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which was, without doubt, the cause of the vision of Hiram Smith,
patriarch in the Mormon Church, and brother of the prophet; in
which God had revealed to him, that the Mormons must support Mr.
Hoge, the democratic candidate. This vision, after the prophet him-
self had attested 1t to be a genuine one, decided the contest in favor
of Mr. Hoge, who, having received 3000 votes in Nauvoo, was elected
to Congress by 800 majority. Awful was the consternation of the
whigs at this unexpected defeat: they again gave vent to their anger
and boiling rage through the newspapers, whnich now, as formerly,
teemed with accounts of the enormities and atrocities commitied at
Nauvoo; charging the democrats, who could consent to receive the
votes of such miscreants, with horrible wickedness, well worthy of the
fire of eternal damnation.

No further demand having been made by the Missourians for deli-
vering up the prophet, the latter, together with his saints, continued
in their usual .course of arrogance and insolence. They published
ordinances proclaiming, that no person in Nanvoo should be arrested
on a foreign writ, without the approval of the Mayor, endorsed on the
same ; and that any person attempting to serve any foreign writ with-
out any such approval, would be imprisoncd for life. They also con-
ceived the absurd 1dea of petitioning Congress to establish a separate
territorial government for them in Nauvoo, thus rendering it morally
certain, that they contemplated to erect an ¢ imperium in imperio.”
Nay, to fill the measure of their arrogance, .Joe Smith, in the spring
of 1844, was announced by them as a candidate for the Presidency
of the United States, and 3000 missionarics were despatched in every
direction, to electioneer for their prophet, and to reveal the ¢ fullness
of the gospel’” to the astonished multitude. The ridicule, with which
these devoted missionaries were overwhelmed by all sensible men, was
but the just reward of this crowning picce of Mormon folly.

About this time, the prophet instituted a new and select order of
the priesthood, who were to be his nobility, and the defenders of hig
throne. He also instituted an order called the Danite Band, ‘who
were to be his chosen body-guard. He then caused himself to be
anointed priest and king, claiming to descend, in direct line, from
Joseph, the son of Jacob, and prescribing the form of the oath of

allegiance to himself which every one of his followers was to take.
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He also instituted a female order, called “ Spiritual Wives;” revealing
this doctrine, that no woman could be “sealed up to eternal life,”’
except by selecting a Mormon elder, with whom she was to share at
least once her bed ; and that any man was allowed to have one wife,
and yet, at the same time, in a mystical, spiritual way, might enjoy
the possession of many others; the truth of which doctrines he de-
monstrated, by referring to the examples of Abraham, Jacob, David,
and Solomon, the favorites of God; and was one of the first to illus-
trate their practical working, by seducing a number of women, and
endeavoring to make the wife of Williamm Law, one of his most
talented disciples, his spiritual mistress. Such corrupt despotism
could not be endured. William Law, an eloquent preacher, and five
other leaders of the Mormons, resolved to set at naught the authority
of the proplet, by establishing a newspaper in Nauvoo, intended to
cnlighten their brethren on their real condition, for which daring
offence they were immediately tried by the Common Council, and
having been abundantly convicted of innumerable crimes and imisde-
meanors, were eJected from the Mormon Church; their press, by
order of the prophet, was scattered to the four winds. The expelled
Mormons retired to Carthage, the county seat of llancock county,
and tock out warrants against the Mayor and members of the Com-
mon Council, and others, who had been engaged in the outrage ; these
were, however, immediately taken before the Municipal Court, on a
writ of habeas corpus, and discharged; upon which the scceding
Mormons despatched a committee to the Governor, requesting him to
call out the militia to assist them ip arresting the offenders and bring-
ing them to punishment. That high-handed proceeding, on the part
of the prophet and his saints, by which the liberty of the press, one
of the most sacred rights of a republican people, had been so rudely
assalled, produced an immense excitement among a people already so
much embittered against the Mormons, on account of their pructice
of voting in a body, so that none could aspire to the honors and offices
of the county without the consent and approbation of the Morwons,
who constituted the balance of power; as also on account of their
apparent determination to establish a separate government, independent
of the State; and, lastly, on account of their numerous robberies and
petty larcenies. The militia of the county having been called out by
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emergency, lost no time in getting to Warsaw, where he found the
people in the higaest state of excitement, owing to some ridiculous
and exaggerated reports, that he and his party had been furiously
assailed by the Mormon Legion, and unless assistance was reudered in
two days, would be cut up witbout mercy; which rumors had been
circulated by the anti-Mormon party, to influence the public to take
vengeance upon the Mormons. Such was the agitation of the public
mind, that knowing himself to be distrusted by the anti-Mormon
ultraists, both of the democratic and whig party, and finding his influ-
ence and command to be ¢ ~u end, the Governor made application to
the United States for 5C¢ men of the regular army, which being re-
fused, he made the best arrangements, that circumstances permitted,
for the pacification and defence of the eountry. He also studiously
mquired into the detalls of the assassination of the Smiths, and was
informed, that the order to disband had reached the Warsaw force
whilst on their march to (zolden Point; when some two hundred of
them, baving disguised themselves by blackening their faces with
powder and mud, hastened immediately to Carthage, where, of the
two companies of the Cartbage Grays appointed to guard the jail, but
one remained, the other having disbanded and returned home. Hav-
ing entered into communication with the remaining company, and
made an arrangement, that the guard should fire at them with blank
cartridges, when they stormed the jail, the conspirators rushed on to
the assault, jumped over the fence, were fired upon by the guard,
which, according to agrecement, made no attempt to resist, and entered
the prison, making their way at once to the room, where the prisoners,
with two of their friends, who voluntarily bore them company, were
confined. When the door was burst open, shots were immediately
exchanged betweeun the conspirators and the company in the room;
Hiram Smith was instantly killed, and che prophet, who, after shoot-
ing down three of his assailants, with a six-barrelled pistol given him
by his friends, had jumped out of the window, stunning himself so
severely 1n his fall as to be unable to pursue his flight, was despatched
by the conspirators below with four balls through his body.

Thus fell Joe Smith, the holy prophet of the Mormons; the most
daring impostor in modern times, and by many of the Puritanic stock
believed to have been the very incarnation of Satan. Totally ignorant
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of almost every fact in science, as well as in law, be made up in con-
structiveness and natural cunning, whatever in him was wanting of
instruction.  The apimal natare largely preponderating m the man,
he had not the genius to form any vast and comprehensive plans for
the future ; but whatever he did, was merely intended for present con-
venience, and gratification of his beastly lusts and desires. He was
possessed of some qualities, which would have eminently fitted him for
the stage, being always able to chapge his external appearance and
conduct according to circumstances; at times affecting the deepest
humiliation for his sins, suffering the most unspcakable tortures, as 1f
buruing already 1n the terrible fire of ecternal damnation, and calling
for the prayers of the brethren in his behalf, with a farful, soul-
stirring energy, and heart-rending earnestness; then again being ex-
cecdingly soft and gentle in his behavior; then again, loud and furious
i3 ““a highway robber,” ¢ swecaring like a pirate ana drigking like a
satlor.”  kle bore in his profile a strong resemblance to that of a
boar; he was full six feet high, and endowed with a frame of uncom-
mon vigor, to the superlor strength of which he was no doubt much
indebted for the influence he exercised over an ignorant people. Those
of his followers, who aided and supported him in the administration
of his government, were mostly unprincipled and bankrupt, but
talented men, who claimed to have a right to teach to, or 1mpose
upon mankind a new religion, which might afford them a living,
or some cheap glory. This class of men constituted the leaders,
whilst their deluded followers were principally .men of a weak and
unstable character; this made them easily subject to the power
of aesigning machinators; and of a dreamy and wandering dispo-
sition, and a ready belief in wonderful and supernatural matters.
Many of the Mormens were notorious rogues; but the greater part
of them were pitiable victimns of a religious imposture, sincere and
fanatical in their faith.

Whén the news of the death of their revered leaders reached the
Motmons at Nauvoo, they were so stupefied by it as to remain quiet,
much to the astonishment of every one. Many of them at first re-
fused to believe the dire intelligence; others published revelations,
that the prophet, in imitation of the Saviour, was to rise from the
dead ; and many maintained, by solemn oath, that they had seen him



