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,ord that night of September 22, 1886, most of these men
have lived up to their covenant and promises in this
regard.

From that day to the present the Quorum of the
Twelve have had some of these men among their mem-
bership. These men were under a double responsibility.
If their acts became known it meant they would loose
‘their standing in the church and if they did not perform
those acts they became covenant breakers and thus
brought upon themselves the disfavor of the Lord.

KEYS OF THE PRIESTHOOD

President Taylor held certain sacred keys or author-
ity and a responsibility to act under Jesus Christ to
‘direct certain grand divisions of the Work of God on
Earth.
One was the Key to the Presidency of the Church,
which had been conferred upon him by Brigham Young,
‘who received it under the hands of Joseph Smith, who in
turn had it conferred upon him by messengers sent from
God. He also held the key to the Kingdom of God on
‘earth, which was in due time to direct and exercise gov-
€rning power over the temporal or civil powers of the
earth,
In that day the prophecy will be fully fulfilled
which says, “The Law shall go forth from Zion and the
‘Word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” The law representing
the temporal or civil government, and the word of the
‘Lord the spiritual government. The head of one to be
Zion, and the other Jerusalem.
This also throws additional light upon the dream of
Danijel Chapter 2, Verse 24, in which he saw the little
Stone cut out of the mountain without hands representing
the kingdom which the God of Heaven was to set up in
the latter days.

All the kingdoms represented by the members of the
image had been civil or temporal kings ruling over the

which were given to five members present. He then saig
“I would rather suffer my right hand to be cut off tha
to sign such a thing or my tongue to be cut out before
would sanction it.” He then stood and spoke for eiglh
hours filled with the spirit of the Lord. Among othe
things he told those assembled, that it had been show
to him that, although he would refuse to sign such
document that his successor would sign one like unf
it. And he told them of the conditions this action woull
bring about in the church; how they would drift int
darkness and error, and that the day would come whe
the church itself would take up the persecution againg
those advocating the living of the higher principles, ang
farther that they would even go so far as to cut thos
off the church who openly declared a belief in thes
things. He said, “The day will come when fifty per cent
of the church will apostatize because of unholy living
and non-payment of tithes, and of those who are lef
half of them will leave the church because of the prin
ciple for which we are in hiding; “and” I doubt if ter
per cent of the Priesthood will remain true to their coven:
ants.” i

PATRIARCHAL AUTHORITY SAVED
TO EARTH

After this meeting was dismissed five or six €
mained and President Taylor laid his hands on most 0
these and gave them a commission and put them undel
covenant to see to it that plural marriages would be per
formed, and that not a year should pass that childre!
were no born under that covenant; and conferred upd
them the sealing power of Elijah in its fulness.

Many other men were ordained to this power soof
afterward by President Taylor, or under his instructiol
before his death and put under a like covenant. Thil
action was taken as a result of the visit and under th
direction and instruction of Joseph the Prophet and the



98 LAMAN MANASSEH VICTORIOUS FULNESS OF TIMES .99

civil affairs of their people. And the kingdom which the
God of Heaven is to set up is one like unto them, which
is to take full charge of the governments of the earth,
as their head, when Christ comes to reign, as promised.
No church could well assume tlis part, as no doubt there
will be other churches upon the earth during that time,
and a just government would have to practice equality
and justice among the different creeds, and one of their
number would not be in a position to do this.

The organization known as the Kingdom of God
was organized by Joseph Smith under the direction of
Jesus Christ and consists of 48 High Priests and twe
‘honorable men of the earth making a council of 50 mem-
bers. The two men to represent the interests of the peo-
ple outside of the church and Priesthoed.

This organization has been upon the earth from the
day it was organized until the present time and is the
nueleus around which will grow the governing power to
take charge of the civil affairs of Zion, when all else is
anarchy and chaos, to save to the earth that knowledge
and learning and all the good that has been made known
and come down to us through the ages, to bear fruit in
the millennium.

This organization grows out of the church, but is
not the church, but is separate and distinct from it. (See:
Journal of Discourses, Vol. 2, Pages 309 to 310).

It is destined to govern the church and in time all
the nations of the earth in a temporal sense, not
tyrany and force, but by justice, guidance and merey and
love. ]

. What will be the operation of this kingdom of the
earth? With the light of the Priesthood ever beaming
from Zion, it should be happy and willing obedience to
this body led, guided and directed by the supreme;
protection for the helpless and weak, for the orphan, the
widow and the aged, against the tyrant and oppressor
Thus giving the earth the highest type of governmen
with Christ as King.

The other great and important key was the key to
the Patriarchal Order or Law, which was first bestowed
upon the head of Joseph Smith, Sr., by the Prophet
Joseph. All these keys and others are under the direction
of the keys to the Dispensation of the Fulness of Times,
which were conferred upon Joseph Smith, the Prophet.
“For unto you, the Twelve, and those, the First Presi-
dency, * * * * ¥ js the power of this priesthood given,
for the last days and for the last time, in the which is
the dispensation of the fulness of times. Which power
you hold, in connection with all those who have received
a dispensation at any time from the beginning of the
creation; for verily I say unto you, the keys of the dis-
pensation, which ye have received, have come down from
the fathers, and last of all, being sent down from heaven
unto you.” D. & C., Verses 30-32, Section 112.

The keys to the dispensation direct all the several
keys to different activities of the priesthood in the earth.
This grand key of the dispensation, which has the power
of directing all the others was conferred by the Prophet
Elijah jointly upon two men: First to Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdry. “Therefore the keys of this dispensation
are committed unto your hands.” D. & C. Sec. 110, V. 16.
These keys were never to be taken from Joseph
Smith in the world or the world to come; however, Hy-
rum Smith was given the appointment lost by Oliver
Cowdry. Hyrum Smith was released as councilor in the
first presidency and William Law was sustained and or-
ained in his place that Hyrum might fill a more im-
nortant office vacated by Oliver Cowdry. “That he may
act in concert with My servant, Joseph, and that he shall
eceive counsel from My servant, Joseph, who shall show
anto him the keys whereby he may ask and receive, and
be crowned with the same blessings and glory and honor,
nd priesthood, and gifts of the priesthood, that once
rere put upon him that was My servant, Oliver Crowdy.”
D. & C. Sec. 124, V. 95. :
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The keys of the dispensation seemed to be too great
a responsibility for one man to hold, so they were given
to two conjointly with Joseph Smith directing. But com-
ing under the keys of the dispensation were the other
three general keys: The keys to the Church, under which
were the keys to the apostleship and preaching the gospel
to every creature; the keys to the kindgom or temporal
rule, and the keys to the Patriarchal Law. Hyrum Smith
also held this last key, as his birthright from his father.
“That my servant Hyrum may take the office of Priest-
hood and Patriarch, which was appointed unto him by
his father, by blessing and also by right.” D. & C. Sec.
124, V. 91. Also “First, I give unto you, Hyrum Smith,
to be a patriarch unto you, to hold the sealing blessings
of My Church, even the Holy Spirit of Promise.” D. &
C. Sec. 124, V. 124.

There was a law in the church that this Patriarchal
Key should descend from father to son. But as the son
was not always worthy, in the event of no worthy son
being available it was conferred upon the oldest worthy
patriarch in the church. Thus it descended from Hyrum
Smith to John Smith, uncle to the Prophet, who held it
in trust until John Smith, the son of Hyrum should qual-
ify, as no man was counted worthy to hold this power who
did not live the Patriarchal Law of Marriage. It was sel-
dom conferred upon men who had but one wife.

President John Taylor before his death sent an
urgent message for Joseph F. Smith to return from a
mission from the Hawaiian Islands that he might in-
struct him in the conferring of these important keys so
that he might not make any grave mistake in this mat-
ter. Joseph F. Smith arrived at President Taylor’s bed-
side two days before the Prophet’s death; and Brother
Taylor told him that he would yet become president of
the Church, that he had conferred the keys to the King-
dom upon Brother John Woolley. He further instructed
him to see to it that when John Smith, the Patriarch,

was about to go to the other side to have him confer the
patriarchal key also to John W. Woolley to hold in trust
until one of the rightful lineage should be qualified to
hold this key.

He further told him not to confer the key to the
Presidency of the church upon anyone but to take it to
the other side when he died; explaining to him that it
would come down to him in the usual manner when he
came to the Presidency of the Church. These instruc-
tions were strictly adhered to.

These and other events helped fulfill the prophecy
of Isaiah Chapter 28, with regard to the stone or founda-
tion that the Lord promised should be laid in Zion for a
sure foundation. The great importance of this action on
the part of the Lord to work out his great plan is not at
first apparent. Why was it necessary to place the key
to the Patriarchal order where it became obscure or drive
it out in the wilderness, in other words?

IMPORTANCE OF PATRIARCHAL KEY
OR SEALING POWER OF ELIJAH

There never was a day or could there be a time that
a temple can operate successfully with all its sealing or-
dinances unless its operations are directed by a man hold-
ing and rightfully officiating in the fulness of the Priest-
hood, which to do a man must be living in the Patriarchal
Law or the Law of Plural Marriage. Now the authority
that seals children to their parents, wives to their hus-
bands, and the authority to perform plural marriages is
all the same authority. It is the highest and most import-
ant authority that has ever graced the earth. Only one
man on the earth at a time can hold its keys and it
directs the sealing power known as “The Holy Spirit of
Promise,” which is the only power in the Universe that
can make a tie that is eternal and that will endure and
not dissolve at death.






