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gistors expross their astonishment at the thinge they had heard
that day. -

This affair weighed sc¢ heavily upon Joseph's mind that he
loneed for the time to come when he could have the Twelve
,P\pgstles with hiw to deliver this messaze to them; and after
he had rolled off the load or delivered into their hunds the
keys of the kingdom, ke jnmiped and elapped his .!mr.-l.?' hke =
young school boy let out to play. This is the testimony of my
Fathor. It scems that the revelation received by him in 1843,
was given o answer to an inquiry to ¥uow wherein‘tbe Tord
justified certain ones aneiently in havieg so maay wives and
coneubines. 'This is his testimony, and he further afirms thas
he was commanded to teach und enter upon the practice of it
In the revelation ho was toid that he was of the loins of Abra-
ham, who received great promises conzérning the continuation
of his seed und the frait of his iotos forever. These are the
words of the Lord on thot ceeasion: *“Thia promize 1 youts,
alsa beeavse ye are of Abraham; and by this law" {(selestial
marriage} “are the sontinuation of the works of my Iather,
wherein He glorifieth Himself Go ye, thevefore, and do the
works of Abrabam: enter ve inte my law, and ve shall s
gaved.  But iY v anler not into my jaw ye wannot receive the
wremise of my Father, whick Ha madc waio Abmham.  God
comnmanded Abmibiom, and Szrah gave jlugar to Abraham to
wife. And why did she do ity Because this was the Juw, and
from lagar ﬁ{':r:'.n_;‘; wany people.  This, therefors, was fulil-
Ying, among other thimgs, the promises.  Was Abreham,
therefore, under condemnation?  Verily, I aay anis you, Nay;
for I, the Lerd, cornmanded it Abraham was cominandsd to
offer his aon Twaac) vevertheless, i was written, thon shaje
not kil Abmaham, howover, did not refuse, and it was
accounted unto him for rightesusness,”

He also said that beeause Abrabam, Tsaac and Jaeoh *'did
none other things than that which they were -:-‘{mm'.smd-‘:nﬂ\
they heve entered inio thelr exaliation, according 1o the
promises, and sit npeo thiowes, ayl are not a.ng_els, but are
(e, Duavid nlso received muny wives and concubines. as alss
Solomon wnd Moses sy servants; as alie many ethers -.,}r‘_“ my
servants, from the beginning =f the creation qutil this ume,
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and in nothing did they sin, save in thuse things which they
received not of we.  David's wives and concubines were given
unti him, of me, by the band of Nuthan, my aervant, end
others of the prophets who had the keys of this power; and
in nono of these things did he sin sgainst me, save in the cuse
of Uriak sud his wife; and, therefore he hath faller from his
exaltation, and receiveth his portion; and he shall not inherit
them out of the world; for I gave them unto snother, saith
the Lord."

This is but & small portion of the revelstion, and Joseph's
own. testimony was, that an angel was sent to command Lim to
teach and to enter into this order. This angel, he siates, atood
over him with a drawn sword prepared to inflict the penaliy of
death if' he shenld be disobedient.

T never doubted that young Joseph was czemplazy, for
he alwayz had the reputation of being strictly moral, and I know
that he was tavght, as were many others, the first principles of
the faith, which were all gocd and necessary for a foundaiion:
but hesause we believe the precepts tanght s in youth it does
not: excuse ua for refusing to accept more revelation when
given as the majority of the world have done—rejecting all
revealed principles without investigation,

Wo might upon the same principle, and with Guite 2s much
propriety say that the fist simple rudiments of learning are
adl that is necessary to complete our education. When we have
understood and thoroughly digested one lenson or principle we
are to go oz unto perfection. But how can we roceive light
from those who show such palpable ignorance of the Prophet
and the principles which 1 testify before God and His ungels
that I heard him teach! [ know, as well sz L know that the
sun Tizes 1n the cast and sets in the west, that he commanded
iy father and other men to enter inte this order of matrimony,
ond that he bestowed the holy Priesthood with all its keys and
grdinances upon the Twelve Apostles, and told them to stand
in theie place and “‘bear off the kinedom of Ged.” 1 fre-
auently declured that he was rolling off the kingdom from his
own sboulders to those of the Tweive, and T know that he
maintained this feeling to the day of his death.




