presence; 2 sealing ceremony

Joining familics together in eternal patrierchal unitc; an adoption

rite linking men to men in an cndless priecsthood lineage; and a sccond

anointing confirming the contigent blc:singﬁ of the initial wzshing

and inointing:z




Prophet initielly

Individuals who rcceived these ordin:nccq frem Joscph Sxmith recorded
thcif:eip;f;éﬁéﬁswlﬁ”dié}iés;.5;;rﬁni§:'and léticrd,'o}ﬁcn using personel
cadc:; ;ymbola, shorthand, abbreviations, or eryptic ph}asc:. Since the
Prophet imbucd in those he endowed a pacrosanct regard for the ordinences,
puch atiempts at secrecy‘aré not unusual; Ecceuse of this, it i=
nearly impossible to detersine pracisely the exect date on whiceh the
officiated in any of the new ordinances., Perhaps Hcger

C. ¥Yimba2ll sensed this unique situztion, when he placed the-rcminiscencc:

of his com initiztign under the hesding, "Sirange Eventas“}“

7

The Eoly Order of the Holy Priesthood

At what point Joseph Smith* begen to consider adainistering the
ordinances is not ¥nown. Clearly such a3 his feeling by April 28, 1842,
3hen £% a meeting of the newly orgenized Female Relief . Society of Nauveo,
"He spgﬁé.;r delivéring fhe keys of thc_P?;g;tﬁood to the Ch;:ch, and
said that the fzitnful ;smber: of the Relief Soéiety should receive

them in conneciicn vwitn their husbands."h

On 2y &, 1842, thes Prophct

wel with nine 2ssocietes in the upper roon over his store: Eyruam Stith,

loaw

Assceciate President and Presiding Pairiarch to the Church; Villien i

Scceond Counselor in the First Presidency; Dripghzim Young, Hcﬁer C. Kimball,

and Willard Richards, members of,{%c Quorum of the Twelve; Williem Marks,

President of the HNauvoo Stake; Newel K. Vhitney, General Eishop to the

~

Church; George Pdller; General Bishop and President of the MNauvoo Hirh

Priests Quorua, and James kdams, close friend of the Prophct.5 The

Prophet instructed the men "in the principles and order of the =
priesthood, atiecnding to washings and znointinga, endo.rments, and the

cormunication of Ycys pertaining to the Aaronic Priesthood, and so on

v
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to thcghighcst orde® of ihe lelehizedek Pricathood, sclting ferth the
i »

S . £
order pertaining to the Ancient of Days.”
” ) -
. “Obviously Joseph Smith introduced one or more of the previously

. mentionad o:-'tnances, but which of them? Brigham Young wrote of

receiving Mis #wzshings, anointings, and endowments,”™ and years later
= /
. he clzborated further: "Joseph...gave us our instructlions as we passed

along from one departnent to another, giving us signs, tokens, penalties

-~

vith‘tha key words pertzining to those 5igns.”7 Protably on this

occzsion the Propnet 2dministered the initiztory ritea and the

endovment drama, He may heve also introduzcd other cercimonies, Hober

C. Ximball wrote that be “was iniciated inio the andlent order, was

washed pnd 2nnointed znd Sezlled 2nd ordained a Preast end so forth.“g
C2orze riller wrote: "Joseph washed end cnointed us kings 2nd priestis

— to 52!, »nd over the Fouse of Isrzel...2nd conlerred cn us the Palriarchal |

Priésthood.“g SucP statemonts susgest that the Frophet may have

initiated the 2doption cerecmony, or even a rudimenizry sccond a2nointing,
Curiously Joseph Smith met with most of these same men a ycar leter,

on iy 26, 1883, end readministcred the ccrerionics, or at least part of

“hex. 'An irdication thet he did not officiate in all of +the ordinances

introcuced the previous yeaé can be found in Prigham Young's history:

“The Prozhet Jdécph adninistered to us Lhe firsbt crdininces of'ihc
10 .

endowment . ™ In 1842 the men advanced to the "hicheat order of the

}zlchizedel Priesthood,” %+ on this occasion they received only the "first

ordinences of the endowrrent.” Perhzps the men met to officizte in the

first, or initietory ordinance of washing, before beginning to administer

the rituals to others in Nauvoo.

Joseph Smith used 2 siwilar proccdure *

‘
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before cndouineg the Pricsthood dn the Rirtlend Temple, and Drigham

Young continued the practice before cndowing the Szinta in the Hauvoo

e

fcmplc.11

The nine men, cndowed by Joseph Smith in 1842 and 1843, became the
nucleus of » sclcct,compnpy of individuzls--those who reecived ;hcir
endovmants from the Prophct; Yembers of thia group referred to themseives
b} a bewildering varicty of names, including: company, quorws, council,

council of the quorum, special quarum, grand quorun, first gquorum,

" anointed quorum, quorum of the anointed, council pcrtaininz-to the Kigh

Prieathood, zneient order, order pertazining to the Ancient of Daya',
holy order, and holy ordar of the Holy Priesthood. Of 211 thes; names
the most common used by the members themseclves w2a siaply, "the quorum;”
By custom the group has comz to be called Lhe fnointed Quorum, or the
Holy Order. ~For the purpose of this paper the z2uthor has used the latter,
In Septexber, 1éh},‘Joscph Smith began bringing oéhers, including
wir==n, inke the Sely Order.  From then UA%il his death in June, 1844, he
adulialstered the eréinances %o nearly ceventy persons. (Seze Chart I.)
Mlthough most of tée Genaral Autnorities, igcluding “he First Presicdency,
211 of the Twalve kpostles, the Presiding Patricrch, and one of the First
Council of Sg?enty, received their cndovments, wost of the membzrs of

the Holy Order wcre ihe close friends arnd fomily of ihe Prophet. Theze

P
Ve

pcopchconsidcred it to be a schial blessing to belong to such an

exclusive society. Joseph Fielding wrote of the “privilege granted” to

~

hin and his wife to.bé endoved along with the Twclvc.12 Soon after his

initiation Heber C, Ximball wrote to Parley P. Pratt:



Y

o ey

o i

Drofher Joseph feela as well a3 I Fuer aseen him,

onc reason is he has got a Sm2ll company that he fecls

~gafe in thare hands. and that is not all he ecanopen

: his bosonm to and fecl him Self safe. I wish you was

Y here 30 as to fcel and heer fore your Self, wec have

received some pressiocus things through the Prophet on

the preasthood that would czus yocur Soul ta rejoice I

can rot give them to you on paper fore they are not to

te riten., So you ouat ccme and pet them fore your Self.13

During Jozeph Smith's lifeiims the loly Ordar mob bl-woslly, onca

en Jundey and again on & waek night, usually on Wedneaday or Thuraday,

Undar specizl circumstances they met more often, ZArpparently the

ropnet continued to meet with the Heoly Order until chortly beforc his

14 : : _
arrest and dezth, Usually the KEoly Order 2sseabled in the rocao over

the Prophel’s stiore, bu; they also..ci‘oc:nsionally 2t the Varsion
Fouse, the Hozz2stead, and B;igham Young's ﬁ;ﬁé:'hThégé veetincs came to
be called "prayer m=etings,™ Decause a memberagnce sL;tcd, that at a
fast mesting the Prophet told the Seints they did not ¥now how to pray

znd have their prayers answered, but to those he endowed he tazuzht the

5 . .
®true orcer of prayer." > At a prarer awciing, held on Septeztor 28,

1843, the Prophet organized- the Church's first prayer éirclc;'whcrc he

was by “couwimon consnent and unnnimouﬁ voice" sustained ca the "president
: g ;

of the guorun,™: Thereafter the lloly Order met "in en upper rocm

dedicated for thrt purpose, and preyed...repeatly in those mectingn.“17

Besidea preyer and ordinances Joscph Smith also pave the Holy Order

council and instiructions at the prayer meclings. Undcubtiedly most of
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{3 tcachings in thesc private meetings wore not weant for ihe generel

¢’

hurch m:mbeéﬁhip. Wilford Woodiuff stated that the Prophc:'n “mind
was opened by thg visions of the Aimighty, and the Lord taught him ceny
£ﬁ£né$ by vision .z2nd révelatlﬁkrﬁhdt’uere hévcr'taﬁ:it publicly in
his day; for the pcople could not bear the flood of intelligeice which
God poured into his mind."18 To the Koly Crder, however, he could .
‘unbosoa his inner thouchts, 2nd feel "safc in thare hends," as Heber
C. Kimball p;t it. Ocecasionzlly the diaries of mambers of the Holf '
Order provide 51impse$ of scme of the Prophet's tezchines, At one
przyer maeting the Prophet gzve "good insiructions in mockness and
hureility," téstifyinx‘thlt amonz the Holy Order the sclection of the :
144,000 had already ccmnéncsd.19 At anothgr rmecting, ¥hen William Law
was absent, he tazught "on the principles of integrity and shoued that
tha lack ef suvsizining this principle led men to apo;ta:y.“zo Others

besides ne Prophat taugnt at the prayer mactings,

Once YWilford
Voodruil spo¥e "upon the relationship,..towzrds our Preg=nitors &

posterity in the resurrection of the'dead.“?1

- On znother occzsion,

- when the Prophet was absent with illness, Brighazm Young instructied

the Holy Order on the necessity of follo&ing their file lezder znd

f"savior in all his laws and commandmcnts."22

Clezrly the Koly Order was not a looscly orgeanized or illdefined

groap. Individuzls beczme membars by peraonal invitation, and their

: ' i 718
initistion was by the administr

ation of specifie rituals, The group

hzed a president, suggestiing an organizational hierarchy. The mexbers

met on a fairly rogular basis, receiving ordinances and instructions in

their meetings. Horcover expulsion {rom the group was not by an
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arbitrary process, but by a t}pically “ormon proccdure, the rule of
conon cén:ent. Bathsheba ¥V, Smith deseribed the scene when the first
- ) -

‘mesber Lasréipcllcd:

I va2s present when Williem Law, Joseph Smith's
kT

counczlor, was dropped from the Quorwn by cach one

voting yes or no in his turn. He was the first

p=Tber dropped wno had received his cndowizents. One
reober hesitated to vote, which ezlled for earnest
remarxs from the Prophei Josepn. He showed clearly

that {% would ta dolng a sesious wrong to reteain

him longer, After this explanation the vote wos

. 23
wnaninous,

The seriousness with which moeshers of the Foly Order viewad

expulsion from theiriranks, can be founa in a stiatlement by Heter C,

¥i221l in Decexber, 1835: "About 4 yezrs ago-ﬁéft mzy nine persons
w.re edmitted into the Holy Order 5 are now living--B., Young--U.

-

Richards-George ¥iller--N.X, Vhitney & H.C. Kirball two arc dead
[Hyrum Saith and James Adams] and two are worse than dead [William Law

end Williem ¥arks) ."21‘

Tre Hol - Créder and the Council of Pifty/

The Holy Order Qas not the only clandestine group organized by
Joseph S=ith in Nzuvoo; there w2s elsc the Kingdom of God, or es it has
come to bz czlled the Coﬁncil of Fifty. The Propnct orgaznized this
Courzil, uﬁiéh w23 carposcd of approximately fifly wen, during‘the NCQL

of March 10, 18455, A3 with the loly Order, merbers of the Council of

. ::‘}ﬁ'h :
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> Ly referred to their fraternity by a varicly of nomnn,
2 2
ttempting to dicruise references to it in their Journals

anac tven

Lo

:

by apelling

rifty backwards, i.ec. council of YIFIF, Such devices:arce umnderatandable,

Bcﬁﬁu:c-ﬁé$£é}; consi{dercd the Council's revealed name to be sacred, if
not incffnblc.zs Comnonly m2mbers referrcd to the orzanization as

26

the Council, or the Kingdom.

Yhile tﬁ? Holy Crder Qas an ccclesiastical body, the Council 6f
Fifty was a-parapolilical organizztion, whose purpose extended beyond
the spirituzl boundzries of the Church. According to John_D. Lee, one
of the original cesbzrs, the Council was the "Municipal dapartmeﬂt of
the Kingdom of Cod et up on the ezrth, and from whieh all lzaw eminates,

for the rule overnnant & controle of all Nations Kinvdons & tourncs
1 B LN . L

2nd People under the whole Ee:vcns.“27 In 2a unrublished rcvelation

10 John Taylor the Lord stzted: "I have established my Xincdom to be a

shield and protection to my Church, to lezrn and ccuprchernd my law, and
i B

to nr2rry out oy purposes, that my will may be done on earth 2s it is
22z in hezven: the Church through the lew =nd Spirit of the Gospel to

preserve the viriue and purity of the Kinrsdom; and the Kinrcdom to

.*preserve and protect the Church from the arcressions of the wickred and

8
ungodly."z other member, Benjemin F. Johnscn, desceribed the

Council es the “outer wall or goveramenl around the inncr temple of

)
pri&sihood."‘g i

-

During the Xauvoo period the Council wrestled with the following
=ccular ‘problems: Joseph Smith's presidential campaign, the redresa of
wrongs inflicted on the Saints in Missouri; the formulation of plana

for the orderly rerovel of the Saints from Wauveo; and the invcsticatiu:f
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the "true foundxticns and principlea of all covernmean.“jo
2 :
For the mezbership of the Council of Fifly Jozcph Swith drew
upen his closest acsociates, ;hc'same 23 he did for the lioly Order.

As mizht be expceted he brought members ef the lioly Order into the

Council of Fifty. O the forty-six knoum members of the
pre—=fartyrdom Council, twenty-cight were also memters of the Holy

Drder. But memterchip in the Holy Order did not mean an automatic

invitatiion to the Coﬁncil of Fifty. There were ten men in the Holy

" Order who werz not in

the Council, including the tuo counselors of

tha First Presidency, Sidney Rigden and ¥Williem Law. (Sce Chart.II.)

Within thase two secret orgenizations tha Querur of the Twelve

accunied a unigue position--it was £he only priesthood guorum
corpletely represcnted in both th; Holf Order end the Council of
éifty.31 Such en unusual situati;n wzs not merely coincidental,

.becaure Joseph Smﬁth Qsed this guorum to forge an amzlgamztion of the

twn &roups under the zpostolic umbrella of the Twelve. Without
sa-h T

a

oresicht by the Prophet, 2 power sirugzle betiwzen the two
orrenizations, following the ilariyrcom, cculd have enveloped the

; .. it s . ?
» Church in a crisis vhich would have torn it npurt.3

Joseph Smith cormenced this amzlgamnation with the second

anointinzs of the Twelve. FErigham Young 2nd his wife, Mary Ann,

received their enointings on November 22, 18H}.33 Following this
enointing the Frophet dircciled Young to zdwinister sezond anointings
to each of tha‘Tw:lve_thcn living in Hauvoo. Between Jenuary 20 end

30, 1844, eight of the Apostles received this ordinance. Wilford

Voodruff reccalled this important period: “During Deevnver, 1043, and
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_tha Council of Fifty, '
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Jghunr}. Fcbnxﬁv. and Fareh, 1BMI, Jozcph Siaith give the Twelve Apostles

-

4helr Endownents, their First and Sccond Anointinga, and tazught them

P W
many things zppertaining to the Kinsdon of God."B— Oraon Hyde

deacrited the impact of these ordinancea on the Twelvca "To ua wecre
ém:nittﬁd.thc Yeya of ic Yinrdom and every gift, kecy, and power Joscph
cver had, confirmed up;n our hezds by an :mointi.ng."jS Having
béstowcd the keys qf the kingdom on the’Apostles through the fulnegs

of temple ordinances, the Prophet charged the Twelve to shoulder the

burdens of directing the Church 2nd Xingdem. The Prophat issued the

ao~geglled "last charge” to the Twelve before both the }igly Orcer and

Th= reeting of the Council of Fifty, in which Jesezh Smiih
cherged the Twelve, wa2s a momentous occasion, leaving a lasting

impression on 211 those pre:ent.36 Benjamin F. Johnson described

-the scene, when the Propnet "in the prescnce of the Quorun of the

Twelve znd others who were encircled around him" rose 2nd sooke
- - ' ?

3+ "
1%

a2t leagth 2bout "his life znd sufferings, and of the testimonies he
had borne, "> According to Wilford Hooa}vff he spoliz three hours
with “his fzce,..2zs amber, ana he was covercd with 2 pouwesr that
["oodruff]) had ncver seen in the flcsh biedopal o™ Finally the Prophet
“said that éhe Lord had now accepted his labors and sacrifices, and
did not reguire him any lonccr/ﬂg-carry “he responzibilities and

burden-znd bearing off of this kingdom, and turning to those around

him, including the 12, he 3z2id, 'And in the name of the Lord Jesus

© Christ I now plzce it upon you my brethren of the council and I shake

e |
my szirts clear from all responsibility from this time forth.'"’g
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T it unrcasonible to suggeat that the men, ineluding the Twelve,

=

who were "encircled aroﬁn¢“ Joseph Smith, were members of both the Holy
. ";Order and the Council of Fif;y} and that on this important occasion
they had formed a prayer ci;cle.. Johnson deoscribed the scene more as
a Sﬁectator than one in the circle around the Propheot, and that the
Prophet “rose® (from the attitude of prayer?) to address the Council.
Cicarly thera was a relaticnship tetween the ordinances received in
the ﬁoly_Order And‘the charge delivered before the Council of Fift;;
This relationship becoczes clearer once it is learned that the Prophet

repeated th: same charze Rglors thg Holy Order. Bathaheba W, Smith

descridad this aventt ' .

In the year 1844, a short tize before the ccath

of the Proghet Joseph SmithJ it was my privilege

to attend & regular prayer circle in the upper

roca over ﬁhe'Prophet‘s sfjrf] The;e were present
at this meeting most of the Twelve Apostles, their
wives, and a number of cther promineqL bretﬂfen

end their wives, On.that cccasion th; Prophet arose
and spoke at great length and during his romarks I
heard him szy that h; had conferred on the heada of.
the thi;e Apostles all the keys and powers
pertaining to the Pric:thood:/nhd that upon lle
heads of the Twelve Apostles the burden of the
kingdom re:ted{ and that they would have to carry

it.ho
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' Redently D. Mictdel Quinn has demonstrated that this leadership erisis
: ) i ]
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arose because Joseph Smith left no clear succession procedure before |

the general Churth mcﬁbcrship.ns By only hinting in public ot the

doctrinal and =-zanizational innovztions he was making in the privacy of

upper rooms, th- Prophet's actions further confusrd the poat-Mariyrdom

situation. With such a lack. of understanding among the Saints about

*these new develorments a challenge of the Twelve by men not fully

[

_aware of the new directions of the Church became inevitable. Indeed

it was remarkable, if not miraculous, that the majority of the Saints

: regponded fevoradly to the Twalva's claims, becausa &t required their
4otal "aoceptance of authority conferred upon a sclect group of )

. s 4 !

individuzls with, previous announcement or approval.” 7 !

In the cultifaceted struggle of succession the rcle of the Holy

= Order hes beesn mzsked by the Twelve's position in the Church heirarchy. l

Many statezents, cade by the Twelve concerning succession, only make

sense if they eres-placed in the context of the ordinances and charges

given 1o the Apostles before the Holy Order and the Council of Fifty.
The role of the Council of Fifty in successibn was minor, btut the Holy
Ordef played =2 significnntrpart in the crisis, particulerly in the
ettempts of Sidney Rigdon &nd Will¥am Smith to wrest control of the
Church and Kingdom from the Twelve,

In order to grasp fuliy Sidney Ricgdon's threat, it will be necesazry
to give the circuﬁstances of his Joining the loly Order., By 1843 Joseph
Smith had such little confidence in his First Counsclor that he made an
unguccenaful ettempt to remove him from the Firat Treaidency, and, i€ it

was not for William W, Phcips, Rigdon would have never been admitted to

I vp— s e




