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CHAPTER I1
i

introduction

books and articles about joseph smith the founder

organizer and prophet of the church of jesus christ of latter
L

day saints are numerous and varied in their esteem and in
i

their treatment of him his name has become known for good

and evil throughout the world as he was told that it would
j

be the church he organized more than a century ago with

six members signing the articles of incorporation now numbers
i

more than a million souls and this membership still bears
1

testimony of the divine mission of this man as a prophet

and a restorer of truth to the people of the world in this
I1

dispensation j

i

joseph smith suffered much persecutionDerse bycution inaugurat-

ing many new and revolutionary principles and doctrines during

the years from 1820 until his martyrdom in 1844 but the

organization he founded has gradually grown in numbers power

and influence until today it is recognized as one of the most

vital religions in the world

shortly after the time of his martyrdom his widowvidow

emma hale smith began to oppose vigorously the men whoutho had

been closest to her husband in the councils of the church and

to strike out against them when organized mobs drove the
mormon people out of illinois after they had shot and killed
joseph smith his wife remained to take up her abode in the

deserted city rather than move on with this persecuted people

kno m

po

i

wery



nerher son became its president A grandson also became a 1

I1

latterlatten
saintsisaints news clippings from newspapers published in illinois

i

2

who had already been driven from three other states
sixteen years after the migration westward by the main

body of latter day saints emma smith became a member of the
I1

reorganized church of jesus christ of latter day saints and
I1 I1

president and at the present time april 1052192 another grand-

son is now president of this church

the problem of this thesis concerns itself with the

questions why did emma smith oppose the men who were in the

leading council of the church and who were the closest friends
of her husband what was her attitude towards the church her

i

husband founded what kind of woman was she and what effect
j i

did she have upon her husband and the church he organized

it will be the purpose of this thesis to point out
1

some significant facts pertaining to these questions
i

gathered in the main from primary sources such as the

journal historyhistqy of the church of jesus christ of day

iowa and missouri at the time emma hale was living and from
i

the womanswomanlsdomans exponentEPo ofnent the same time A gleaning of material
has also been made from the six volume history of the church

and the comprehensive history of the church mormon source

books and the one volume story of the church and from the

four volumes of the history of the reorganized church of jesus

christ of latter day saints source materials of the reorganized
1

pre-sent

3.3
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more personal details in the lifelifilfe of emma smith

as recorded in this thesis are statements made by her mother

inlawin bylaw a granddaughtergrand anddaughter by her husband

the chapter on the ancestry of emma hale is not new

material but is a condensation from the book

posterity of joseph smith and emmaenma hale by a granddaughtergrand daughter

mary audentia smith anderson however as many of the sources
i

as werevere available in the library of the utah genealogical
i

and historical society mentioned by the author were checked
1

and were found accurate in every case

A major portion of this research was done in the

library in the lattylattlatter saintYday church office building and

consists of extracts from the journal history of the churchchurchychurche

this voluminous material was compiled by andrew jenson and

is organized in the chronological order of its happening it
is a rich storehouse of old diaries speeches letters and manu

i

scripts which are all original and valuable sources it is
not present day opinionsop butinis detailed narratives of events

as they happened from the organization of the church to the
i

present time

I1 am indebted to sister vesta pierce crawford for the

extensive research that she has done and for the use of her

unpublished notes the reading of which has helped me to have

a better understanding of the problem and quite a number of

e

ha
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h
quotations from these no have become a part of this thesis

so far as I1 have ten able to find out there has been

little done toward collecting and organizing and making avail-
able for future study the torystory of the lifelifilfe ofe emma hale smith
the wifwifebif of the prophet joseph smithsmithssmithe

E cecil mcgavin in his book nauvoo the beautiful
has a chapter entitled thtb smith widows and five agespages of
this chapter deals with eroa the elect lady and the outcast
mary audentia smith andersen a granddaughter of emma in her
book ancestry and posterity afpf josejjl smith and emma haleeale
has a chapter dealing with the genealogy of the hale family

emma is mentioned frequently in connection with the
story of her husband in such books as the historyhistorbistor of joseph

smith by his mother lucy mackkackvack smith and the story of the
church by inez smith davis ifit was tilethetiietlle journal history of

the churchy however in brjof and incidental articles about

her that the main portion of this material has been collected
one of the purposes of this thesis is to present as

much pertinent material as Is readily obtainable and make it
available under one cover much more could likelylirely be done if
more thorough research coul1cou14coula be made using the documents and

files of the reorganized church

dates used in this thesis have been checked by using

andrew jensons church chroiipiogychroijllogy as a standard
very little material has been found of emma smiths

1

tl en

e jc11-eph

an

P

em a

posteri

f JO

his ory

church

rea

A s

ben

t- ocy



5

ownoiolm writingsm with the exception of a few letters and a bless-
ing which she craved might be hers but these writings are

included in this thesis with an interpretation given which I1

feel helps to give some insight into her hopeshopesy ambitions

and desires
the problem of emma smiths attitude and actions

toward the church her husband founded is an extremely co-
ntroversial one with the two leading latter day saint groups

I1

taking opposite sides on a number of very important issues

both sides are represented where research material was

available

afew

ar-ing

troversial
ani-ng



lcharlescharlescharieschanlesicharles edwinedrinedvin booth booth and allied families new
york privatelyprivatel printed 1910 p 23

walehaieoaleoaie comes from the welsh and means

a moor the name hayle means a salt water river3
the hale families of kent have existed since the reign

of edward III111ili and early in the thirteenth century were

numerousaumaun inerous hertfordshireHertford shire

concordalconcordl

CHAPTER II11

ANCESTRY OF EMMA HALE

the wife of the prophet was of english descent she

was the third daughter and the seventh child of a family of

nine children born to isaac and elizabeth lewis hale of
harmony now oakland pennsylvania

t
j

her family genealogy has been traced back to john

heald the sixth generation from emmaenma who came from berwick

upon tweed county northumberland england he settled his
family at concord massachusetts and all of his posterity

t

1whowhoiwho remained in the vicinity of concord maintained the

spelling heald of the family surname 1 those who moved

away to other localities changed the spelling and we find in
the early new england records the following variations heale

hal hailed healed haild and heald 2

the surname hal hale

gener-ation

ho

hailed2 healed7

1cloty

2 ibidbid p 23

tV
of joseph smith and emma hale independence missouri herald
houfeHOUFC i291c2q P 293

ibid p 293

healie held hele heal hale halle haile haillebaille haule

omary audentia smith anderson ancestry and posterityPosteri
129

h- ouse

bibid

rivera
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smisni h

demily7emily C blackmanBlabia historyclanan of susquehannagliehanna county
philadelphia claxton remsen and haffelfinger 18737

ppap 100110100 110

bibid5ibid

7

john heald married dorothy andrewsAn anddrevis reared a large
familyfaifardilynily their son jershomgershom was born at concord but moved

from there to the state of connecticut and was the one to

change the spelling of the surname he exact time of the

change is not known jershomsJers sonhoms samuel was born at stow

or springfield and owned property there A transfer of a

deed at stow bears his signature as heldheld11 andanaang deacon thomas

hale signed a deed in 1678 as haile writing it also as heal
and hele reuben a son of samuel was born at oxford

connecticut he was the father of isaac hale who was the

father of emma hale smithsnith the subject of this dissertation
isaac hale was born at waterburybuny connecticut march

21 176371763.7 in the year 1780 at the age of seventeen he gave

service in the revolutionary war marching with colonel
0

ebenezer allensaliensallens command 0 about the year 1790 he joined an

immigrant train that went through pennsylvania after returni-
ng from this trip he married elizabeth lewis on september

the twentieth in the same year in the city of wells vermont

he and his wife made their home in harmony now oakland

pennsylvania and all of their nine children were born in
susquehanna county later nearly all of the children moved

ibid p 293 bid p 29

1

bid

6 the

waterbury

8

61bid 24
sus gliehanna

3

81bid

17637
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blackman

302

op citycitaitt ppap 100110100 110

8

to illinois
isaac hale was a farmer and a great hunter he made

a good living by procuring game and selling or bartering it9it5
elizabeth lewis halehaieeale mother of emmaenma was a member of

the methodist church and her name and her husbands are

still to be found on the class records of the methodist

episcopal church in the city where they lived 10 A lady

living at lanesboroLane whosboro knew emmas mother said 1 never
i

visited her but I1 thought I1 had learned something useful
i

i

her death occurred in 1842 in her 75th7thath year 1311

isaac hale died january 11 1831839 five and one half
years before the martyrdom of his famous soninlawson hisin
wife

law

followed him in death three years later or two and
i

one half years before joseph smithessmiths tragic death they

are buried in the back of the garden a request that was

made by hale just prior to his death this is now the mckune

cemetery

the epitaph over isaac haleshalosealosealeshaies grave reads

the body of issac hale the hunter like the
cover of an old book its contents torn out and
stripped of its lettering and gilding lies here
food for worms yet the work itself shall not be
lost and it will as he believed appear once more
in a new and more beautiful edition corrected and

Q
andersen op cit p 302

bidtbid

I

91nderson

101bid

llblacknian citt
101
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amended 12

unpublished notes on emma smith collected by vesta
fiercepiercepieree crawfordcrawf mostord of14o010140 thes-t items were told to herlieriierloer by
descendants of emma hale smith 220229

12unpublished

pde-scendants

12

scendants
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CHAPTER 111IIIlii
THE HALES OF HARMONY

july 1804 may 1829

the keystone state of the thirteen original colonies
pennsylvania was first settled by swedes in the year 1643

twelve years later the dutch gained control over it and in
1664 the english took over the colonies william pennperm the

quaker acquired a grant of land which had been given to his

father and he was given almost unlimited governing powers

over a great deal of the territory which now bears his fathersfat
name

herts
in 1683 pennperm made his famous treaty with the indians

i

and shortly afterwards many immigrants flocked to pennsylvania

because of the religious toleration assured under permspennspennis rule 1

pennsylvania was one of the thirteen original colonies

and the most centrally located during the american revolution

there are nine chief rivers in the state the sus-

quehanna being one of the most important 2 it is near the

banks of this river in the northeastern corner of the state
where isaac hale a connecticut yankee whorho had given service
in the revolutionary war and his wife elizabeth lewis decided

to settle dovndoando andvm call the place home this was probably

toward the close of the year 17901700 as he started for pennsyl-

vania soon after his marriage on september the 20th at wells

lloyd edwin smith neilnewnei7neinellnel international atlas of the
0ld chicago the geographical publishing co 136 p

bid

43

21bid

m-ostquehanna

7
li-oyd

3-6

modt



iblb

11

vermont isaac hale was twenty seven and one half years of

age at that time

susquehanna county is in the appalachian mountains
and there were rapids near the home where emma hale was
born there was also a neighboring natural cranberry
march there were oak forests north ol01101 the river and
some pine it was on this side of the river that isaac
hale and his brother in law nathaneal lewis lived near
each other

on the south were hemlock maple beech and hickory
the starucca is a branch of the susquehanna and is named
for an old indian tribe who lived in the vicinity
first jesse and then david emmaenma brothers were tax
collectors in this district david hale collected in
1820 1.818 for the townships of oakland and harmony
at five mills on the dollar of valuation in 1819 one
man paid 6 another 7 another 8 the heaviest tax-
payers paid less than 00 mirmreineln hale forwarded to the
state authorities a political document which said year
after year thousands of dollarsdoldars are vtung from the
pockets of our citizens in the shape of taxes 1 fishing
for trout and hunting were unsurpassedunsureunsurr inassed the district
starucca creek is in a wild country of ragged gorges
this was the creek that was noted for hunting and fish-
ing hales boys had to quit work an hour or two before
dark to grind the meal for supper at his door there
was a stump mortar and heavy wooden pestle worked by a
springpolespring halepole liked all bugs but humbugshumburgshum jessebugs
and david were drafted in 1814 and marched in captain
fred baileybaileysballeyballeys company to danville they were large
strong men emmaenma people were large and strong splen-
did physically they were great hunters three of
jessesjessedjessen sons were killed by rebels iniiiliilit the civil war

the youngest three of his six sons he also had four
daughters

captain joab T fell at fort donelson sergeant
frank fell at corinth and captain robert fell at
marietta georgia

jesse at home when a boy would kill panthers in
the woods once he killed 20 deer for the winterwintersvintervintenvinters
meat onceonj3e he brought home four young panthers dead
and then nexthext day went back and killed the mother

roads in this district in emmas time were very
rough and bad and there were few bridges over the creeks

emmas

60 70 80

emmas

youn est
ph-ysicallysicallycaily

voung

518051.80

500050.00
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nathaniel lewislewilewisy brother to emma mother was a frontier
methodist preacher and a pioneer in the district once
when he was preaching somesorne unruly boys disturbed the
meeting and he called them he most hogmaticaldogmatical set of
scounarelsscounurelsscoundrels I1 ever saw 1 the vote in 1808 was about
200 in the country some indians lived in the district
apples plums peaches wild grapes flax indian corn
and wheat were grown all land had to be clearedc2ciared of
timber this cost from ipl2 to 1 per acre the houses
were frame or log springs were numerous the water was
cold pure and clear the most prominent religion was
the presbyterian then the methodist there was a great
agricultural fair in 1821 william rose received the
prize for the best acre of wheat erastus catlin was
awarded a prize for the best woolen cloth and pullman
catlin for the best specimen of linen jesse sherman
had the best plow johan brewster did the most har-
vesting without spirits emmeline chapman made the
best straw bonnet and wm turrel the best hair cloth
peter herkimer make the most maple sugar and at the
fair it was said that susquehanna county led the state
in having the fewest sheep with disordered livers mary
packedpacker made the best half dozen worsted stockings ruth
duer the best coverlet and sophia rice the best american
leghorn bonnet elisha mackmaw the best fanning mill
there were no railroads while emma lived in pennsyl-
vania

isaac would kill elk on the starucca in the fall
when they were the fattest make troughs of birch or
maple to hold it when cubcut up carry salt on his back
salt the meat and cover it with bark held down by
heavy stones then would give meat away or exchange it
for work on the farm

emma was born and reared on the banks of the
susquehanna oquaqo mountain is in the middle of the
township and from it come brooks drinkers creek
flat brook bear creek etc and there is an island
in the river called gulf island another called loverlovers
island there were oak forest north of the river
and hemlock maple beech and hickory ichabod swamp
was near a dreadful swamp thick with hemlock and
laurel and full of paths of wild animals bears wolves
and panthers here ichabod buck was once lost but
fought his way out to the river with only a jack knife
for a weapon the tuscarora indians once lived near
herechere 3

3b1 ackman op city PP 100110100loo 110llolioiloiio

the

15

cu

s

la dread luilul
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3blackman cit 1001-107 a I1

sj
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very little more is known concerning the early girlhood

of emma hale it is thought that she attended school in the

vicinity and that she attended a girsgirls school for one year
j

A granddaughtergrand ofdaughter emma said emma never used slang and was

very particular about her grammar and choice of words

the hale family consisted of the father and mother

five sons and four daughters emmaenmabrtna was the third daughter

and the seventh child in this family of nine children all
i

of the family were born in susquehanna county j

COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE OF JOSEPH SMITH AND EMMAelema HALE

joseph smith gives a very brief account of his first
i

meeting with emma hale and their later marriage in these words

in the month of october 182 1I hired with an old
gentleman by the name of josiah steal who lived in
chenangoChe countynango state of new york he had heard
something of a silver mine having been opened by the
spaniards in harmony susquehanna county state of
pennsylvania and had previous to my hiring to him
been digging in order if possible to discover the
mine after I1 went to live with him he took me vath
the rest of his hands to dig for the silver mine at
which I1 continued to work for nearly a month without
success in our undertaking and finally I1 prevailed
with the old gentleman to cease digging after it
hence arose the very prevalent story of my having been i

a money digger

during the time that I1 was thus employed I1 was put
to board with a mr isaac hale of that place it was
there I1 first saw my wife his daughter emma hale
on the l8th18thlath of january 1827 we were married while
I1 was yet employed in the service of mr stoaletoal owing
to my continuing to assert that I1 had seen a vision

crawford opod cit y p 21

d

1825

visioni

dcrawford4crawford
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1

persecution still followed meroemoe and my wifecifes fathers
family were very much opposed to our being married
I1 was 5 thereforethere underforeyforel the necessity of taking her
elsewhere so WP wentventwentt and were married at the house
of squire tarbill in south bainbridge chenangoChe countynango
new york immediately after my marriage I1 left mr
stoalsstoallsshoalsStSto andoalsallsoaisaitsalts went to my fathers and farmed with him
that seasonseasons

the

5

account in the one volume book story of the church

by inez smith davis adds a few more details as follows
once a year it was the custom of joseph knight to

visit the farmers in neighboring counties and contract
for wheat to be delivered at his mill in the fall
upon some of these visits he was accompanied by an old
friend josiah stoaletoal from bainbridge new york the
old gentleman had conceived the ideaiaea of searching for
an ancient silver mine supposedoposedopposedsu by neighborhood
tradition to have been opened by the spaniards some-
where in the hills near harmony oakland in sus
queharmaque countyharma pennsylvania spanish treasure was
in those days the popular myth with all classes of
society upon recommendation of his friend knight
steal secured the services of young smith and took
him to pennsylvania and put him to board with other
hands at the prosperous farm home of isaac hale

in harmony

the spanish treasure never materialized and the
disappointed treasure seeker was finally persuaded to
abandon the quest but not before young joseph smith
had found time during moonlit nights on the susquebusque 1

hanna to embark on a more successful treasure hunt of
his own emma dark eyed daughter of the hales found
it easy to like the young stranger from new york but
the story of josephs visions had followed him and
canny old isaac hale was doubtful of the sort of farmer
that could be made from a young man who saw and heard
such unusual sights and sounds having once determined
what helieite wanted it was never easy for joseph smith to
give up because of obstacles and he records in this
case he was under the necessity of taking her else-
where so we went and were married at the houge of
squire tarbill in south bainbridge chenangoChe countynango
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the marriage occurred on january 18 182
and the young couple wentvent immediately to manchester
where they lived with the elder smiths for a year

later in the year on the historical date of sep-
tember 22 when joseph smith made his annual visit
to the hill of promise he took his wife and borrowed
two horses and a carriage from two millers from coles
ville josiah stoaletoal and joseph knight who happened
to be there that evening the trip was taken secretly
but joseph knew he was welcome to the horse and travell
ing equippageequip ofpage either of these two old friends at
two am that morning he brought back the cherished
platespiates

but the longed for adventure had only begun the
story of the golden plates spread abroad in the neigh-
borhood they must be protected from theft and dangerdancer
there was a book to be translated and published and
joseph was uneducated and poor 0

accordineaccordingaccordina LOto joseph smithessmiths story he hired out to

josiah stoaletoal in october 182 and was married to emma hale in
january 1827 while he was yet employed by mr stoaletoal he

had evidently stopped working for him and at a later time had

been re employed josephs mother states that he asked his
parents consent to the marriage

joseph called my husband and myself aside and
said I1 have been very lonely sircsirestie e alvin died and
I1 have concluded to get married and if you have no
objections to my uniting myself in marriage with
miss emma hale she would be my choice in preference
to any other woman I1 have ever seen ewere pleased
with his choice and not only consented to his marriage
withnthi her but requested him to bring her home with him
and live with us7

inez smith davis the story of the church independ-
ence missouri herald house 18 p O0
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he of course could not ask his parents consent if
he had remained in harmony pennsylvania in stoalsshoals employ

the entire time

much has been said about joseph and emma elopement

at the time both were of legal age emma approaching her

emmas

sto visited 0

third birthday while joseph had just passed his twenty

first milestone emma was a year and one half older than

joseph

joseph was told by isaac hale when he asked for
emmasemnas hand in marriage that he was

A stranger that he had no steady remunerative
employment that he had the reputation of looking
into peep stones and hunting for treasures with a
witch hazel 0

whether joseph and emma eloped is not quite certain
the following letter from emma to her son joseph dated

october 11 1866 published in the saints herald vol 26

p 289280 throws new light upon the issue

I1 was visiting at mr stowellsSto stoalwelsvelsveis who lived in
bainbridge and saw your father there I1 had no inten-
tion of marrying when I1 left home but during my visit
at mr stowells your father visited me there my folks
were bitterly opposed to him and being importunedimportuner by
your father aided by mr stowell who urged me to marry
him preferring to marry him to any other man I1 knew I1
consented

at the time that joseph was courting the favor of emma

hale she was described as being

Q
john henry evans joseph smith an american prophet

new york the macmillanmacllillan co 196 p 38
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very beautiful with large dignified body and
bewitchingbewitch darkinc eyes and also exceptionally
intelligent A painting made of herat this timeimetineinelne
or a little latter bears out this reputation7reputationreputations

elmaEMMAeiml AND THE PLATES OF THE BOOK OF MORMON

eight months and four days after their marriage emma

accompanied joseph to the sacred hill of promise and helped him

secure the plates from which the translation of the book of

mormon was made they had been living during this time at the

family home at manchester new york

the events of the evening of the twenty first and

twenty second of september 182 as recordedrecordrecordedl-yby inez smith davisdavis-o 0

and lucy mack smith are at variance with each other in relation
to the time element mrs davis quotes a letter from catherine
salisbury a sister to joseph smith stating that he returned

i

to the smith home at two am that morning while mother

smith has him leave about midnight and not return until after
breakfast

after the plates had been taken from their hiding place
in the hill the remaining three months in the year erevere
filled with a hectic struggle to keep the plates hidden
where they could not be stolenstoien everyone in the vicinity
had heard the story gold of any sort meant fabulous
wealth the family resorted to all sorts of expedients
once emma took a long horseback ride to warn joseph who
was working some distance from home it was apparent that
the plates could not be translated in peace and quiet at
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hefe was censured by revelation for his disobedience
his wife became ill almost died his first born son
died at birth and was laid to rest in the family burial
lot watching by emmas bedside day and night he
pondered over the fate of chethe preciousore manuscriptnanuscriptnanuclouscious hescriptonedre

18

palmyra so7 a change was imperative 1

joseph and emmaenma then moved to her fathersfat placeherts at
harmony pennsylvania this was less than three months after
joseph had received the plates

emma was with child three months when she made a

horseback trip to the wells home in macedon to warn joseph

of the dangerdanzer to the platesdlatespiatesblates the record is not clear as to

what part she may have played in getting her brother alva to

make the 15 mile trip from harmony to manchester to move them

back to the hafehaleeafe home mother smith states that alva stayed

for a short interval with them and moved the young couple back

to harmony the first child born to joseph and emma was named

livaalvallva and may have been named after this brother of emma he

was born and died june 1 1828 at harmony and is buried in
what is knovmknovskno asanayna the mckune cemetery at harmony oakland

pennsylvania the child died at the time of the loss of the
116 pages of manuscript mrs davis describes josephs con-

dition as follows during this period I1

i

it was a tidetinetlde of darlnessdarkness and discouragement to
joseph the days passed and harris did not return

tried not to show his anxiety but at length with that
curious intuition women are said to possess she sent
him on a trip to his fathers to find out what had
become of martin

12
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emma was weak from her long illness joseph was
trying to redeem himself with isaac hale by working
long and arduous hours on the little place they were
buying from emma father upon him lay the heavy
consciousness of duty undonebut he could not farm
and do the work assigned to him too emma helped him
as best she could in hatwhat time she could spare from her
household duties13duties

during

13

this period in the life of the young couple

emma is mentioned as writing for her husband it is not

considered that she did a great deal of the work as scribe
as the great burden of this work fell upon oliver cowdery

but among the other scribes are john and christian whitmer

martin harris and emma smith
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CHAPTER IV

EMMA THE ELECT LADY

june 1829 dec 1830

two or three weeks after joseph smith and oliver
i

i

cowderyCovi haddery received the aaronic priesthood by the authority

of john the baptist joseph and emma were moved to the whitmer

home at fayette new york by david whitmer who had been sent

by his father peter whitmer sr the elder whitmer had

become acquainted withvith joseph at the city of waterloo about

three miles from the whitmer home in fayette and wanted to

assist joseph in the translation of the record joseph records

that upon our arrival we found mr whitmers family very

anxious concerning the work and very friendly towardtowaitowal our
i

selves 11

it was in peter whitmerswhitmer home on april 6 1830

while joseph and emma were living there that the church wasvas

organized

milisEMMASMIAIS BAPTISM

the first baptisms in this dispensation were those of

joseph smith and oliver cowdery mayleay 115 1829 A hortshort time

afterwards samuel H smith the fourth son of joseph and

lucy smith was converted and baptized this baptism was

performed on the twenty fifth of the month oliver cowdery

officiating

wa s
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in june 1829 hyrum smith david whitmer and peter

whitmer jr were baptized in seneca lake the first two

by joseph smith and the latter by olivcroliver cowdery from this
time forth many were believers and some were baptized in
seneca county information about other baptisms is meager

until the following year

during the last week in may 1830 newell knight was

baptized by david whitmer

on the ninth of june 1830 the first conference as an

organized church was held the number of baptized members

then was about thirty several were confirmed who had

previously1previously been baptized shortly after this conference

david whitmer baptized eleven other people into the churchchurchychurche

immediately after the conference the prophet writes that he

and his wife oliver cowdery john whitmer and david whitmer
i

visitedivitited mr smightknightymight of colesvillelesvilleCo and found a number in the
neighborhood believing and anxious to be baptized A meeting

was planned for the following sunday when they were to be

baptized on the saturday before a dam was placed across

a stream where it was convenient for the baptisms to take

place but that evening a mob tore out the dam and the

baptisms could not be performed as planned A meeting was

held howeverho withvever a number of the mob attending early
on monday morning before the enemies were aware of the

proceedings the dam was repaired and thirteen persons were

the
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baptized by oliver cowdery emma smith being among the number 2

in the year 1830 the ninth of june was on wednesday

some say however that this conference was held on the first
of june which was on a tuesday the week previous just how

long it took to make the trip from fayette to colesvillelesvilleCo is
not told the only statement that I1 have been able to find

is that the party of five left for colesvillelesvilleCo immediately

after the conference emmaerinaeninaemina smith could then have been

baptized on any one of the four mondays of june 1830 th

lathl4th14til 21st or 28th it is not likely however to have

been as early as the ath7th from a family group sheet of

joseph smith Js family on file in the archives of the utah
genealogical society the date of baptism is given as 2 june

1830183011 and the source of this information is shown as the utah

genealogical and historical magazine vol 26 this is
evidently an error as andrew jensons church chronology states

that the 6thath of april in 1830 wasvas on a tuesday this would

make the 29th of june on tuesday and the prophet states that
emma was baptized on a monday if there is a mistake of just
one day then emma wasbaptizedwas onbaptized monday june 28

revelation FROM THE LORD TO EMMADIMAenmaDmi-mami-ml SMITHIMA

during the period between emmas baptism and confirma-

tion joseph smith received the followingfollo revelationvring directed

to eminaemmaenmaenina smith his wife given at harmony pennsylvania in

r
roberts op citeiteltcitycita ppap 868886 88
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july 1830180 doctrine and covenants 2 underlining mine

1 hearken unto he voice of the lord your god
while I1 speak daughter for verily I1 say unto you all
those who receive my gospel are sons and daughters in
my kingdom

2 A revelation I1 give unto you concerning my will
and if thou art faithful and walk in the paths of virtue
before me I1 will preserve thy life and thou shaltshallshaitshail
receive an inheritance in zion

3 behold thy sins are forgiven thee and thou art
an elect lady whom I1 have called

4 murmur not because of the things which thou hast
not seen for they are withheld from thee and from the
world which is wisdom in me in a time to come

and the office of they calling shall be for a
comfort unto my servant joseph smith jun thy husband
in his afflictions with consoling words in the spirit
of meeknessmeenee 1raesskaesswaess

6 and thou shaltshallshait go with him at the timetire of his
going and be unto him for a scribe while there is no
one to be a scribe for him that I1 may send my servant
oliver cowdery whithersoever I1 will

7 and thou shaltshallshait be ordained under his hand to
expound scrirturesscridturesscriptures and to exhort the churchy according
as it shall be given thee by my spirit

8 for he shall lay his hands upon thee and thou
shaltshallshait receive the holy ghost and thy time shall be given
t wriw tingri and to learning much i

9 and thou needest not fear for thy husband shall
support thee in the church for unto them is his calling
that all things might be revealed unto them whatsoever
I1 will according to their faith

10 and verily I1 say unto thee that thou shaltshallshait lazlayiaz
aside the things of this world and seek for the things
of a better

11 and it shall be given thee also to make a
selection of sacred hymns as it shall be given thee
which is pleasing unto me to be had in my church

5
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12 for my soul delightethdeliahtethdellahdelighdeliah inteth the song of the
heart yea the song of the righteousris ishteousoteous a prayer unto
me and it shall be answered with a blessing upon their

I1 heads

13 wherefore lift up thy heart and rejoice and
cleave unto the covenants which thou hast made

14 continue in the spirit of meekness and beware
of pride let thy soul delight in thy husband and the
glory which shall come upon him

1 reepkeepreeo my nandmentscommandments continually and a crown
of righteousness thou shalt receive and except thou
do thlthisthi where I1 am you cannot come

16 and verily verily I1 say unto all amen3

on thursday march 17 1842 joseph smith explained to

the ladies of the female relief society of nauvoo that the

term elect lady meant to be elected to a certain work and

that the revelation doctrine and covenants section 2 was

then fulfilled by sister emmaenma election to the president of

the society she having previously been ordained to expound

the scripturesscrintures emma was blessed and her counselors were

ordained by elder john taylor

in the years that followed this revelation emma was

a very busy woman if she had been a woman of leisure she

could have fulfilled the divine request to make a compilation

of hymns in a very short time but emma was very particular

doctrine3doctrineboctrinebochocmoc andtrine covenants salt lake city published
by the church of jesus christclarist of latter day saints p 39

journal hi s torytony of the church of jesus chajtchrjt 0

ltlcia ajj saltaltait lake city utah march 17 12hereafter this reference will be abbreviated journal history
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in the care of her family being a housekeeper of immaculate

cleanliness and allowing no outside duty to interfere with

her devotion to her children and husband her first collection
of hymnhymns was published about five years later in kirtland
ohio byf G williams & company in the first year following

her appointment to collect hymns for the use of the church many

distracting incidents occurred which absorbed her attention
the family moved from pennsylvania to new york and then on to

i

ohio on april 30 1831 twins were born to emmaaananana they lived

but a short time and then joseph and emma adopted the mother
i

less tvansvrinsavanst of john murdock being the wife of a prophet

brought about additionaladditionaadditions work such as preparing meals making
I1

N

beds etc for the numerous friends and curious strangersstran
who

ers

came to visit at their home p

i

emma did assist her husband a great deal after this
revelation was given to her by helping to expound the

i

scriptures acting as his scribe at times writing letters
assisting with the tithing and helping to make clothing for

those who worked on the temple

EMMAS confirmation

in verse eight of the revelation givenoivenolven to emma the

lord tpromises her that her husband should lay hands upon her

and diat1iat she should receive the holy ghost this was not
r

accomplished immediately but took place in august 1830 the

exact date not being given joseph smith relates the incident
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as follows

early in the month of august newel knight and his wifewirvirpaid us a visit at my place in harmony pennsylvania and
as neither his wife nor mine had been confirmed it was
proposed that we should confirm them and partake together
of the sacrament before he or his wife should leave us
in order to prepare for this I1 set out to procure some
wine for the occasion but had gone only a short distance
when I1 was met by a heavenly messenger and received the
following revelationrevelations

i

5

the revelation is section 27 of the doctrine and

covenants relative to the change in the sacramental symbol

from wine to another symbol they were not to buy wine from

their enemies they could make it new or use something besides

wine joseph smith then writes as follows

in obedience to the above commandment we preparedpreparcprepare
some wine of our own making and held our metingroerosmoe

consisting
eting

only ofoll011olf051 five viz newel knight and his
wife myself and my vnfevrife and john whitmer ewe partook
together of the sacrament after which we confirmed
these two sisters into the church and spent the evening
in a glorious manner the spiritsdirit of the lord was poured
out upon uswe praised the lord god and rejoiced

I1 exceedingly 6

I1 about the time of emmaenmaeats confirmation a spirit of
i

persecution began again to be manifest in the neighborhood

around harmony it was instigated by a man of the methodist

persuasion who professed to be a minister of god the
i

prophet said of him

this manroanmoan had learned that my father in law and his
family had promised us protection and were friendly and

roberts
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inquiring into the work and knowing that if he could
get him turned against me my friends in that place
woudwould be but few he visited my father in law and told
him falsehoods concerning me of the most shameful nature
which turned the old gentleman and his family so much
against us that they wouldwoulvoul no longer promise us protection
nor believe our doctrines

it seems from this statement that isaac hale had become

more favorably impressed with joseph and was beginning to be

interested in the work that he was doingdoings then falsehoods of

a christian minister widened the breach again and it was

never bridged after this time because of this feeling it
was necessary for joseph and emma to find another home again

the whitmer family of fayette invited joseph and emma to come

live with them and they arrived in fayette during the last
week in augustaugustsauguste

in october 1830 joseph was living in waterloo A
I1

revelation was given commanding parley P pratt ziba peterson

peter whitmer and oliver cowdery to go on a mission to missouri
emma and the other sisters busied themselves making clothing

1 I1

out of raw material for them and others I1

i

emmaenma health at this time was quite delicate yet
she did not favor herself on this account but whatever
her hands found to do she did with her might until so
far beyond her strengthstr thatenathenoth she brought upon herself
a heavy fit of sickness which lasted four weeks and
although her strength was exhausted still her spirits
were the same which in fact was always the case with
her even under the most trying circumstances I1 have
never seen a woman in my life who would endure every
species of fatigue and hardship from month to month and
from year to year with that unflinching courage zeal

7lbid
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and patience to endure she has been tossed uponudonunon the
ocean of uncertainty she has breasted the storms of
persecution and buffeted the rage of men and devils
which would have borne down almost any other woman it
may be that many may yet have to encounter the same
I1 pray god that this may not be the case but should
it be may they have grace given them according to their
day even as has been the case with her 0

during the month of december 1830 the saints in the

state of new york were commanded by revelation to go to ohio

and in the latter part of january 1831 josephjoseth and emma in
company with sidney rigdon and edward partridge left fayette
new york for kirtlandkirtKir geaugageaughtandland county ohio where they arrived

about the first of february

ibieynibley 012op cit
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january 1831 january 1838
i

i

during the latter part of january in company with i

sidney rigdon and edward partridge josephjoserh and emma left for

kirtland ohio they arrived there about the first of feb-
ruary and were kindly received and welcomed into the home

of newel K whitney here they lived for several weeks and

received every kindness and attention which could be expected
9

especially from sister whitneypidavilaeida theitney branch at kirtland had

growngroina to almost one hundredhunihinihunt membersdred at this time

about three months after arriving in kirtland on the

30thooth of april 1831 twins a boy and a girl were born to
i i

emma but they lived only three hours joseph and emma had thus

lost their first three children emmas grief was almost more

than she could bear and so nine days later hearing of the

death of john murdocksMurd wifeocksochs in childbirth she took the dead

womantswomanshomans twins to rear these twins were also a boy and a girl
and had been born the same day as emmas twins they were

named joseph S and julia they were born in orange cuyahogaCuya

county

hoga

ohio joseph

vol 1 p 260

oth1-
3

emma s

af ter

Feremarkedmarked that they were taken in the

fond hope that they would fill the void in her emmas life
occasioned by the loss of her own 11

forty nine days after the birth of the twins joseph

obertsroberts on citlR
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CHAPTER V i

THE SMITHS MOVE TO OHIO
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left emma to make a journey to the land of zion missouri in
company with sidney rigdon he did not return home until the
twenty seventh of august more than two months later

during the month of september 1831 he and sidney

rigdon again began the project of the revision of the scrip-
tures

they needed a quiet place for study and work away from

the many visitors that throngedthrongerthron kirtlandged they found this
place at hiram ohio about thirty miles away sidney and

joseph moved their families there joseph and emma making

their abode with the john johnson family it was here that
the twins developed a bad case of the measles and nursing

i

them back to health became a real task on the night of

march 2th25thath about midnight a mob broke into the home and took

the prophet and tarred and feathered him during the rest
of the night the saints gathered at the johnson home to help

i

but the events of the night the wintry wind blowing upon the

feverish body of little joseph and the excitement were too

much for the sick boy and he died four days later his age

was one day less than eleven months 2

JOSEPH SMITH III111ili BORN

in april of 1832 joseph smith left for missouri and

during the time that he was gone emma stayed with reynolds

church chronoschronolchronologyopyogy lists sunday the 25th2thath as the day of
the tarring and feathering other places give the date as the
24th the history of the churchclairchclaircy p 2 states that the child
died on friday which would4oulaoul be the 30th four days later
would make it thursday the 2th29th
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cahoongabooncaboon father smith and dr F G williams joseph arrived
back in kirtland some time in june and immediately procured

i

a house for his wife after making his family comfortable
i

he went on a mission to the east leaving his family in the
care of hyrum according to andrew jensons church chronologyChrono

1

lozy
1

he returned on tuesday november 6 I1

i

NOVEMBER tuesbues 6 joseph smith returned home from
a rapid journey to albany new york and boston on
the day of his return his son josephjoseidhjoseiph was born

emma was wellvellveli known for her quick wit and repartee
i

she said the night joseph her son was born there was a

regular hale storm because he was dark complexioned like
her

joseph jr was born in the northwest corner of
newel vfhitney store he went fishing in the little
stream chagrin river that runs through kirtland3Kirtland

joseph

3

the third was eleven and one half years of

age when his father was martyredmarty hered accepted the leadership
i

of the reorganized church and was sustained as president april
6 1860 at the age of twenty seven and one half

1 on november 8 joseph and brigham young and their cousin f

heber C kimball came from mendon monroe county new york

to kirtland to see the prophet this event is rather signif-
icant from a number of points of view emma was ill her

baby joseph was two days old when emma first beheld brigham

later the inantinlantanant and brigham were to head rival churches and

quarrel greatly

crewfordCrew opford citcitycita p 14
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liy151lly 183318335 and from this time on emma had many boarders at her

homehomey among them orson pratt there were also a great many

meetings held there april 2 1834 lilfordwilfordA woodruff first
came to kirtland and met the prophet and stayed in his home

for about a week the period of time just before may

siniesin le

ppap 231232231 232ani4ni uey
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the work of building the kirtland temple began june

15

25

5 183418317
9

emma and the other ladies of kirtland were very busy making

clothes and getting supplies ready for the zionszionts camp organi-

zation emma was again alone for a period of three months

while joseph was leading this group of men into missouri

during the entire year of 1834 the people were very

busy working on the temple joseph was foreman in a quarry

and emma was busy making clothes and cooking mother smith

relates the following concerning the conditions while building

the temple

how oftenorten I1 have parted every bed in the house for
the accommodation of the brethren and then laid a
singlesingie blanket on the floor for my husband and myself
while joseph and emma slept upon the same floor with
nothing but their cloaks for both bed and bedding 4

on independence day 1835183 joseph smith purchased

the mummies and papyrus from michael chandler and from this
tidetimetlde forward many people visited the smith home to see the

mummies and records other entries from the journal history

for the year 1835183 include the following

oct 12 1835183 joseph and emma went to willoughbywil3oughby

Lniley op cit
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ohio to purchase goods at wm lytons store

october lth15thithalth joseph gathered apples in his fathers
orchard ebeneazerebenezzerEbe robinsonneazer was one of emmas boarders

october 17th 1835183 the prophet called his family
together arranged his domestic concerns and dismissed
his boarders

octocto 2 1835183 visitors came to see the mummies and
records bros hawkes and carpenter from michigan
tarried over night

octocto 220 1831835 we were called to supper while
seated at the table we indulged in a free interchange of
thought and bishop whitneyvhitneyvpnitneyvh observeditney to bishop partridge
that the thought had just occurred to his mind that
perhaps in about a year from this time we might be seated
together around a table in the land of zion my wife
observedobser shevea hoped it might be the case and that not
only they but the rest of the company present might be
seated around her table in the land of promise the
same sentiment was reciprocated from the companycomcon aroundnany
the table and my heart responded amen after supper
I1 went to the high council in company with my wifewifbif and
some others that belonged to my household

EMMASEMWSemos HYMN BOOK PUBLISHED

toward the close of the year 1835183 the first hymn book

of the church of jesus christ of latter day saints came off

the printing pressdress on the title page is printed A col-

lection of sacred hymns for the church of the latter day

saints selected by emma smithysmithlsnithy kirtland ohio printed by

F G widliamswilliams and co 183

this was less than three months after the meeting of

the high council on monday september 14 where it was decided

that sister emma smith proceed to make a selection of sacred

hymns
5 according to the revelation and that president willianwilliam

hisfamily

247
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W phelps be appointed to revise and arrange them for print-

ing 1

five years before this time she had been promisedpromisproir intseiisei
the revelation given to her

i and it shall be given unto thee also to make a
selection of sacred hymns as it shall be given aneetnee

i which is pleasing unto me to be had in my church

for my soul delightethdeligh inteth the song of the hearheaheaz
yea the song of the righteous is a prayer unto ne
and it shall be answered with a blessing upon their

i heads 6

there are 120 pages in this small book exclusive of

the flyleaf and the title page the preface and the indexinex
the hymns are grouped and classified there are

morning hymns evening hymns farewell hymns on
baptism on sacrament on marriagemarriaaemarriane miscellaneous
in all 90 selections

out of the 0 hymns in the first edition man
remain and are sung today some of the hymns thelthen
as now are from sectarian hymnology songs adapt-
able and suitable to the faith of the latter day
saints

the elect lady chose among these such favo-
rites as how firm a foundation ye saints of the icrd7crd
I know that my redeemer lives1 lord thou wilt fear

me whenuhen I1 pray arise my soul arise from green
lands icy mountains and others that are sung cnurchchurch
wide today and are in the latest hymn book editions

emma smith wife of the prophet to the present
generation of latter day saints is a character of history
only but she can be pictured from biographies nevirsneoirsooirs
and legend iromfromfron a study of her photograph and in r
memory of some who have heard from the lipslids of those

miutesMi ofutesnutes a meeting of the high council and presi-
dency

F

at
eslasiesi

kirtland ohio september 14 183 from unal
history of the same date
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who knew her as in very deed the elect lady of the
revelation

what a world of meaning 1 elect lady

chosen of god of saintly divine character a
woman of superiorsu talentnerior and intellect and recog-
nized as such by thetiletiie almighty she was the gracious
hostess and friend of her husbands friends she was
cultured the innate culture of birth augmented by
self training and refinement of experiences that came
into her life as the helpmeet of gods prophet

she possessed the charm of superior womanhood
her dress her demeanor her features all bespobespokebeppo
the elect lady the brilliantbrillian kindly eye alight
with the intellect of a womanly soul the brow the
lips the chin and curve of the neck dressed in
taste that bespeaks the patrician where would one
find a higher typetapet

BIRTH OF FREDERICK GRANGER WILLIAM S SMITH

A year and a half after the birth of young joseph

another son came to the prophet and his wife he was likely
named after the man who was associated with the prophet in
the organization of the first presidency in some texts

his third name is williams and in others it appears as

williamkiilliamll he was born june 20 1836 at kirtland ohio and

died april 13 1862 seventeen years before his mothers
death he married annie maria anderson in 1857187 one child
was born to them a girl who never married

the following article also appears in the journal

hi storestory

7jamesjades R kennard one hundred years of mormon hymn-
ology deseret news october 4 193
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july 27 1837 joseph was on his way to a mission in
canada but when he got as far as painesvillegainesvillePaines ohioville he
wasvas arrested because he hadnthadnt paid for a stove which a
salesman had insisted on installing in his house for
advertising purposes so that people seeing the prophets
vifevrifeeifearife had one would also buy it was a new fashioned
cooking stove joseph gave his watch to the constables
for security

the year 1837 was a trying one for the prophet and

emmaermmaemmmaenma theretha wasre a great apostasy among the people persecu-

tion confusion and mobocracybocracy strove hard to bear rule at
kirtland

on the morningmorninmonnin of the twenty second of december
brigham young left kirtland in consequence of the fury
of the mob spirit that prevailed in the apostates who
had threatened to destroy him because he would proclaim
publicly and privately that he knew by the power of the
holy ghost that joseph was a prophetpronhetprochet of the most high
god and that he had not transgressed and fallen as the
apostates declared 0

january 12 1838 the prophet left kirtland on horse

back in the evening to escape from the mob he arrived in

norton sixty miles away the next morningmorninmonnin he tarried there

i thirty six hours until his family arrived on the sixteenth

they set out in covered wagons toward far west they stayed

in dublin indianaindian nine days they were out of money

brigham young got brother tomlinson to sell his farm for

300 and give it to the prophet the weather was very cold

A mob armed with pistols and guns followed as far as 200

miles out from kirtland before the prophet received the

8roberts
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money eromfrom tomlinson he applied for a job cutting and sawingsaving

wood they crossed the mississippi at quincy used a flat
boat and planks to reach the thick solid ice the last horse

led on to the ice was josephsjoseph favorite charlie who broke

the ice at every step for several rods

bidy vol illIII111lillii ppap 131 3
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CHAPTER VI

MISSOURI difficulties
january 1838 april 1839

two months after the prophet left kirtland he

arrived at far west missouri when one hundred and twenty

miles from there the brethren met him with teams and money

john P barnard of far west brought a carriage for the

prophet and his family the prophet arrived in far west

march 14 1838

A granddaughter of emma hale describes the trip to

far west in the following manner

the wagon that joseph jr ord3rdondend went to missouri
in was divided into c ompartmentscompartmentsom byoartments blankets hunghuno up
he walked part of the way across the bottom lands of
the wabash in indiana holding fast to his mothers
hand the white dog major was with them thenlthen1

there are few entries in the Journai H i s torzory that
have to do with emma or the smithsrsmiths1smiths home life between the

time that they arrived at the place of their new home and

the advent of the birth of their next child the following

two are noted
may 12 1838 it was decided by the high council

that joseph and sidney rigdonriadon were each to receive
1100 a year for their services

may 1 1838 the prophet plowed his garden at
far west

BIRTH OF ALEXANDERALFXAND HALE SMITH

emma son alexander hale smith was born at far west

crawford ODon cit p 14

journal history

0

14

ir

emmas

ard

thena



emmaewa had hardly regained her strengthtreng afterth the
birth of alexander when trouble began between the saints and

the missouriansMissour duringians the suminersummer the election troubles in
daviess county had set off the spark that ignited into lameflamelaneianeflanefiane

the hatred of the mobocrats against them october brought

the massacre at haun mill and the siege of far west

wednesday october 31 the prophet and others of the

leaders were betrayed into the hands of the mob the follow-

ing day they were sentenced to be shot but were saved by the

brave action of brigadiergeneralbrigadier doniphangeneral on friday nov-

ember 2 the prisoners were brought into far west and after
much entreaty were finally allowed to see their families
joseph said

I1 found my wife and children in tears who feared
that we had been shot by those who had sworn to take
our lives and that they would see me no more when
I1 entered my house they clung to my garments their
eyes streaming with tears mingled emotions of joy
and sorrow were manifested in their countenancescountenancer I1

adanadam ondlondi ahman

ahrm-anahrn-an

39

june 2 1838 joseph returned from

11

S

hauns

ho

twenty-

five miles north of far west for the event the birth of

this son occurred eighteen days short of two years after the

birth of frederick emithsmith emmaseriErfedi maidenunas name was given as

a middle name for this son

in the history of the church vol 3 the statement

is made that joseph left on the fourth two days later and

returned to the adam ondiondl ahman country to help in its
settlement

l-hman
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requested to have a private interview with them for a few
minutes but this privilege was denied me byb7ba the guard
I1 was then obliged to take my departure who can realize
the feelings which I1 experienced at that time to be thus
torn from my comdanioncompanion and leave her surrounded with
monsters in the shape of men and my children too not
knowing how their wants would be supplied while I1 was
to be taken far from them in order that my enemies might
destroy me when they thought proper to do so my part-
ner wept my children clung to me until they were thrust
from me by the swords of the guards I1 felt overwhelmed
while I1 witnessed the scene and could only recommend
them to the care of that god whose kindness had followed
me to the present time and who alone could protect
them and deliver meroemoe from the hands of my enemies and
restore me to my family2family 2

from the above printed statement of the feelings of

the prophet it would be easy to imagine the feelings of his
wife emma upon being left alone knowing that the saints
would be exterminated from the state and that it would be

her responsibility to remove herself and four small children

not knowing where to go nor whether she would ever see her

husband alive again

uhlievilewhileylie joseph was in prison he wrote the following letter
to emma

independence jackson county mo
november 4 1838

my dear and beloved companion of my bosom in tribu-
lation and affliction

I1 would inform you that I1 am well and that we are
all of us in good spirits as regards our own fate I1
have great anxiety about you and my lovely children
my hearts mourns and bleeds for the brethren and sis-
ters and for the slain of the people of god if w

are permitted to stay any time here we have obtajnedobtained

roberts op cit vol 3 P 193
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Althoaithouh I1 go unto death I1 will trust in
god

although
I want you to stay where you are until you hear

from me again
1

hope you will be faithful and true
to every trust I1 captcapit write much in my situation
may god give you wisdom and prudence 5 and sobriety
which I1 have every reason to believe he will those
little children are subjects of my meditation continu-
ally tell them that father is yet alive oh I1 emma
for gods sake do not forsake me nor the truth but
remember me if I1 do not meet you again in this life
may god grant that we may may we meet in heaven I1
cannot express my feelings my heart is full farewell
0 my kind and affectionate emma I1 am yours forever
your husband and true friend

joseph smith jr3
the above letter was written two days after the sad

farewell at far west joseph also wrote emma another letter
dated eight days later from richmond missouri

richmond missouri
november 12 1838

my dear emma

we are prisoners in chains and under strong guards
for christs sake and for no other causes I1 received
your letter which I1 read over and over again it was
a sweet morsel to me 0 god grant that I1 may have
the privilege of seeing once more my lovely family in
the enjoyment of the sweets of liberty and sociable
life to press them to my bosom and kiss their lovely
cheeks would fill my heart with unspeakable gratitude
tell the children that I1 am alive and trust I1 shall
come and see them before long comfort their hearts
all you can and try to be comforted yourself all you
can brother robinson is chained next to me
brother wight is next brother rigdon next hyrum
next parley next andant amasa next fell little
joseph he must be a good boy father loves him with
a perfect loveiove liehelleile is the eldest must not hurt those
that are smaller than he but care for them tell

crawford OTor cit p 3
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a promise that we may have our families brought to us
what god may do forfod us I1 do not know but I1 hope for
the best
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little frederick fatherather loves him with all his hearthear
he is a lovely boy julia is a lovely girl I1 love
her also she is a promising child tell her father
wants her to remember him and be a good girl little
alexander is on my mind continually 0 my affectionate
emma I1 want you to remember thattha I1 am a true and faith-
ful friend to you and the children forever my heart
is entwined around yours forever and ever 0 may god
bless you all amen I1 am your husband and am in
bonds and tribulation

joseph smith jr
P S write as often as you can and if possibleDos comesiblesibie
and see me and bring the children if possible act
according to your own feelings and best judgment and
endeavor to be comforted if possible and I1 trust
that all will turn out for the best

J S 4

from richmond the prisoners were taken to liberty
missouri where they were lodged in the jail there

they reached liberty december 1 and on the eighth
the wives of joseph smith and sidney rigdon visited
them remaining in jail all night and departing on
the ninth on december 20 the wives of josephjoserh
smith and caleb baldwin with mrskrs reynold cahoon
visited and stayed in the jail until the twenty
second on the twenty first emma and don carlos
G WV robinson and john daleydaisydalsy visited the jail
in february the wives of the prisoners and most
of the saints left the state so that the prisoners
were visited mostly by strangers

i

emma and her children left with stephen markham

february
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it is reported by the reorganized church that it was
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in the liberty jail on one of these visits that the prophet

placed his hands on little joseph and blessed him they say

that the boy never did forget the blessing given him by his
father the boy would be between six and seven years old at
the time they also claim that lyman wight who was with

joseph in the jail heard the blessing and that joseph said
you are my successor when I1 depart 1

EMMA CARRIES INSPIRED VERSION manuscript

IN FLIGHT FROMfrole MISSOURI

it was late winter of 1838391838301838 3930 that the followers
of joseph smith straggled across the mississippi to
quincy among them was emma smith she knew not
where her husband was nor whether he was dead or
alive in her arms were her two smallest children
alexander and frederick the older two julia and
little joseph clung to her skirts as she crossed
the frozen river on theche ice it vaswas the lth15thithalth day of
february 1831830 and bitterly cold 8

i

before she left far west the prophet was taken

prisoner and all of his papers were in the hands of his sec-

retary james mulholland mulholland knew the value of the

papers1papers intrustedtrusteduntrustedin in his care among which was the precious

revision of the scriptures he feared he would be assailed
by the mob as so many other men had and so he gave them to

an older sister of his wife miss ann scott mulholland

reached commerceconferee but died sunday november 3 18391830

op cit p 287
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she made two cotton bags ol01 sufficient size to con-
tain them and sewing a band around the top ends long
enough to button around her waist carried them under
the folds of her dress in the daytime when the mobnob was
around and slept with them under her pillow at night
when eminaemmaemida smith was leaving far west for illinois ann
scott gave the papers into her keeping and she carried
them in the sainesamesaidesalde way with her across the state of mis-
souri and over the icebound mississippi9Mississippi

when

9

emma and her children fled from missouri into
illinois they had old black charley and his mate jim
hitched to the carriage on the way they stopped at a

1

farm house to ask for hospitality and a pack of dogs
assailed them the owner came out and in true western
fashion invited them in and left jonathan holman to
tend the team the house was two log rooms separated
by a driveway roofed over in which was stored saddles
bridles salt grain they had some beds on the cord
bedsteads and some on the floor before the fireplace
when they crossed the mississippi they had to unhitch
the horses becausebe thecauSse ice was not heavy enough to
support the wagonwaaonraaon and all the lurnishingsfurnishings etcl0

when emma reached illinois with her family they found

shelter at the home of judge cleaveland in quincy where she

was made welcome and kindly cared for throughout the rest of

the winter
on march 16 wilford woodruff arrived from his mis-

sionary labors and visited emma he called this a happy
N

privilege it appears that the brethren and sisters loved

emma very much and felt responsible for her happiness and

isafetysafety
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CHAPTER VII

LIFE ON THEtiie UPPER mississippi

april 1839 march 1842

joseph had been imprisoned all winter and into the

late spring before the opportunity of escape presented itself
he arrived at quincy illinois with his associates on april
22 1831830 and within fifteen days moved his family into a

small log cabin at a place called commerce A description
of the place from the records of the historic society of

i

illinois is as follows

eighteen miles below nauvoo was wansawwarsaw whichunich had
about 300 people carthageCart thehehacehade county seat had
300 people augustaAu stoustacusta mary la harpe and
plymouth were neighboringighborino cities the whole county
had only 6000 population when the mormonscormons came

nauvoo is on risingrisina ground at a place where the
river is over a mile wide the river swings around
a rock bound shore in a semicirclesemi andcircle then drops
avayavray into a chain of rapids there were eight or
nine blocks of bottom landind just above high water and
then a gradual rise to the temple site and thenhen
another rise out toward the prairie the curve or
bend in the river is shaped something like a horse-
shoe an island in the river is a mile long and
70 to 300 yards in width thickly wooded

joseph journalized on it as follows
i

v I1 arrived with my family at the white purchaserurchase and
took up my residence in a small logfog109 house on the bank
of the river about one mile south of commerce city
hoping that I1 and my friends may here find a resting
place for a little season at least friday may 10

after the prophet and his family moved to commerce and

vorkworkwrorkkyork began to lay out a new city many other families moved in

along the river front
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just prior to the time of the miraculous healings of

the sick by the prophet on the eighth ninth and tenth of

july joseph records that he was with the twelve selecting
hymns for the purpose of compilingcomo ailina hymn book ghetherwhetherihether the
one published in 1831835 was to be enlarged or revised is not

stated it could be that most if not all of them were

lost or unobtainable because of the many persecutions and

drivingsivingsdr that the saints had endured evidently the selection
i

was not used for on sunday october 27 the high council

voted

voted that sister emma smith select and publish
a hymnbookhymnhyunhy forbookninnlndin the use of the church and thathat
brigham youngyouna be informed of this action and he not
publish the hymns taken by him from commerce and
that the council assist in publishing a hymnbookhymn book
and the times and seasons

1

two days after this action the prophet left for the

east to go to washington to plead with van buren for redress

for the saints and restoration of their lands in missouri or

for payment for their lands and property he was gone the

entire winter and returned to nauvoo on march

office officially changed the name of the city where the

smiths were living from commercecomCon tomerce nauvoo 1

obertsrobertslrobertseroberts on cit p 121
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4 180iso1840 emma4fnma

was left in the new town where she was ill much of the winter

and where she suffered greatly S

april 21 the post office department appointment
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BIRTH OF DON CARLOS SMITH

the first child to be born to emma smith in illinois
was named after the prophets brother don carlos he was

i

born june 13 1840

he was the seventh child born to emma about one year

and two months later on the seventh of august his namesake

died at the early age of twenty six the same month eight
days later sorrow again came to emma as this son don carlos
died on the fifteenth of august 1841IS havingl lived to be four

await the arrival of catherinecatherinet emmas sister in law joseph
i and hyrum fled the city to avoid their enemies who were

intent on throwing them into prison again and emma was left
alone once more to worry about the safety of her husband

to complete this period of worry and sorrow emmasErmeimmaSz

june13

iteen months and two days old thus emma lost four children
out of the first seven born to her within a short time after
their birth and the end was not yet on the day afterarter
christmas one year later emma had another son who did not

survive his birth december 26 1842 and a year and

one half later her prophet husband lay martyredmarty beforered her

surely the elect lady had her share of troubles and per-

secution
previous to this timetidetlde death also struck the home of

the prophet with the death of his father september 14 18401840

after attending the funeral which could not be delayed to
i
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mother died february 1516 1842

I1 have not been able to findindrind out when the news reached
emma of her motherlsdeath nor is there any record that I1

have been able to find of emmas attending her fathersfat orherts
rothersmothersnotmotrot funeralherts

an interesting sidelight in the history of this time f

occurred on september 1840 when almon babbitt accused

joseph of extravagance that of buying three suits of clothes

in washington while he was there to visit president van buren

and also buying dresses and clothes for his family it seems

that the age old problem of how much money can be spent by a

preacher of the gospel for personal use where thezhe members

help in his support was also a matter of controversy at this
i

time poor emma ill wagerwaaervagerwaaker she appreciated the clothes
anyway

during the month of august 1841 john C bennett

arrived in nauvoo he had been corresponding with the prophet

for some time previous to this he informed the prophet of

his intentions to join the church and of the positions that
heher-eldheldheid politically and his qualifications in the medical

profession he stated that he would like to help the church

as far as his power and influence could be used

john C bennett was a polished diplomat and was a

quartermaster of the state of illinois he did much to secure

the broad liberal charter for the city of nauvoo for his
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efforts he was rewarded by being made the first mayor of nauvoo
i

within a decade nauvoo tripled chicago in size and became the
largest city in the state of illinois

i

the corner stones of the nauvoo temple were laid april
6 1841 but even before the death of the prophets father the
year previouspreviouslpreviously joseph had told him that it was now possible to

i

do baptismal work for the dead and joseph sr requested that
thisthithl work be done for alvin the prophets brother who had

died i

many baptisms were performed in the font in the temple

beginning in november 1841184 the1 temple was completed after
the martyrymartyrdommartyrd however 5 other temple work was performed on the

second story of joseph smiths store emma smith became the

first female temple worker at this place 2 I1 have found no

record of emmasemnas continuing this work in the nauvoo temple

sisters billings and cutler being mentioned as the women

workers in the temple i
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CHAPTER VIII
i

I1 AM THE ONTLYONLY WIFE HE EVER HAD
i

march 1842 june 1844

i

the period from the founding of nauvoo until the
martyrdom was a period of mixed feelings for joseph and emmaermmaemmmaenma

there were many deaths of loved ones with their attendant
sorrows and there were times when with pride they watched the

miraculous growth of the city beautiful emma took pride in
watching her handsome husband at the head of the nauvoo legion

but worried considerably because joseph had to be in hiding

so much of the time to keep out of the hands of the missouriansMissour

who

ians

had plotted to kill him or bring him back to trial in their
state she made a number of trips with him at first but be-

cause of her family duties and because he could hide out better
i

alone her visits were short ones and planned with care so

that she would not lead his persecutors to him it was during
i

this period that they exchanged a number of messages and

ilettersletterscletters some of them are in the possession of the church

historian of the reorganized church
i in the chapter entitled A price upon his head in
the book nauvoo the beautiful E cecil mcgavin having se-

cured the permission of the reorganized church has published

these letters to show josephjosephs great love and affection for
i

emma and in the history of the church volume page 107
I1 f

joseph joutnalijournalized as follows

how glorious were my feelings when I1 met that faithful

P
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and friendly band on the night of the eleventh on
thursday on the island at the mouth of the slough
between zarahemlazaraherilaZaraZarah andemlaherilaemiahemila nauvoo with what unspeakable
delight and what transports of joy swelled my bosom
when I1 took by the hand on that night my beloved
emma she that was my wife even the wife of my youth
and the choice of my heart many verewere the reverberations
of my mind when I1 contemplated for a moment the many
scenes we had been called to pass through the fatigues
and the toils the sorrows and sufferings and the
joys and consolations fromf timeimeom to timetim which had
strewerstrewed our paths and crowned our board oh what a
comminglingminglingcom of thought filled my mind for the moment
again she is here even in the seventh trouble un-
daunted firm and unwavering unchangeable affectionate
emmaenma 1

it cannot be denied that joseph loved emma he counted

the hours until his wife would be permitted to visit him in
i

his despondency and many times when friends calledtalled to see
i

him in his places of hiding he sent oral messages or short
notes to her

at a later time when joseph returned to his family he

frequently wrote in his diary about his beloved companion

although this diary or journalJoljoi wasurnal intended for publication

the following excerpts are but a few that show his solicitude
for his wife

thursday 2 this day emmaedma began to be sick with
fever consequently I1 kept in the house with her all day

i

friday 30 eaerlaetiaetla is no better I1 was with her all
day i

I1

monday oct 3 emma was a little better I1 was
with her lalljail day

tuesday 4 emma is very sick again I1 attended
with her allalaliail the day being somewhat poorly myself

I1 i emma and others met the prophet while he was in hiding
at tho place described in the article above august 11 1842
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wednesday my dear emma was worse many fears
were entertained that she would not recover she was
baptized twice in the river which evidently did her
much good she grew worse again at night and continued
very sick indeed I1 was unwell and much troubled on
account of emmaenma sickness

thursday 6 emma is better may the lord speedily
raise her to the bosom of her family that the heart of
his servant may be comforted again amen

friday 7 ememma is somewhat better I1 am cheerful
and weilwell

monday 10.10iolo elder taylor returned to nauvoo and
found emma gaining slowly my health and spirits are
good

thursday 20 emma is still getting better and is
able to attend to a little business

i

tuesday nov I11 I rode with emma to the temple1
for the benefit of her health she is rapidly gaining

thursday 3 rode out with emma to the temple

joseph did love emma and was also extremely happy when

he could be with his children but from the year 1841 until
the time of his martyrdom a portion of that happiness seems

i

to be lacking
THE POLYGAMY QUESTION

i

the two leading churches of the latter day saints
the mormon and the reorganized takeake opposite stands on the

question as to whether the prophet joseph smith practisedpracticed and
i

taught the doctrine of plural marriage I1

the mormonscormons teach that polygamy or pluraln1uralneural marriage

was first introduced among the saints in nauvooTau invoo 1841

journal hihisstory dates listed above 1842
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although the prophet had had it in mind ever since 18313
we are told that he refrained for years from revealing this
secret we are also told that he finally talked to a few of

s

his intimateini friendsmate concerning it among them lorenzo snow

and the johnsons

in april 1841 however the mormon leader launched
his sensational craft by taking to himself another
wife the woman was not prescindiaPres huntingtoncindia there
were several before prescindiaPres huntingtonRuntcindia andington several
after her some twenty seven in all not counting
emma one of these was eliza snow sister of lorenzo
snow and an intelligentintelli womanpent of poetic ability
having thus set the example the prophet required
that the apostles enter the order by the time of
the martyrdom of the smiths it was an open secret
in nauvoo and hancock county generally that the
mormons14ormonscormons were practisingpracticingprac polygamytising i

4
I1

because of the extremely divergent views of these two

latter day saint churches on this subject and because of its
effect uponudon the life of the subject of this dissertation in
such a personal way and may account for her later actions

in not supporting the leaders who had upheld her husband

joseph and whom he loved I1 will endeavor to show the attitude
of these churches on the subject the attitude of non latter
day saints and emmas feelings pnan the subject as I1 am able

to with the research material I1 have at the present time
k

an exhaustive treatment of this subject would present

enough material for another thesis fully as large as this
one I1
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POINT OF VIEW OF THE reorganized CHURCH

the following material is copied verbatim from the

pamphletpanphletnophlet differences that persist between the reorganized

cherchchurchch oftch jesus christ of iatterlatter day saintsandsaintsSaint theand utah XT or-

mon church written by elbert A smith presiding patriarch

of the reorganized church of jesus christ of latter day saints
pp 182218 22

coming now to the question of the origin of the
doctrine and practice of polygamydoiyDoly brighambriahambridahamgamy young first
promulgated the docdoat urinebrine publicly in salt lake city
in 1852182185 it is clearly in evidence that the church
as an organization during the days of joseph mithsmiths-mithsn-ith
had

0
never received or sanctioned or been taught or

in any way was involved in the doctrine or practice
of polygamy when eight years after josephjosephs death
brigham young broughtbrou thisht doedoc brineurine before his people
he asserted it was predicated on a revelation given
to joseph smith july 12 IS he claimed to have
kept this document secretly after the death of joseph
smith until he chose to make it public he said

this revelation has been in my possession many
years and who has knownI itnown none but those who
should know it I1 keep a patent lock on my desk
and there does not anythinganythina leak out that should
not sudr ement to millennial star volume 1 page
31

unable to produce the original document he
declared that emma smith had burned it millennial
star supplement volumevolmle 115 page 30 to this
emmaemna smith replied that she had never seen such a
document and added concerning the story that she had
destroyeddestroy the original

it is false in all its parts made out of whole
cloth without any foundabionfoundationfound inabionablon truth church
historyistoexrt volumevoliikolii 3 page 35232 the student will do
well to read her entire testimony

touching a question of veracity suchouch as this we
accept the testimony of emma smith on the strength of
her record and her character
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reorganized church representatives have vigorously
maintained that joseph smith neither taught nor prac-
ticed the doctrine these six several points and
others not here listed have been set up by them in
the controversy

1 that no word from the pen or voice of joseph
smith favorable to polygamy is found in any authentic
publication representing the church prior to his
death

2 that to the contrary the teachings of the
standard books of the church all enjoin monogamy
these books include the book of monnonmormon transla-tedtranslated
by joseph smith the doctrine and covenants contain-
ing

7

revelations given through him and the inspired
version of the bible as corrected by him these he
left to the church s its constitutional lawlav presum-
ably representing his own mind and will as well as the
mind and will of god furthermore the official organ
of the church the timeslimes and seasons shortly before
his death contained his signed aenunciationannunciation of poly-
gamy and notice of expulsion from the church of one who
had advocated it timeslimeszimes and seaser sons volume page
423423i see also volume volume 5 pages 400490
491

3 that his wife emma of outstanding reputation
for veracity in her dying testimony denied that her
husband ever had any other wife or ever sanctioned
polygamypoly shepamypany testified no such thingthina as polygamy
or spiritual wiferylifery was taught publicly or privately
before my husbands death that I1 have now or ever
had any knowledge of he hadhd no other wife but me
nor did he to nymy knowledgeanotno everil haveedge church
history volume 3 pages 3 3 under the terms
of the so called revelation joseph could not have
taken another wife without emmas knowledge his
son joseph president of the reorganization for
fifty three years and personally known to thousands
of us joined in the testimony that his father had
but one wife

4 that there was never any progeny born to
joseph smith exceptingexcept byinoina his one wife emma judejudgejud
john

e
F philips of the circuit court of the united

states in his templetempie lot decision 189408c4 commentedcoinmented
on that fact no such marriagemarria evere occurred miderunderwider
the rules of the church and no offspring came from
the imputed illicit intercourse although joseph
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smith was in the full vigor of young manhood and his
wife emma was giving birth to healthy children in
regular order decision of jude philips in the temdle
lot case pages 202620 duringdurina26 july 19331533 inez davisdavi
of our church historical department prepared for me a
list of the direct posterity of josephjoseqhjose andqh emma smith
at that tire there were 19150 living and 31 dead making
a total of 190igoico descendants born to joseph smith through
the line of his one wife emma hale smith and to date
no posterity ever in evidence is credited to him from
any of the numerous alleged plural wives igo190100iso to 0 is
a heavy score against a system allegedly set up to
produce posterity

testimony of women whouno claimed they were his
wives shows evidence of fraud and collusion and does
not stand up in court two of them thought to have
clearer cases than others actually did appear in
person in the temple lot suit and judge philips dis-
credited their testimony in his decision seeksee decision
pages 202620

6

26

that the motive for deceptiondece onution the part of
brigham young and his immediate associates is found
in the fact that on the twenty ninth day of august
1852182 when they first brought the alleged revelation
to light they were deeply involved in polygamy and
desired to claim the sanction of heaven for their
marital ventures no one of them was a prophet
brigham said publiclyDubli thatcly he was neither a prophet
nor the son of a prophet consequently they invoked
the name and the memory of joseph smith who was revered
by the church as a prophet and at one stroke secured
the prestigepresti of his name and themselves came from under
the onus of introducing the system which was destined
to bringbrins so much grief on that day in 1852182 when
brigham young introduced the doctrine publicly he
was according to utah biographersbior theraphers husband of
twenty romenwomeni see pi ctresatres and biogreiehitsbtorgiphips of brigham
young and his wives copyrighted l8b180blab and endorsed
by the presidencypresicency of ae utah churchChi thisurchtrch was in
direct conflict vithwith the constitutional law of the
church something had to be done something was done

POINT OF VIEW OF THE MORMON CHURCH

the church of jesus christclarist of latter day saints
mormon on the other hand claims that the revelation on
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celestial marriage section 132 utah doctrine and covenants

was recorded july 12 5 1843184 but3 was given before that time

the date in the heading of the revelation of theternity of the marriage covenant 5 including the plural-
ity of wives notes the time at which the revelation was
committed to writing 5 notriot the time at which the prin-
ciples set forth in the revelation were first made knownkn
to

cim
the prophet this is evident from the written revela-

tion itself which discloses the fact that joseph smith
was already in the relationship of plural marriage as
the following passage witnesses

and let mine handmaid emmaenma smith receive all
those that have been given unto my servant josephjoceph
and who are virtuous and durepure before me

there is indisputable evidence that the revelation
making known this marriage law was given to the prophet
as early as 1831 in that year and thence intermitt-
ently up to 1833 he prophet was engaged in a revision
of the english bible text under the inspiration of god
sidney rigdon in the main acting as his scribe As he
beanbeganbefan his revision with the old testament he would be
dealing with the age of the patriarchs in 18311031 he
was doubtless struck with the favor in which the lord
held the several bible patriarchs of that oeriodperiod not-
withstanding they hadhed a plurality of wives aatalhatabhat more
natural than that he should inquire of the lord at that
time valenwhenaiendlensheni his mind must have been impressed with the
fact why 0 lord didst thou justify thy servants
abraham isaac and jacob as also moses david and
solomon in the matter of their having many wives and
concubines see opening paragraphpararraphparagraph of the revelation
in answer to that inquiry came the revelation though
not then committed to writing

corroborative evidences of the fact of the revela-
tion having been given thus early in the prophets
career are to be found in the early charges against
the church about its belief in polygamy for ex-
ample kihenwhen the book of doctrine and covenants was
presented to the several quorums of the priesthood
of the church for acceptance in the general assembly
of that body the lth17thithalth of august 1835183 an article
on marriage was presented by

a revelation nor was it presentedpressent
as such to the general assembly of the priesthood

57

viand

the

11 phelps which
for many years was publishedDublidubil inshed the doctrine and cov-
enants it was not

jo-seph

oer lodiod

marrial eitelletl

ed

zat
feriod

1.1



aascabsc nt
esthoodestwood

8

it was an article however that represented the views
of the assembly on the subject of marriage at that
time unenlightened as they were by the revelation
already given to the prophet on the subject what the
prophet josephs connection was with this article can-
not be learned whether he approved it or not is
uncertain since he was absent from kirtland at the
time of the general assembly of the priesthood which
accepted it on a visit to the saints in michigan
see history of the church vol I1 ppap 213324353213243

in

3

this article on marriage the following sentence
occurs

inasmuch as this church of christ has been re-
proached with the crime of fornication and polygamy
we declare that we believe that one man should have
one wife and one woman but one husband except in
case of death when either is at liberty to marry
again

from this it is evident that as early at least as
1831835 a charge of polygamy was made against the church
why was that the case unless the subject of polygamy
had been mooted within the church Is it not evident
that some one to whom the prophet had confided the
knowledge of the revelation he had received concerning
the rightfulness of plural marriage under certain
circumstances had unwisely made some statement con-
cerning the matter

again in may 1836 in missouri in a series of
questions asked and answered through the elderseldereidereiders s
journal the following occurs

do the mormonscormons believe in having more wives
than one

to which the answer is given

no not at the same time

this again represents the belief of the saints at
that time unenlightened as they then were by the revela-
tion received by their prophet but again why this
question unless there had been somosome agitation of the
subject had2 some one before the time had come for
making known this doctrine to the church again unwisely
referred to the knowledge which had been revealed to
the prophet some seven years earlier
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all these incidents blend together and make itclearly evident that the revelation on arriagemarriageir was
given long before the 12th of july 1843 doubtless
as early as 18311631

in addition to these indirect evidences is the
direct testimony of the late elder orson pratt of
the council of the twelve apostles in 1878 in
company with president josephjosedhjozephjoseah F smith elder pratt
visited several states east of the mississippi in
the capacity of a missionary and at pianoplano illinois
at a meeting of the so called reorganized church of
the latter day saints he was invited by the presid-
ing officer a mr dille and the meeting to occupy
the time which he did in his remarks according to
his own and his companionscomdanions report of the meeting

elder pratt gave a plain simple narration of his
early experience in the church relating many inter-
esting incidents connected with its rise explained
the circumstances under which several revelations were
received by joseph the prophet and the manner in
which he received them he being present on several
occasions of the kind declared thc-t at such times
joseph used the seer stone when inquiring of the lord
and receiving revelation but tho-t he was so thorough-
ly endowed with the inspiration of theohe almighty and
the spirit of revelation that he often received them
without any instrument or other means than the
operation of the spirit upon his mind referred to
the testimony which he received of the truth of the
great latter day work while yet a boy testified
that these things were not matters of belief only
with him but of actual knowledge he explained the
circumstances connected with the comingaming forth of the
revelation on plural marriage refuted the statement
and belief of those present that brigham young was the
author of that revelation showed that joseph smith
the prophet had not only commenced6onimenced the practice him-
self and taught it to others before president young
and the twelve had returned from their mission in
europe in 1841 but that josephjosepljoseel actuallytuallyac received
revelations upon that principle as early as 1831
said lyman111ymaniyman johnson who was very familiar with
joseph at this early date joseph living at his fetherstethersfathersfathers
house and who was also very intimate with me we havlfavl g

traveled on several missions togethertoge tojdv1o3dtherLherthed me himself
that joseph had made known to him as early as 183118311 ellit
plural marriage was a correct principle joseph decairdec3ir
to lymanlyman tactthct god had revealed it to him but that thelilellie
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time had not come to teach or practice it in the church
but that the time would come to this statement elderpratt borebom his testimony he cited several instances
of joseph having had wives sealed to him one at least
as early as april th 1841 which was some time driornriordarior
to the return of the twelve from england referred to
his own triaitrial in regard to this matter in nauvoo and
said it was because he got his information from a wicked
source from those disaffected but as soon as he learned
the truth helieite was satisfied

signed orson pratt
signed joseph F smith

the above is taken from a signed report of elders
orson pratt and joseph F smith of the council of the
twelve on the occasion of their visit to the east in
1878 and is to be found in the millennial star vol

0 nos and 00.

relative to the committing the revelation to
writing on the 12th of july is that can best be
told by the man who wrote the revelation as the prophet
joseph dictated it to him illiamwilliam clayton and the
man unowho copied it the day following joseph kingsbury
and from which copy the revelation was afterwards
printed as it now stands in the current edition of
the doctrine and covenants in a sworn statement
before jolinjohnjolln T caine a notary public in salt lake
city on february loth 1874 william clayton said

on the 7thath of october 1842 in the presence of
bishop newel K whitney and his wife elizabeth ann
president joseph smith appointed me temple recorder
and also his private clerk placing all records
books papers etc in my care and requiringreoureauneou inemelneideiring to
take charge of and preserve them his closing words
being uhenwhenihen I1 have any revelations to write you are
the one to write them

on the morning of the 12th of july 1831843 joseph
and hyrum smith came intoii theito office in the upper stoystory
of the brick store on the bank of the mississippi
river they were talking on the subject of plural
marriage hyrum said to joseph if you will write
the revelation on celestial marriagemarri I1aae wjlll take it
and read it to emma and I1 believe I1 can convince
her of its truth and you will hereafter have peace
joseph smiled and remarked you do not know einmaeximaeinda as
well as I1 do 1 hyrum repeated his opinion and furtherfulrui 0101
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josephjoseih then put the
revelation in his pocket and they both left the office

the revelation was read to several of the authori-
ties during the day towards evening bishopbishodbeshod newel K

whitney asked joseph if he had any objections to his
taking a copycoty of the revelation joseph replied that
he had not and handed it to him it was carefully
copied the following day by joseph C kingsbury two
or three days after the revelation was written joseph
related to me and several others that emma had so
teased and urgently entreated him for the privilege
of destroying it that he became so weary of her teasing
and

7

to get rid of her annoyanceamio heyance told her she might
destroy it and she had done SQ but he had consented
to her wish in this matter to pacify her realizing
that he knew the revelation perfectly and could re-
write it at any time if necessary

i

theittheatthe copy made by josephjoseth C kingsbury is a true
and correct copy of the original in every respect
the copy was careful preserved by bishop ivt hitney
and

I1

but
Y

few knew of its existence until the temporary
carefulycarefully

61

remarked he doctrine is so plain I1 can convince any
reasonable man or woman of its truth purity and heav-
enly origin 1 or words to that effect joseph then said
well I1 will write the revelation and we will see 1

he then requested me to get paper and prepare to write
hyrum very urgently requestedreque josephstedstea to write the revela-
tion by means of the urimarim and thummimthurmnimThumThurm butnimmimninnlnmin joseph in
reply said he did not need to for he knew the

received a more severe talking to in his life that
emma was very bitter and full of resentment and anger

joseph quietly remarked 1 told you you did not
know emma as well as I1 did

the

I

severa1

b

revela-
tion perfectly from beginning to end

josephitjoseph and hyrum then sat down and joseph commenced
to dictate the revelation on celestial marriage and I1
wrote it sentence by sentence as he dictated after
the whole was written joseph asked me to read it
through slowly and carefully which I1 did and he
pronounced it correct he then remarked that there
was much more that he could write on the same subject
but what was written was sufficient for the present

hyrum then took the revelation to read to emma
joseph remained with me in the office until hyrum
returned dhenwhenuhen he came back joseph asked him how
he had succeeded hyrum replied thatteattrat he had never

It
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ElizaellzabethAnn whitneyitneydh his
wife and the prophet joseph told me personally that
he had married other women in accordance with the
revealedrevearevee willled of god and spoke concerning the prin-
ciple as being a command of god for holy purposes
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clayto-hclayto-b

mdeanemdedne day

62

location of the camps of israel at winter quarters on
the missouri river in 1846

signed wm clayton
salt lake city feb 16thl6thlath 187187111

on may 22 1886 joseph C kingsbury made the fol
lowing statement before charles viij stayner a notary
public in salt lake city

in reference to the affidavit of elder illian1filliam
clayton on the subject of the celestial order of
patriarchal marriage published in the deseret news
of may 20th 1886 and particularly as to the state-
ment made therein concerning myself as having copied
the originaloriorloni revelationinaiinal written by brother clayton at
the dictation of the prophet joseph I1 will say that
bishop newel K whitneyUh handeditney me the revelation
above referred to either on the day it was written or
the day followingfollowinc and stating what it was asked me
to make a copycody of it I1 did so and then read my copy
of it to bishop whitneyhitney11 we compared it with the originalorlorioni
which

vinaivinal
he held in his hand while I1 read to him when

he had finished reading bishopbiszhon hitneywhitneyVl pronounced
the copy correct and hyrum smith coming into the room
at the time to fetch the original bishopbisho whitneyo handed
it to him I1 will also state thatthet this codycopy as also
the originaloriorl arecinal identically the same as that pub-
lished in the present edition 1886 of the book of
doctrine and covenants

lt1 will add that I1 also knew that the prophet
joseohjoseph smith had married other women besides his first
wife emma I1 was well aware of the fact of his habinchavinghavinc
married sarah ann whitney the eldest daughter of
bishop newel K whitney and elizabetheilzabethelizabetha-nsann

signed joseph C kingsbury 15

in the journal hi story of the church the following
is recorded

wednesday july 12th 1843 the following revelation
was dictated by joseph the prophet and written in the
presence of hyrum smith and wmism clayton

roberts op92 cit vol introduction XXIX XXXIV

c

I

ai are

elizabethann
L he

kingsbury15

history

11

5robertseroberts 5

12 ed

followinc

Bisthonzhonthoc

jose oh

tha-t



wiovio
lootoo

63

SECTION 132

underlining is myraymay own

1 verily thus saith the lord unto you my ser-
vant josephjosephljosephy that inasmuch as you have inquired of
my hand to know and understand wherein I1 the lord
justified my servants abraham isaac and jacob as
also moses david and solomon my servants as touch-
ing the principle and doctrine of their having many
wives and concubines

2 behold and lo10 I1 am the lord thy god and
will answer thee as touching this matter

3 therefore prepare thy heart to receive and
obey the instructions which I1 am about to give unto
you for all those who have this law revealed unto
them must obey the same

4 for behold I1 reveal unto you a new and an
everlasting covenant and if ye abide not that covenant
then are ye damned fortor no one can reject this covenant
and be permitted to enter into my glory

5 for all who will have a blessing at my hands
shall abide the law which was appointed for that
blessing and the conditions thereof as were insti-
tuted from before the foundation of the world

6 and as pertaining to the new and everlasting
covenant it was instituted for the fulnessfalness of my
glory and he that receivereceiveth a fulnessfalness thereof must
and shall abide the law or he shall be damned saith
the lord god

7 and verily I1 say unto you that the conditions
of this law are these all covenants contractsconti bondsbonds7eastseacts
obligations oaths vows performances connections
associations or expectations that are not made and
entered into and sealed by the holy spirit of promise
of him who is armointedannointed both as well for time and for
all eternity and that loocoo most holy by revelation
and commandment through the medium of mine anointedanoint
whom I1 have appointed on the earth to hold this power

and I1 have appointed unto my servant joseph to hold
this powerpomer in the last days and there is never but
one on the earth at a time on whom thidthis power and the
keys of this priesthood are conferred are ofno
efficacy virtue or force in and after the resut
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rection from the dead for all contracts that are not
made unto this end have an end when men are dead

8 behold mine house is a house of order saith
the lord god and not a house of confusion

9 will I1 accept of an offering saith the lord
that is not made in myroyrnymoy name

10 or will I1 receive at your hands that which
I1 have not appointed

11 and will I1 appoint unto you saith the lord
except it be by law even as I1 and my father ordained
unto you before the world was

12 1I am the lord thy god and I1 give unto you
this commandment that no man shall come unto the
father but by me or by my word which is my lawlav
saith the lord

13 and everything that is in the world whether
it be ordained of men by thrones or principalities
or powers or things of name whatsoever they may be
that are not b me or by my vordwordvond saith the lord
shall be thrownthrovrthrove down and shall not remain after men
are dead neither in nor after the resurrection saith
the lord your god

1411 for whatsoever things remain are by me and
whatsoever things are not be my shall be shaken and
destroyed

1 therefore if a man marry him a wife in the
world and he marry her not by me nor by my word and
he covenant with her so longas he is in the world and
she with him their covenant and marriage are not of
force when they are dead and when they arearc out of the
world therefore they are not bound by any law when
they are out of the world

16 therefore when they are out of the world
they neither marry nor are given in marriage but
are appointed liigelsngelsangels in heaven which angels are
ministering servants to minister for those who are
worthy of a far nionedionediore and an exceeding and an eternal
weight of glory

17 for these angels did not abide my aw
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therefore they cannot be enlarged but remain sep-
arately and singly without exaltation in their saved
condition to all eternity and from henceforth are
not gods but are angels of god forever and ever

18 and again verily I1 say unto you if a man marrymanrymanny
a wife for time and for all eternity if that covenant
is not by me or by my word which is my law and is not
sealed by the holyedly spirit of promise through him whom
I1 have anointed and appointed unto this power then it
is not valid neither of force when they are out of the
world because they are not joined by me saith the
lord neither by my word when they are out of the world
it cannot be received there because the angels and
the gods are appointedpointedaD there by whom they cannot pass
they cannot tiereforetherefore inherit my glory for my house
is a house of order saith the lord god

1 and again verily I1 say unto you if a man
marry a wife by my word which is my law and by the
new and everlasting covenant and it is sealed unto
them by the holy spiritsnirit of DronL miseromise by him who is
anointed unto whom I1 have appointed this power and
the keys of this priesthood and it shall be said
unto them ye shall come forth in the first resurrection
and if it be after the first resurrection in the next
resurrection and shall inherit thrones kingdoms
principalities and powers dominions all heights and
depths then shall it be writtenrr initten the lambs book of
life that he shall commit no murder whereby to shed
innocent blood and if ye abide in my covenant and
commit no murder whereby to shed innocent blood it
shall be done unto them in all things whatsoevervrhatsoever my
servant hath put upon them in time and through all
eternity and shall be of full force when they are out
of the world and they shall pass by the angels and
the gods which are set there to their exaltation and
glory in all things as hath been their
heads which glory shallshalishail be a fulnessfalness and a continuation
of the seeds forever and ever

i

20 then shall they be gods because they have no
end therefore shall they be from everlasting to ever
lasunglasing because they continue then shall they be
above all because ailall things are subject unto them
then shall they be gods because they have all power
and the angels are subject unto them

21 verily verily I1 say unto you except ye
abide my law ye cannot attain to this glory
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22 for strait is the gate and narrow the way
that leadeth unto the exaltation and continuation of
the lives and few there be that find it because ye
receive me not in lheiheahe world neither do ye know me

23 but if ye receive me in the world then shall
ye know me and shall receive your exaltation that
where I1 am ye shall be also

24 this is eternal lives to know the only wise
and true god and jesus christ whom he hath sent I1
am he receive ye therefore my law

2 broad is the gate and wide the way that
leadeth to the deaths and many there are that go in
thereat because they receive me not neither do they
abide in my law

26 verily verily I1 say unto you if a man
marry a wife according to my word and they are sealed
by the holy spirit of promiseDro accordingmise to mine ap-
pointment andana he or she shall commit any sin or trans-
gression of the new and everlasting covenant whatever
and all manner of blasphemies and if they commit no
murder wherein they shed innocent blood yet they shall
come forth in the first resurrection and enter into
their exaltation but they shall be destroyed in the
flesh and shall be delivered unto the buffetings of
satan unto the day of redemption saith the lord god

27 the blasphemy against the holy ghost which
shall not be forgiven in the world nor out of the
world is in that ye commit murder wherein ye shed
innocent blood and assent unto my death after ye
have received my new and everlasting covenant saith
the lord god and he that abidetharideth not this law can in
nowise enter into my glory but shall be damned saith
the lord

af2p2f I1 am the lord thy god and will givegire unto
thee the law of my holy priesthood as was ordained
by me and my father before the world was

29 abraham received all things whatsoever he
received by revelation and commandment by my word
saith the lord and hath entered into his exaltation
and sitteth upon his throne

30 abraham received promisespromis concerning his
seed and of the fruit of his loins from whose loins
ye are namely my servant joseph which were to
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continue so long as they were in the world and as
touching abraham and his seed out of the world they
should continue both in the world and out of the
world should they continue as innumerable as the
stars or if ye were to count the sand upon the sea-
shore ye could not number them

31 this promise is yours also because ye are of
abraham and the pronrse was made unto abraham and by
this law is the continuation of the works of my father
wherein he glorifiethglori himselffieth

32 go ye therefore and do the works of abrahamabrahan
enter ye into my lawlav and yeze shall be saved

33 but if ye enter not into my lawlav ye cannot
receive the aromisepromts0dromise of my father which he mademeidemelde iunto
abraham

31 god commanded abraham and sarah gave hager
unto abraham to bifwifewif and why did she do it be-
cause this was the lav and from hagar sprang many
people this therefore was fulfilling among other
things the promises

3 was abraham therefore under condemnation
verily I1 say unto you nay for I1 the lord commanded
it

36 abraham was commanded to offer his songon isaac
nevertheless it was written thou shaltshallshaitshail not kill
abraham however did not refuse and it was accounted
unto him for righteousness

37 abraham received concubines and they bore
him children and it was accounted unto him for right-
eousness because they were given unto him and he
abode in my law as isaac also and jacob did none other
things than that hichwhich they were commanded and be-
cause they did none other things than that which they
were commanded they have entered into their exaltation
according to the promises and sit upon thrones and
are not angels but are gods

38 david also received many wivesvives and concubines
and also solomon and mosesnoses my servants from the
begirmirrg of creation until thisflits time and in nothing
did they sin save in those things which they received
not of me
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I1heche case of uriah and his wife and there-
fore he hath fallen from his exaltation and received
his portion and he shall not inherit them out of the
world for I1 gave them unto another saith the lord

40 1I am the lord thy god and I1 gave unto thee
my servant josephjoseohjose anoh appointment and restore all
things ask what ye will and it shall be given unto
you according to my word

41 and as ye have asked concerning adultery
verily verily I1 say unto you if a man receivereceiveth
a wife in the new and everlasting covenant and if
she be with another man and I1 have not appointedpointedaD unto
her by the holy anointing she hath committed adultery
and shall be destroyed
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39 davids wives and concubines were given unto
him of me by lhe1he hand of nathan my servant and
others of the prophets who had the keys of this power
and in none of these things did he sin against me
save in

42 if she be not in the new and everlasting coven-
ant and she be with another man she has committed
adultery

43 and if her husband be withith another woman
and he waswacvasvacwa underc a vow he hath broken his vow and
hath committed adultery

44 and if she hath not committed adultery but
is innocent and hath not broken her vow and she
knoweth it and I1 reveal it unto you my servant
joseohjosephjose thenoh shall you have power by the power of
my holy priesthood to take her and give her unto
him that hath not committed adultery but hath been
faithful for he shall be made ruler over many

4 for I1 have conferred upon you the keys and
power of the priesthood wherein I1 restore all things
and make known unto you all things in due time

46 and verily verily I1 say unto you that
whatsoever youyoli seal on earth shall be sealed in heaven
and whatsoever you bind on earth in my name and by
my word saith the lord it shall be eternally bound
in the heavens and whosesoever ins you remit on
earth shall be remitted eternally in the heavens and
whosesoever sins you retain on earth shall be retained
in heaven
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474 7 and again verily I1 say whomsoever you bless
I1 will bless and whomsoever you curse I1 will curse
saith the lord for I1 the lord am thy god

48 and again verily I1 say unto you my servant
joseph that whatsoever you give on earth and to
whomsoever you give any one on earth by mymir word and
according to my law it shall be visited with blessings
and not curlingscursingscur andsings with my power saith the lord
and shall be without condemnation on earth and in
heaven

49 for I1 am the lord thy god and will be with
thee even unto the end of the world an through
all eternity for verily I1 seal upon you your exaltationexIal
and

tation
prepare a throne for you in the kingdom of my father

with abraham your father
0 behold I1 have seen your sacrifices and will

forgive all your sins I1 have seen your sacrifices
in obedience to that which I1 have told you go there-
fore and I1 make a way for your escape as I1 accepted
the offering of abraham of his son isaac

1 verily I1 say unto you A commandment I1 givagiv0zjvz
millamillquatqnn-lnemine handmaidhajidrna id emm smithssmithysmithsmtth youryoul wife homwhom I1
have iven uno you that shesue stay herself and pa rtakeotake
notnqtnat qr0 ehatchatt wnicnlh commandedcoma youbandediandedt towh offercifferi untounc her0
for did icc saithsnithsalth the lord LOto droveprove youou all as I1
did abranam and chatchac I1

i

i

2 and let mine handmaid emma smith receive all
those tht have been zivengivenkiven unto mymv servantseryancferyancser joseiphjosephyanc aindfindendfand
who are virtuous and nure before me and those whouno are rb
not pure and have said they were pure shall be de-
stroyed saith the lord god

i

3 for I1 am the lord thy god and ye shall obey
my voice and I1 give unto my servant joseph that he
shall be made ruler over many things for he hath been
faithful over a few things and from henceforth I1 will
strengthen him

4 and J command mine handmaid emma smithsmiths to
abide and clavecleave unto myly rvan t

she will not abide tistrist commandinentcommancimentcommanconmanis rhg
destroyeddestrovdestros

cimentclment
shall nithsnithpdbe theche lord torpor 1 ainamaln thet lod
thy goood001 andj villwj destroydeardesr11 herhenhienhlen if he abide not in my
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55 but if sherherhasha will not abide

of fathers and others brothers and sistersisters houses
and lands wivewives andend children aridandarld croonscio of eternal
lives in the eternaeternal worlds

6 and aainaaen

trespassed against neme and I1 lheme lord thy god will
bless her and multiplymultidlymultmulti heriDly and opakerpake her heartheprt to
rejoice

57 and again I1 say let not my servant joseph
put his property out of his hands lest an enemy come
and destroy him for satan seekethseebeth to destroy for I1
am the lord thy god and he is my servant and behold
and lo10 I1 am with him as I1 was with abraham thy
father even unto his exaltation and glory

58 now as touching the law of the priesthood
there are many things pertaining thereunto

5359 verily if a man be called of mytnyinythy father as
was aaron by mine own voice and by the voice of him
that sent me and I1 have endowed him with the keys ol01of
the power of this priesthood if he do anything in my
name and according to my law and by my word he will
not commit sin and I1 willwilwllvilvit-i justify1 him

60 let no one therefore set on my servant
joseph for I1 will justify him for he shall do the
sacrifice which I1 require at his hands for his trans-
gressions saith the lord yourybur god

61 and again as pertaining to the law of the
priesthood if any man espouse a virgin and desire
to espouse another and the first give her consent
and if he espouse the sec nd and they are virgins
and have vowed to no other man then is he justified
he cannot commit adultery for they are iven unto him
for he cannot commit adultery withvithlathtath that that belongethbelonaethbelobeio
unto

ngeth
him and to no one else

62 and if he have ten virgins given unto him b
this law he cannot commitcotmnit adultery for they belong
to him and they are given unto him therefore is he
justified

9 as J 0 r he r
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56 anda ain varllyverily I1 say let mine handmaid
forgive mytryrryrny servantervant josethjoserh lishis
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I1 commanded abraham to take hagar to wife
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63 but if one or either of the ten virgins
after she is espoused shall be with another man she
has committed adulteryadua andtery shall be destroyed for
they are given unto him to multiply and replenish the
earth according to my commandment and to fulfilfulfill the
promise which was given by my father before the founda-
tion of the world and for their exaltation in the
eternal worlds that they may bear the soullsouil of men
for herein is the work of my father continued that he
may be glorified

64 and again verily verily I1 say unto you ifany manroanmoan have a wifewifbif who holds the keys of this powerpover
and he teaches unto her the law of my priesthood as
pertainingpertainin to these things then shall she believe and
administer unto him or she shall be destroyed saith
the lord your god for I1 will destroy her for I1 will
magnify my name upon all those who receive and abide
in my law

6 therefore it shall be lawful in me if she
receive not this law for him to receive all thinsthings
whatsoever I1 the lord his god will ive unto him
because she did not believe and administer unto him
according to my word and she then becomes the trans-
gressor and he is exempt fromf therom law of sarah who
administered unto abraham according to the law when

66 and now as pertaining to this law verily
i verily I1 say unto you I1 will reveal more unto you

hereafter therefore let this suffice for the present
behold I1 am alpha and omega amen

this revelation is not to be found in the doctrine
and covenants of the reorganized church and another thesis
could well be written upon the problem of the differences
between these two versions and the claims of each regarding

the revelations claimed to be given during the lifetime
of the prophet

verse fifty two of section 132 definitely commands

emma to receive all those that have been given unto my
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servant joseph and who are virtuous and pure before memc

this statement it seems to me definitely proves that josephjoseoh
was married to other women before this time if one accepts

the revelation to be divine and the date of the recording to

be correct

it also suggests thattha emmaenma may be having a difficult
time to accept the revelation as divine for in the fifty
fourth to fifty seventh verses it states

and I1 command mine handmaidhanahani emmamaidmaldnaid smith to
abide and cleave unto my servant joseph and to none
else but if she will not abide this commandment che
shall be destroyed saith the lord for I1 am the lord
thy god and will destroy her if she abide not in my
law

but if she will not abide this concommandmentimandmentiman
then

dment
shailshallshal3shala my servant joseph do all things for her

even as he hath said and I11 will bless him and multiply
him and give unto him an hundredfoldhundred infold this world
of fatherfathers and mothers brothers and sisters houses
and lands wives and children and crowns of eternal
lives in the eternal worlds

6 and again verily I1 say let mine handmaid
forgive mymv servant joseph his trespasses and then shallshal
she be forgivenlorgivenorgivenyorloror hergiven trespasses wherein she has trespassed
against me and I1 the lord thy god will bless her
and multiplymult herirlyiTly and make her heart to rejoice

if joseph may alsoaiso have been partly in transgreiontransgrerrion

as suggested in the fifty sixth verse the sixtieth vereverqverreversevera
suggests the sacrifice thct will be required of him

60 let no one therefore set on my servant josephjosefh
for I1 will justify him for he shalishall do the sacrifice
which I1 require at his hands for his transgresstransgrensi ns
salthsaith thefhe lord your god

on tuesday may 1 1843043 the prophet putting hiills
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hand on the knee of william clayton said
your ilfelife is hidhlf ithvithwith christ in god and so arcare many

others nothing but the unpardonable sin can prevent
you from inheriting eternal life for you are sealed up
by the power of the priesthood unto eternal lirelifeilfe having
taken the step necessary for that purpose

except a man and his wife enter into an everlasting
covenant and be married for eternity while in this
probation by the power and authority of the holy
priesthood they willifillfilli cease to increase when they die
that is they wil not have any children after the
resurrection but those who are married by the powerdowerdover
and authority of the priesthood in this life andana
continue without committingnittingcoff the sin against the holy
ghost wi33wi11 continue to increpincreaseincreep and have children
in the celestial glory the unpardonable sin will
be visited with judgment in the flesh and the spirit
being delivereddelire toredned the buffetings of satan until the day
of the lord jesus

the way I1 know in whom to confide god tells me in
whom I1 may place confidence

in the celestialcelestia glory therether are three heavens or
degrees and in order to obtain the highest a man must
enter into this order of the priesthood meaning thebhe
new and everlasting covenant of marriage and if he
does not he cannot obtain it he may enter into the
other but that is the end of his kingdomking hedoindoln cannot
have an increase6increaseincreased

the

6

first sentence your life is hid withvithwrith christ
in god and so are many others 31 suggests that many had

accepted the doctrine by this time and that the nature of it
demanded secrecy in order to fulfill the lords command

it is significant that before april 1838 oliver
cowdery had accused joseph of adultery

some of the most provocative statements however

appear in the journal historyibiili asst followsqrv
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I1 have secret enemies in the city
mingling with the saints
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april 2 1842 joseohjosephjozeph writes A conspiracy against
the peace of my household was made manifestlani andfest it gave
me sone trouble the lord manifests to me many things
which it is not wisdom to maleemakemapemalremaire public until others can
witness the proofnroof of them

this sounds to me like a reference to polygamy

again

16thl6thlath july 1843 preached in the morning and evening
at the grove concerning a mans foes being those of
his ownom household

and slightlyslig touchedhtay upon
the subject of the everlasting covenant and showed that
a man and his wifewifbif must enter into that covenant in the
world or he will have no claim on her in the next world
but on account of the unbelief of the people I1 cannot
reveel the fulnessfalness of these things at present

I1 think that joseph is referring here to the fact that
emma has rejected the revelation and is opposing him in his
teaching the truths of it to others

again

23 july 1843 joseph speaking of those who assail
him that are too ignorant of the things of god which
have been revealed to me to judge my actions motives
or conduct in any correct manner whatever

LORENZO D WASSONSVASSONS LETTER

about one year before this time lorenzo D dassonwassonwasson

the only blood relative of emma hale to join the church as

far as I1 have been able to find out wrote the following

letter to joseph and emma he makes an interesting statement

i at the end of the letter about josephs cautiousness in taking

someone along with him when he goes visiting the sick so that

he will not give people an opportunity to censure him for beargbeirg

unvirtuous

20 jo
i

t

e

reve 1

whi ch

T mma

i-e nh

l-any

nroff



n-chn-gh

philosophilosof hythyl

advocaadvona t e 06

calvinism on the 23rd he would not show that morrrci
was false as he had stated so we took him uponuron cal-

vinism and I1 assure you he found himself in poor icin
before we got throughth erouah left many believilifbelievincbelievingbeliebeile ourvingvinc

75

philadelphia
ly 301342

dear uncle and aunt

with feelingsfelings of no ordinary character and under
peculiar circumstances I1 now attempt to breakbreekbrea the
seeming long silence that has not be interrupted
since I1 left your hospitablehosnitable cottage and the society
of those rendered dear to me by their virtues their
benevolence and their glorious institutions that
with the assistance of my heaheavenlyveny father has formed
my character and habits for the society of saints and
angels

I1 am in the enjoyment of good health and I1 believeentirely free iromfromfronI thatrom miserable contemptibleintemntible disease
that destroys the constitution of man namely ague
and fever and what causes me greater rejoicing I1
have by the grace of god abolished the more danger
ou malady one that binds the mind of man in midnight
darknessdanknessdarldanldani andmess obscures their destiny and eternal hap-
piness in mystic clouds of uncertainty and doubt
namely sectarian cupidity I1 have just returned to
this city from a short excursion of four weeks throughthrouah
the south part of jersey brother I1 ivins and myself
were the first that ever proclaimeddroclaimed the everlasting
gospel in that region of country and to the disappoint-
ment of the people and consternation of hireling prierpried
we preached christ and him crucified and presented
new and important truths from their own bibles that heytheychey
nvernevern sawver or heard of before the people of this sec-
tion are principally methodists and presbyterians
but they were inclined to believe the truth as it was
presented until the decrees of their long robed gods
went forth commanding them not to hear or entertain
these postersimpostorsim as we were called 00 delusion 0 blind
philosophy I1 how long will they unfortunate dupesdunes be
bulled by the apseipse dixit of learned fools and holy
knaves

we were frequently obliged to leave the scriptures
or subject under considerationsidetationsideration and give lessons on
good manners and advise disorderly priests notDAnol to
disgrace their parents by showing their bad brcedlnfibreedirigbree
we

dIrig
heldholdheid a discussion with a college bred advocate of
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I1 arrived in philadelphia the saints were in a tremendtremond
ourflustration for the welfare of brother josenhjosephjoseah and
their friends at nauvoo the disclosures of john C

bennett and his satellites had just arrived and the faith
of somesoire was failingfailinr others doubting and those founded
on the rock were contending againstaaainst such unheard of
falsehoods and slanders and turning the renroachreproach where
it belongs upon the heads of those black and midnight
fiends who have made this bold attempt to destroy a
virtuous people

great excitement in this city at this timetim there
is a discussion in progression between our beloved
brothel adams and dr hestwest the celebrated lion liar
0 sectarianism it is lesllyreslly amusing to see these
two champions contend withirith stentorian voice eloquence
and language and all the tact of argument that god
lavisheslavishedlavis uponhes the defenders of truth and the devil
upon his lawyers is arrayed in this debate it is
appalling to hear the groans of priests the clamor
of infidels and apparently the last dying struggles
of modern babylon beneath the ponderous weight of
truth may the time speedily arrive when she shall
have kicked her last and liberty truth and happiness
be the principles that stand as a watchword for the faith-
ful whourho by their virtues make glad the city of god

although I1 have left the society of tried friends

suhsun ier

redrenroachnoach

iteriten
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testimony and intend to return next week and give them
the second edition of the same important subject irnen

the joyous circles of the young and gifted the
endearments of domestic happiness surrounded with
brothers and sisters an affectionate mothermot inIier tears
and the society of those that would deem it a pleasurepieepleepleb
to

sure
administer to my necessities when sickness or

adverse fortune had laid upon me her withering hand
I1 have done it for the cause of truth and not for
worldly gain applause or pleasureole butasure it is my great-
est delight to defend the truth against the attacks of
holy hypocrites and bible infidels and by the assist-
ance of god I1 intend to bring our relatives into the
good work unless they persist in believingbelievin a ie that
they may be damned I1 intend goinggol905 tong harpersvilleHarpers
and

ville
harmony this fall unless I1 am advised to the

reverse uncle if you want any thing of me write to
tomstoins river N J I1 should be pleased to hear fronfrom you
all if I1 can be of any service in the bennett affair
I1 am ready I1 was reading in your chamber last surlier
yourself and bennett came into the lowerlover room and I1
heard you give J C bennettbennettt a tremendous flagellation
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for practicing iniquity under the base pretencepredencepre oftence
authority from the heads of the church if you recollyrecollectrecollq
I1 came down just before you were through talking thereare many thingsthinks I1 can inform you of if necessary in
relation to bennett and his prostitutes I1 am satisfied
of your virtue and integrity I1 have been with you to
visit with the sick and time and again to houses heredhere
you had business of importance you requested me to do
so many times I1 knew not why but I1 am satisfied it
was that you might not be censured by those that were
watching you with a jealous eye and I1 now solemnly
protest before god and man I1 never saw a thing un-
virtuous in your conduct with sentiments of high
esteem to the children and family I1 am your most obe-
dient nephew

L D was son
mr joseph smith
mrs emma smith7smitha

statements OF BRIGHAMBRIGHAII YOUNG concerningCNCERNING

PLURAL MARRIAGE AND endowments

the reorganized church claims that joseph smith never

taught or practisedpracticed polygamy and that it was initiated by

brigham young the journallournal history printingreprintingre from brigham

youngs journal for the date october 235 1843184 records3 the

following

with elder H C kimball and george A smith I1
visited the prophet joseph who was gladgiad to see us
we paid him every cent of the means we had collectedcollecoilecolie
for

cLed
the temple and nauvoo house he taught us many

principles illustrating the doctrine of celestial
marriage concerning which god had given him a revela-
tion july 12th

and three months previous to this journal history

july 1843 the followingollowingallowing appeared

elder brigham young wilford woodruff and george A

smith boarded the steamer lancet at st louis and
started for cinncinattiCinn ohiocinatti the following isit from

journal history7history july7 30 1842
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elder youngs journal

left st louis at 9 am for cincinnattiCincin onnatti board
the steamedsteamer lancetlancell and had conversation with variousgentlemengen whoClemen were inquiring afterarteraft mormonismr one of
whon a professorrrofessor in a southern university said I1

have hearedheardhealed and read much of your people and of joseph
smith betbut I1 have no confidence in newspaper stories
and if it would be agreeable I1 would like to ask a
few questionsquest 11lons I1 told him I1 would answer any questions
hebe kraghtraght propose so far as I1 was able

he then asked me if josethjosephjoserh smith had more wives
thanthall one I1 told him I1 ouldwould admit he had in order
to explain the principle I1 askedcashed the gentleman if he
believed the bible and was a believer in theche old and
nevnew testament and in the resurrection

I1 then asked him if he believed parents and
children husbands and wives would recognize each
other in the resurrection he said he did

also if parents and children would have the
same filial beelinfeelingfeelin towards each other which they have
here and he said he believed they would and that
their affections would be more acute than they are in
this life

I1 then said weale see in this life that amongst
christianChrls ministerstian and all classes of men a man willwiil
marry a eifeelfe and have children by her she dies and
he marries another and then another until men have
had as many as six wives and each of them bear children
this is considered all right by the christian world
inasmuch as a man has but one at a time

nownovnowy in the resurrection this man and all his wives
and children are raised from the dead what will be
doedoie withlailqi those women and children and who will they
belong to and if the manroanmoan is to have but one which
one in the lot shall he have

the professor replied he never thought of the
question in this light before and said he did riotnot
believezaievebellevebl hose women and children would belong to any
but those they belonged to in this life

very itllvtll said I1 you consider that to be a puriruripuci
holy plpir-ce in the presence of god angels and cculii l
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1I met with joseph hyrum iieberlleber9bieber wi31ard
bishops i hltney1hitney and iillermiller and gen james adams in
josephs private office where josenhjosephjoseah taught thetlletile
ancient order of thingsthins for the first time in theetherethese
last days and deceivedreceivedrec myelvredeiNred washingswashin annointingss nd
endowments

l-ilil-ill

79

for a man to have several wives and children by those
wives at the same time here in this lifeilfe as was thecase with abraham and many of the old prophets or
is it any more sinful to have several wives at a time
than at a different time

he answered 1 cannot see that it would be any
more inconsistent to have more wives in this life than
in the next or to have five wives at one time than
at five different times I1 feel to acknowledge it is
a correct principleDrin andciple a bible doctrine and I1 cannot
see anything inconsistent in it 11

after conversing with him upon the organization of
the church the gospel and the order of the priesthood
liehelleile remarked that such an organization possessed within
itself all the elements of permanent success and pros-
perity and the system of such a government could not
be overthrown

reached louisville on the 12th hile passing the
locks we visited mr porter the kentucky baby a
thin spare man 7 feet 7 inches high we walked
through and took a view of the city of louisville
and then proceeded to cindlnnatticincinnattiCincin wherenatti we arrived
on the 13th at

in his private office he being one of them and joseph taught

them the ancient order of things
mayilaylayfayI 4

I
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5-2L pmim and stayed with the brethren
I1 dreamed that brother joseph called us home

this was three days before the mormon church claims

that the revelation was written down dictated by the prophet

from memory and suggests that at least some of the leaders

knew about it before this time

fifteen months previous to this may 4 1842

brihambrigham youngyouna states that the prophet joseph met seven men
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the deseret news for february 11 1884 page 3 in
an article on the life of shadrack roundy writtenrittenUr by
lucius V scoviscovilsaovi said that he with four others finished
the room in the upper partdart of the bricabrickbric store on may
ath4th 1842 preparatorydenren toaratory givingiving endowments in it the
prophet dictated how the room should be ixedfixedaxed upud
bathsheba W smith who was closely associated with the
prophet and his family for some years before the martyr-
dom corroborates this in the following article which
appeared in the younyoungyoang romans journal vol 4 ppap s
29

she wasvasvaz one of the few who had their endovmentsendowments
in the prophets lifetimelife andtime it is worthy of
mention here that her testimony is that the ordinances
in our temples today are ex ctly the same as was that
of the first ordinances given under the prophets
direction she had her blessincsblessings in 1843 in nauvoo
the services were held in a large room over the store
here was given those initial blessings to the apostles
then in nauvoo and here began the mighty work which is
now of such magnitude she remembers the names of the
first couplescouplecoupie who received endowments and these were
the prophet and wife the patriarch and wife bridahambrighambriaham
young and wife heber C kimball and wife dr rillard
richards and wife father smith and wife and father
joseph smith and wife bishop whitney and wife and
amasa lyman and wife sister eiza R snow acted as a
secretary in the nauvoo temple for some time

in the same volume of the youngyoune comanswomanshomans journal rsmrs0raanraam

289 it states that emma understood the endowment work andend

1helpedhelped at this time
among the sisters who labored in the early yearsyeaiyeal of

the church in the ordinances of the house of the lord
the followinfollowingsollowin names are worthy of our most reverent nd
grateful memory in the nauvoo temple sisters bi33ino
and cutler emma smith having done the work in the room
over the nauvoo store

further notes from the history of brigham younjlYou nm as
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found in the millennialmillenial14illenialmiiMil starlenial vol 2

n IZ W 0 tyou man s

s

W

r

he11 1.1

s-imith

wy tch

wa

C

endomr
patriI1 arch

a d lard
wh-iitney

0 3 1 rl 6sbil
ro 1n

25 page 184 readreadrea

mayfali

d

26 met with the prophet joseph the patripatni rch
hyrum brothers kimball and richards jude jamesjanesjame lrand bishop N K Khwhitneyitney receiving our endowments 1

lv

endo Y ments

blessincs

s

i- ch
294

295

a- tly

a- ch

a-nts

as

an



dowdoidov ment

81

instructions in the priesthood the prophet joseph
administered to us the first ordinances of endovmentendovnnentendowment
and gave us instructions on the priesthood and the new
and everlasting covenant

and

28 sunday I1 met with brother josehjosephjose hyrumh heber
willard bishop itneywhitneyqi and judge adams when we admi-
nistered to brother joseph the sameselmesalme ordinances of en-
dowment and of the holy priesthood which he admi-
nistered to us

and from millennialmillenialMil starlenial vol 2 page 4714711

brigham young talking about the dedication of the

kirtland temple said

I1 attended the solemn assembly and with my brethren
of the twelve received my washings and annointings and
was privileged to listen to the teachings and admini-
strations of the prophet of god

it appears from these statements that either the

endowmentendo wasvientvxent repeated a number of times or that a portion of

it was given at a time until it was fully received

it also appears that emma may have received her en-

dowments on the fourth or most likely on the fifth of may

1842 if she and joseph were some of the first
the date on the temple ordinance data is 18431111184311 one

family group sheet in the archives of the utah genealogical

society this may refer to may 28 1843 to which brigham
i

young refers
i from all of these statements it appears to me that

joseph smith taught brighambrigharoBrig youngharmharohamm what was revealed to himhinihinl on

the subject of plural marriage and endowments instead of vice

versa
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adanadam ondlondi ahman

enoaenca fed

l-irstb- irst iinterviewsiterviewsiter thereafterviews with
your father I1 was greatly astonished at hearing from his
lips that doctrine of patriarchal marriage which he
continued to preach to me from time to time my last
conversation with him on this subject occurred just
previous to my departure from nauvoo may

82

GEORGE A SMITHSSMITHIS LETTER TO JOSEPH III111ili
in order to present the mormon point of view still

further and the bearing that it has upon the latter day saint
attitude toward emma smith I1 submit the followingfollo lettervring of

president george A smith to joseph III111iliill son of the prophet

joseph smith underlining mine

salt lake city
9 oct 1869

cousin joseph smith
your letter from pianoplano of the ath7th instdinst was receivedyou are no doubt aware that from the year 1833 until

the time of his massacre I1 was intimately acquainted
with your father and on such terms of friendshipfriends withhinhiD
him as were enjoyed by but few others in 1834 when
on the journey to missouri I1 was his armour bearer and
stood guard at the tent in which was held his councils
I1 was present at the organization of the high counciloun
at

clicil
kirtland and that of missouri was1 ordained a

member of the ard3rd high council of the church which was
organized at ahman

I1 visited your father in liberty jail during his
incarceration when he notified me that it was the will
of god that I1 should be ordained one of the twelve
apostles after which I1 bentwentvent on my mission to england
which occupied about two years starting from the
foundation of the lords house in far estlestiest missouri
where at the hazard of our lives a few of us recommenced
the ioundationinundation of the temple whence the brethren of the
twelve took leave of the saints on the 26th of april
1839 at6 one of the first

1844
in company with elder wilfordlilford woodruff to attend con-
ference in michigan A duty assigned us by your father
in carryingcarrm outlngang his instructions to the twelve to hold
conferences throughout the states on which mission they
were encafedengaged at the time of his death with the exceptionexcel
of

tion
elders richards and taylor who shared his wrongs and
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participated with him and hyrum in the bloody scenes
enacted in carthage jail

in his last conversation he administered a littlechastizementchastisement to me for not stepping forward as he had
indicated in patriarchal marriage he assured me that
the man who had many virtuous wives had many great
prizes 5 though he admitted that the man who had one
virtuous wife had one great prize he testified to me
and to my father that the lord had given him the keys
of this sealing ordinance and that he felt as liberal
to others as he did to himself he remarked that he
had given brigham young three wives 5 heber C kimball
two john taylor three or son hyde two and many a
number of others and said to me you should not be
behind your privileges he had all along kept me
posted as to many of his moveme-nts in introducing the
patriarchal order of marriage

on the th day of apriladril 1841 louisa beaman was
married to your father joseph smith for time and alleternity by joseph B noble a high priestfriest of the
church she remained true and faithful to himhldihidi until
the day of her death brother noble is still living

june 1th4thath 1842 lucy ann decker waswesvesvas sealed to
brighambrighain young by your father in the presence of willard
richards

on the octh29th2cth of june 1842 brigham young sealed
eliza R snow to your father in the presence of mrsairs
sarah M cleveland

september 20 1843 mellissa lott was married by
hyrum smith to your father in presence of cornelius
P lottlett and permelia lott

may ist 1843 lucy walker was sealed to your father
by wm clayton in presence of eliza M partridge

may 11 1843 emily D and eliza M partridge were
married to your father by james adams a high priest
in the presencepresencejresence of your mother emmaemaenma smith

june 12 1843 rhoda richards was sealed by ilird
richards to your father

in july 1843 desdemonia fullmer was sealedscisei bybjled
brigham young to your father in presence of lieberheber C
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cherkiclerki kentkept
a daily journal noting every evening a synopsis of
the business of the day so far as it came under his
observation on the ast1st day of may 1831843 he made
the following entry AM at the temple at ten
married joseph smith and lucy salkertalkerdaiker

a- nhe- dh
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24th of july 1843 mary ann frost and elizabeth
brotherton were sealed to parley P pratt by iiyrum11yrum
smith joseph being unwell in presence of mary ann
young

aug 11 1843 mercy C thompson was marrjledmarrledmarbled rorfor
tidetjjnetimetlde to hyrum smith by your father in presence ofmary smith

in august 1843 hyrum smith married to thosgrover by instruction of your father two wives
viz caroline whitinghiting and caroline E hubbard

in november 1843 brigham young sealed fanny
murray to your father in presence of mary ann young
and harriet cook

in 1844 hyrum smith sealed catherine clawson to
howard egan egan had a wirewifevirewirvir at this time

april 27 1844 adeline B andrus was sealed by
president hyrum smith to ezra T bensonbencon in presence
of pamelia A benson the first wife of elder benson

winwm clayton your fathersfather business clerk

on the 12th day of july 1843 clayton in his
journal says this am I1 wrotelerote at josephjosephs dictation
a revelation consisting of ten pages on the order of
the priesthood showing the design in moses abraham
david and solomon having many wives etc after
it was irnittenritten presidents jofedh and hyrum anronro or tlit and feadreadfoadr itjci to enmaznma heshe saldsaid she did ntnotnet b iv
a word of it and appeared very lebelliousrebellious

A few of these causual items I1 have named mayirayinny
explain to you why the followingfolrolroi declarationlowina waswar indeirdearde
by your father on the 6thath day of april 181418441644 youtlyllu

dont know me you never kneknew d my heart no man
knows my history I1 cannot tell it I1 shall neverneven
undertake it I1 dont blame any one for not bejievillrbelievinfbelieving
my history if I1 had not experienced what I1 have I1
could not have believed it myself

the inufurauoninpururation of thesethere principlerriliciples wr a r LLLL
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ontoftonn of brother
hyrum nd gave me additional views on the subject
and spoke of the results of the same in the eternal
worldsorldsvt

your father reasoned on these subjects in this

I1 t

lonion oedaed I1 think one hour or more in which he told
me many important things

august 12 1843184 hyrum3 smith read the revelation
on patriarchialPatriarchpatriarchical marriage given july 12th of that
year to the high council then convened in his
private office several of these councilorscouncillorsCounci arelors
living and have given their testimony to the church

on the return of lorenzo snow from england he
ascertained that his sister eliza was the wife of
your father in relation to this subject lorenzo
made the following statement

in the month of apriladril 1843 1I returned from
my european mission A few days after my arrival
at nauvoo when at president josephjosedhjoseah smithssmithy house
he said he wished to have a private talk with me
and requested me to walk out with him it was
toward evening ievvebieyre1y-ieb-ie walked a little distance and
sat down on a large log that lay near che bank of
the river he there and then explained to me he
doctrine of plurality of wives he said that the
lord had revealed it unto him and commanded him
to have women sealed to him as wives that he fore-
saw the trouble that would follow and sought to turn
away from the commandment that an angel from heaven
then appeared before him with a drawn sword threat-
ening him with destruction unless he went forward
and obeyed the commandment he further said that
my sister eliza R snow had been sealed to him as
a wife for time and eternityeter heniV told me that the
lord would open the way etc I1 should have women
sealed to me as wives this conversation was pro-
longed

when I1 GAS returned to nauvoo from my mission
in the fall of 1843184 1I3 met hyrum at the landing he
accompanied me on the way to my home when helieite recited
the most of the revelation of Patriarchpatriarchialpatriarchical marriage
and invited me to his h9usehpusehause to receive furtherfurrur in-
struction

ohercher
next day I1 called on your fatherratherfa wholher

expressedex hisDressed gratitude at the conversionconversi

85

triatrial to your mother at times she received and
resolved to act unon her ornon handshond thisthin intelligence
I1 had from your fathers outhmouthauth

our
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wisevise he said the lord denounced in the bible every
species of crime he proclaimed againstacainst adultery
fornication and divorce but never against plurality
of wives and in all cases where his faithful sic
he blessed them for it he punished king davidjavidavidavld severely
for his adultery with the wife of uriah and while god
by the mouth of his prophet was chasteningchachastenichastene himsteningnl he says
I1 gave thee thy masters house and thy mastersmasterymastern wives

into thy bosom and gave thee the house of israel and
judah and if thtthlatihlat had been too little I1 would more-
over have given unto thee such and such things 11

when the passage in the book of mormon enjoining
monogamy was referred to your father he replied that

god has commanded us

any one who will read carefully the denials as
they are termed of plurality of wives in connection
with the circumstances will see clearly that they
denounce adultery fornication

mas erts

kioldnesskindnesslldness cousin josephjosenhjoseah after having been
many years associated with your fatherbather and scores of
times heard him testifytes thatdeifyeify god had comnnded him on
pain of damnation to introduce this doctrine and that
he had to do it as the peoplepeo woulddleoledie bear it you must
not be astonished that I1 cannot receive your testimony
that god had sheim to you that the doctrine of plural-
ity of wives is untrue when your father placed the
authority to bear off the kingdom on the twelve he
gave them keys by which they could determine whether
a revelation was from god or from some other source
I1 being one of the twelve who received these keys
testify thatth yourt testimony denying plurality of wives
is not from god

I1 have given you a few incidents from facts as they
existed and in distributingdistributindistribution your addresses I1 am only
givingiving the folks who had the opportunity of hearinghearintheaningbearint
your
9

fathers
4

araumentsarguments
c

an opportunity of compari g
them with your own the obligation which rested upon
your father to establish this order of patriarhialpatriarrhial
marriage beyond the power of destructiondesti seemeductionaction like
a weight to crush him to the earth but knowing the
redemption and exaltation of the human race depended
upon it notwithstanding the bigotry of his friends
the positionopposition of his own house the universal tradition

comm2-nnded

he
ig

bi o1 3 y
01 0 rn

b-rutal lust and the
teaching of plurality of wives by those who were not
commanded to do so showing clearly that it was under-
stood that such commandment would be given to others
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of the christian world and thethat lawlav of illinois againstagit airthe felt to rejoice that he was enabled to fulfillhis mission and place beyond the power of men to destroyderlruan institution which would redeem the female sex from
degradation and exalt mankind to celestial glory and
increase

inclosed find a five donardouar order on chicago llave
the goodness to credit me with one yearsyeas subscrintlmsubscriny
for the herald che balance forward me in addresses
as I1 have distributed all I1 had

affectionately yourYOUT cousin
geo A smith8smitha

EMMA SMITHSSMIsni LASTTH TESTIMONYI1

other

SLAST

testimonies and affidavits to prove that jsenlijnsenh

smith and not brigham young was the first to teach and practicepraclicpractictprac

polygamy

uielicute
were published in the deseretdesere evening news october

18 1870187 journal history october 17 1870

JOSEPH THE SEERS PLURAL MARRIAGES HIS wiffwif21ufzlufe
EMMASemmes CONSENTcohCON THERETOSETi

the followingol testimonylowing in relation to the ropht
joseph smiths marital relations will be of great
interest to the latter day saints and should offer
convincingconvincina proof to every one who reads it that the
martyredmarty seerred not only taught but entered into uleuhe
practise of plural marriagemarria ande that he did so withvithvieh
the full knowledge consent and assistance of 11 s cifuwifu
emma whose alleged last testimony liashiasilas been publirpubl4publepubliaA

contal ning

salt lake city
oct 17th 157

editor deseret news
dear sir

ahilwhilewhil I1 am aware of your disincdisint binationination to pl h

letter boobook no 6 p 801891 salt lake cityciti cr
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containing a denial of these facts there is no nunl i1t

of these proofs to the saints who lived in iiauvoo n r
the great bulk of those who never resided therethero lutlatbutbalbul
they are given for the benefit of all who may ecrliln
any doubts whatever uponudon this important subject
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dialoguedialoaue
or colloquycollo whichauy is said to have occurred between
joseph smith the son and emma bidamon once the wife
of joseph smith the martyredmarty prophetred at nauvoo in
february last and published in a monthly paperpader calledc
the

12ed
saints advocate as the last testimony of sister
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the many foolish fabrications of back sliders from
the faith and your general reticence on this subjectyet some statements contained in a paper lately forward-
ed to me being of no ordinary kind demand the public-
ation of certain facts which I1 have in my possessionPOs
which

sesionmust be my apology for presenting this matter

no one can regret more than myself the necessity
of presentinpresentingpresentia to the numerous readers of the news
certain facts relative to joseph smiths the prophet
connection with the revelation on celestial or tluralplural
marriage and the inaugurationinauauration of the doctrine in the
church and were it not for the truth in which I1 and
my lidrenchildrenildrencn and the church are deeply interested and
in which the whoiewhole world should feel vitally concerned
I1 would seek to avoid this unpleasant task

but in order as briefly as possible to present
the whole subject I1 will quote a portion of a

joseph smith8mithsnithamith is represented as asking the
questions while emma bidamon furnishes the answers
as follows

Q what about the revelation on polygamy did
joseph smith have anything like it what of spiritual
liferywifery

A there was no revelation on either polygamy
or spiritual wives there were some rumors of something
of the sort of which I1 asked my husband joseph smith
he assured me that all there was of it was that in a
chat about plural wives he had said well such a
system might possibly be if everybody was agreed to it
and would behave as they should but they would not
and besides it was contrary to tletlletile rillwillvilii of heaven
no such thing as polygamy or spiritual wiferylifery was taught
publicly or privately before my husbands death that I1
have now or ever had any knowledge of

Q did he not have other wives than yourselfyourself11

A he had no other wife but me nor did holit to nymy

knowledgeknow everledde have

Q he did not hold marital relations withvith woenvonenwo en

d
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A4be it remembered that on this twenty sixth dy
june A D 1869 personally appeared before me jr s

motlmoti er n
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other than yourself
A he did not have imnronerimn relationsroner with any

vromanwoman that ever eg me to my knowledge

Q was there nothing about spiritual wives that
you recollect

A at one time my husband came to me and asked me
if I1 had heard certain rumorsrelreu aboutnors spiritual marriagesrjarriag
or anything of the kind and assured me that if I1 had
that they were without foundation that there was no such
doctrine and never should be with his knowledge or
consent I11 knew that he had no other wife or wives than
myself j n an rense spiritualsniritualsni orritual otherwiseotherwieothereiewieele

in reply to the oregoingforegoingforegoing I1 will give you the
sworn statements and affidavits of a few reliable
persons among whom are two of the wives of the propheprophet
joseph smith which I1 think will assert quite as strongstrone
claims for belief and present a much better appearance
of veracity than the published dialogue between joseph
smith and his mothernother for this reason if no other
these people well known to this community are mostly
still living and can be cross examined while sistersistl-er
emmaenmaedmia ll11 whose lips are sealed in death is represented
as denying facts which it can be abundantly proven
were well known to her and to many now living in these
mountains besides those whose affidavits and statenstater lents
accompany this communication it is but fair to note
that these affidavits were given many years ago in view
of the denialsthendenialsdenial beingthen made by the representatives
of that faction known as the reorganized
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before sister emma it is hoped ever dreamed of
denying facts which no one better knew than she did
herself and as I1 have good reason to believe from
admissions made to me by alexander H smith in 1266
and subsequently by joseph smith himselfhirr beforeself evenevon
joseph could musterwusterduster the courage or dared to venture
upon the hazardous and untenable ground his motlermother nw
she is dead is made to assume whichshich ground if hrher
memory of facts had failed she should have assumedassilassiz
herself

madlmedl
years ago but to the proof
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I1 will here further state that elder joseph B noble
i swears the affidavit I1 have on hand before a notary
I1 public on june 6thath 185918601.860 that he did on april

9000

jack a notary public in and for said county joseph
bates noble who was by me sworn in due form of law
and upon his oath saith that in the fallfalifail of 18401840

I1

3-8603-869

orsonoreon hydeH andrde wllliam clayton and others came
from nauvoo to my residence in macedonia or ramus in
hancock county illinois and were joyfully welcomed by
myself and family as our guests

on the following morning president smitsmithsmitn took me by
the arm for a walk leading the way to a secluded spot
within sic an adjacent grave there to my great
surprise he commenced to open up to me the principeprincip6priiicipleprincipi 0

wllwil iam

efelyebely

astoniantoni si ed

joseph smith taught him the principles of celestial orplural marriage or a plurality of wives and that the
said joseph smith declared that he had received a revel-ation from god on the subject and that the angel of thelord had commanded him joseph smith to move forward in
the said order of marriage and further that the said
joseph smith requested him joseph B noble to step
forward and assist him in carrying out the said princirprincipleprincer
in revealing this to you I1 have placed my life in

your hands therefore do not in an evil hour betray me
to my enemies

subscribed and sworn to by the said joseph B noble
the day and first above written

SEAL JOSEPH B NOBLE
JAMESJAIES JACK

NOTARY PUBLIC

elder noble is still living at bountiful davis county
utah and can be examined again on this and other points
connected with this subject with which he is familiarfarri liarilar

according to the revelation on pluralflural marriage

testimony of benjamin F johnson now residing at
spring lake villa utah county UT

on the first day of apriladanriladApri 1843184lAD president3 joseph
smith or sonbon

plural or celestial marriage but I1 was more astonisledastonished
by his asking me for my sister almera to be his wife
I1 sincerely believed him to be a prophet of god and I1
loved him as much for the many evidences of his kindnessindneso
to me yet such was the force of my education andanci tot o0

that unirW 1-1ciscorn that I1 felt towards anything unvirtuous 7
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the first impulse of rnyny feelings I1 looked him calmly
but firmly in the face and told him that I1 had always
believed him to be a good man and wished to believe itstill and would try to and that I1 would take for him a
message to my sister 5 and if the doctrine was true a
would be well but if I1 should afterwards learn that itwas offered to insult or prostitute my sister I1 would
take his life with a smile he replied benjaminilbenjamin
you will never see that day but you shalshallshaishali live to know
that it is true and rejoice in it 11

he wished me to see my sister and talk to her I1
told him I1 did not know what I1 could say to convince herhor
he replied when you open your mouth you shall be able
to comprehend and you shall not want for evidence nor
words he also told me that he ouidouldduld preach a sermon
that day for me which I1 would understand while the rest
of the congregation would not comprehend his meaning
his subject was the ten talents unto him that hath
shall be given and he shall have abundantly but from
him that hath not or will not receive sha33 be
taken avayawayvaya that which he hath or might have had
plainly giving me to understand that the talents representrepresents
ed wives and childrenchild asrentreni the principle of enlargmentenlarpmentenlargement
throughout the great future to those who were heirs of
salvation

I1 called my sister to private audience and with feirfe
and

ir
trembling and feelings I1 cannot express commenced

to open the subject to her when just as he had promjscdpromisel
the light of the lord shone upon nymy understanding and my

tongue was loosed and I1 at least was convinced of the
truth of what I1 was attempting to teach

my sister received my testimony and in a short timo
afterwards consented to become the wife of president
sidismisinisni th

subsequent to this I1 took her to the city of nauvoo
where she was married or sealed for time and eterni4
to president josephjoseoh smith by his brother hyrum snath
in the presence of myself and louisa beamon wilowho told mernorne

she had also been sealed or married to the prophet
joseph this was at the residence of my sister thetho
widow of lyman R sherman who also was a witness

after a short period president smith and comranycompany
viz george miller wm clayton J M arrlsrrl th and K 1

and emily partridge who were the wives of thethotilo rropu
camecarnecaine again to macedonia ramus where he rc icainc t
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days lodging at my house with my sister as man and
wife and to my certain knowledge he occupied the same
bed with her this visit was on the 16thl6thlath and 17th ofmay 1843ISS returning to nauvoo on the l8th18thlath

again on the lth10thithalth of october the same year
5 presi-

dent
prepred

smith
1

made us another visit at macedonia and
remained till the 21st liehelleile was accompanied by wm

clayton at this time oct 20th 1843 he sealed my
first wife to me for time and all eternity

he also visited my mother at her residence in
macedonia and taught her in my hearing the doctrine
of celestial marriage declaring that an angel
appeared unto him ithlith a drawn sword threatening
to slay him if he did not proceed to fulfill the law
that had been given to him and counselledcounsellercoun myselled mother
to be sealed to his uncle father john smith father ofdfgeo A smith to which she consented and to my certain
knowledge was subsequently sealed to him by the prophetPron

after
het

the death of the prophet I1 told president
brigham young what he jos smith had said to me
relative to my taking mary ann hale to wife prest
young said it was right and authorized father john
smith to sea her to me which he did on the 4th34th of
november 184

signed B F joiit30n

territory of utah
ss

county of salt lake
be it remembered that on this fourth day of marchmanchnanch

1870 personally appeared before me james jack a
notary public in and for said county benjamin F
johnson who was by me sworn in due form of law and
upon his oath deposethdep andoseth saith that the foregoing
statements and testimony by him made and given are
true and correct

signed B F JOHXSOL

subscribed and sworn to be the said B F johnson
the day and year above writtenrittenur

SEALSEAIsear JAMESJA jaceJACKJACYies

notary public
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testimony of lorenzo snow now presiding at brighamBrig
city

hamnharohanm
box elder county utah

in the month of april 1843ISS 1I returned from my
european mission A few days after my arrival at
nauvoo when at president joseph smiths house he
said he wished to have some private talk with me
and requested me to walk out with him it was towards
evening we walked a little distance and sat downdoum on
a large log that lay near ahelhe bank of the river 5 he
there and hen explained to me the doctrine of plural-
ity of wives he said that the lord had revealed it
unto him and commanded him to have woren sealed to
him as wives that he foresaw the trouble that would
follow and sought to turn away from theche commandment
that an angel from heaven appeared before him with
a drawndraim sword threatening him with destruction unless
he went forward and obeyed the commandmentcomcon

he

nandment

further said that my sister eliza R snow had
been sealed to him as his wife for time and eternity

he told me that the lord would open the way and
I1 should have women sealed to me as wives this
conversation was prolonged I1 think one hour or more
in which he told me many important things I1 solemn-
ly declare before god and holy angels and as I1 hope
to come forth in the morning of the resurrection
that the above statement is true

signed lorenzo snow

territory of utah
ss

box elder county

personally came before me J C wright clerk
of the county and probate courts in and for the county
and territory aforesaid lorenzo snow and who being
duly sworn deposethdep andoseth says that the foregoing
statement by him subscribed is true of his own cer-
tain knowledge

witness my hand and seal of court at my office
brigham city box elder county utah territory this
28th day of august AD l86c186c

J C WRIGHT

CLERK
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affidavit of john benbow now deceased

territory of utah
ss

county of salt lake
be it remembered that on this twenty day oflugustaaugustaaugustlugusty AD 1891&q personally appeared before me

james jack a notary public in and for said county
john benbow who was by me sworn in due form of law
and upon his oath said that in the spring of forepart of summer of 1843 at his house four miles from
nauvoo county of hancock state of illinois presi-
dent josephjosedhjoseah smith taught him and his wife jane
benbow the doctrine of celestial marriage or
plurality of wives hyrum smith being present

and further that hannah ells smith a wife of
the prophet boarded at his house two months during
the summer of the same year and the said hannah
E smith also lived at his house several months in
181418441644 after the ophetsprophets death and further that
president smith frequently visited his wife hannah
at his JBs house

signed JOHN BEBOWBE

subscribed

DOW

and sworn to by the said john benbow
the day and year first wittenwrittengitten
SEAL JAMES JACK

NOTARY PUBLIC

I1 might continue to multiply these statements and
testimonies both of the living and the dead until
your paper could not contain them but the foregoing
is sufficient to prove that joseph smith did teach
the doctrine of plural marriage several years before
his death and not only so but that he did also
practice what he taught further the fact is es-
tablished that joseph smithmithsnithL received the revelation
on celestial or plural marriage and the eternity
of the marriage covenant prior to july 12th igl104318131093104
the time when a portion of said revelation was
written the circumstances connected with the
writing of this revelation at that date are fully
set foth in an affidavit in my possession by thothe
clerk or scribe who first wrote it from the dicta-
tion of the prophet it is however somewhat lency3cncyle1901ysncncy
and as circumstances do not seem to require I1 will
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hold it forfoi the present and will now come closer home

affidavits of two of the wives of joseph smith
the prophet

territory of utah
ss

county of millard
be it remembered that on the first day of july

AD 186 personally appeared before me edward
partridge probate judge in and for said county
eliza M partridge lyman who was by me sworn in due
form of law and upon her oath saith that on the lith
day of may IS at the city of nauvoo county of
hancock state of illinois she was married or sealed
to joseph smith president of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints by james adamsadans a high
priest in said church in the presence of emmaenmaennaelmablaalmalaa2 hale
smith and emily D partridge

signed eliza M P lyman

subscribed and sworn to by the said eliza maria
lyman the day and year first above written

EDWARD PARTRIDGE
SEAL PROBATEPRODATE JUDGE

and again

territory of utah
ss

county of salt lake
be it remembered that on this first day of may

AD 1843184 at3 the city of nauvoo county of hancock
state of illinois she was married or sea-led to
joseph smith president of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints by james adams a high priest
in said chruch in presence of emma hale smith now
emma bidamon and eliza M partridge smith now eliza
14 lyman

signed EMILYf2iii D P YOUNG

subscribed and sworn to by the said emily D P
young the day and year first above written

ELIAS SMITH

PROBATE JUDGE

1860

1843

sealed

Y
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one more statement will suffice for the present
although if necessary many more sworn statements of
reliable individuals could be furnished upon the sub-
ject besides the testimonies of scores of living
witnesses in absolute denial of the alleged lasttestimony of sister emma

certificate
I1 lovina W iker eldest daughter of hyrum smith

hereby certify that while I1 was living with aunt emmaemaenma
1 mith in fulton county illinois in the year 18461845
she told me that she emma smith was present and
witnessed the marrying or sealing of eliza partridge
emily partridgepattridgepattriPartri mariadgedae lavrencelawrencela andorrencevrrence sarah lawrencelavrence to
her husband joseph smith and that she gave her con-
sent thereto

signed LOVINA WALKER

we hereby witness that lovina waikerwalkerfalker made and
signed the above statement on the 16th day of june
AD 186918591860 at salt lake city altsaltsait lake county UT
of her own free will and accord

signed HYRUM S WALKER
SARAH E smiteSMITH
JOSEPH F SMITHsleith

again the foregoing is but a smalsmallsnalsnaisnallsnail part of the
testimony that can be brought forward in relation to
sister emma knowledge of this principleprincprine butidieiuleinie is
not this sufficient to convince any honest enquirer
that the alleged last testimony of sister emma

is incorrect th t joseph smith did not only teach
but practice this doctrine and that too with the
full kno ledge7ledgecledge and consent of his first wife emma
smith indeed if there is anything wanting to
establish this fact the ladies except lovina walkervalkerwaiker
who is now dead whose testimonies are given above are
still living one in this city and the other in fill-
more milardmillard co UT and can testify that emma
smith late emmaenma bidamon did herself teach them this
principle and with her ovmbvm hand gave them to wife IDto
her husband

respectfully
joseph F smith

we have also received the following which cor-
roborates the above in a most convincing manner th3thaI1nl 13

free
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saints have perfect confidence in the testimony ofsister eliza
salt lake cityoct 17th17th2 1876

editors deseret news

recently to my great astonishment I1 read an
article headed last testimony of sister emma
published in therheohe saints advocate a pamphlet issued
in pianoplano ill111iiilii

in the article referredtoreferred to her son josephjosedhjoseah reports
himself as interviewing his mother on the subjectbject of
polygamy asking questions concerningconc hisernina father
did his father teach the principle did he practice
or approve of it did his father have other wives
than herself to all of these and similar inquiries
sister emmaenaenma is represented as answering in the nega-
tive positively affirming that joseph he prophet
had no other wife or wives than her that he neithertaught the principleDrin ofciple plurality of wives publicly
or privately

I1 I1 once dearly loved sister emma and now for
I1 me to believe that she once highly honored woman

should have sunk so low even in her own estimation
I1 as to deny what she knewmev to be true seems a pal-

pable absurdity if shatwhatahat purports to be her last
testimony was really her testimony she died with
a libel on her lips a libel against her husband
against his wives against the truth and a libel
against god and in publishing that libel her son
has fastened a stigma on theche character of his mother
that can never be erased it is a fact that sister
inmauma of her own free will and choice gave her
husband four wives two of whomrhom are now living and
ready to testify
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t-aught themth the doctrine of
plural marriage and urged them to accept it and
if her son wished to degrade his mother in the es-
timation of herber former associates those familiar vithwithurithwrith
the incidents of the p riodbiod referred to he could
not do it more effectually than by proving her denial
of any knowledge of polygamypolya celestialamy marriafmarriaremarrianemarriahnarrmarrmarnar ndlareiarelace
its practice by her husband even if her son ignored
his mothersmothersmotnot reputationhersbers for veracity he bettonbetterbettor hdiadh
waited

d

until his fathers wives were silent in deathdeafdeaflydeau
for

lj
now they are here living witnesses of the divinity

of plural marriage as revealed by the almightyalinight
through joseph smith and who was commandedcoicol toanded in-
troduce it by taking other wives
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so far as sister emma is personally concerned I1
would gladly have been silent and let her memory rest
in peace had not her misguided son through a sinister
policy branded her name with gross wickedness charg-
ing her with the denial of a sacred principle which
she had heretofore not only adknowledgeknowledgeacknowledgead but had acted
upon a principle than which there is none more im-
portant comprised in the gospel of the son of god

it may be asked why defend plurality of wives
since the united states government forbids its practice
the action of the executors of this government can
neither change or annihilteanniannl ahilte fundamental truth and
this nation in preventing the practice of plural
marriage shoulders a heavier responsibility than any
nation with one exception that of the ancient jew
if the government can afford it we can the contro-
versy is with god not us des news 28604

ELIZA R SNOW

A WIFE OF JOSEPH SMITH THE PROPHET

MALISSA liestwilles1viullesiLLESIwillesaviU STATEMENTSTATFMENT

salt lake city utah
august ath4th 18531531

mrs

53

malissa willes of lehi city utah county
utah territory being duly sworn deposes and says
she is a citizen of the united states and over the
age of 21 years that mr joseph smith jr of lamoni
iowa called upon me at my home at lehi utah county
and we conversed upon the subject of his late father
the prophet joseph smith having had more wives than
his motnerbotner in his lifetime I1 told him that I1 was
married to his father the prophet on sept 20
1843 by hyrum smith at nauvoo in the presence of
my parents and joseph and hyrum smith my age at
that time was 19 years and

clucla

dot-germot-ger

months and I1 lived with
him as his wife until his death

mr josephjosedhjoseah smith jr asked if I1 would answer
him a few plain questions for his own special benefitbenefittbenefictbene
I1

fityfitttold him I1 would do so with pleasure
Q were you married to my father
A yes

branded
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Q when

A I1 handed him the family bible in whichthich was
recorded by my father at the time the recordof my said marriage and told him he would findfirdfiruit there

Q was sic you a wife in very deed

A yes

Q why was there no increase say in your case
A through no fault of either of us lack of

proper conditions on my part probably or itmight be in the wisdom of the almighty that
we should have none the prophet was martyredmarty
nine

red
months alterafteraften our marriage

Q did you know of any brother or sister of mine
by my fathers plural wives

A I1 did not know of any

Q did my father give his consent for you to marry
ira J willes

A certainly not your father was dead a number of
years before I1 married mr ullieswillesjilles I1 married
mr willes may 13th lahlqh with the full under-
standing it was for time only

mr smith then told me of his mother having denied
to him of his father having had more wives than her
in the presence of witnesses

yes I1 said to him you took your mother before mrI

bideman
ir

csicc31 a bitter enemy of our people and then
asked such questionquestions of her as you wished in his
oidemansdidemansOidDidold presenceemans and she may have answered you
as you have now told me I1 further said to him I1
have no doubt your mother told you the truth so far
as she could under the circumstanccircumstancescircumstance but if you had
taken her by herself as you have done me and asked
your questions she would probably have answered you
as I1 have done

mrs malissa willes further deposes and says that
I1 do not know of any person by the name of stephenstepStOP
malony

11011

and never met him nor his wife or her sister
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but I1 do know that I1 never told him or any other person
in 1871857 or03 at any other time that I1 was not the wifewifbifof the late prophet joseph smithsmithssmithe

malissa willes
subscribed and sworn to before me the ath4th day of

august AD 1893

notariallotaIota sealrial
james jack notary public for salt lake county UT
REMARKS OF PRES HEBER C KIMBALL ABOUT EMMA

the following are the remarks of president heber C

kimball given sunday july 12 1871857 under the bowery at salt
lake city there were two meetings held that day president

kimball spoke at the morning meeting his remarks were re-

ported by G D watt only the middle part of his talk deal
1

1 ing with eamaemma smith is recorded below

how can you find out whether brother brigham is
called of god except you have a revelation from god
and then some are not fully satisfied but will doubt
the revelation that god has given them

you thinkyouthin wouldkyou not I1 have knownknol manym who
have oliver cowdery received revelations and wrote
them so did david whitmer and so did thomas B march
about the time he was preparing to leave this church
he received a revelation in the printing office he
retired to himself and prayed and was humble and god
gave him a revelation and he wrote it there were
from three to five pages of it and when he came out
he read it to brother brigham and me in it god told
him what to do and that was to sustain brotherbrolbroE josephher
and to believe that what joseph had said was true
but no he took a coulsecoursecouisecouisecoul tose sustain his wife and oppose
the prophet of god and she led him away

what sustain a woman a wife in preference to

the above copy is from a letter received by the
writer fromfroinfronfroidfrold myrtle ullieswilles bailey december 31 isais01c4c etcwtc
willes bailey is a granddaughter of alissamalissa11 wilbeswil3eswilwll es

e
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I1
should reply leave and be damned and that very
quickly you poor snoopsnood 11o

g- aveg- eve
t- ardt- ead

thatthet

teachindeachin
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sustaining the prophet joseph brother brigham and his
brethren your religion is vain when you take that
course dellwellseiiseil my wife may say if you will sustain
brigham in preference to me I1 will leave you

that wa the trouble with fmma smithesmiths josephjoserh stoodtoodS

for the truth andmaintainedmaintained it she sznuckstruck against ityI1

and where is she cheshecne i where he is nd she will
not escape until joseph ithmith onensorens tlethe doordoo and lets
her out he declared tht she ould leeveleaveteave hidhin ifi hefeF
would

e
not

L

sustainustains her instead f castaisiistajsastai ning bbrocherbro
briphambrifhambrigham

cher
and heber and the rest of the twelvedelve nooADO ties

of god that is as true as that the sun shines she
had her choice but joserh woudvoulwoulvout notd follow her

thomas B marsh was once the president over the
quorum of the twelve over brother brigham me and
others and god saw fit to give him a revelation to
forewarnfor himevarn of the course he would take and still
he took that coursecolars we told him that if he would
listen to thc-xt revelation he had received he would
be saved but he listened to his wife and away he
went his wife is now dead and damned she led
him some eighteen years and as soon as she died he
came to winter quartetsquartersyu nowarters florence and has written
to us pleading for mercy we have extended it to
him and he will probably be here this season or the
next he saysays that he has sinned before god and his
brethren and is pleading for mercy for he feels as
though our father and god would have a little bread
for him after all the rest have eaten all they need10

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYIORSTAYLORIStaylorsTAYLtryl REMARKSORISorts ABOUT EMMA

president kimball was not the only one who declared

that emmaermmaenma would not accept the teachings of her husband in

regard to the celestial marriage revelation president
john taylor speakingspearing at a relief society conference in the

lathl4th14th ward assembly hall at salt lake city on july 17 18501350130180

and reciting some of the history of the organization back

to its beginning said

jonaljlul july 12 18571s57 ppap 121 2
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however after this organization at nauvoo mouchrouchmuchmueh
disturbance arose among the sisters I1 do not wish
to be personal especially as sisteristergisterlster emma is now dead
but think that some of those circumstances should be
known sister emma got severely tried in her mind
about the doctrine of plural marriage and she made
use of the position she held to try and pervert the
minds of the sisters in relation to that doctrine
she tried to influence my first wife and to make her
believe that the revelation was not correctcorrects sister
taylor was very much troubled thereat and asked me
what it meant soon after the prophetprodhetprochet joseph was in
my house and I1 spoke to him in my wifecifes presence r

in relation to what sister enmaermabiaernblabia-nabla-na hadma said and joseph
replied sister anasnaemr bouldwould dethrone jehovah to
accomplish her purposeturDur ifiDose she could underlining
my ownaown5 some of you sisters are acquaintedacouainted with
what I1 refer to and of the prejudice that then
existed

i

after the death of the prophetpronhetprochet joseph in con
sequence of the confusion then introduced president
brigham young thought it best to defer the operationsoDe
of

rations
this organization and the labors of the society

ceased until he organized the sisters again here
in this city11

HELEN MAR WHITNEYS REMARKS ABOUT EMMAemna
i

AND THE MANSIONIvIAN HOUSESIONslon I1

j helen mar whitney describes the social events during

the winterarintervinter of 1831813 that were held at the mansion house she
i

said there were many parties and balls held there that
some of the young gentlemen got up a series of danceingdanc siceing

i

and then she remarks myilly father had been warned by the

prophet to keep his daughter away from there because of the

llwoman1114omanlll exponentExiowoman volnent GC PP 53153

lielen12helenbielen

l

mar whitneyOrn scenesitney and incidents in nauvoo
s jexponenteuoonentjekJEx volponentnonent 2 p 0

af ter
0
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71 ma

acco alishnlish 11
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11some up

ipartiesparties11parties and that her brother william put down his namenane 1
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name1211 namei
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tionseions vol 1 p 25828 1842 plural marriage revelation
read by jane law certified by vol 2 p 2382387 1842
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blacklegs and certain ones of questionable character who

attended there his wife emma had become the rulingrulina spirit
and money had become her god 13 underlining my own

sister whitney then adds that she felt quite sore

about not being able to go however father was indulgent

and kind in other ways took me with him to other places

I was satisfied I1 was under the control of wise

parents 4

NEWS CLIPPINGS ABOUT POLYGAMY

in the eight volumes of new clippings from new-

spapers printed in illinois ohio and missouri durinaduring the
nauvoo period ofoftheodt- hethe church I1 found a good many references
to the subject of polygamy some of the titles to the

articles are as follows plural and eternal marriagemarri
i

aweaue

revelation read by H smith vol 2 p 8484-
7 1844 report

by sidney rigdon

1

polygamy cause of dissension vol 3

p 244 184 masonic lodge and spiritual wife affilia
i

martin harris marries wife of mirmrnir morgan nauvoo volll 1

p 328 1842 joseph smiths sedutionsedationsed ofution master masons

wives and daughters vol 1 p 261 1842 joseph smith

accused of teachingteachinc vicious principlesinciples vol 2 ppap 68

78 1844

mone ad

1114

1845

22

adaughtersvol 17
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mingskings collected by cdcilcecil A snider from newspapers
current duringduritir the mormonlormonI sojourn in missouri and illinois

i theyitheyathey werevere purchased from rimr1ni-mli-mli-n byim brihamDri I1 oungham university in
13637119363713611936 the37 names of the newprpersezppers arearcaru printed in the
bibliographybibliobibbio raphynaphy
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also duringdurinpdurina this period we find several stories told
about quarrels between joseph and emma and their periods of

reconciliation one of these turned out of home by husband

news clippings vol 7 P 228 was reported as occurring

during the year prior to the martyrdom another concerning

a reconciliation was entitled emmas reconciliation with

joseph river trip taken by emma smith 11 this was duringdiening the

year of ibb181 1

there is much evidence that joseph smith did teach
i

i

and practice polygamy and many of these sources are non

mormon if this was so it would help us to better appreciate
why eminaemmaemnaeninaenida and her family remained behind and later affiliated
themselves with the reorganized church and why at times it
is reported that she was embittered against joseph

i from all that I1 have read on both sides of this issue
as it effects the story of emma hale smith I1 feel that the

teachings on polygamy must have ben the cause for her dis-

satisfaction with the main body of the church and with the

apostolic quorum which led it after the death of her husband

it appears to be public knowledge that there were quarrels
i

between emma and joseph especially during the illinois period

of their lives it is no less public knowledge that joseph

these references refer to the eight volumes of
hewsnews corkingscirkingsCirclipclr

77
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105lof
vaswas very considerate and concerned about emma during this
period as evidenced by the letters he sent to her while in
hiding fromfromm missouriansMissour

at
ians

the beginning of this chapter I1 remarked that the
nauvoo period from the foundingfo ofundina the city till the martyrdommar

of

yrdomyardom

the prophet was one of mixed feelings for joseph and emma

many historical events occurred during this period which I1

feel bear out this assertion these will only be briefly
related here

organization OF THE FEMALE RELIEF SOCIETYSOICIETY OF NAUVOO

thursday archmarch 17 under this date joseph the prophet
journalized as follows

i

I1 assisted in commencingcommencin the organization of the
female relief society of nauvoo inll the lodgelodedodge room
sister emma smith president and sisters elizabeth
ann whitney and sarah M cleveland counselorsCoun I1selers
pave much instruction read in the gewnew testament and
book of doctrine andpnd covnntscoventscov concerningn thechetnts elect lady
and showed thatthal electe meant1 to1 beectact elected to a certain
work and that the revelation was then fulfilled by
sister emmas election to the pres-ident of lheiheahe society
she having previously been ordained to expound the
scriptures emmaemnaem wasna blessed and her counselors
were ordained by elder john taylor

the names of the sisters present at this meeting
were emma smith martha knight elviraelira A coules
sarah M clevelandClevecieve phebelandylandl ann hawkes margaret A

blesbies ced

preepresj-entl-ent

paclpael

i-
g

l-
gmarksmarksb 1

the organization was completed on the twenty fourth

journal16journal16 history archmarchparch1 17 1s42is42
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one week later it became the first of the auxiliary organ-

izations of the church to be organized and emma had the dis-

tinct honor of being its first presidentpresidentspresidente
may 7 18131843184 was3 a red letter day in the life of joseph

and emma A military review of the nauvoo legion had been

planned for months and was held on the review grounds east

of the temple lieutenant general joseph smith was the com-

manding officer of the day the parade and the sham battle
was reviewed by general smith his staff and guards and by

a group of ladies on horsebackhorse emmaback smith beingbeina one of

the nibernumber judge stephen A douglas was present and viewed

the proceedings and was invited to a sumptuous dilnerdinnerdirmer at the

smith home after the day programogramogranDr it was on this day that
i

joseph recognized that john C bennett was his enemy and

had not joseph had his guards about him he might have been

killed in the sham battle shortly after ennettbennettI arrived

in nauvoo august 1841184 emmaemnaenma1 manifested a feeling that she

did not trust him on mayilaylayI 1ac1c bennett resigned as mayor

and joseph was elected to take his place on august 8

joseph wasvas arrested as an accessoryaccessory11 in the boggsboags shooting

affair shortly afteraftenarten he escaped from arrest and was in

hiding

in august of 1842 emmaenma wrote several letters to

governor carlicarlin hoping that he would put an end to the aruioyingarmoyingarmoringarmoalmoaimoying

persecution of her husband cileythey terewere rutherrathernutler lengthy letters

77
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three

18

days later the prophet returned to his home

imd18titd

coicol A
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and very well written the followingol paragraphlowing is typical
I1 appeal to your sympathies and beg you to spare

me and my helpless children I1 begbeubea you to spare my
innocent children the heartrendingheart sorrowrending of again
seeing their father unjustly draggeddrag toed prison or to
death I1 appealaddeal to your affections as a son and beg
you to spare our aged mother the only surviving parent
we have left thetle unsupportable affliction of seeing
her son whom she knovsknows to be innocent of the crimes
laid to his charge thrown again into the hands of
his enemies17enemies

at
17

the same time after having received a letter from

her husband who is in hiding suggestiigsuggesting that she and the

children accompany him and they go to the pinefine doods with

brother miller emma wrote joseph the following letterietter
dear husband am neldyreldyneady to go with you if you are

obliged to leave and hyrum says he will go with me I1
shall make the best arrangements I1 can and be as well
prepared as possible but still I1 feel good confid-
ence that you can be protected without leaving this
country there are more ayswayssays than one to take care
of you and I1 believe that you ccn still direct in
your business concerns if we are all of us prudent
in the matter if it were pleasant weather I1 should
contrive to see you this evening but I1 dare not run
too much of a risk on account of so many going to
see you

yours affectionately forever
emmaemna

on the day after chrlschris tiras 1821842 emma was delivered

of a son who did not survive is birth

the events of the year 1642 did nt cloud too heavily

roberts on ckcit vol as5s p 117

IMJ p 130
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ritingdritingdrifting about the wed-

ding party the prophet records

I1 lockloek U

l-iui-lu

ceifbelf

l-ttea-tte is

animalsenimals sisterssist
home

erts
by sheriffs from missourmissouri these however were taken into

custody by the mormonscormons and dorphjorphjorcnh entered triumphantly back

journalurnalIo history jnuujnue y 18 1842
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upon joseph and emma as the new year dawned for on january
11 joseph and emma went sleigh riding and enjoyed it they

had a sixteenth wedding anniversary party on the l8th18thlath and

on april 24th the prophet records that he took his children
on a pleasure rideredei-nin his carriage

conversation continued on various topics until
2 oclock when 21 sat domdown to the dinner table and
emma and myself waited on th with otieroti assistantser
my room was small so that bulbucc fewrew could be accommodated
at a time 21 sat down to the second table which
was served as the first and 18 at the third among whom
were myself and emma and I1 at the fourthfoilrth table in-
cluding children and my household

many interesting anecdotes were related by the company
who were very cheerful and the day passed off very
pleasantly pres brigham young was present although
very feeble this was the first time that he had been
out of his house since he was taken sicksiel his fever had
been so severe that he had lainfainiain in a loghouselohouseghouselonghouselo rather
open without fire most of the limetimecimecire whonwhen it was so cold
that his attendants would freeze their toes and fingers
while fanning him with great coat and mittens on one
thing more tended to give a zest to the occasion was
that it ws 15 yers this dy sincerince I1T was inarripdinarried to
emma hale

the brethren dispersed about six oclock with many
thanks and expression of gratitudeaticti andtude in the evening
I1 attended the lodge o

1

t-

rouble began again during the middle of the year when

the prophet was arrested while on a visit to emmaenma
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I1 remarked the is the wisest thing I1 ever heard you 1

say 21

the early nauvoo years fonforjorron emma were years of stress

roberts op cit

I1 brobno her helpsthelns what a kind provident
wife I1 had ththotlt whenichiqh I1en wanted a little bread and milk
she would load the table ithwith so many good things it
would destroy my appetite at this moment emmaenma came
in while phelps in continuation

lariare e enough for the victuals you want your

thetthat

ci-mmaei-mma

beenabeenj

thelasrheins

a-nithr-nith
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to the city beautiful
the polygamy revelation was recorded on july 12 1843

and ohsths next day the prophet journalizes
july 13 in conversation with my wife emma most of

the day20

if this conversation was in connection rith the revela-
tion which it could very likely have been it is no wonder they

were in conversation most of the day

christmas day 1843 another party was held at the

prophets home it was at this partynarty that orrin porter rock-
i

i

well came from his long imprisonment disguisedisguisedguisedis as a missourian
a puke and created a great deal of merriment

it waswaz during the next month that joseph was nominated

for president of the united states and early in the month in
i

hisnis journal he recorded

thursday january 4 josephjoeephjocephjocjoe theeph prophet spent the day
at home he wrote I1 took dinner in the north room
and was remarking to brother I1

of the conversation
said you must do as bonaparte did have a little
table just larelargelarde
self mrs smith repliedredren mrliedl amith3mith is a bigger man
than bonaparte he can never eat without hir friends

p 50cW
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I1

I1

vitnit is my belief that joseph smith taught and practisedpracticed

polygamy that emma would not accept it that polygamy was the

main cause of her dissatisfaction with the main body of the

church and particularly ithvith brigham younfyoungyouff who became its
leader and who maintained the same teachings her husband in-

augurated

revelrevei daitionition

110

and anxiety because of the necessity of keeping the where-

abouts

herea-

bouts of her husbandshusband1s movements secretisecrete they were also
years when at times emma enjoyed the sweet solicitude of

her husbands care love and companionship while she was

ill and later after the birth of her stillbornstill childborn the

sleigh riding parties and the parties she presided over as

mistress of the house there was the feeling of pride as

emmaeminaemita saw her husband as the supreme officer of the nauvoo

legion as the mayor of the largest city in illinois and
i

as a candidate for president of the united states but they

were also years where this pride began to suffer as she

began to realize that the church joseph founded and obedience

to the revelation of the lordlorlond section 132 meant more to

her husbandhubbandhulland thani-lhanl-lhan her own personal views and attitude on the

subject of polygamy

there is no question about it the early nauvoo years

properly analyzed and with as complete and accurate informa-

tion as possible at ones perusal will solve the enigma of

emma

secret
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emmaenma brihambrighambr ih
ill

A personalpersonae angle in the dispute which

occurred later likely was the deferrment of the operations

of the relief society by president young while emma was the

president because of the confusion created by her opposition

to polygamy and her influence over the members of the society

11

opp-osition



biesblesblee1-sirgsirg from her husband joseph sent her
word that he hadhachathaq not time to write as he would like but if
she would write out the best blessing she could think of

he would sign it on his return tradition has it that he

was killed before he saw his wirwife acainagain

SMITHsmite I1 S BLESSINGBLESSI

blessbiess ng

correctscorrect5

throishroi

CHAPTER IX

THE MARTYRDOMMARTYRDOE AND succession

spring 1844 summer 1847184

shortly

7

before the martyrdommarty ifrom tradition is correct
emma

5

desired a blessingblessirg

the ollowingfollowingallowing is a

copy from the one in the letter file in the church historians
office all remarks on the blessing are also copied here

EMMA SMITHS

the following blessing was written in the hand of emmaea
smith and was found among the papers originally omedowned by

joseph L heywood it was folded and worn along the folds
but was repaired and the original was sent in to the office of

the church historian of the latter day saint church this
is copied from the one made by ralph delong of pangultchpanguitchPan

utah

gultch

who found and copied the original

first of allailaliailal that1 I1 would crave as the richest of
heavens blessings would lel1 wisdome from my heavenly
father bestowed daily so that hateverwhatever I1 might do or
say I1 could not look back at the close of the day with
regret nor nerlectnerlene thelectelect perfornanceper offornance any act that would
bring a blessing I1 desire the spiritsprit of god to know
and understand myself that 1 osireitos-ineles- ireles- ine asiresine fruitful active
mind that I1 may be able to comprehend the designs of
god when revealed through btb servantsort withants out doubt-
ing 1 desire espiritthespiritth cfof discernment which Is one
of the promised blessings of the holy ghost

e fol lowing
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emmaenma blessing written7 by herself aivesgivesoivesolves us an in-
sight into her attitude toward life her hopes desires and

aspirationsaspiration are all recorded in the blessing

A study of it reveals some of her inmost thoughts and

t- ilkea- like

insightisight

113

I1 particularly desire wisdom to bring up all the
children that are or may be committed to my charge
in such a manner that they will be useful ornaments
in the kingdom of god and in a coming day arise up
and call me blessed

I1 desire prudence that I1 may not through ambition
abuse my body and cause it to become prematurelymaturelyDre old
and careworncare butworn that I1 may wear a cheerful counten-
ance live to perform all the vorkworkworeeore that I1 covenanted
to perform inir the spirit worldlorldlorid and be a blessing to
all who may in any wise need aught at my hands

I1 desire with all my heart to honor and respectres
my

rect
husband as my head ever to live in his confidence

and by acting in unison withvith him retain the place
which god has given me by his side and I1 ask my heaven-
ly father that through humility I1 may be enabled to
overcome that cursecorseeurse which was pronounced upon the
daughters of eve I1 desire to see that I1 may rejoice
with them in the blessings which god has in soreuorebore
for all who are willing to be oreciientoretientore totient his re-
quirements finally I1 desire that whateverhatever may be
my lot throughthrou lifeh I1 may be enabled to acknowledge
the hand of god in all things

these desires of my heart were called forth by
joseph sending me wordthatword hethat had not time to
write as he would like but I1 could write out the
best blessing I1 could think of and he would sign the
same on his return

gamaliel bradford once said I1 have found it of ex-

treme interest to trace the attitude of wives

helps us to better appreciate her
i

the first thina she mentions is that of wisdom she

likeilikeilke solomon of old felt that this wasvas one of heavens richest

s

whatever
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I1 feel
are particularly revealing emma is also having difficulty
in knowing and understanding herself and she feels she needs

a spirit of discernment

114

blessings coupled with drisdomvtisdomvrisdom she asks for a spirit of

discernment the spiritspjritpiritcirit of god to know and understand her-

self and a fruitful active mind to comprehend the designs

of god revealed through his servants without doubting

these statements reveal to me the struggle that was

going on in emma mind was the revelation on celestial
marriage divine was it partly the machination of her

husbandshusband mind the words to comprehend the designs of
god revealed through his servants without doubting

then she again particularly desires wisdom to

rear her children so that they might be useful in the kingdom

of god and because of her wisdom and care they may later
call her blessed this is certainly a noble and worthwhile

desire and one that any mother could well worth desire emma

was very diligent in givingiving her children every opportunity for
learning and advancement I1

As has been stated by her mother in law emma was

an ambitious and tireless worker she wasnasvas also very tidy
i

about her appearance whenivihenehen her afternoon work was done emma

would recomb and redressre herdress hair for the rest of the day
i

she was always very neatneatoneats ll11

lcrawforddcrawfordlCrawfordcrawford op cit p 21
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this called forth the desire on her part for prudence

so that ambition would not bring about abuse of her body to

make it become prematurely old and careworncare

it
worn

has been difficult to findindrind out if emma were of

cheerful countenance she had so many trials and dis
couragementscourage thatments it would take a very superior being to have

this attribute to a marked extentextents it is significant that
she realized the importance of it when she wrote her blessing

emma shows that she understood some of the teachings

relative to pre earth life by her statement that she hopes

to live to perform all the work I1 covenanted to perform in
the spirit world she displaysdils aplays very benevolent attitude

i

when she desires to be a blessing to all who may in any

i wise need anything from my hands

her desires are especially worthy as she notes that
she desires to honor and respect her husband as her head

to live in his confidence and by acting in unison with
i

him retain the place god has given me by his side she
1

closes her blessing with the hope that she may be humble

that she may aclmowledge the hand of the lord in all things

and rejoice with the righteous in the blessings god has for all
who are obedient to his commandments

the entire blessing is certainly worthy of one who i

vaswas called the elect lady and the sentiments are expressive

of a highly cultured mind

diffsculticult f
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HISTORY BEFORE THE MARTYRDOM

A letter from vilate kimball to her husband heber C

kimball pictures conditions in nauvoo just prior to the
martyrdom

june 7 1844

my dear husband nauvoo was never so lonesome
since we lived here as it is now I1 went to meeting
last sunday for the first time since conference
neither joseph nor hyrum nor any of the twelve were
there and you may be assured that I1 was glad when
meeting was over

june lith nauvoo was a scene of excitement last
night some hundreds of brethren turned out and
burned the press of the opposite party this was done
by order of the city council they had published
only one paper nauvoo expositor which is considered
a public nuisance they have sworn vengeance and no
doubt will have it

june 24th21th since I1 commenced this letter varied
and exciting indeed have been the scenes in this city
I1 would have sent this to you before this time but
I1 have been thrownthro intovm such confusion I1 know not
what to write nor is this all the mails do not come
regularly having been stopped by high water or the
flood of mobocracy which pervades the country I1
have received no letter by mail since you left

i

nothing is to be heard of but mobs collecting on
every side the laws and fosters and most of the
dissenting party with their families left here a
day or two since they are sworn to have joseph and
the city council or to exterminate us all between
three and four thousand brethren have been under arms
here in past week expecting every day the mob would
come upon us the brethren from the country are coming
in to aid in defense of the city brother joseph sent
a message to the governor signifying if he and his staff
would come into the city he would abide their decision
but instead of the governor coming here he went to
carthage and there walked arm in arm with law and
foster until we have reason to fear he has caught their
spirit he sent thirty men from there day before
yesterday to arrest brother joseph with an abusivealu lettersive

husban6i

defense
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saying if thirty men cannot do the business thousands
can ordering the brethren who had been ordered out
to defend the city against the mobroob to deliver up their
arms to their men and then disperse

yesterday morning although it was sunday was
a time of great recitementexcitementsecitementexcite josephmentements had fled and left
word for the brethren to hang on to their arms and
defend themselves as best they could some were
dreadfully tried in their faith to think joseph should
leave them in their hour of danger hundreds have left
the most of the merchants on the hill have gone I1
have not yet been frightened neither has my heart sunk
within me till yesterday when I1 heard that joseph had
sent word back for his family to follow him and brother
whitneyswhitney family were packing up not knowing but they
would have to go as he is one of the city council
for a while I1 felt sad enough but did not let anybody
know it neither did I1 shed tears I1 felt a confidence
in the lord that he would preserve us from the ravages
of our enemies we expected them here today by the
thousands but before night yesterday things put on a
different aspect joseph returned and gave himself up
for trial he sent a messenger to carthage to tell thegovernor he would meet him and his staff at the big
mound at eight oclock this morning with all that the
writ demanded they have just passed here to meet the
governor for that purpose my heart said lord bless
those dear men and preserve them from those that thirst
for their bloodbloody what will be their fate the lord
only knows but I1 trust hell spare them the
governor wrote that if they did not give themselves up

i our city was suspended upon so many kegs of powder and
it only needed one spark of powder to touch them off 2

the churches mormon and reorganized again take op-

posite points of view on the part that emma played in inducing
i

her husband to come back and stand trial for the destruction

of the expositor press
i the direct narrative of the prophet ends on saturday

i rson F whitney lifelire of heber C kimbrlj salt
lake city stevens and
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june 22 1844 with the words n told stephen markham that

if I1 and hyrum were ever taken again we should be massacred

or I1 was not a prophet of god I1 want hyrum to live to avenge

my blood but he is determined not to leave me 3

what happened in the next few days of his life
occurred under such circumstancecircumstances as not to permit of his
dictating to his secretary or clerks as was his custom

the followingfolfoi accountloving is from the history of the

church vol 6 ppap 57547 to 0 and presents the latter day

saint mormon view point

saturday june 22 1844 about 9 pm hyrum came out
of the ansionmansionancion and gave his hand to reynolds cahoon at
the same time saying A company of men are seeking to
kill my brother josephjosedhjoseah and the lord has warned him to
flee to the rocky mountains to save his life goodbygood
brother

by
cahoon we shall see you again n in a few

minutes afterwards joseph came from his family his
tears were flowing fast he held a handkerchief to
his face and followed after brother hyrum without
uttering a word

between 9 anda 10nd pm joseph hyrum and willard
while waiting on the banks of the river for the skiff
sent for william V1 phelps and instructed him to take
their families to cincinnati bythe second steamboat
arriving at nauvoo and when he arrived there to com-
mence petitioning the president of the united states
and congress for redress of grievances and see if
they would grant the church liberty and equal rights
joseph then said go TO our wives and tell them
what we have concluded to do and learn their feelings
on the subject and tell emma you will be ready to
start by the second steamboat and7 she has sufficient
money wherewith to pay the expenses if you ascertain
by tomorrow morning that there is anything wrong come
over the river to montrose to the house of captain
john killien and there you will learn where we are

roberts op cit vol 6 p 516546
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about midnight joseph hyrum and dr richards
called for orrin P rockwell at his lodgings and all
ventwent up the river bank until they found aaron johnsonsjohnson
boat which they got into and started about 2 am to
croscross atieftie mississippi river orrin P rockwell rowedroved
the skiff which was very leaky so that it kept
joseph hyrum and the doctor busy baling out the water
with their boots and shoes to prevent it from sinking

sunday 23 at daybreak arrived on the iowa de
of the river sent orrin P rockwell back to na 0
with instructions to return the next nightniaht with I11 es
for joseph and hyrum pass them over the river ir e
night secretly and be ready to start for the greorc
basin in the rocky mountains

joseph hyrum and dr richards walked up to captain
john killiens house where they arrived at sunrise
but he not being at home they went from thence to
brother william jordans about 9 am dr bernhisel
came over the river to visit joseph also reynolds
cahoon who made some explanations respecting governor
ford letter

early in the morningmornintmornant a posse arrived in nauvoo to
arrest josephjosephljosephy but as they did not find him they
started back to carthage immediately leaving one
man of theche name of yates behind them who said to
one of the brethren that governor ford designeddesidesig-ned thatc

if
ned

joseph and hyrum were not given up he would send
his troops and guard the city until they were found
if it took three years to do it

at 1 pm emma sent over orrin P rockwell re-
questing him to entreat of joseph to come back
reynolds cahoon accompanied him with a letter which
emma had written to the same effect and she insisted
that cahoon should persuade joseph to come back and
give himself up when thetho went over they found joseph
hyrum and willard in a room by themselves having flour
and other provisions on uhe floor ready for packing

reynolds cahoon informed joseph what the troops
intended to do and urged upon him to give himself up
inasmuch as the governor hjd pledged his faith and the
faith of the state to protect him while he underwent a
legal and fair trial reynoldsRc cahoonnolds lorenzo D

wasson and hiram kimball accused joseph of cowardice
for wishing to leave the people adding that their
property would be destroyed anrin theyl1 left without
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hyruhyrwnhyrancyru said no no let us go back
and put our trust in god and we shall not be harmed
the lord is in it if we live or have to die we will
be reconciled to our fate

josephjosenhjoseah
then turned to hyrum who was talking with cahoon and
said brother hyrum you are the oldest what shall we
do hyrum said let us go back and give ourselves
up and see the thing out

lo10
40400

cinnoticinnati or any other piceplace I1 wish you would contrive
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house or home like the fable when the wolves came
the shepherd ran from the flock and left the sheep to
be devoured to which joseph replied if my life is
of no value to my friends it is of none to myself

joseph said to rockwell what shall I1 do rockwell
replied you are the ololr01clr est and ought to know best
and as you make your bed I1 will lie with you

after studying a few moments
joseph said if you go back I1 will go with you but we
shall be butchered

after a short pause joseph told cahoon to request
captain daniel C davis to have his boat ready at half
past five to cross them over the river

the reorganized church on the other hand quotes the

following letter to show that the prophet was probably going

to washington
s safety june 23

for emma smith

brother lewis has some money of mine H C kimball
has 1000 in his hands of mine bro neff lancaster
co pa 00

i

you may sell the quincy property or any property
that belongs to me you can find anythinranything about for
your support and children and mother do not despair

if god ever opens a door that isit possible for me I1
will see you again I11 do not know where I1 shall go

1 or what I1 shall do but shall if possible endeavor to
get to the city of washingtontas

i

hington

may god almighty bless you and the children and
mother and all my friendsfr myJends heart bleeds no more

j at present if you conclude to go to kirtland cin
to inform me this evening

joseph smith

a 11no
je

11

S afety

B

1

cinnati

ho-o



rowerkowerrover

adavis7davis7davi op cit

5ibidbibid

121

PS if in your powerpover I1 want you should help dr
richards family H

the original letter is in the church vault in independ-

ence missourimissouria

the

5

reorganitesreorganizes state further
As emma smith said 5 he left home intending not

to return until theche church was sifted and thoroughly
cleansed but his persecutors were stirring up trouble
at the time and his absence provoked some of the
brethren to say he had run av-vayalv-ay and they called him a
coward and joseph heard of it and then returned anda
said

nd
I1 will die before I1 will be called a coward 1

he was going to find a place and then send for the
family but when he came back I1 felt the worst I1 ever
did in my lifelifilfe ande from that time I1 looked for him to
be killed 6

maliciously minded persons have made it appear that
joseph vaswasrasyas about to flee to the west but was coaxed
to return by emma and so lost his life his letter
to her shows plainly what his intentions were and
these persons have for years in their publicationsublications
deleted the part of the letter showing his destination
was probably washingtonWashiwashlnashi Dnaton c7

the latter day saint church is very definite about

Josephjosephs preparing to go west to the rockies and he did cross

the river and start in that direction rather than to go toward

washington in the opposite directiondirectioh he may have had the
i

idea of exploring the country for another possible site for
a mormon headquarters settlement as he had already predicted

davis op cit p 338

ibid p 30340

6edmundaedmundedmund C briggs visit to nauvoo in is it11 journal
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i- thati- thac emma wanted him to come back to stand trial so that the

polygamy question might be bared in court this may be a po-
ssible motivemotiveimotives ifi emnaemmaennaennenuf didna entreat him in her letter to come

back

122

that the saints would suffer much affliction and be driven
to the rocky mountains it may have been in his mind to go

to washington after the trouble in illinois had settled down

and make a proposition to the government concerning the

settlement of the saints in the yestwesttestrest
it is also very definite in its statements that emma

i

wrote a letter to joseph urging him to return and that she

asked several others to use their influence to get him to
come back

the reorganized church places all the blame on the

brethren at nauvoo who called joseph a coward and they claim

that joseph said he would rather die than be called a coward

emma has no part in the matter of getting joseph to return

codingaccordingac to them and even looked for him to be killed on

his arrival
i just what emmas feelings and actions were in this
imattermatternattersmatter it is difficult to say imilmalm sure there were others

who likely thought that the prophet led a charmed life and
i

would be again protected in the coming trial as he had been
i

in the past and that he should not have run away and left
his people destitute of his leadership some have suggested

she
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while joseph was in carthage he wrote the following

letters to his wife emma

carthage june 2th25thath IS1&4
230 oclock pm

dear emma

I1 have had an interview with governor ford and
he treats us honorably myself and hyrum have been
again arrested for treason because we called out
the nauvoo legion but when the truth comes out we
have nothing to fear we all feel calm and composed

this morning governor ford introduced myself and
hyrum to the militia in a very appropriate manner
as general joseph smith and general hyrum smith
there was a little mutiny among the carthage greys
but I1 think the governor has and will succeed in
enforcing the laws I1 do hope the people of nauvoo
will continue pacific and prayerful

governor ford has justjut concluded to send some of
his militia to nauvoo to protect the citizens and I1
wish that they may be kindly treated they will
cooperate with the police to keep the peace thegovernors orders will be read in the hearing of the
police and officers of the legion as I1 suppose

three oclock the governor has just agreed to
march his army to nauvoo and I1 shallshalshailshalishai come along with
him the prisoners all that can will be admitted
to bail I1 am as ever

joseph smith

carthage jail june 2th27thath
1844

dear emma

eacebace

sonersboners
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EMMA VIEWS HER MARTYRED HUSBANDSHUSBAKD

the governor continues his courtesies and permits
us to see our friends we hear this morning that the
governor will not go down with his troops today to nauvoo
as we anticipated last evening but if he does come
down with his troops you will be protected and I1 want
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you to tell brother dunham to instruct the people
to stay at home and attend to their own business and
let there be no groups or gathering together un-
less by permission of the governor they are called
together to receive communications from the governor
which would please our people but let the governor
direct

brother dunham of course will obey the orders of
the government officers and render them the assistance
they require there is no danger ofany extermination
order should there be a meeting among the troopstrcops
which we do not anticipate excitement is abating a

part will remain loyal and stand for the defense of
the state and our rights

there is one principlepran whichciple is eternal it is the
duty of all men to protect their lives and the lives
of their household whenever necessity requires and
no power has a right to forbid it should the last
extreme arrive but I1 anticipate no such extreme but
caution is the parent of safety

joseph smithsmithssmithesnithesnith
PS dear emma I1 am very much resigned to my

lot knowing I1 am justified and have done the best that
could be give my love to the children and all my
friends mr brewer and all who inquire after me
and as for treason I1 know that I1 have not committed any
and they cannot prove anything of the kind so you need
not have any fears that anything can happen to us on
that account may god bless you all amen9

about fifteen minutes pastd2stdast five on this fateful day

the tragic events started that culminated in the deaths of
I1

joseph and hyrumhynum smith
I1 about eight oclock on the following morning friday
I1

june 28th willard richards samuel smith and a mr hamilton
i

traveling with two wagons began the journey from carthage to

to nauvoo a distancedihdib oftance eighteen miles in the wagons were

roberts opon cit vol 6 p 60
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the bodies ofjoseph and hyrum in rough boxes covereditcovered with

bushes to keep them from the hot sun

the cprtegecortege did not reach nauvoo until three pm A

large body ov people met it about one mile east of the temple

on mullholland street
when the procession arrived the bodies were both

taken to the nauvoo mansion the scene there cannot
be described

about 85 000ooo or 10000 persons were addressed by dr
villardwillard richards V W phelps esquire woods and reid
of iowa and col stephen markham dr richards ad-
monished the people to keep the peace stating that he
had pledged his honour and his life for their good
conduct when the people vithwith one united voice resolved
to trust to the law for a remedy of such a highhandedhigh
assassination

handed
and when that failed to call upon god

to avenge them of their wrongs

when the bodies of joseph and hyrum arrived at
the mansion the doors were closed immediately the
people were told to go quietly home and the bodies
would be exhibited the next morning at eight

dimick B huntington withvithbrith the assistance of william
marks and winiftgid D huntingtonHuneun washedtinston the bodies from head
to foot joseph was shot in the right breast also
under the heart in the lower part of his bowels on
the right side and on the big rinkiewrinklerinkleur on the back
part of the right hip one ball had coe out at the
right shoulder blade dimick huntington put cotton
soaked in camphor into each wound and laid the bodies
out with fine plain drawers and shirts white necker
chiefs white cotton stockings and white shrouds
gilbert goldsmith was doorkeeper at the time

after this was done emma who was at the time
pregnant was then permitted to view the bodies on
first seeing the corpse of her husband she screamed
and fell but was supported by dimick B huntington
she then fell upon josephs face and kissed him
calling him by name and begged him to speak to her
once more the scene was too affecting almost to be
borne
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mary hyrumshyrunsHy wiferuns was also admitted and manifest-
ed calmness and composure throughout the trying scene
the children of the martyredmarty prophetred and patriarch were
then admitted to see the bodies when the scene beg-
gared description being perfectly heartrendingheart
relatives

rending
and particular friends were also permitted to

visit them during the evening

at seven next morning 29th the bodies were put
into coffins which were covered with black velvet
fastened with brass nails over the face of each
corpse was a lid hung with brass hinges under which
was a square of glass to protect the face and the
coffin was lined with white cambric the coffins
were then each put into a rough pine box

at 8 am the room was throithrownshroi open for the
saints to view the bodies of their martyredmarty prophetred
and patriarch and it is estimated that over 10000
persons visited the remains that day as there was a
perfect living stream of people entering in at the
east door of the mansion and out at the north door
from 8 am to pm at which hour a request was
made that the mansion should be cleared so that the
families could take their farewell look at the remains

the coffins were then taken out of the boxes into
the little bedroom in the northeastnorth cornereast of he
mansion and there concealed and bhethe door locked
bags of sand were then placed in each end of the boxes
which were then nailed up and a mock funeral took
place the boxes being put into a hearse and driven
to the graveyard by villiamwilliam D huntington and there
deposited in a grave with the usual ceremonies

thlthisthi was done to prevent the enemies of the
martyredmarty prophetred and patriarch from getting possess-
ion of the bodies as they had threatened they would
do As the hearse passed the meetinsmeetingmeetinr ground accom-
panied by a few men VW VW phelps was preaching the
funeral sermon

about midnight the coffins containing the bodies
were taken from the mansion by dimick B huntington
edward hunter wliilamwilliam D huntington illiamililliamVJ marks
johnathan H holmes gilbert goldsmith alpheus cutler
lorenzo D wasson and philip B lewis preceded by
james emmet as guardguardy irithwith his musket

they went through the garden round by the pump
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and were conveyed to the nauvoo house which was then
built to the first joistsfoists of the basement and buried
in the basement story

after the bodies were interred and the ground
smoothed off as it was before the chips of wood and
stone and other rubbish thrown over so as to make
it appear like the rest of the ground around the
graves a most terrific shower of rain accompanied
with thunder and lightning occurredoccil andrred obliterated
all traces of the fact that the earth had been newly
dug

the bodies remained in the cellar of the nauvoo
house where they were buried until the fall when
they were removed by dimick B huntington william
D huntington johnathan H holmes and gilbert
goldsmith at emmas request to a place near the
mansion and buried side by side and the bee house
then moved and placed over their graves

lined statement below to the story of emmas viewing her
ihusbandshusband remains

sun may 24 in the forenoon elder dimick B
huntington gave some very interesting details con-
cerning the death of david Vv7 patten and the death
of joseph and hyrum the prophet and patriarch he
related the circumstances attending the first visit
of emma smith josephs wife to the tody of her
murdered husband he himself had led her towards
the corpse hiding the sight from her eyes with his
hat and endeavoring to assuage her grief until she
was close by the body and when she saw the martyredmarty
remains

red
she flung herself on the bosom of the deady

and besoughtbesoubasou theht inanimate formlormcormdorm aaenaain and again to
speak to her onlyonlvonla once ancianclanc say that he forgave her
the speaker related the facts connected with the
burial of joseph and hyrum at which he haihadhal assisted
and the removal of their bodies afterwards and
urged the congregation to so live that when they pass
from this rifelife they shall have secured for themselves
a part in the first resurrection11resurrection1resurrectionsresurrection

millennial

111

star101lillennial vol 24 p 03
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twenty four years later dimick B huntington speak-

ing in the new tabernacle in salt lake city added the under

va
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there is great dissension among the leaders of the
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this statement by dimick B huntington that emma was

asking for josephs forgivnessforgiveness leaves one pondering over its
significance could it be that she had strucstruck out against
joseph as president kimball stated in his sermon at the
bowery in salt lake city or that she felteltfeiteit guilty about not

having accepted the celestial marriagearriage14 revelation this is
a question that cannot be answered at this time but the very

statement may help one better to realize why she took the
i

actionfaction she did after the death of her prophet husband

EMMA MANIFESTS opposition TO THE
I1

COUECILCOUNCIL OF THE TWELVETVTELVE

less than three weeks after the death of her husband

emma smith in company with messrs woods and wasson went to

carthage the county seat for a letter of administration on

the estate of her deceased husband 12
0

there seems to be a dearth of material concerning emma

from the time of the martyrdom until about two months later
an article in the burlington hawkeyeawkeyehawkeye dated september 12 1844184

has

4

this to say about her
i

sidney rigdon has left nauvoo for pittsburgh and
i it is expected that a large number of the english

church emma the deceaseddecea prophetssedseO widow has given
much dissatisfaction in consequence of her refusing to

12lbid july 17 1844
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transfer some of the church property which was in the
prophets name it is said she is weak in the faith
and that she has purchased property at hampton where
it is probable she may remove

another article in the same paper printed one week

later on the 19th of september says the warsaw signal

of the lith says that it is rumored that on the previous sun-

day nineteen of the leading mormonscormons were ejected from the

church at nauvoo among whom were john A forbes and emma

smith the prophets widow

two years later in 1846 there appeared in two

missouri newspapers the following

under the second provision of the treaty a few
arms were surrendered there was also an impression
that all connected with the lormonmormonnormon church had to leave
and for this reason several left against whom no
hostility is felt and who will probably return again
to the enjoyment of theircheir property of this number
was MRSkrs EMMA SMITH the widow of JOE SMITH 14e- lw0- 14w- ih

and
f the members of the church are not at peace even

among themselves A number including mrs emma
smith the widow of joe smith and his brother
deny the jurisdiction and complain greatly of the con-
duct of the council of the twelve who have assumed
and exercised the suppemesupreme authority since the death
of the prophet this party we bellevebelieve recognize the

i spiritual power of the new prophet STRANGSTRAKG of voree
wisconsin territory but look forward to the time when
a son of joe a lad of twelve or fourteen years of age
shall assume the position in the church which his father
occupied this party do not contemplate removing with
the otheother but most of them will either join strang in

burlingtonrlinqton hawkeye burlington iowa vol 6 no
173 p 2
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wisconsin territory or go to other parts 1

just what the differences were between the council of

the twelve and emma are not clearly stated one reason for
contention was likely a dispute over what property belonged

to the church that was in josephs name and what belonged to

the prophet personally another was likely that of who should

preside over the church as president
emma dislike for president brigham young is be-

i lieveldlieved by many to have been the main cause of her
refusal to gather with the saints to the mountains
and it is also asserted that she on the same grounds
later on influenced her sons to take the stand they
did in regard to the so called reorganization

EMMA

16

snithSMITHsnite AND BRIGHAM YOUNG
i

there seemed to be a greater clash between emma and
i

brighambriham young than between emma and some of the other members
i

of the quorum of the twelve or other leaders of the church

hetheraethermether this was because brigham young was the president of
i

the council of the twelve and stepped forward in this capacity

to lead the church against the feelings of emma who believed

that the presidency should continue in patriarchal lineage

is not clear but if the statement in the dailydaildaliydallydalldali mi ssouriissouritsourimissouri

republican is correct in its assertion that emma the prophets
widow and

to the time when young joseph who was then just entering his
i
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ffatheratherathen occupiedoccumccu then it must be o0

I1 have beenboonboen unable to find any statements about

differences between brigham young and emma smith before the

time of the prophets martyrdom but there are numerous

statements of brighams loyalty to joseph and his being an

invited guest at the smith home before the prophets death

on numerous occasions there is a record of his attending

piedpled

hamohamm
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teens would be old enough to assume the positionpositionosition which his

parties given at the mansion house by joseph and emma there

is the instance of his intercedinginter inceding their behalf for money

in their flichtflight from ohio to missouri and brighamsBrig defensehans
of joseph as a prophet of god during the ohio persecutions
when others of the leaders of the church were calling joseph

a fallen prophet it was brechambrighambricham who through out the
year 1834 was almost constantly at the side of the prophet

i

hosephjoseph loyally sustaining him in all his plans and labors 17

on august 8 1841844 brigham young as president of the

council of the twelve together with that body of men were
i

sustained as leaders of the church

monday august 19 elder willard richards called on

emma smith late widow of the prophet joseph smith in nauvoo

focfor the new translation of the bible she said she uddidfid not

17prestonlprestonhprestonlP17 nibleyPrestonreston briharoBribriebrif youyounyonyoungyonn-ghamharo ngg the man and his work
independence missouri zions printing and publishing co
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feel disposeddisnosed to give it up at present underlining mine

however after the prophets death some of josephs
rather extensive library was returned to emma by brigham 1-119

As difficult as it was for brigham and emma to be

friends wilford woodruff on the other hand seemed to get

along very well with her

before leaving nauvoo he wilford woodruff paid a
visit to emma smith to whose life he sought to bring
consolation in the hour of her bereavement she gave
him a piece of oak for a staff the oak had been taken
from josephs coffin she also presentedpres himentea with
a pair of white cottoncottu gloves and to his wife she
gave a handkerchief w

before the saints left nauvoo to come west brigham

young sent B F johnson and newell K whitney to visit emma

and try to persuade her to come with the group B F

johnson records the story as follows

VI was appointed with bishop newell K whitney to
visit sister emmaenmaerhma for the last time and if possible
persuade her to remainregain with the church nearly all

1 night we labored with her and all we could learn was
that she was willing to go with the church on con

left her and she did lead all winournomino would follow her
so long as she lived underiningunderldriingunderminingUnde minerining

journal history august 19 1844

19crawford19crawfordi19 onODcrawford cit p 1

20matthias20 FMatthias cowley wilfordmford oodruffvoodruffwoodruffgoodruffyooVoo saltdruff lake city
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I1 do not care who leads the church even though
it were ann lee but one thing I1 must know and that
is what god says about it I1 have the keys and the
means of obtaining the mind of god on the subject

I1 know there are those in our midst who will seek
the lives of the twelvenelve as they did the lives of
joseph and hyrum we shall ordain others and give the
fullness of the priesthood so that if we are killed
the fullness of the priesthood may remain

joseph conferredcon-l uponerred our heads all the keys and

nibley briham

saidsald anotnoNo it is of god and the
time will come when brother brigham young will preside
over this church 1 the latter part of this conversation
was in my absence millennialmillenialMil starlenial vol 2 p 439

bolingvoling
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from this statement it seems clear that emma was

jealous of the authority that brigham young had over the

church and that she or a member of her family she felt
should direct its affairs

joseph smithssmithy attitude toward brigham young and

succession of leadership in the church could be summarized in
the following statements the first of which was given the

first day he met brigham young nd the second after the organ-

ization of the quorum of the twelve these statements are

from the journal of brigham young

in the evening a few of the brethren came in and
we conversed togetherto upongettler the things of the kingdom
he joseph called upon me to pray in my prayer I1
spoke in tongues As soon as we arose from our knees
the brethren flocked around him and asked his opinion
concerning the gift of tongues that was upon me he
told them it was the pure adamic language some said
to him they expected he would condemn the gift brother
brighamBrig hadhadlhadihainhajnhalh but he saidno

u onp
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powers belonging to the apostleship which he himself
held before he was taken away and no man or set of
men can get between joseph and the twelve in this
world or in the world to come

how often has joseph saidsalds toid the twelve 5

1 ri have
laid the foundationandationansationfo and youvou must build thereon for
uponudon your shoulders the kingdom rests underlining
mine

the twelve 5 as a quorum will not be permitted to
tarry here long they will go abroad and bear off the
kingdom to the nations of the earth and baptize the
people fastenfaster than mobs can kill them off I1 would
like were it my privilege to take my va-lise and
travel and preach till we had a people gathered who
would be true

my private feelings would be to let the affairs of
men and women alone only go and preach and baptize
them into the kingdom of god yet hateverwhatever duty god
places upon me in his strength I1 intend to fulfillit

I1 want to see this people with the various
quorums of theheche priesthood assembled together in
special conference on thursday next at 10 am 3

one can findcind numerous statements of the prophets
attitude toward brigham young and of brighams loyalty to

i

ithethe prophet in the early writings of dherhethe church and I1 have yet

to find one which does not infer complete loyalty friendliness
and understanding between these two men the quarrel between

the smiths and brigham young did not extend to the prophet

joseph smith as far as I1 have been able to determine through

my research
i

on the other hand it does appear that emmaermmaenma was in-

fluenced by william the prophets brotherbro ofher whom andrew

R obertsRoberts op citciuclu volv01voi 7 p 230
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mack smith born in royalton windsor county vermont
march 13 1811 he was baptized at an early period
and was a teacher in the church in 1831 he took a
mission to erie county pennsylvania in december 1832
to preach the gospel and call the elders to kirtland
to attend a school of the prophets he was ordained
to the office of a hiahhigh priest under the hands of
sidney rigdon on the 21t21st day of june 1833 during
the wintervinter of 1833 he worked on a farm and chopped cord
wood near kirtland he was married to caroline grant
daughter of joshua and thalia grant february 1 1833
by whom he had two daughters mary jane and caroline L
he went to missouri in zions camp in 183 and return-
ed to kirtland the same fall he was appointedpointedao one
of the twelve apostles at the organization of that
quorum at kirtland february 1 183 under the
hands of oliver cowdery david whitmer and hartinmartin
harris he accompanied the twelve on their first
mission through the eastern states and returned with
them to kirtland in the allfallrallrailaliail

while joseph smith was presiding in a high council
william rebelled against him in a very headstrong
manner at a debating school held in the house of
father joseph smith december 16 183 the prophet
joseph told the brethren he feared it would not result
in good whereupon williamilliam17 in a rage commanded
joseph to leave the house attempted to put him out
and inflicted upon him personal injury the effects of
which he occasionally felt untilw hisitil death after
hyrum and the twelve had labored with william for
several days he made confession and wasvas forgiven

william removed to parfar west with his family in the
spring of 1838 after joseph was taken prisoner and
the mob beganiegan to drive out the saints illiamwilliam expressed
himself in such a vindictive manner against joseph that
the church suspended him from fellowship may 4 1839
at a general conference near quincy he went to illin-
ois and settled in plymouth hancock county keeping
a tavern william1illiam wasws restored to fellowshipfellowshid in the

135

jenson records the following history the truthfulness of

which can be verified by checking the story with the journal

history of the church and periodicals that were published

by the church during william smiths lifetime
william smith was the fifth son of joseph and lucy
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church through the intercessions of joseph and hyrum
but when the twelve went to england instead of
accompanying them according to the commandment of
the lord he remained on his farm at plymouth he
published a letter in the times and seasons december
1 1840 making an apology for neglecting to go on
his mission on the ground of poverty but it came with
an ill grace as he was better situated to leave his
familyamily than any of the members of the quorum who went
in the spring of 18411811 he visited the branches of the
church in pennsylvania and newneu jersey he was elected
a member of the house of representatives of the legis-
lature of illinois in the vinterwinter session of 1842431842
his

43
acts as a member of the legislature were highly

approved by the people he displayedsplayeddis considerable
energy in defending the nauvoo charter and the rights
of his constituents he took a journey to the east
on business in the spring of 1843 and spent his time
among the churches william returned to nauvoo april
22 1844 with about forty or fifty saints from new
jersey after staying a short time in nauvoo he had
his last interview withurithvithwrith his brother joseph under the
following circumstances he asked joseph to give
him a city lot near the temple joseph told him that
he would do so with great pleasure if he would build
a house and live upon it but he would not give him a
lot to sell william replied he wanted it to build
and live upon the lot was well worth 1000 in a
few hours afterwardsafterwards7 an7 applicationplicationan was made by a
certain mr ivins to the city recorder to know if the
lot was clear and belonged to villiamwilliam smith for
william had sold it to him for 00 joseph hearing
of this directed the clerk not to make a transfer
at which william was so offended that he threatened
joseph who deemed it prudent to keep out of the way
until william left on a steamboat for the east
accompanied by his family

in a general conference of the church heid in
nauvoo oct 6 184 william smith was dropped as one
of the twelve apostles and patriarch of the church and
on the following sunday oct 12th he was excommu-
nicated as more of his inconsistentconsistentirliri acts had come to
light some time afterwardsaftEr hewindswirds associated himself with
the apostate james J strancstrang who tried to organize
a church of his om but failed williamlilliamI smith after-
wards identified himself vith the reorganized
churchchurch11 and lived for a nnnberniribcr of years in elkaderelkanerEl
clayton

kader
county iowa he died nov 13 1894 at

osterdock clayton county iowalowa as the last surviving
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brother of joseph the prophet

all of the smith family were not opposed to brigham

young and the quorum of the twelve however as lucy smith

mother of the prophet stated that she would go west if they

would promise to bring her body back and bury it at nauvoo
i

where so many of her loved ones were buried
i

the following is from the journal history of october
8 184 at the time of a general conference in nauvoo

wednesday october 8 the general conference was
continued in nauvoo following are the minutes of
the third and last day business

conference opened at the usual hour with singing
and prayer

i

mother luch smith the aged and honored parent
of joseph smith having expressed a wish to say a
few words to the congregation she was invited upon the
stand she spoke at considerable length and in an
audible manner so as to be heard by a large portion
of the vast assembly

she commenced by saying that she was truly glad
that the lord had let her see so large a congregation
she had a great deal of advice to give but brother
brigham young had done the errand he had fixed it
completely there were comparatively few in the
assembly who were acquainted with her family she
was the mother of eleven children seven of whom were
boys she raised them in the fear and love of god
and never was there a more obedient family she
warned parents that they were accountable for their
childrens conduct advised them to give them books
and work to keep them from idlenessjenesslenessid warned all to
goodness and kindness and never to do in secret what
they would not do in the presence of millions she
wished to knowmow of the congregation whether they con-
sidered her a mother in isrealisrcal upon which president
B young saidsald all who consider mother smith as a
mother in israel signify it by saying yes one

jenson LDSLPS PJdjorraphical0grjlph1 caicatcal encyclopedia ppap 868786 87
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universal yesayes1 rang throughout she remarked thatit was just eighteen years since joseph smith the prophet
had become acquainted with the contents of the plates
and then in a concise manner related over the most
prominentpro pointsminert in the early history of her family
their hardships trials privation persecutions
sufferings etc some parts of which melted those who
heard her to tears more especially the part relating
to a scene in missouri when her beloved son was
condemned to be shot in fifteen minutes and she by
prodigious efforts was enabled to press through the
crowd to where he was and to give him her hand but
could not see his face he took her hand and kissed
it she said let me hear your voice once more my
son he said god bless you my dear mother she
gave notice that she had written her history and
wished it printed before we leave this place she
then mentioned a discourse once delivered by joseph
after his return from washington iri which he said that
he had done all that could be done on earth to obtain
justice for their wrongs but they were all from
the president to the judge determined not to grant
justice but said he keep good courage these cases
are recorded in heaven and I1 am going to lay them
before the highest court in heaven little said
she did I1 then think he was so soon to leave us to
take the case up himself and dontdont you think this
case is now being tried I1 eelfeelreel as though god was
vexing this nation a little here and there and I1
feel that the lord will let brother brigham take the
people away here in this city lay my dead my
husband and children and if so be the rest of my
children go with you and would be to god they may
all go they will not go without me and if I1 go I1
want my bones broughtbro backuht in case I1 die away and
deposited with my husband and children mother
smith said many more good things but the rest being
inaudible to the reporters they are lost

president brigham young then arose and said he
wanted to relate to the congregation the last closing
remarks of mother smith inasmuch as she could not
be heard by all

mother smith proposes a thing which rejoices my

heart she will go with us I1 can answer for the
authorities of the church we want her and her children
to go with us and I1 pledge myself in behalf of the
authorities of the churchcilCli thaturch while we have any
thing they shall share with us vewe have extended the
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helping hand to mother smith she had the best
carriage in the city and while she lives shall ride
in it when and where she pleases

when william came here we furnished him a span of
horses and a carriage and a house and brother kimball
became responsible for the rent of it he has run
away in a time of trouble but I1 suppose will come
back when it is peace and we mean to have him with
us yet 1

mother smith here interrupted president young
but inaudible to the reporters president young
continued mother smith has been relating over the
circumstances of her pecuniary life of late she is
perfectly satisfied and all is right I1 could have
wished that the bishops would visit her more frequently
but they have done pretty well and I1 say in the name
of the latter day saints we will supply her wants
and I1 want the people to take any thing they have for
her to her and let her do with it as she pleases I1
have never asked her to go for she had told me she
would not but now she has offered it mother smith
proposes that she will go with us if we will promise
to bring back her remains in case of her death and
deposit them with her husbandhusband1husbands s1 also joseph once said
with outstretched arms if I1 fall in battle in
missouri I1 want you to bring my bones back and de-
posit them in that sepulchre

for

I command you to do it
in the name of the lord I11 and I1 pledge myself if
mother smith goes with us and I1 outlive her I1 will
do my best to bring her bones back again and deposit
them with her children and I1 want to know if this
people are willing to enter into a covenant to do the
same unanimous vote

president B young continued e are determined
also to use every means in our power to do all that
joseph told us and we will petition sister emma in
the name of israels god to let us deposit the re-
mains of joseph according as he commanded us and if
she will not consent to it our garments are clear
then when he awakesai inakes the morning of the resurrection
he shall talk with them not with me the sin shall be
uponher head not oursour I11 meeting was adjourned to two
pm benediction by president young

the church reached its adolescent period following
the martyrdom of its prophet and founder but brigham young

1
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guided it safely through the storm and stress of the new

awakening period but not without bitter protest from many of

its members and a severance of their ties to a nevnewnei order of

things 0 W riegel writes of this period

brighams couocoup of august 8 therefore failed to
dash the hopeshooes of his rivals sidney rigdon continued
to intrigue openly against him the surviving
members of the smith family not wishing to see the
control of the church pass out of the family strong-
ly disapproved of brighams usurpation

EMMASe1v BUSINESS ABILITY

emma was a good business woman she was a great help

to the prophet in his business transacti6nstransact16nstransactions it is recorded

in the journal historyhis that she helped him appraise the

llolio

wishinvishin

elweav

sister
emma the prophets widow and as his first wife the
legal widowi by united states lavlaw wanted her son
young joseph IT to succeed his father young joseph

was in knee breeches at the time but sister emma
believed that a kind of regency could be set up to
govern the church until he grew up illiamvilliamVJ smith
the prophets renegade brother threw his support
first to sidney rigdon but later demanded the first
presidency of the church for himself declaring his
intention to rule pro temterntermtemm until loungyoung joseph came of
age lyman wight the V ild ram of the mountains
who had helped to interest strang in mormonism
broke with brigham young set up a church of his owno
and

ym

led a band of followers into the republicrepubli of
texas where the vast plains swallowed them

tithing
A letter written after the prophetsProp deathhetts which

came into the possession of juanita drooksbrooks of st george utah

was mailed to president george albert smith april 29 1946
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it reveals this business ability of emma in a characteristic
way

nauvoo oct 18 1844

brother heywoodHey

sir
woodvood

I1 send by the stage twenty two bags wishing
brother hollingshead to send some oats by the st by
osprey as soon as its convenient the brick store
will be empty next week and I1 would like well if
you could find it advantageous to your interest to
fill it with goods and groceries this fall the rent
will be low I1 think it a gocdgoad tinetimetidetlde to commence an
establishment of that kind here now as there is a
number of merchants about to leave here soon

my family are all in good health at present and
the brethren are generally well with the exception
of amasa lyman who has been very sick but is better
now

my best respects to your family and all our
friends tell mrsirs1 heywood I1 shall keep those shoes
she gavecave to mr smith as a memento both of her and
my husband too for I1 can never see them without
remembering them both

respectfully your
most obedient

emma smith

BIRTH OF DAVID HYRUM SITH

four and one half months after the martyrdom of his

father emma gave birth to her ninth and last child he was

named david hyrum one of the last requests the prophet made

before he left for carthage was if our child is a boy for
myroymoy sake name him david hyrumhynum

on christmas day 1844 W W phelps wrote a letter
to william smith who was a missionary in the east concern-

ing emma new babe he said

wa
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I1 hope to be excused for addressing you for the
first time in my lifelifilfe a letter to the editor of a news

112142

the rest I1 think enjoy very good health and
especially emma who amid her great affliction has
given birth to a son and like david of old may he
yet be a terror to evil doers one that will lightliphtlicht a
candle in the same great fire where his fathers was

paperpader and this I1 have been induced to do from seeing
the letter of gen arlington bennett published in the

1 newspaper urging the mormon people to remove to the

lit till the last stain of his fathers blood is
made white by righteousness26righteousness 26

THE NEW YORK SUN LETTER
i

if emma smith wrote the following letter to the editor
i

of the new york sur- and meant evelyevery word of it the story of

her life would be much less inexplicable and enigmatic some
i

i

very definite conclusions could be draimdrawndraidral concerningm her actions
i

and attitude and the whole problem of the succession in the

leadership of the church would be greatly simplified
nauvoo ills nov 20 184

i to the editor of the new york sun
i sir

pacific ocean and advocating the cause of the tyrants
who have seized the government of the mormon church
this church such as t is was formed by my lamented

I1 husband who was martyredmarty forred its sake and whether
true or false laid down his life for its belief I1
am left here with a family of children to attend to

i without any means of giving them an education for
there is not a school in the cityclin nor is it intended
there shall be any hreh1rehare or at any other placeolace herewhere
the men who now govern the infatuated simpiesimplesamplesampie minded
peoplepeonie have sway I1 have not the least objection that
these petty tyrants shall move to california or any
other remote place out of the world if they wish for

E cecil mcgavinMcGavi nauvoo the beautiful salt lake
city utah stevens and wallis incincyinca 1961946 p 171
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laborinlaboringlaborinft uncierunderancier a diseased mind yet
they may be all true as a prophet is seldom without
credence or honor except jnin his on family or countrcountry
but mymv conviction is to che contrary I1 shall educate
my children in a differendifferentdiffered falthfaith and teach them to
obey and reverence the lawslas and institutions of their
ownoin country shall I1 not sir be protected in these
resolutions against uhethe annoyance of the men I1 now
oppose for they will no doubt seek my life what
object gen arlington bennett has in advocating the
cause of these petty tyrants I1 am not able to under-
stand for he assured meroemoe when at my house that he had
not the smallest intention of connecting himself in
any mannemanner with them much less removremovedemov withvith them to the
pacific ocean but this is a strangestosti worldrangefange and I1 would
not be surprised if they had offeredofferej to anoint and
crown him king or emperor in the west As I1 have som-
ething more to say I1 will take the liberty to write you
another letter

vithwitheith great respect I1 am
your humble servant i

emmaenma smithasmith7

113143

they never will be of any service to the mormonscormons or
the human family no matter where they go theirobject is to keep the people over whom they rule in
the greatest ignoranceia andnorance most abject religious
bondage and if these poor confiding creatures remove
with them they will die in the wilderness the laws
of the united states are quitecuite goodzood enough for me and
my children and mymh settled determination is to remainregain
where I1 can take cre of my property and if I1 cannot
educate my children here I11 shall send them to new
york or new england for that purpose many of the
mormonscormons will no doubt remove in the springyspringsprings and many
more willill remainremin here in nauvoo as in other cities
and all exclusive religious distinctions abolished

y I1 must now say that I1 never for a moment believed in
what

I1 e witvit

hisahisao itionsirions

l-all-ai
breife

l-iil-il

urondron L

dlfdifferenfeden
a-raryu-rary

my husband called hisapparitionsapparitionshis and revelationsrevelacevela
as

lonsy
I1 thought him

one month and ten days later another letter addressed

to the editor of the sun signed by emma smith states that the

first letter was a forgery

journalhjloj november 20 184
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the entire letter is vindictive in nature and must

have been written during the time of an emotional upheavalupheavals

in this letter there is an expression of doubt and

uncertainty as was manifest in emmmaeigaseimaselgas blessing written by

herself the letter states that never for a moment did she

believe in her husbandshusband revelations and then adds yet

114144

to the editor of the new york sun

sir I1 wish to inform you and the public through
your paper that the letter publishedublishedpublished tuesday morning
decemberdecembe

P
9thath

07is a foreryforgezzforderyforforgtorg theeryeZZenz whole of it and I1 hope
that this notice viiivailwill put a stop to all such communicommini
cationscationsscationcatloncanions

emma smith20smith28

if emma wrote the letter to the new york sun she is
admitting that she did not believe her husband to be a prophet

of god that the revelations he claimed he received were not

divine but man made and that the church he founded was not

the church of jesus christ but another church with a man

made philosophy

she may have been suggesting that the church under

her husbands direction was practisingpracticingprac polygamytising counter to

the laws of the united states and she wanted to obey and

reverence the laws of her country she does not say this
but she infers that the church is teaching a doctrine that

a-lsingl-ising

is not constitutionalconstitutionalsconstitution

they may be all true as a prophet is seldom without credence

I1 ibidbid december 30 184
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the writer
of the letter also states whether true or false in regard

to the church he laid down his life for its belief
I1 am inclined to believe that emma wrote the letter

and when there were so many repercussions from it she
i

published a denial of it i

one who was much interested in it was doctor john M

bernhisel of whom it is recorded in the journal history went

to the nauvoo temple to borrow the new york sun of december

9 184 to read emmas letter to the editor
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or honor except in his own family or country
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CHAPTER X

A nelNEWNEIrewrey LIFE IN AN OLD CITY

september 1846 april 1860

wm marks a prominent man in the church in josephs
time remained emmasenunalsemnas true friend and helped her to move to

fulton during the trouble that caused the exodus of the saints
from nauvoo in 1846 he lived near emma the two winters she

spent in fulton 1

fulton is located on the mississippi river due west

of chicago in whiteside county on U S highway 30 it is
across the river and a little north of clinton iowa and

is located in northwesternnorth illinoiswestern it is not far from

dixon illinoisillino which is directly east of fulton and the

place where emmas brothers isaac and david hale and her

sister elizabeth wasson lived
emma lived in fulton the winters of 1846 and 1847

and then in february 1847184 she7 went to nauvoo because
she had heard that van tuyl to whom she had leased
the mansion house was about to move to texas and was
planning on taking the furnishings of the mansion
house with him he had not paid the rent regularly
and when he left he beat emnaermnaemma out of considerable
money but she saved the furnishings but he did take
away somesoinesone thingsthing of value2

inez smith davis speaks of the refuge up at fulton as

a period of a few months time she also describes emma

and her family in nauvoo as follows

back in that deserted city near the waters edge
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theuhe new settlers at the time the saints were being driven out

he and james mulholland courted the favor of emma during the

summer of 1847 about the time the pioneers were entering the

davig3davi83davia op cit
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ashe4she

14

stood the mansion house not long since completed
home of a tall darkhaireddark widowhaired and her five children
an arrogant little beauty of fifteen the adopted
daughter julia a solemn brown eyed boy of nearly
fourteen joseph frederickfreYre pastderick ten merry and sunny
with the brown eyes of his mother alexander a lad
of blue eyes like his father and the little brother
baby david loveioveloved and loving of them all who was not
quite two for he was born after the cruel death of
his father calmly vithwith a quiet courage this woman
when nearly all had left stayed on except for a
few months refuge up the river at fulton city and
rearedherrear familyedher in the deserted city her boys
played and studied with the boys of the new citizens
she baked cookies for them all time passed emma
had no enemies in nauvoo she foundfoluad herself and her
children respectrespected by all she never spoke of religion
for although she still cherished in her heart the
principles of the church her husband founded she had
come to the time when she had lost some of the illusions
her friends still cherished and had reluctantly
bade them goodbygood atby the parting of the roads3

when emma came back to nauvoo after the flight to
fulton city she sadly remarked that she had no friend
but god and no place to go but home 1

emnasEMMAS MARRIAGEIIARRIAGE TO letsLEISle19LElet-s CRUM19 BIDAMON

lewis C bidamon wasvas born at smithfield virginia
january 16 1806 he lived in fulton county before moving

i

to nauvoo in 1846 he was lieutenantcolonellieutenant ofcolonel the 32nd

regiment of illinois infantry but5 he seems to be better
known as major bidamon

i

bidamon was an opportunistopporl andist moved into nauvoo with
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salt lake valley major bidamon won out and during the
yuletide season of 1847 emma was marriedmantledmarj toled him the reverend
wm haney a methodist clergyman performing the ceremony the
date of the marriage is a controversial one letters from

y

ezra T benson and wm I1 appleby and a news clipping from

the nauvoonauvcokauvoo rustler all state that emma and bidamon were

married on december 23rd the prophets birthday
emma and bidamon lived at the mansion house for about

twenty two years where llajcrmajcrmajar bidamon acted as proprietor of

the hotel about 1869 they took possession of the old nauvoo

house which was only partly built by the saints henwhen they

left nauvoo major bidamon completed a part of the house

and emma lived there for the remainder of her life
LETTERS FROM EMMASemnasennas VISITORS

from 18181848 to 16 a number of mormonscormons visited in
nauvoo others were commissioned to stay there to try to sell
the property that belonged to the church the following

letters reveal their opinions about emma smith

elder john S fullmer wrote as follows
nauvoo jan 2 1848

president brigham young
dear sir

having little else to do at the present than to
stand still and see thethu salvation of the lord and
having a good opportunity of sending to the camp
I1 thought that among scicsor-e few other items 5 I1 would
just apprise you of that fact

perhaps youyonyoli will enquire whom we acknowledge as
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ae1e arrivedarriarrlarni homeveci in 5 days

from heche time wevie left you the short time we made
between the bluffs andanc iauvco1auvco we had a tiresome time
we found alla well11 at homehoirehoinehore sarah and anna included

our
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our moses well as to that whether we have a moses
here or not we have a plenty of pharaohsPhara I1ohs suppose
you know by this time that there was a certain widow
in the place who was lately given and as the ortho-
doxy would say in holy matrimonymatrimony1 to one of his
satanic majestys high priests to t one lewis
bidamon now they twain being one flesh concocted a
grand scheme by which they could effectually block
our wheels and enrich themselves they hit upon the
idea that the church could hold only ten acres of
land according to a limited construction of one of
our state laws and that consequently the deed from
emma and joseph smith to joseph as a trustee was
illegal they have therefore now jointly conveyed
all the lots that were ever in her name which she
had not previously conveyed to others this you
will see at a glance places the trustees in the
extremesextremest difficulty as to title while it destroys
the confidence of every one and prevents those who
would have purchased from doing so there is to
be sure a statute of 184 legalizinglegalisinglega thelising sales of
joseph smith as trustee in trust and consequently
also legalizes all his titles from which he did
convey but this act I1 should think does not affect
any subsequent conveyances made to the church in
either case it requiresreau adresires judicial decision to restore
confidence during this interview business by way
of sales will be entirely closed but for one I1

hope that it may not be my lot to have to remain here
till such decision is had my heart is in the west
with the brethren and I1 hope that I1 shall in some
way be able to remove my family thither6thither

almon

6

W babbitt wrote as follows
nauvoo january 31 1848

heber C kimball esq

dear brother
As I1 have an opportunity of sending a letter to you

by bro player I1 improve the same alchoughchoughalthoughailallal 1 have
not inuchmuchenuch to communicate e
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sarah was much pleased with the spirit of your letter
and feels considerably revived in her spirits on
my return home I1 founfoundroun considerable excitement in
nauvoo from the fact that lmmallmaligaamma

loretore

onveanveY

corporacorporl tion

bidamon had made a
quit claim deed of all the land in the eitycityeitt conveyed
to the church she made the eed9eedaeed to her lawyers viz
mclellen sibley van count and willbe it operates
as a perfect estopelestoppel to the sale of more city property
until the matter is tested in the courts of lawlav
emma also joined the methodist episcopal church about
twotvo weeksweers ago she was taken in on trial of course
let them try her tlethe house and lot that does not

appear on the books on your bills appear to have been
among the land turned out by you 5 on your old account
as will appear from the ledger I1 send with bro
player one set of times and seasons boundbourdbourboundboun in morroco

my respect to sister kimball and all your family
that I1 have had the pleasure to become acquainted
with and as ever I1 remain

your friend and brother 5

almon W babbittsbabbitt7Babbitt
underlining

7

mine

another letter from almon W babbitt is as follows
nauvoo
january 31st 1848

president brigham young

dear brother
As brother player is about leaving for winter

quartersquartersi I1 thought I1 would send a short letter to
you although I1 have but little to communicate vewe
were five da-ys and one half coming home we found
all well but no little excitementexcitlment about emma bida
monsmonts doings she has naoemaae a deed of the whole Vhite
purchase to some lawyers viz sibley willbe and me

leden the intention is to beakbreak up the title to
the church holding the location that a religious
corporation cannot hold more than ten acres of land
and that the husban and wifesife were incapable of
entering into a contract although he might act as

7journal hi s tottor january 31 1848
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the trustee of others the conveyance operates as a
complete estopelestoppel of our selling lands in the city
the temple has been sold since I1 left and bid in by
emma husband on an execution in favor of wm back-
enstos

emma has joined the methodist church they took her

follonfolloi

on trial it is to be hoped that she will suit them
they the methodistsmetho areiss laying plans to get in
possession of the tempietemple and other properties of the
church through emma william smith has got the mummies
from mother smith and refuses to give them up he
also has got at logger heads with milliken and lucy
because mother smith made a deed to the property that
the trustees deeded to herhe tor milliken hence you
see that the smith family are divided up ioho further
news from mexicoexico congress has a bill up for raising
a largerlarcer number of regulars some in regiments mostly
from the west oregon and california I1 send by
bro player the times and seasons in good order the
wagon is ready the team we have not got yet but hope
to have them by the time you wish them times look
dull here since I1 got homehoinehonehoide the effect of emmas
operation willvailwallwali operate strongly against the trustees
closing out the business and I1 do sincerely doubt
their getting an outfit however I1 shall spare no
pains on my part to go over the mountains in the
spring myley respects to your wife and family As ever
I1 remain your friend and rotherbrother

almon W1q babbitt0Babbittbabbitts
under this date february 11 1848 jonathan C wright

wrote to president brigham young as follows
i

afterwards I1 called to see madam eminaemmaenmaemida she
received me very coolly she says she dontdont pity
them that suffer there they might have known better
than to have foneionegone and manynany of them id know better
for she told them better nd they knew she never told
them a lie in her life she says the first thing that
brigham teaches his followers is to lie well etc 9

monday septembeseptemberseptembre 10 dr john M bernhisel wrote I1

president young from lockpointLock newpoint york giving the general
i

news of the country he passepasscfpassaf through st louis and nauvoo

8journal8journa3 historyhisl-toryj jan 31 1848 aj9j febpeb 11 1848
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the branch of the church at st louis was the largest in the

state representing from three to four thousand saints the
i

following is the doctors description of nauvoo and of persons

and things there i

nauvoo presents a most gloomy and desolate appear-
ance the lots and street with a few exceptions are
overgrowovergrovnovergromover withgrom weeds and grass few of the houses
comparatively speaking are inhabited the remainder are
in a state of desolation and utter ruin though the
walls of the temple are standing yet they are much
crackencracker especially the east one and not a vestige of
the once beautiful fount remains there has been
nothing done to rebuild it except clearing away some
rubbish and it is highly probable there will never
be anything more done the temple is enclosed vithwith a
rude fence and is used as a sheepfold and cowpencow
I1

pen
was informed by a person who witnessed the co-

nflagration of this sacred and magnificent edifice
that when the flames first burst out through the
steeple a most profound silence reigned over this
devoted city then the dogs began to bark and the
cattle to low the lauvoolauvao house remains in about the
same condition in which it was two years ago the
appearance of the adjacent country is in keeping with
that of the city

the character of the population was represented
to as being very bad and growing worse the icarlansicariansIcar
or

lansians
french socialists numbernutter7 tvotwo hundred and forty allaliail

told and it is more thanhan probable that they will ere
longiong be divided into their original elements thirty
four having recently secededsec

though

eed
emmmaemmaenma received m- in the kindest andd en

tertainedpertained me in the inot hospehospjho tabietable manner yet she
did not make a sin7esinrjesinae nonarynonlrynmilry in relation to the i

valeyvaney tiiethetitil-etll-e churchie or anysilv of membersnemi sheLersis has
become quite corpujenlcorrujent ic hsh nots united ithvithlithN the
methodist chirchchurch jcsenjasen has groggrowgrown surprisingly
indeed so auchmuch so that I1 did not recognize him his
little brothers have also grown rapidly emma has i

ermpjpved a teteachercherl vhoarsldjn in the house
and is inspruinstructjjigjlc amrencmrencM josephnenren is studying
english french andalid latin ulia the adopted
daughter of emma has been joined in the silken bands
of wedlocksedlock to a refornedreforrcdrefnefner cumbleroblerornedormed of the name of dixon

cracke

auvoo

hav
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I1 ilaiji3iilaljibi heirdhcirdheind much ol01of her being a
langelargeiange vulgar womanvonanvohla buthebuthoautho impression she gave me
was not that of a lire cisec woranwoise power is the
principle that seereseeroseersee tolrome bete stipedstupedst on her but it is

her mind seemed to belike the lion hcn coiich2ntcoich3nt
1absorbed in the past andzindtind lstistalstL almostst to the present

her manners are not preoossessiveproporessive rather those of
coldness and stolidity neitherleither docs she seem to
desire to form any intimacy or renew it althoughalthou
she 11

h
knew hishsclaudius familyand sheallaliail did not

to kininesskindness but she looked as
and as if a deep vein of bittersorry for her and

my sympathy but
every demonstration

even seem to respond
if she had suffered
ness ran throughthrou herh system I1 eltfeltfeiteit
would have iven herhenhin ocular proof of
she seemed to shun or rmratherratnernoh-ernon-ernerher chill

hahal i he
trltri rilrin butbue

surersurnr i
larelarfiare e vulgfulg arl

in4inak

shunashun7

the mother of the prophet joseph smith was handed to alma
i

P burton instructor in church history at the brigham young
i

university by a great great grand daughter of hannah tappfieldtapsfieldTapp

king
field

from whose diary this is copied the visit was made
i

by mirsmrs king and her daughter and daughters husband mr

and mrs C V spencer may 12 18

in the morning two carriages were ordered to take us
to nauvoo the road was better than I1 had expected
and view in some parts fine we arrived at montrose

i about noon and then ferried over the mississippi to
the other side having had the rear of the temple in
view for some time my feelings were that day alto-
gether inexplicable my impressions very pleased yet
sad ruin and curse seemed upon the spot which the
wicked had desecrated buildings look as thoughthou theh
workmen had only left off to go to dinner yet they
had lain so since the death of the prophet not a
brick seemed to be removedmoredre weV wente to the mansion
househuse anclgncland saw josephsJosen wifewipewifelhIs emma I1 was rather agree-
ably surtrisd olgrjlgr

153

who keeps the mansion mother smiths health Is very
feeble and in all human probability she will not
survive another winter she inquired after you and
others 1

the following account of a visit to emma smith and
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whileuhlie watching for a boat I1 in company with
several gentleman crossed the mississippi river to
nauvoo and took a walk through the principal parts of
the city where once the great prophet of god joseph
smith jr lived in the midst of his beloved brethren
his voice is now hushed in death together with his
brother hyrum smith and their bodies are now resting
under the bee stand near the prophets mansion where
his widow and children and mother now lives the
spirit of these martyrs are preaching the gospel to the
spirits in parisionprision who have died without the privilege
of receiving the gospel of christ since the days of
christ and his apostles that7 they may be judged accord-
ing to men in the flesh iauvooIauNauraunauvoo isvoo fast going down and
it is now principally inhabited by the french and
german people I1 called on the prophets widow and
children and mother all were much pleased to see us
the children were once my pupils when I1 taught school in
the city before I1 was driven away from it together with
the rest of the saints therhe whi-lowwji-low ernaejnaem7 smjthsmith is very
bitter against pres brimibrjmibajbrj youngiamlanian and his followersol
and

lowerslovers
never desires jo r itnerntlfr to the valley all her

children have partakenpartakerpar oftaken the same spirit joseph
her eldest son is a very strong spiritual medium

principrincl al

i- hea- he widow emem-
m7 a

ahlphy
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of it we dined at her house which is the hotel of the
place and after dinner we were shown into the room
of josephjosedhis mother she sat pillowedbillowedpill upowed in bed she
made a great impression upon me for she is no ordinary
woman I1 feel r twouldatwould be vain to attempt to describe
my feelings with regard to her I1 am going to let itrun into poetry for prose would not suffice for me
she is a character that alterfalter scott would have loved
to portray and one he could of done justice to I1 do
feel so in my heart wherein she has a niche for all
time she blessed us with a mothers blessing her
own words and my heart melted for I1 remembered my own
dear mother left in england for the gospels sake and
the deep fountains of my heart were broken up georgia
gave her the ring off her finger that I1 had given her
on her fourteenth birthday

elder enoch B tripp who was traveling up the mis-
sissippi november 2 18 journalized as follows

and
claims that he through writing by placing his hands
with a pencil on paper can converse with his father
I1 informed him that god angels and the servants of
god never have and never siilwill converse with the children
of men in that way but that was the way the powers

feeltwould
01
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I1alehalehaie and refined old
i lady mrs joseph smith widow of thetitetiye founder of

beautbeamut

1

from beneath communicated with men I1 also told them
that such manifestations was a strong delusion which
god would suffer to come in the last days to deceive
mankind and it would deceive the very elect if pos-
sible I1 warned him against this great evil and
advised him to turn around and walk in the narrow path

i which his father through christ had laid out for him
and all men to walk in and I1 testified that we all

i would be led into eternal lives I1 called upon the
j prophets mother and found her living in a lonely

room in the eastern part of the house she was in bed
and very feeble upon approaching her bedside I1
informed her who I1 was she arose in her bed and
placing her arms around my neck kissed me exclaim
ing I1 can now die in peace since I1 have beheld your

I1 face from the valleys of the mountains
i

she made many inquiries after the saints and re-
marked that she took much comfort in riding out withvith
me and my wifewifbif in the days when I1 taught school in
nauvoo but all these days and happy scenes have passed
and the day is near at hand when she must bid adieu
to this earth and meet with her beloved ones beyond
the veil 11 receiving a farewell blessing from this
great mother in israel I1 took departure fromfrom-iberherer the
mansion and nauvoo and returned to montrose 11

the following notes are taken from the book the
mississippi river and its wonderful valleyvaileyvalvai the author

i

i- a mr chambers tells7 of his visit to nauvoo and his conver
i

sation with mrs joseph smith widow of the founder of
i

i

mormonism
i I1 set out for nauvoonauvooo the imposing site had been
i described to me but its beauty far exceeded expectations
i I1 beached my canoe under the bluff about five oclock

at a point from which a path led up the slope to a
red brick hotel there I1 foundroundcound a

privations and persecutions of early mormon days mrs

journalli historyhistjournal nov 2 18
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informed
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mormonism she was mistressiniidi ofstress the tavern after supper
she and I1 sat upon the brow of the bluff with the

i mighty mississippi flowing between us and the iowa
j shore whtiewhile I1 listened to her narrative of the terrible
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smiths conversation is very memorable due to the
romantic surroundings and especially to the excellence
of its english nauvoo cannot be dismissed in a few
words it belongs to the history of religion in
the mississippi valley and its romantic features
equal those of the missionary priests who devoted their
lives to the dissemination of doctrines in which
they devoutly believed

the site of nauvoo probably is the most beaufjfulbeautbeamut
on

fulfui
the father of waters A majestic bluff over-

looking the broad river and a vast stretch of level
country behind it affords ampleampie room for a city of
vast proportions

at the time of his first alleged revelation there
were forty three separate sects of the christion
religion in this country the land resoundedsoundedresounderre with
the hysterical cry what must we do to be saved
he as either a sincere religious fanatic or a
remarkable impostor

repudiating the new leader brigham young the
widow of joseph smith remained behind to end her
days at the scene of her beloved husbandhusbands preaching
and only a few miles from the place of his murder
she remarried when past middle life aidmdald I1 was intro-
duced to her husband joseph smith never suggested
or practiced polygamy said the aged lady with a
directness born of sincere belief he was a devoted
and faithful husband the blemish of polygamy was
engraftedgraftedungrafteden upon mormonism which was a pure gentle
trusting faith by brigham young and orson pratt
after my husbands cruel assassination

you love this place and his memory so deeply
that you would not trek to farawayfar utahaway I1 asked

not altogether that I1 was a devout believer in
the faith as disclosed by joseph smith but I1 would
not follow false prophets 12

during the period commencingcomcon aftermencing the exodus of the

saints from nauvoo until emnasennasemmas health began to fail emma

copied from chambers the mississippi river and
its onderfii1wonderful valley by vesta P crawford in her Notenoteshotesbotes
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took care of her mother in law lucy smith until she died

in may 185 she also cared for others of her familyamily who

were ill including some of her sons and their wives and

children several of her grandchildren were born at her home

emma was gifted in the use of herbs a knowledge she likely
gained while living in pennsylvania emmaaemraaemmma celebrated
salvesaive contained beeswax and mutton tallow and jimson weed

among other ingredients 11

emma was always eager to give her children every

opportunity possible she employed teachers to come to her

home to instruct her children in the languages and the arts
from 1846 until her death emma was an outcast when

she came back from her sisterssist homeerts in northern illinois
she said I1 have no place to go but home and no friend but

god

i twenty years after the martyrdom emma visited her
i

i lbrothersbrothers and sisters who were then living near nauvoo david

alva elizabeth and tryal her brothers were past seventy

years old but their bitterness had not mellowed with the
i iu i

I1 years 1 1- 1 I1

the letters printed in this chapter give an insight

into the feelings of the saints toward emma which of course

in most instances were far from cordial this can be

crawford on c it p 21

mcgavin onop cit p 259
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explained when one takes note of the fact that within an

hour after the methodist minister performed the ceremony

emma marriage ceremony with bidamon the first official
act of this union was to have their attorneys call attention
to an old statute that prevented a church holding more than

ten acres of land 11711 7

this act impeded the tardy salessales11 and made it almost

impossible for the church to realize any financial reward

on its holdings
emma had become very bitter toward the church and

brigham young and manifested not the least interest in its
welfare or the welfare of those who had been her friends
previous to the exodus many who visited her remarked that
she never once asked a single question about the church or

its people in the west

ibid p 219259
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CHAPTER XI

EMMA AND THE reorganized CHURCH

april 1860 april 1879189187

on november 18 1851181185 jason W briggs claimed that
i

he received a revelation to the effect that the son of

joseph was his true successor and about the same time zenos

H gurley sr received a similar revelation 1 As a

consequence joseph smith 111IIIliilil was invited to the conference

to be held in amboy april 6 1860 and on the morning of

april 4 joseph and his mother emma with james gifford an

old friend of the family crossed the mississippi for the
purpose of attending this conference zenas H gurley sr
presented joseph to the brethren assembled after acknowledg-

ing the introduction joseph spoke to those assembled

at the conclusion of this address a motion was
made by isaac sheen that brother joseph smith be re-
ceived as prophet seer revelator and successor to
his father A wave of assent swept the house after
which ea smith bidamon widow of joseph smith the
founder of the church was received into fellowship
on her original baptism young joseph was then
ordained president of the high priesthood under the
hands of zenas H gurley william marks samuel powers
and wliilamwilliamilliam14 W blair elder gurley his face lightened
with pleasure brought to a close the period of wait-
ing by saying brother joseph I1 presentdresentcresent this church
to you in the name of jesus christ 11

i

and the young man answered with his characteristic
sincerity may god grant in his infinite mercy that
I1 may never do anything to forfeit the high trust
confided to me I1 pray thatthet heliellehie may grant to us power
to recall the scattered ones of israel and I1 ask
your prayers lt 1
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the probability is that the ordination prayer was
by zenas H gurley sr isaac sheen who was editor of
the herald in 1860 wrote to george P dykes in dec-
ember 26 1868 and said that he forgot to say who
the spokesman was but that he had no design in the
matter and the omission having never before been called
to his mind he could only say I1 think that zenas
H gurley was the spokesman this I1 know that when
I1 moved before that conference that brother joseph be
ordained president of the high priesthood I1 did it
with an overflowing inspiration of the holy ghost
I1 know that he was called of gcdbcd to that office and
I1 presume that many of the saints who were there had
the same evidence after the conference voted un
aminouslyominouslyaminous thatly he should be ordained I1 led in prayer
for him his brethren and mother and the oppressed
of utah and the holy spirit prompted me therein
powerfully from sheenssheets letter ailaaarlari 8 page pamphlet
date andad place of publication not given but probably
pianoplano

a-

pproximately sixteen years after the martyrdom

joseph the prophets son became the first president of the

reorganized church of jesus christ of latter day saints this
position he held until his death december 10 1914 he was

the first son born to eamaemmaeduna who lived to maturity and was the
i

last to die of her four sons who grewgrowgrev to manhood

he was baptized at the age of eleven years and became

president of the high priesthood of the reorganized church at

the age of twenty seven and one half years he was eleven

and one half years old at the time of his fathers martyrdom

and president of the church for over fifty four years

about five months after joseph illsIIIs death his son

frederick madison smith was ordained the second president of

21bid p 43453
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the reorganized church on may

over forty one years of age at the time he was baptized at
i

the age of nine and one half years he died march 20th 1946y19461
i

at slightly over seventy two years of age he presided over
i

the church for almost thirty one years

approximately two weeks later fredericks brother

israel alexander smith was ordained president on april 7 1946

he was seventy years and two months old at the time

one of emmas sons and one grandson has been president

of the church and at the present writing april 1952192 one
i

grandson is now president one son and four grandsons have

held the office of presiding patriarch and one son has been
i

i

president of the quorum of the twelve

joseph smi th 111IIIililii had three wives one at a time

however he was very much opposed to polygamy the first
wife emmeline griswold bore him four daughters and one son

the son died at the age of seven months his second wife

bertha madison had nine children two of whom became pres-

idents of the church his third wife ada rachel clark had

three children josephssephIsJo first child was named emma josepha

all of his children by his first wife were born in nauvoo

DEATH OF FREDERICK G W SMITH
I1

frederick who was named after the counselor to the

prophet waseas-m married september 13 1851871857 to annleannieaiellelie maria jones

he lived in nauvoo and engaged in farming and the mercantile

5 1915 few

0f

0 L

JO smith
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business he died there april 13 1862 and was buried in the

family plot he had one child alice fredericka born nov-

ember 2j 18 in nauvoo she was unmarried

alexander hale smith was married to elizabeth kendall
june 23 1861 at nauvoo she was sixteen at the time of

her marriage they had nine children several of them were

very talented in writing and one worked in the historianhistorians

office
alexander died in 1909 while on a visit to nauvoo

passing away in the mansion house he is buried in rose hill
cemetery in lamoni he was a farmer near nauvoo and was noted

for his athletic skill hunting and marksmanship

david hyrum smith was married may 10 1870 in de

kalb county illinois to clara hartshorn

david was talented in music drawing and poetry he

composed many hymns he was a counselor to the president of

the church and made several missionary trips to utah he

had one child elbert aoruil who was born march 8 18 at
nauvoo

in missouri until may 1866 she carefully guarded this
revision of the scriptures on the 2ndand of may 1866
she turned it over to william
israel rogers she refused any paytentpaycentpayrent for her

information contained in the sketches above is a
digest from notes by crawford on cdt p 26 and davis
op cit

1

1909

1871

2

EMMADIMAdimlnima TURNS NEW translation OVER TO THE reorganized CHURCH
i

from the time that emma received the manuscript

2
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watchful care over it but said that if she received a
copy of the book when printed she would consider
herself amply repaid she also told them that if
she had wished to sell the book she could have done
so years ago and for a substantial price the man-
uscript and the old bible from which the revision was
made were checked carefully in the twelve months that
followed in odderorder to assure a perfect copy for
Publicationpublicationspublications

EMMA LAST YEARS AITDAND DEATH

in the last years of her life emma was frequently
visited by relatives and friends from utah to many
of these she seemed restless and unhappy but she
always manifested great interest in the friends of
her first husband

sister emma died in nauvoo april 30 1879 and
f at the time of her demise the deseret news said editor-
s iallybally to the old members of the church the deceased

was well known as a lady of more than ordinary
intelligence and force of character her opposition
to the doctrine of plural marriage which however
she at first embraced led her to depart from the
faith of the gospel as revealed through her martyredmarty
husband

red
she chose to remain at nauvoo when the

saints left for the west and in consequence lost
the honor and glory that might have crowned her brow
as the elect lady she was the mother of four seven
children all the sons ofoi the prophet joseph viz
joseph now leader of the sect which commonly bears
his name frederick deceased alexander and david
it was mainly through her influence that they were
led into the by path wherein they have gone astray
she has now gone beyond the veil to await the great
day of accounts there is no feeling of bitterness
in the hearts of the saints toward sister emma smith
but only of pity and sorrow forror the course she
pursued may her remains rest in peace

alexander hale smiths wife said that eirnnas lsivislvis

I1 3davls3davisadavis op cit p 92
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days in nauvoo were very lonely and she waited for death to

unite her with joseph 0

in the spring of 1879 alexander was called to join
his brother joseph and adopted sister julia at the bedside of

his mother her two sons and julia sat by her bedside for
many days until she died 7

alexander emmas son in a speech said the following

pretty soon the still small voice of the spirit said if
your mother dies she will be with her companion joseph if
she ives she cannot live but a few short years at most of

0
pain and anguish

alexander wrote to his wife from emmas bedside on

the following day

riverside mansion

dearest lizzie
once more I1 write to you from this place mother is

still alive but oh how she suffers joseph is here
still

mother needs someone constantly by her she must be
lifted up about every fifteen or twenty minutes night
before last I1 sat up all night and lifted her joseph
sat up last niglitnightnaglit until four oclockolclocl this morning and
then called me mr bidamonbidaraonBid isammonaraonacmon very kind and gentle i

to her but is nearly worn out

april 27th tuesday mother is gradually failing

crawford op ci t p 27

7jbld p 27

81bid p32

for
6

lives

7ibid

cita



apriladril 30301 18791870 the battle of life is over
mother died this morning at four oclock and twenty
minutes I1 shall start honehome on monday noonnoongnoona

her body vaswas laid in the parlor of the mansion
in the morning after her demise and in the evening of
the same day was diacedplaceddiacek in the burial case where it
was constantly watchedviat byched mrs middletonI andaund a few
intimate friends until the afternoon of may 2 at
noon on this day relatives and friends beanbeganbe toan arrive
and at 2 pm the hour set for the services the rooms
were filled and many stood outside the service was in
chargecharae of the reorganizedreot churchanizelanized under direction of john
H lake of keokukKeokreoh iowaiovalowaioiaulc and joseph A crawford of
burnside near nauvoo preached the sermon of the
six bearers five were her nenhewsnephews sonsons of sisters
of joseph smith four being brothers solomon J
alvin don C and frederick salisbury the otherotheir
don C millikin the other beaterbearerboarerboater was an elder
babcock flanymany1 kissed the dead emmaemina she was laid
to rest by the father of waters she was a reorganitereorganize
at her death10death

DEATH

10

OF lesisLEWISledis C BIDAMON

elder andrew jenson has handed us for publication
the following clipping from the nauvoo rustler of
february itchlfch17thlach 180l8l181151lal

nauvoosnauvoo1 s most videlywidely knonkno and distinguished
citizen major L C biamondiamonbidamon has gone to that
undiscovered world fronfrom whose bourne no traveler
returns

l-ersl-ens

ij-akeij-ane
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she cannot recognize anyone now her mind wanders
constantly poor mother oh lizzie it is hard to see
her suffer so we do all we can for her and still she
surferssuffers fearfully

we are simply waitingwaltingmaltinamaltino the end and it seemsseens to be
here only god knows how near I1 think sometimes I1
have passed through the worst yet I1 know how hard
it will be to give mother up

though expected the announcement of his
death cast a gloom overoer the 1face of our beautiful
city he died of old aeago at ilishisnisliislils residence in the
first sardward last wednesday morningmornmonndonn februaryng 11 l8l181lal

tbid p 3

1ocrawfordlcrawforddcrawfordlC QDonrawford citcu p 33
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at 8 oclocko1clock after an illness of nearly three years

deceased was a native of virginia he was born
at smithfield that state jan 16 1806 he came
to this city in 1846184 and6 took part in the mormon
difficulties he became widely known on account of
his marriage to emmaenmaendiaendla smith the widow of joseph
smith they conducted the mansion house on the banks
of the mississippi for a number of years and itacquired quite a fame his wife emma whom he
married december 23231 16716 died7 in 1879 A few years
later he was married to mrs abercrombie whom he
leaves with two children mrs gibson of chicago
and chas I1 bidamon of this city to mourn his deathdeaths
he also leaves a sister and brother mrs N white
of chicago mdaidald john C bidamon of california 1

journalII historyJournal op02 cit feb 1 1891
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CHAPTER XII

SUMIARYSUMMARY AND conclusions

emma hale smith was a woman of superior ability and

forcefulness of character
she was reared in a wild backwoodsback countrywoods favorable

in its geography to hunting and fishing but unfavorable to

scholastic attainment yet she is described as exceptionally
intelligentlintelligent1intelligentlyintelligentintelli and1gentl refined and cultured 2 her letters to her

husband and to governor carlin are very wellviellveliveil written and a

granddaughter remarked that she was very careful about her
grammar

the lord called emma smith to be an elect ladyalady11

and said that her time should be given to writing 5 to learn-
ing to expounding the scriptures and to exhorting the church

he also gave her a special call to make a selection of sacred

hymns for the church
emma smith married the prophet joseph against the

advise and wishes of her father and her fathers family she

was a free agent at the time but because of her stand she

forfeited the close association and endearment that family

ties afford for the remainder of her life
emma hale smith lived with the mormon prophet as his

wife for approximately seventeen and one half years she

was a widow for three and one half years and then became the

seq chapter II11

3see3secisee chapter IV

see chapter V

gove nor

lady3



emmaenma life until some time during the nauvoo period

was one of devotion and faithfulness to her husband and

church she bore bravely the heartaches and sorrows brought

about by the deaths of so many loved ones only four of her

nine children grew to adulthood and only three survived their
mother these children were born in four states as persecu-

tion drove the smith family from one place to another
emma wasvas left on her own resources on numerous occa

see chapter IV see chapter Vasee4see 5seeasee
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wife of lewis C bidamon with whom she lived until her death

f

afhernoonafternoonternoon work was done she was a good

worker and very ambitious she made clothing out of raw

materials not only for her ownoum family but for those who work-

ed on the temple and for others who needed them her home

was a center where many came to see her husband and talk to

him and quite often to stay and partake of the smith ho-
spitality she vaswasurasbras a gracious hostess and an interesting
conversationalist andi entertained at the mansion house such

guests as josiah quincy mayor of boston and stephan A

douglas stories of her quick wit and repartee are still be-

ing told by her descendents as prized stories of the past

4

5

emmas

thirty one years later
emma was described as a housekeeper of immaculate

cleanliness she is also described as being neat in her

appearance 5 and as one who would recombre andcomb redressre herdress

hair when her

pitality



thqth9tha affairs of the church his missions to the eastern states
to washington D C his march with zions camp his imprison-

ments and his exile to avoid arrest kept him away from his
home for months at a time throughout all these hardships
emmaenma was a devoted wife and mother and proved helpful to her

husband in his multitudinous duties in organizing and directing

the newly founded church

the first hint of a break in the feelings of emma

toward her husband and church came from the pen of joseph as

he wrote to his wife the following statement in a letter from

independence missouri for gods sake do not forsake me

nor the truth n this letter from joseph showing his deep

concern of what emmas attitude might be was written only

I1

169

sions as a result of the calls made upon her husband to direct

two days after the sad farewell at far westviestdiest emmas later
actions showedshoved that the prophet had need for concern

it is not the purpose of this thesis to discuss the

merits or demerits of the principle of polygamy but only to

show its effect upon the life of the prophet joseph smiths
wife from the facts presented in chapter VIII I1 feel
certain that it was this principle of polygamy that changed

emma smiths attitude toward her husband and church and led

her to oppose those leaders who maintained the teachings of

plural marriage and led the church after joseph smiths

6seeasee chapter VI
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martyrdom

emmas pride suffered when her husband upheld the
commandment concerning plural wives rather than her wishes

heber C kimball said she struck against the truth and

joseph her husband said sister emma would dethrone jehovah

to accomplish her purpose if she could 7

the lord warned emma that she should continue in
meekness and beware of pride and to abide and cleave unto

my servant joseph and to none else and if she will not
0

abide this commandment she shall be destroyed
emma was the elect lady until she struck against the

lords will as revealed in section 132 of the doctrine and

covenants she is still such in the eyes of the members of

the reorganized church to which she and her sons have given

vitality
it was unfortunate for the church that she made the

decision to remain in nauvoo when the church moved westward

her influence if humble and sincere would have been an

inspiration to remain true to the faith and teachings of

her As it happenedhappe thenedynedl malcontents had an

excellent talking point concerning the succession to the

presidency falling in the patriarchal line
judging from emmas actions it is evident that she

began to doubdoubt at least one of her husbands revelations and

ee chapter VIII ee chapter VIII

11 11

8

prophet husband
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was not wholly in accord with some of the teachings of the
church during the latter part of the nauvoo period her
second marriage was performed by a methodist minister and it
was reported that she had joined the methodist faith shortly
after the martyrdom however this was later denied her
subsequent action as a member of the reorganized church proves

that some of the teachingst6achings of her husband and church were still
important in her life

the prophets remarks that he had foes in his own

household and that a comspiracyconspiracycoms againstpiracy the peace of his
household was manifest and gave him some trouble gives one

an insight concerning the problem of emmas influence upon

him and the church

the facts in this thesis show that when emma took

a course counter to the revealed will of the lord that
joseph would not follow her it is the writers opinion

however that josephjosephy understanding what emmas attitude would

be delayed telling her about the revelation concerning the

plural wives doctrine as long as possible

ly her opposition to brighamBrig younghamoharohamm and the council of the

twelve was just another way of expressing her feelings against

those who continued to maintain the truth toward the doctrine

of plural marriage against her wishes she said she would

come west with the saints on condition that she could be the
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leading spirit9spiritspirita

for

9

a short period of time emma recognized the
prophetic power of james J strang 0 at this time strang

protested against the teachings of plural marriage and many who

were unfavorable to the principle of plural marriage joined his
ranks his later actions prove however that he favored the

principle for himself at least and that the stand he took

against it was for the purpose of strengthening his position
emmas last years were sad and lonely ones and it is

said that she never once asked about any of her friends in the
west although there were many opportunities to do so

it is difficult to say just how the story would have

ended if the prophets life had been spared to establish the
new empire in the west emma desired and needed josephs love

and the love of her children her own brothers and sisters
did not give her the affection that she needed after josephs
martyrdom she lived for her children and gave them the ben-
efits of a good education emma was good to the poor and her

knowledge of the use ofheFs for medicine was greatly sought

after
if emma had not been the bifwifewif of the prophet the

result of her actions would not have been so keenly felteltfeiteit among

the church members as it was many followed her and her sons

9seeasee chapter IX see chapter IX

ee chapter X
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in a different ideology and they brought about a schism in
the church that joseph smith founded



APPENDIX I1

JOSEPH SMITH AND EMMA HALESHALFShales CHILDREN

the prophet and emma hale smith had nine children of

their own the first three of whom died at birth one other

child died at the age of fourteen months one child was born

dead the other four grew to adulthood and married and one

of these died before his mother emma

joseph and emma adopted the twin children of john and

julia clappCla murdockDp whose mother died at their birth one

of these also died as a child
emma had eight boys and one girl three boys survived

her her children were born in four different states penn-

sylvania ohio missouri 5 and illinois
1 m alva smith b 1 june 1828 harmony susqsusa pa

d 1 june 1828

2 m thaddeus smith twin b 30 aarapr 1831 kirtland
lake ohio d 30 apraar 1831

3 f louisa smith twin

4 m joseph smith b 6 nov 1832 kirtland lake
ohio d 10 dec 1914

m frederick granger wmIir-m smith b 20 june 1836

kirtland lake ohio d 13 aarapr 1862

6 m alexander hale smith b 2 june 1838 far west

caldwell missourid12 aug 1909

7 m don carlos smith b 13 june 18101840 nauvoonauvool

hancock illinois d I1 aug 1841

15

15

5

15

cia
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8 m not named did not survive birth
9 m david hyrum smith b 17 nov 1844 nauvoo

hancock illinois d 29 august 19011904

of the nine children born to joseph and emma four

sons were born in june twins were born in april two sons

were born in november and one son was born in december onecne

son died in june three children died in april two sons died

in december and the three youngest sons died in august two

adopted children were born the same day as joseph and emmaemnaenna

twins 30th of aarapr 1831

joseph smithsmit seniorssenior family consisting of the father
mother and eleven children had their sealing work accomplish-

ed for them in the temple august 2 1897

joseph smith and emma hale smith received their
endowments in the room above josephs store in nauvoo and in

all likelihood were sealed to each other their children are

likely not sealed to them the notation on the back of the

family group recordrecord11 on file in the archives of the

genealogical society of utah states by official instruction
no further temple work to be done for this family until the

lords will is made known concerning them

175
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APPENDIXAPPETMIX II11

chronology OF EMMA HALE 180418791804

july1804

1879

10 emma born at harmony oakland susquehanna
co pa

december 23 joseph smith emmaenma husband born

october joseph goes to work for josiah stowellstovell in
harmony pa emmas home & boards with her folks
january 18 emmaemna and joseph married in south bainbridge
NY

september 22 joseph receives the plates eminaeduna withvithvilvii
him

th

december joseph moves to harmony and later buys a
small farm near the hale home

june 1 alva 1st child born at harmony pa dies
the same day

istast

april oliver cowdery comes to see joseph also his
brother samuel comes and stays with him that spring

june joseph moves to fayette and takes up his res-
idence at the whitmersihitmerswhittersWhit davidmersmensrens whitmerWhi wastinertider a friend
of oliver cowdery

april 6 tuesday the church organized at the whitmerswhittersWhit
in

mers
fayette

june 28 or 29 oliver cowdery john and david whitmer
and joseph go to lesvillecolesvilleCo emma is baptized also
levi hale
june josephs first arrest staying with his sister
near colesvillelesvilleCo

june joseph goes back to live in harmony

july elect lady revelation
august emma confirmed a member of the church
sacrament symbols changed

augustjosephAugust goesJoseph back to fayette

october emmaenmaermna and joseph live at waterloo

18041-879

1805 emmas

1825

1827

1827

1827
farm

1828 15

1829

1829
1

1830

1830

1830

1830

1830

1830

1830

1830
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january joseph and emma go to kirtland with sidney
rigdon and edward partridge
april 30 twins thaddeus and louisa born and died
same day at kirtland lake co ohio lived 3 hrs
may 9 adopted murdock twins joseph and julia born
in orange ohiochio

june1831 19 sidney and joseph leave for missouri and
arrive home in kirtland august 27

september the prophet and emma move to hiram 30
miles southeast of kirtland to live with the
johnsons rigdon also moved to hiram

march 2 hiram mobbing of joseph and sidney emma
pregnant

march 29 or 30 joseph murdock dies adopted son

april 1 joseph leaves for missouri and returns to
kirtland he must have removed back to kirtland soon
after the hiram mobbing

november 6 emmas son joseph born at kirtland
lake co ohio th child ist to live becomes
ist president of reorganized church

november 8 joseph and brigham young and their cousin
heber C kimball come from mendon monroe county new
york to kirtland to see the prophet this event is
rather significant from a number of points of view
emma was ill her baby joseph wasvas two days old when
emma first beheld brigham later the infant and
brigham were to head rival churches and quarrel
greatlygreat
junejunie1833

17

115 work on the kirtland temple begins emmas
boarders

july mobbinsbobbinsMob inbins jackson county mo

april 2 wilford woodruffodruffnodruff meets the prophet and stays
at his home

may 1 departure of zions camp for missouri

july 9 the prophet departs for kirtland the mission
of the campcarp was a allurefailure so far as restoration of

1831

1831

1831

1831

1832 25

1832

1832

1832
4th

1832

1833

ito1834 25 t

1834

1834
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church lands vaswas concerned prophet returns august
4 1834

183435183431834 winter3 school of the elders in kirtland grammar
and hebrew taught

183518311631 february 14 joseph and brigham young sing for the
prophet

1835183 5 july 4 four mummies purchased by joseph
1835183 enmaemma collection of hymns published at kirtland ohio

by F G williams and company

1836 january and february professor seixas teaches hebrew

1836 march 27 kirtland temple completed

1836 june 20 emmaemnaenna son frederick granger william smith
born th child born at kirtland5 ohio

1836 july saints by request peacefully leave clay
county they go into northern ray county and form
caldwell county

1837 spring financial panic in kirtland the bank fails
A time of crisis and great apostacyapostasyapo instacy the church

1837 december 10 sidney and joseph return to kirtland
1837 december great hatred against the prophet in

kirtland
1838 january 12 sidney and joseph depart for far west on

horsebaclhorseback to get away from their enemies orson hyde
parley P pratt frederick G williams lyman johnson
and parrish among the disaffected sidney and joseph
tarry at norton 60 miles west of kirtland where
they are joined by their families at dublin indiana
the prophet was out of money and sawed wood to earn
some brigham young persuaded a farmer there to sell
his farm and give the 300 to joseph emma pregnant

1838 march 14 prophet welcomed at far west

1838 before april oliver cowdery and david whitmer accuse
joseph of adultery

1838 june 2 alexander hale smith born at far west
6th child

emmas

emmas
5th kirtland 5

35

ath
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summer election begins troubles in davis county
where lyman wight lived and where adam ondlondi ahman
was

C

located trouble with adam blackfblacky peniston etc

october 2 tuesday massacre at hauns mill far
west besieged

october 31 joseph and others of the brethren go to
the mob as hostages they are imprisoned and threat-
ened several times with death

november 4 josephs letter to emma from independence
missouri

november 29 joseph and his associates taken from
richmond ray county to liberty jail in clay county

january 11 emmas father dies
february 1 emma carries inspired version manuscript
from missouri11issouri crosses mississippi to quincy illinois
with small baby and two children
april 6 joseph and fellow prisoners taken into
davies county on a charge of venue

april last of saints leave far vestwestiest
april1839 22 joseph and his associates arrive at quincy
ill111111.lilliiiii having escaped from the mob joseph was in
prison from november to april
may 10 the prophet moves into a small log cabin in
commerce this marks the beginning of the nauvoo
period

october 27 voted in conference that emma select
songs andaid publish hymn book second time

october 29 the prophet and other delegates leave
nauvoo from washington to plead with van buren for
redress for the saints and restoration or pay for
their property in missouri

march 4 prophet returns to nauvoo having spent
the winter in the east leaving emma in the new town
she wasvas ill much of the winter and suffered greatly
june 13 emmas son don carlos born at nauvoo
hancock county illinois th child
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september almon babbitt accuses joseph of ex-
travagance while at washington

joseph smith sr died

aprilaprils cornerstone of the nauvoo temple laid
august 7 don carlos brother of the prophet dies
aged 26 that same month his namesake emmas son
don carlos dies a little more than a year old

august bennett arrives in nauvoo

august 1 don carlos died 1414 months old

february 16 emmas mother dies
march 17 the relief society organized many of the
anti books and some old mormon stories tell that the
society was organized by emma so that the ladies could
help her spy on her husband but eliza R snow one
of the officers became such a good spy that joseph
found it necessary to marry her joseph explains term
elect lady emma chosen ist president of relief

society
may 6 governorexgovernorex lilburn W boggs of missouri shot
while sitting alone in his office joseph was later
arrested as essoryacessoryaccessoryac to the fact although he was in
nauvoo at the time orin porter rockwell was accused
and imprisoned for the deed

may 7 stephen A douglas comes to nauvoo as a guest
of the prophet to see the legion manueverman thatuever day
marks the beginning of the trouble with bennett

july 30 lorenzo wassonscassons letter to joseph and emma
about bennett
august 8 joseph arrested for the boggs affair
august 8 emma writes governor carlin of illinois
regarding the extradition of joseph he has escaped
from arrest and is in retirement
august 16 17 and29 emmaemnaennaemnas letters to governor
carlin
december 26 emmaennaenmaemna has son that dies at birth
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january 5 prophet dismissed from custody

january 11 joseph and emma go sleigh

brigham young taught celestial marriage
by joseph smith

december af2f christmas party at the prophets home
0 P rockwell comes from his longiong imprisonment
disguised as a missourian a pukepuke-d and creates a
great deal of merriment

january joseph nominated for president of U S

january 4 joseph and emmas repartee on josephs
eating

before martyrdom emmaermnaernna smiths blessing written by
herself
june 7 expositor appears

june 22 joseph plans to escape to the west wasson
emma and others urge him to return
june 24 prophet leaves early in the morning for
carthage but returns to deliver over the legion arms
to the state he again departs for carthage and
arrives there about midnight

juneji 27nietienye the martyrdom
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1844

the

riding
emma1813 receives her endowments

january 18 there is a party at the smith home to
celebrate josephs return it is also his sixteenth
wedding anniversary prophet journalizes about the
party
may 18 joseph dined with stephan A douglas

june 22 joseph arrested at the wassonscassonsWas releasedsons
july 1

july 9 brigham youngs answer to a professor as to
whether the prophet had more than one wife

july 12 polygamy revelation
july 13 in conversation with emmaemnaelmma most of the day

october 32

1844.1844
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june 28 emma views the body of her dead husband

july 17 emma goes to carthage for letter of admi-
nistration of joseph smithsmiths estate
august 3 sidney rigdon arrives from ohio at nauvoo
he had moved to ohio after the nancy scandal in
opposition to the wishes of the prophet

august 8 brigham young sustained as leader
august 19 elder willard richards called on emma for
newrevdevlievllev translation of the bible was told that she did not
feel disposed to give it up at present

october 4 brigham young and others visit emna smith
express their feelings and intentions toward her

october 18 emmas letter to brother heywood about
renting store
november 18 emmas son david hyrum smith born at
nauvoo thith and last child
august 2 brigham young and heber C kimball bought
blocks 96 and 97 from emma gave one to mother smith

october 8 general conference in nauvoo mother smith
speaks

november 20 emmas letter to editor of the new york
sun

december 27 doctor john M bernhisel went to the
temple and borrowed new york sun of december 9 1845lq
to

5
read emmas letter to theeditorthe

december

Editor

30 emma says that new york sun letter is a
forgery

february saints begin migration from nauvoo

september the siege of nauvoo under brockman

summer james mulholland and lewis C bidamon court
emma

december 23 emma marries major lewis crum bidamon
23 dec letter from ezra T benson and wm I1 appleby

that emma married
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23 dec clipping from nauvoo rustler that emma and
bidamon were married on december 23

january 27 john fullmers letter to brigham young
about emma and bidamon and property

january 31 almon babbitts letters to B Y and H C

K about emma making quit claim deed to property be-
longing to churchy and emma joining the methodist
episcopal church

february 11 jonathan C wrights letter to B Y

about emma

september 10 dr bernhisels letters to B Y about
emma has not joined methodists

november 2 enoch B tripp journalizes about emma

may lucy mack smith emmaenma mother in law dies
may 12 hannah tapsfieldtappfieldTapp kingfield and mr and mrs C V
spencer visit emma

july 12 sunday sermon about emma striking out against
joseph and brigham

april 6 joseph 3rd3dard becomes president of reorganized
church emma accepted in on original baptism

april 13 frederick G wm smith dies th child
r

may 2 inspired revision manuscript turned over by I1

emma to william marks W W blair and israel rogers

prespros geo A smithssmithes letter to joseph 3rdard about his
fathers wives

april 30 emma smith dies
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APPENDIX 111IIIili
chronology OF THE TIME

presidents of the united states 18001870

john adams of massachusetts 1797180179718011797797297
thomas

1801
jefferson of virginia 180118091801

james
1809

madison of virginia 18091-81718091-8171809
james monroe of virginia 18121-8218171-8218171812
john

1821825
Q adams of massachusetts 1821829182518291821825

andrew
1829

jackson of tennessee 182918371829
martin

1837
van bur en of new york 183718411837

william
1841

henry harrison of ohio
term finished by john tyler of virginia 18411-84

john polk of tennessee 1845184918418491841845
zachary

1849
taylor of louisiana

term finished by millard fillmore of N Y 1849185318491831849 1853183
franklin pierce of new hampshire 18318-7185318571853
james

1857
buchanan of pennsylvania 18718-61185718611857

abraham
1861

lincoln of illinois 18611-869186118691861
term

1869
finished by andrew johnson of tennessee

kineskingskings of england

george 111IIIlillii and the regency
george IV
williamvilliam IV
victoria

176018201760
182018301820

1820

183018371830
1830

183719011837
1837

rulers

1901

of france
napoleon first consul
napoleon emperor
louis XVIII king
napoleon emperor 100 days march 20 to

june 22
louis XVIII king
charles X king
louis phillipeillipeFh king

republic proclaimed february 2 1848
louis napoleon presidentPrepne
louis

silent
napoleon emperoremderor

180018041800
18041-814180181-41801804

1804

18141-81181418151814 1815

18171825

buren

18411845

17601-820

18001-804

18151815

25

1800 1870

1817

1841 1845

1814

1815 1815

2971-801

184



APPENDIX IV

LETTER FROM JOHN R YOUNG

copied verbatim from the original letter

mesa arizona
mrs vesta pierce crawford

dear madame

your letter of inquiry of nov 9 Is still before
me unanswered your freinds have spoken to highly of
me given me credit for knowledge I1 do not posess I
knew joseph and hyrum smith with a childs knowledge
but can not recall emma hence am not qualified to
speak of her I1 have always regretted that emma and
her children did not join with the main body of the
saints in their exodus from nauvoo to the desert valley
of salt lake had they dionedone so how different would
have been the history of theche lives of the prophet
josephs children

soon afterafier the return of joseph F smiths hyramshyrums
son from his first mission to england I1 heard him
tell this story As cousin samuel H B smith and I1
were going to england we visited nauvoo and stayed
a few days with emma in the evening cousin joseph
said we are going to let you and samuel sleep in
our dream chamber and in the morning we want you to
tell your dreams for what ever one dreams the firstnight they sleep in that room will be true pointers
to their future lives

in the morning at breakfast I1 told this I
dreamed that I1 stood on the edge of a large pond of
water I1 knew by the air bubbles that there was fish
in the pond so I1 got fishing tackle baited my hook
and threw it into the water soon it was surrounded
with little fish as if trying to investigate then
a large fish rushed from its hideinghideirghidelhideihidding placerg drove the
little fish away then turned to grab the bait I1
moved it and he followed up untill I1 left and found
another pond I1 soon caught 5 or 6 small eatable fish
tocktook them and went home when I1 went into the kitchen
where mother was she clapped her hands and said 0
joseph aint theyhey4 beautiesL I1 0so gladcladgiad you caughtcau themht
not a soulsoui spokespoki-espokl-e while I1 wasvas telling the dream after
a few minutes silence joseph said well joseph F
you stay with your mother and I1 will stay with mine

the

0
i as

im
i as

dhe



I1 leave you to say who has comaecoraecome out best
here is another story that to me is more impressive and
reliable than the one I1 have just told if you willwiil turn
to page 324321 of essentials of church history written
by joseph F smith you will find this

d-osephu-oseph

186

and we will see how it will come out today I1 am told
that hyrum smith has over 600 descendents who are faith-
ful members in the utah LDS churchy while so far as
I1 know there is notrot one man in that church who has a
drop of the blood of the prophet joseph smith flowing
in his veins

I prophesied
that the saints would continue to suffer much persecu-
tion but somesornesoine of them will live to go to the rocky
mountains andanftandtan buildft settlements and become a mighty
people in the midst of the mountains emma knew of this
prophesy now turn to page 324371374 read the whole page
you will see emma sent reynolds cahoon lorenzo D

wasson her cousin and hiram kimballkimbailKim withballtallbail a letter
written by emmaenma urgeing joseph to come back when
joseph read the letter he said if my life is of no
value to my Freinfreinds it is of no value to me hyrum
what shall we do let us go back and surrendersurren tocleroleroier
the governorifgovernoritgovernor itif you go back I1 will go with you but
we shall be butchered

1

and so they were and that
letter did more than any other one thing to lead
joseph and hyrum smith back to carthage to their
martyrdom I1 heard brigham young say that had he
and the twelve been in nauvoomauvoo thattha joseph and hyrum
would not have been martyredmarty theyred would have went to
the rocky mountains beyond the mobocratic power of
missouri and illinois

in l841840164018405-0 my father and mother went back to
missouri on a mission I1 lived a year in uncle brighamsBrig
family

hams
in the care of aunt clara D and aunt emily

free every day I1 met with and listened to the con-
versations of eliza R snow zina D huntintonhuntingtonhuntinhunting emilineton
partridge precella buelfuelbuei kimball wives of the prophet
joseph smith and lucy andmiduld clara D lucy bigelow
emeline free the wives of brigham young bathsheba W

B smith and emeline B ellstellseilselisleilsleiis my blessed kind hearted
teacher in nauvoo and during that year I1 never heard
one of those noble women say one unkind word against
emma smith to me they were her truest best freindsyou ask why did not emma come to utah I1 believe it
was because she hated plural marriage at ghethetneane time
joseph and alexander the prophets sons visited SL
cityiwascity livingivingiwas at st george at a sacrament meeting
I1 heard solon foster who in nauvoo lived with joseph
was his coach man he went from st geogregeorregeorfgeoff to SL city
to meet the prophets sons upon his return prestsnowPrest Snow

church
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asked him to tell the saints of the meeting he said
after greeting the boys I1 said joseph when you meet
your father dont you think he will give you a good
spanking why should he spank me because you are
doing all in your power to break domdown that which he
gave his life to establish I1 suppose you refer to
plural marriages yes I dont know that my father
gave his life to establish plural marriage joseph
the night your mother turned eliza R snow into the
street in her night clothes you and all the family
stood crying I1 led you back into the house and took
you into bed withvith meroemoenoe you said 1n wish mother wouldnt
be so cruel to aunt eliza you called her aunt
because you knew she was your fathers wife he did
not deny it- i believe that was what drove emma from
the main body of the church

I1 alone am responsible for what I1 write I1 regret
that I1 can not help you more when your book is
published I1 want one of them

respectfully
john R young

1
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